WHO'S UFD COVERUFR WAS THIS, ANYWAY?

A Review by Robert R, Young

"Reality programming” - in which the television audience gets
to participate — has become a specialty of tb Television
Netwark (Sheaffer, 1988). On October 14, 1988 the genre soared
into the stratosphere with "UFO Coverup -~ Live!" from Washington,
DLC How something Like this got on the air over a reported 134
television stations in the U.85.., Canada and New Zealand will
probably remain the greatest wnsolved UFOD mystery of 1986.

Soame of America’s most far out UFOlLogists were amorg those
showcased for two full hows against a handful of skeptics.
There were live satellite "bridges" to a Moscow flying saucer
buf+ and to WD sighters assembled in Florida. PBizarre
revelations were alleged by self-described U.85. Government
“intelligence agents" about "saucer crashes", "guest aliens" and
UFD bases in the Southwestern U.S. The audience could
participate via telephone with their own UFO sightings and vote
far or against a Congressional investigation. Suwprise: an
investigation was demanded by a margin of almost eight to one!

At times, the show was a real rip!  Actor/host Mike Farrel was
sometimes seen struggling to keep a straight face, and the’
sprinkling of clips from many old 1980s sci-fi thrillers was an
absolute delight. I sometimss had the feeling that the program’s
producers, Seligman Froductions, might have thdught the show
would pass for a spoof and that a tongue-in-cheek presentation of
these old films was added to giQw "balance", rather than some no-
nonsense explanationg. My sense of humor deserted me later when
a teacher friend told me in frustration about wasting valuahle
classroom time for two weeks afterward answering students? .
credulous gquestions about the program.

The UFO reports: In two Full hows, minus commercial Ereaks,
the total time allotted to the viewpoidts of skeptics gas 400
seconds. Many old classics solved for decades were among the 48
irciden included on the show. Only 11 incidents, all
craphic ware described by the program as having been
2. Thi 5 the fact that most UFQs are mispergeptions
and panders b : pothat unless it's & heoax, 1t must be
eal  (Condon, G l-SEdy Hendcry, po22). Three more were exposed
by Tobyes el d irteryi ewed.,

The remaining 24 sightings were presented as unsolved
ey st e by e program, including 12 which have been solved -
£ I 6 Lorg ago as 19473 1% were uninteresting reports of lights
i the veo oele,, with possible explanations, and three were
tabductions" probably neratad by WUFO dinvestigators employing
Fiypricsis o £1110 in ¢ ile of "missing tima" (Bakeri Klass,
1901y Hilgards Fosenbercg, et. al.).  Two more were Soviet
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"entity" sightings which, if they are like the thousands of such
reports worldwide over the past 40 vyears, exist only in the minds
of the witnesses. The remaining two episodes were birarre
"entity" stories by disqguised figures claiming to be
"intelligence agents". Some coverup'!

The litmus test: Former Fresident Jimmy Carter was guoted at
the beginning of the show as sayirig he doesn’t doubt UFD stories
hecause he has seen one. The program never explained that
Carter’s UFD was identified 12 years ago as the planet Venus by
investigator Robert Shaeffer (19773 1981). Six other witnesses
saw nothing unusual and Carter was later nine months in error as
to the date of the incident, delaying its solution. Some
researchers even consider mention of the Carter UFD as a "litmus
test."  Any writer or investigator who mentions it as an
unexplained mystery has done practically nothing to check his or
her facts.

The Misrepresentations: My interest was piqued when three
‘classics” solved more than 35 years ago were presented with what
seaned to bhe film footage of distant moving lights in the sky. I
call these the "blue pictures" because of the obvious daylight or
twilight sky background. "With all the WUFD sightings over the
vears in America, " the narrator declared, "the logical question
is: If they really exist, why don’t they visit the White House?
And then, there they were — all of a sudden, on July 26, 1232."
{(The Washington sightings had actually begun one week earlier, on
the night of July 19/20, 1952.) At this time, a "blue" film
sequence showed a group of small white obiects with a big arrow
pointing toward them as the narration continued, "The Air Force
tried, and failed, to intercept up to a dozen UFOs in the sky
over the White House."

Since this famous case involved nighttime radar and visual
sightings (Condon, p 188), where did these pictures come from?
It seems that during this segment of the program and another on
the fragic 1948 accident which killed Air Force pilot Thomas
Mantell as he chased a high altitude research balloon (Ruppelt, p
56, two completely unrelated 19%50s films of "saucers" were used.
One, the 1232 Tremonton, Utah, movie, was shown to have probably
been birds more than 20 years ago (Condon, p 42%5; plate 1), and

the other, the 1980 Great Falls, Montana, film, was identified

later as two planes which landed nearby minutes later (Condon,
p 419 plate 27). :

When I realized what had been done, I thought of my science
teacher friend. How many teachers, deluged with questions from
their students, could be expected to know that the footage used
by this program when describing the Mantell episode was actually
filmed more than two years before and 1,700 miles away from the
incident it was purported to show? Is Thomas Mantell®s tragic
death — even 41 years later - really "fair game" for a spoof?



