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‘Urge to Investigate and Believe’
Sparks New Interest in U.F.O.’s

By WILLIAM J. BROAD

The aliens are bere again, at least
in terms of popular culture, if not
fact

Three books about alien visits are
selling briskly; one of them has
topped the nonfiction best seller list
for weeks. Clubs, newsletters, mov-
jes, and lectures about umdentified
f objects are generaling reve-
:z:s“u aie;c: exceeded only in the
1950's, during the first wave of U.F.O.
sightings.

Enthusiasts are now even Charging
that for 40 years the Federai Govern-
ment has harbored physical evidence
of an earthly encounter with extrater-
restrial creacures, including their
lifeless bodies and damaged. space-
craft. That suartling report, dis-

missed by skeptics and Government
officials as s laughabie hoax, 1s con-
taned ;1 what purport (o be top-se-
cret Government papers [rom the
Eisenhower era.

Why the fascination with aliens, de-
spite repeated failures over the dec-
ades 10 document their earthly arrv-
al?

in interviews, psvchiogists, histo-
rians, philosophers and writers of sci-
ence licion said belie! in alien en-
counters was rooted in such things as
the need for secular messiahs and the
search for explanauons for terres-
tral troubles.

““The urge to investigate and be-
lieve'tn this stuff is almost religious,”
said Ben Bova, former editor of Omni
magasne and a writer of science fic-
ton. 'We used (o have gods Now we
want 10 {ee! we're not alone, watched

over by protective forces far beyond

us.
. But others, often sober, respectable
scientists who have studied U.F.0. re-
ports for years, said the skeptics
were missing the biggest story of the
age

“People who haven't been paying
attention o this stuff are in for a
shock,” said Dr. Bruce Maccabee, a
full-time Navy physicist in Washing-
ton, D.C.. and a part-time U.F.O. re-
searcher. “Some sort of things have
been flying around for decades, and
they aren’t ours.”

The current U.F.O. flurry is led by
new books: “‘Communion” by Whit-
ey Strieber (Morrow), “Intruders”
oy Budd Hopkins (Random House),
aind “Light Years” by Gary Kinder
(Atlantic Monthly Press). ""Commun-

on” has been on The New York
Times best seller list for 18 weeks.

All three teli of personal encounters
with aliens. In this they differ {rom
the last great period of U.F.0. enthu-
siasm, in the 1850's, said David M.
Jacobs, author of “The U.F.0. Contro-
versy in America’’ and a historian at
Tempie University in Philadelphia. In
the 1950’s U.F.O. sightings were in
vogue. Now, he said, we are in 2 “"new
era” in which aliens are taken as fact
and attention had turned 1o 'people’s
expenences’’ with them.

indeed. the hottest topic among
U.F.0. enthusiasts 15 what they de-
scribe as the Federal Government's
expenience with aliens, especially the
“Roswell [ncident,”” one of the oldest
U.F.0. episodes on the books. Timo-
thy Good, a British U.F.O. research-
er, and a group of U.F.O. investiga-
tors in the United States say they
have documentary evidence that the
Government hid its knowledge that a
“flying saucer’’ crashed in 1347 near
Roswell, N. M., killing its crew of ex-

traterrestrial craatures. The charges

are contained in Mr. Good’'s book
“Above Top Secret: The Worldwide
U.F.O. Caver-Up,’" to be published in
Britain in July.

The Roswell Incident

The Goverment's position is that
the 1947 incident was nothing more
than the sighting of a weather bal
loon. But the U.F.0. researchers cite
a newly discovered document, dated
Nov. 18, 1952, purportedly a top-secret
briefing paper for President-elect
Dwight D. Elsenhower. [t discusses a
secret Federal team known as Majes-
tic-12, or MJ-12, established by Presi-
dent Truman on Sept 24, 1947 to in-
vestgate the of the spacecraft and its
crew.

"It & 10 be genuine,” said
William L. Moore, who wrote a book
about the incident and who investi-
gated the document for more than
two years after a colleague received
it anonymously in the mail. But he
said there is nothing in the records
““that shows it's a fraud.”

"Nonsense,” rephed Philip J.

Klass, a leading U.F O. debunker and

chairman of the U.F.0. subcommittee
of the Committee for the Scientific In-
vestigation of Claims of the Paranor-
mal, a respected group of sclentisis.
Mr. Klass said he had seen the docu-
ment and considered it "‘an outright
hoax."”

The document purportedly re-
counts a secret briefing (o President-
elect Eisenhower by Rear Adm. Ros-
coe H. Hillenkosetter, the first director
of the Central Intelligence Agency,

Experts say belief is
rooted in part in the

document, Admiral Hillenkoetter was
a member of Majestic-12 it

'"f: a chronology of crash near Ros-
well,

“On 07 July, 1947, It says, “2 se-
cret operation was begun (0 assure

recovery of the wreckage of this ob-
ject for scienttfic study. During the
course of this operation, serial recon-
naissance discovered that four small
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ferent from those cbecrved or postiy-
lated in homo-sapiens.’
Stanton T. Friedman an nuciear

acknowledged that interest -
ated would raise lecture fees but said
their goal was (o get at the truth.
“We're dealing with som'eﬂwll
extraordinary importance,” he sad. -

“What this means is that we humans
are not the big shots we think we
are.” He said the landing was con-
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