CONFIRENTIAL

UNCLASSIFIED

rgh, Xansas,
Two samples of vegotation and soil from m.u:u.: 4
which wore I\Ihl'-todp'b:l Blue Book for analysis, have beon thoroughly abt,:-az,a_
Exasination by experta on soil and vegetation disclosed no differenco botwoen
tha two sazplos from tho two areas whore the specinors wore obtainad. Tfsl-a
for radlosctivity likewise showed no significant difforonco bdotwoen the two
sasples of soll and vegetation, Tests wero made for beta, ganss, and alpha
radiation. Samples of the "Xansas™ godl and the vegotatlon will bo returned
to Blue Book in the near future.

3. Consultant on Astroncay

+ Jo Allen Hynok, of tho Chio Stato University, atlendod the
Boaton mumnrof thoe Optical Soclety of Amorica on 11 Qotober 1952, The
Socleby ook cognizance this yoar of tho many reports of unusual aorial phe-
nosona by including throe invited papors on the subject in thelr othorwise
straightforward sciontific meoting. Ons of the invited papors was by Dr.
J« Aldlon Hynek, entitlod "Urusual Aerisl Phencaena®™. Tho other two papers
wore by Drs. Monzol and Iiddell, of Harvard Observatory and the Atomio
Enorgy Comulssion, respectively,

The papers of Menzel and Liddell, though differing somcwhat in
content, were identical in spirit, Both papers werd characterizoed by the
fact that numerous explamations for unexplained sighiings wore given without
a single reference to & specific sighting in the filos of the Alr Tochnical
Intelligence Conter, Both papers prosented a serles of woll-worn statczonts
as to how Job fighters, neteors, roflections from balloons and alreraft, and
optical offocts, such as sundogs and mirages, could give rise to "flying
saucer™ reports. Since thoro was mothing now in efither of the two papors,
the trip from this standpoint was umproductive.

The papor by Dr. Hynek, in essonce, was 0 tho effoct that fly-
ing saucers ropresonted a sclenco-public relations probles; i.e., whon a
sighting is mado by several people, at least ons of whoz £8 an exporienced
obsarver, the mutuslly corroborated Toports aro ontitled to a aclentifie
hearing, rather thsn ridicule., It strossed the point that hore was a subjeot
in which the public has shown groat intorest. It was rocomzonded that tho
rolatively fow woll-screonod reports bo dealt with spocifically to seo
whother any of the causes suggested by Dro. 1iddell and Monzel are applicable,
and, if 80, to make this known fu these specifio instancos. On the other
hand, 1f the suggested explanations of Drs, I4ddell and ¥anzel do not explain
:;E::m?d <4509, this should also be made known and given furthor selon-

In conolusion, 1t was the opinfon of Dr
i!:::.: by atleﬁmn 4% the meoting. The results w .
t was confimed, as Dr, Hymok alroady believed, that Ir X
at Dra. liddell an
Uonzel had not studied the 1it Tatire and thoe e\ddun;n and, ].::‘.ca, woro :n‘:

qualified to spoak with authorit: t! %
dentified aerial phanczona, RS Sak o raouch Honines ol

Hynek that 1ittlo was
ore nogative in tha sonse
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An attozpt Lo arrangs s
e, 14dd021, aftor the zeuting was o "’:ﬂ
Yonzol toth had to leave Lsmodiataly afy

L. Interrogation Forus

Five hundrod coples of
sheot® (Form A and Form B) wora delds
questionnairo was used in place of
rocord data on all sighting roports
to ba more satisfactory than the pre

Additional coples of the
Shoot™ can be supplied to Elue M

5. Ruture Work

Coding and ovaluation of
proliminary analysis of data on all
will be givon to Blue Book as soon
of the 1947 and 19L8 sighting

By 10 Docember 1552 all
should bo processod and mm
of all sighting reports _
0 1953 are processod and evaluated.
and the fact that tho mumbor of rep
yot known, no estimate can be given
gin, It is hopod, 4f the froquency
docroasing trond, that completo IBM
=y be started by 1 February 1953

II, RECENT REPORTS

The follewing roports are
the zonth of Noveaber 1652+