"UFO Coverup - Live" Review S

I one is charitable and assumes that the wuse of one of these
films might have been an hon mistake by the program’es .
researchers or editors, what shouwld we conclude when both film
clips — probably the two most widely shown and tal ked about
savcer " fFilms of all time -~ were coincidentally used in exactly

lgnoring the obvious: After reviewing the bizarre Cash-
Landrum incident which has been wsed in an attempt by Betty Cash
to get the U.8. Government to pay for her cancer treatment, two
hypotheses were presented as all that is left: a secret U.S.
Government craft or an Alien craft. The possibility of a hoax,
as has been pointed out by skeptic Fhilip J. Flass (1982), was
never considered a third alternative.

You’ve got to be kidding department: In the segment with
Intruders author Bud MHopkines and his abductees (Klass, 19877,
often recruited with notices in his UFD books, hypnotist Dr. Rima
E. Laibow actually states that abductees, "Don’t want fame, money
or publicity." Right. That’s why they re on TV.

When life follows art: A major featuwre of the program was the
Gulf Breere, Florida UFQ incidents (Sheaffer, 1989). The program
stated that they had, "Assembled a whole town full of people,”
who had seen a UFD, but it turned out that only 137 of the town’s
&H, 000 residents made the claim. ALl of this started with
anonymous UFO pictures taken by someone named "Ed" and published
in the local weekly newspaper. Why is it that even though, "Most
af Gulf Breere really believes Ed's story and his photographs,”
according to the newspaper editor who first published the
pictures, "Ed" remains in the background?

G Jet Fropulsion Laboratory photo interpreter, Dr. Robert
FMathan, thern showed hos some pictures seem to have been faked.
14 the first pictures which appeared in the paper were hoaxes,
what does that tell ws about later reports by folks who said
their UFls were, "Just like the pictuwres in the paper"? Does
Tide follow art™ When it comes to getting in on UFD excitement,
it often does. It also seems that art follows life. "Ed" is
reportedly working on a book about his pictures and experiences.
I wonder whether he will reveal his identity at that time so that
we may dudge his credibility?

The Moscow connection: A segment had Soviet newsman and UFO
an Sergei Bulontsov reciting his favorite Russian UFQ stories.
Later, MNASA engineer James E. Oberg, author of several books on
the Soviet ce program, identified one as a secret Soviet
military shot. He has suggested that the government
controlled press, there, may deliberately foster UFO stories to
Fide the facts (Oberg). Bulontsov also mentioned the 1908
explosion at Tunguska as if it were a mystery. Most western and
Soviet scientists now think it was a comet or large meteor (Sky %
' fBionormal Radiation found in trees by one early study
Mo to have been cadsed by wunannounced Soviet nuclear
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waapons tests (Oberg). During a brief "rebuttal" by two skeptics
and a NASA representative at the end of the program, Oberg ’
pointed to the irony this segment created for the program. Whose
"UFO coverup" was this supposed to be, anyway?

The "crashed saucer" fiasco: It is not surprising that this
tired ald story of a 1947 Roswell, New Mexico, "saucer crash'" was
included.  Frogram participants William L. Moore and Stanton
Friiedman have been trying to prove the wild assertions made in
Moore™s hoaok {(written with Charles Berlitz), The Roswell Incident
(Grosset and Dunlop, 1980). The outrageous claims made in this
boolk have bean thoroughly exposed in the pages of this Jownal
(Sheatter, 1981 FHlass, 19846). The ariginal incident involved a
weather calibration balloon from nearby White Sands atomic bomb
site (Schumack). The book seems to be a regurgitation of a 1950
tale by Hollywood columnist Frank Scully in one of the first
American UFD books, Behind the Flyving Saucers (Henry Holt, 1950G).
The story was shown in 19592 to be a hoax and later the
reliability of the two souwrces of much of Scully’s information
was demonstrated when they were were convicted in an unrelated
caonfidence scheme (Scheaffer, 1981; Cahn; klass, 19Bé&; Gelatt).

The "MJ-12 documents" Describhed by the program as proof of the
Moore-—-Friedman claims, the so-called "WMJI-12" documents were {found
to have "problems", according to a 1987 study by the National
Archives — a detail not mentioned by the show. Critics from the
Committee for Scientific Investigation of Claims of the -
Faranormal have called them "clumsy counterfeits" and "One of the
most deliberate acts of deception ever perpetrated" (Klass, 1987-

1288) . One swvey failed to find a single UFOlogist, other than
Moore and Friedman, who thinks the documents are authentic
(Flass, 1988).,

The anonymous informants: The words "TOF SECRET" appeared
prominently across the scoreen when two disguised figures
urnimaginatively code named "Condor" and "Falcon" told their
tales. Some of this "top secret" intformation, about the supposed
inner workings of the Air Force Froject Blue Book investigation,
was avallable 20 veasrs ago to any kid who read pulp flying saucer
books (FRuppelt). This was probably the most bizarre segment of
the program, reaching o climax of duvenile excitement when
"Falcon" announced in an electronically disguised voice that the
aliens” favorite snack ie strawberry ice cream!

