FOREWORD
1953, the Alr Force, in confunction with the CIA, convened a &

mdmlasu. Jater reforred to as the Robertson Panel (after its chainman, Serious students of the UFO problem will, I £
e T P. Robertson), to review the UPO situation, examine selected sighting compilation of the 1951-53 Grudge and Blucbook &

ey end future procedure for Project Blue Book. A recently de- most significant and certainly one of the most £
M“““m‘d m"mof‘ the Robertson Panel ("sanitized® by deleting the names of | recent additions to the UPO literature, NICAP
partd panel ) makes it clear that the primary recommendation :sﬂ‘;‘;;‘g{“‘:“ieﬂ !or‘:g:tiwfchic matorial a
by m:paml was to downgrade the status of Project Blue Book and discourage Subcomiztog 1:’-‘%: ﬂb° r::s:d g:mi‘m th.m):u-
public interest in the subject, claiming that UFO reparts wero interfering with | Zeportsfrom the MiirStcaitiite s :t:g :: P in
mational securlty by crowding Government intelligence channels, It {s not H for so many years, e
surprising, then, to note that the final Status Roport is dated 30 September 1953, { . g
allowing sufficient time to put into effect this change in policy and abandoning ; when one studies the curious his of Air

the UFO problem, the twonty=-four months
September, 1953, emerge as a kind of "heroic
investigations. For increasing evidence poin

projects such as the Status Reports,

During the two-year period covered by these reports, the scope and i as the one interval during which UFOs were seri
effectiveness of the Alr Force investigation varied widely from one extreme to vigorously investigated by the U. §. Air Force
the other, NICAP foels that the roports themselves not only add to the general . charged with UFO investigation responsibilities
history of the subject, but provide ilumination on the many public statements period lay the "Dark Ages", as Ruppelt aptly l:

P o t time. | of Projects Sign and Grudge; and shortly after
about the subject that issued from the Air Force during tha ! new. dazX age hien (AshumEtE and‘auwuzialie ;
i came to characterize Project Bluebook re
As nearly as I can tell, the January, 1953,
marked the turning point with its regrettable
UFO problem in the hands of a group not primari
scientific matters, and at the same time to ha
bunking policies to decrease public interest
It remains a very puzzling period, and an ext
in the history of UFO studies. It was t! riof
Force UFO responsibilities were met primarily by @
Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, an officer who might h
out into the full light of scientific
viewpoints continued in force beyond 1953,
force; after 1953 Bluebook went steadily
and there evolved a steadily more adamant
were only a nonsense problem. This would
only the Air Force had made cl?xtxﬂ.? t
anything resembling vigorous scien
abgu: 1954 to the present. Instead, Air
peatedly misled the public and the sci
a picture of Project Bluebook as a h cal
"drawing upon the finest scientific talents
to the Air Force." As the net effect, the
been swept almost entirely under the rug
like NICAP have prevented complete
UFOs. -

But in the following pages, |
closed doors of the Air Technical In
can get much more than a mere glimpse
back there in the heroic age. He wi
real sense of 1952 puzzlement and
i and that Ruppelt conveyed in his
) gress notes on many abortive
made over 15 years ago to try Se
viii : find surprisingly pointed remarks




