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OT DENIES

ROJECT MAGNET CONTINUES

TO EMBARRASS OFFICIALDOM

BUT ONE EMPLOYEE BELIEVED

SAUCERS REALLY EXISTED.
In the early 1950's a grouknown Sree net
carriedout unidentified flying

object research at the Depart:
ment of Transport's

ionospheric study centre near

Shirley's Bay — at present the

site of a research centre
‘operated by the Defence and

‘Communications departments.

Project Magnet is no
mystery in itself: it was

primarily a systematic st
of 25 “credible” UF

sightings. What is puzzling.

however, is the question of

who, if anyone,aul the

project.

The study was headed by
Wilbert’ B. Smith, an Ottawa

incer who worked for the

MSc.
engineering, worked on a
number of it projects
for. the transport ministry

before, during and after Pro-

Ibert Smith had offical

‘of whether or not they fit into
‘our scheme of things.”

‘The puzzler is that although

Smith ‘believed that Project
Magnet. enjoyed official

backing, the Department of
Transport continues to deny

it

Department

ANY CONNECTION on’

Department... did. study. un-

identified flying objectsias a

personal hobby. ‘the Depart-

ment did not take part in any

of his research work nor did

Mr. Smith provide the Depart-

Peter M. Millman,

Bie. of the, National
‘Council's Upper Ate

Reaeere Htesearch, sent Bray
ay of Sraith’s Projet

Ryagpet report. With It Wasa

smering letter which 
appears

cowontradict the Transport
Wepartment’s official view on

ter

the rave been informe By
the Department of Trai

that although Projectteas officially aud
the Department, ‘work 

on

Project. was carried out

‘almost entirely by Me WB.
Smith and was in the natureof

2 spare-time activity.”
iter goeson to state

that Smith's conclusions were

‘entirely his own and not those

sharp contrast to those Bray

has in his files. The first com-

¢s, from the preamble to

Smith's Project Magnet

report nt But
Terolect Magnet wasn eimitcrs teuervioad

authorisedin D 190, the study was “officiallyment with any useful inf

tion arising out of his work.”” authorized” represents @ comby Commander C. P/
Hiderable departure fromEdwards, then DeputyA

contacted this week confirm-
ed that Smith was a

departmental’ employee .but

maintained that Project
Magnet was a private study.

“Wilbert Smith used to do
UFO studies on his own, but

they never had any official
status. People thought it wasa

Ministry of Transport project

but there’sno such project on

departmental records.”

A letter sent to Bray from
the Department's Telecom-

munications and Electronics
Branch in 1964 contains a

similar theme:

1 would advise that at no

time has this Department

carried out research in the
field of unidentified flying ob-

jects.

“The late Mr. W.B, Smith,
an employee of this

C
y

‘These statements. are in

he had the
fig'0f his employers, but the
Transport Depa

it

iment denies

backing from the

from. 1950 until 1954," sa
or Bray, a UFO “hob:

years wi

+ collecteda numberof Smith's

Papers on “Project“After that he and’ his
es continued on their

‘own, although they “were
allowed to use department
‘equipment,

“during the four years
they investigated 25 of the
most credible sightings anda

concluded that the probabili-
ty was that a number of them
were, inthe alien vehicle

Smith, submitted a Feport

omarect Magnet ivy
‘States, in part? “It

Eppeatsthat we are faced with
4 substantial lityof the
real existence of extra-

estrial rdless
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r ‘of Transport for Air

Services, for the purpose of
making as detailed a study of

sacer phenomena as could be

made within the framework of

existing establishments. The

Broadcast and Measurements

Section of the Telecom-
munications. Division were

given the directive to go ahead

with this work with

assistance could be

informally {rom outside

sources such as Defence

Rescarch Board and National

Research Council.”

If Smith was deluding
himself, then his attention 10

d was certainly Part of the Shirley's

thy artes out “Project


