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Brie of National Defence, Sweden, replied that neither the~ Swedish Air Force nor the Research nstitute of National¢ has at any time taken part in an investigation of aDee UFOlin SpiebersenIee eainca USAir inalence Information Report, dated 12 September 1952, revealedthat the Norwegian government knew nothing of such anobject. The story apparently was the work of a West Germanreporter. It first appeared in the German newspaper “BerlinerVoiksblatt” for 9 July 1952. The original newspaper reportstated definitely that the silver discus-like body was 48.88 m.in diameter and made of an unknown metal compound; itsmeters and instruments had Russian symbols, and it appearedto have a range of some 30,000 km, Significantly, the aspectsof this first report implying that the vehicle was of Russian‘origin have been selectively neglected by subsequent writers,ularly those who urge that the claimed wreckage is

Representatives of Air Force Project Blue Book claimed nowledge of the disc fragment discussed by Edwards, whoclaimed the successful search for this fragment was confirmedby Lt. Cdr. Frank Thompson of the U.S. Navy. The fragment,said to have been dislodged by gunfire from a Navy jet, re-Portedly fell to the ground, where it was found, still glowing,an hour later by U.S. military ground search crews. Reportsof UFO events over Washington, D. C., in 1952 contain noreference to such a gunfire incident. If such a fragment didexist and was classified “Secret” as was claimed, its existenceand whereabouts would not necessarily be revealed to thisProject. A request for official confirmation that the claimedfragment did or did not exist and does or does not exist wasforwarded to U.S. Air Force Headquarters. A reply was re-Seived from J. W. Clinton, by direction of the Chief of Infor-mation, Department of the vy. Mr. Clinton indicated thata thorough search of all N 'y records available failed to reveal#hy-account of a Navy jet fighter’s encounter with an UFO in1952 or at any other time. Perhaps more significant, how-
Were the facts that Navy records of the year 1952 carriedone Frank Thompson, an individual who had retired frome duty several years before 1 with the rank of lieuten-*t, Not lieutenant commander. y fighters based near Wash-ington Were armed only for firing practice conducted far outat*£2 Over 2 restricted firing area. Na y aircraft armed with live2mmunition, Mr. Clinton pointed out, would have been usurp-an Air Force function if they had been present over Wash-fon, D. C., as interceptors, Mr, Clinton concluded: “Thenapecht is not beyond the realm of possibility, but due to theature of the Navy’s jet operations about the Washingtin, D. C.area, at the time, it was very highly unlikely.”
:3,000-Ib. mass of metallic material fro: m

91


