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= Word is finally out.
& Extra-terrestrial visitors are
samong us and have been ever
“since bobby sox were the rage and
vmost of us were marvelling at
.more pedestrian earthly wonders,
“such as television and the new
“Studebaker. :
.+ It's all there in black-and-white,
¢ accompanied by the magic words
“*Top Secret,” in a 1950 document
~released yesterday by UFO-
~watchers meeting at the West-
+bury Hotel on Yonge St.
3 Flying saucers
i+ The document was written by a
omiddle-level Canadian depart-
sment of transport bureaucrat
‘named Wilbur Smith, who went to
“his grave more than a decade ago
sconvinced he could one day prove
sithe existence of flying saucers, as
; “ithey were then commonly known.
* Smith told his superiors he had
“made ‘‘discreet enquiries”
through the Canadian embassy in
Washington and learned the US.
administration, under President
L-Harry Truman, firmly believed
llying saucers existed,. although
“there is no mention of proof.
:Smith also reported the embassy
Jitold him flyini; saucers are “the
most highly classified subject in
Ahe United States government,
Lrating higher even than the H-
’bomb; the entire matter is consid-

ered by the US. authorities to be
of tremendous significance" and a
“concentrated effort" was under
way o determine the modus oper-
andi of the otherworldly visitors.

Project Magnet
Smith, a senior radio engineer,
was workig on Project Magnet, a
siudg aimed at tapping the ener-
%yld rom the earth’s magnetic
ield.

The man who ferreted out the-
document is a !{infl;ston clerk who
has had his name legally changed
to Mr. X,

“The thing about flying saucers
is a nice little conclusion,” he says,
“but to me that's obvious. I'm
more interested in the whole ques-
tion of government secrecy on
this matter.”

The only living person mention-
ed in the Smith memo, Dr. Omond
Solandt, then chairman of the De-
fence . Research Board, remem-
bers Wilbur Smith differently
from his backers at the Westbury.

“He was a nice person,” says So-
landt, 72, who now lives in Bolton
and still does consulting work,
“but-he was so determined that
these things existed, he would
never take‘no’ for an answer.”

Solandt says his department ap-
proached Smith's theories with an
open mind.

*We found nothing significant,”
he said.
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