This has apparently set off an entire new sub-field of UFO
roef, According to o oan announcement in the May, 1989 MUFON
' aoofficial publication of America’s largest swviving
club, investigators are wged to send in
abuduc calles of any recipes they have exchanged with their
captors. We are wrred that this "prosaic" field of research
ar give ue information about the digestive systems of the

=31 : : The lack of knowledge of biology and medicine
''''' let alone commor sen = clisplayaed in the assumptions
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Hopkins and Laibow. But, 1f the history of the past 40 years of
UFDlogy 1s any indication, they will not produce one scintilld of
evidence for the existence of a single flying sauwcer or alien
visitor, only more television programs like this one.

Two more UFO programs are reportedly in the works for the fall
1989 television season including one by Curtis M. Brubaker who is
listed as "supervising producer" for this silly shaow.
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underlying these "research" efforts only_tell us how far down the
pseudoscience path UFDlogy has travel/fZed. ‘

If each and every step of this 42 year old hoax has been
exposed, is this unsupported testimony really proof of a "UFO
coverup"? 0Or is it Jjust more evidence that these leading members
of the pro-UF0 movement, more and more desperate as time goes 0N,
are engaged — some of them perhaps-unwittingly - in a coverup of
their own?

N —h

Flvying saucer evangelism: Red Lion, Fennsylvania, hased
flying saucer evangelist Robert D. Barry., who believes angels
pilot some UFOs, made a cameo appearance on the special. He
showed an uninteresting series of film clips totalling three
seconds of a nocturnal light made in 1975 at Carman, Manitoba, in
an obvious bid to have it accepted as one of the certified
miracles of the UFD believers. Barry made the claim that the
final frames show the UF0 accelerating in 1/1é6 second to more
than 0,000 miles per hour and disappearing in a flash which lit
up the horizon.

Canadian amateur astronomer Chris Rutkowski tipped me off that
a copy of the film in his possession shows both UFQD images,
hefore and after the "iump", to be on_the same key frame. I then
examined each frame of the pictures closely and discovered
unmistakable evidence that: 1) the film had been copied at one-—
half€ its claimed speed; 2) a splice on a 1/2 speed copy at the
key frame could wholly account for the obiect’s appearance; 3)
the "flash" did not light up the horizon, was simultaneously in a
different part of the picture than the "UFQ" image and could have
heen caused by a light leak (an explanation offered long ago by
Canadian UFQlegist Ed Barker), and 4) incredibly, the
"disappearance'" of the UF0D quite obviously was caused by the end
of the film!

Later, in a "special report" on his weekly "ET MONITOR" show
on WECE-TY in Red Lion, Fennsylvania, where Rarry mixes NASA
films and space slides with UFOria and bible gquotes., he described
the atmosphere of the October 14 telecast in the "heavily
quarded" studio. fccording to Mr. Barry, who seems to believe
Just about evervthing anyone has ever told him about flying
saucers, guards were needed because of the "sensitive" nature of
the proceedings. He described how some participants gathered the
next day to celebrate the birthday of the show's producer. And
weall they should have celebrated, because the program was a dream
come brue for the outer fringes of the UFD movement, propelling
Bary ., Fri@dmaﬁy\ﬂoor@ into the stratosphere of UFO0dom.

Acoording bto Me. Barry, phone operators during the October
show ook more than 47,000 calls from people who claimed to have
s, including more than 4,000 folks who uncovered their
Gwrn dark UFD secret - that they, too, have been abducted by
aliens from flyving sauvcers! Leads like that will provide years
of "hard data" $or UFD investigators like Barry, Friedman, Moore,

seer LR
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10) "...That’s why this film is good. You can at least get
an idea that the reports are real reports - it’s a real UFO..."
That people near Carman, Manitoba, saw many lights in the sky in
1975 seems not to be in question. I¥ in fact this film even
represents what was observed by the eyewitnesses, which is in c .
doubt as indicated above, 1t oo — “+ma0f fer any prooff%r- qn
' gy e i the existance of a’"real UFD" (Hartmann, 1969). ”of-

UFDO lecturer Robert D. Barry has recently claimed that a
"elamp" has been put on the continued availability of this film,
that, "They told them not to release the film...I guess it was

clacsified." Mr. Barry followed this by stating, somewhat
ominously, that, "The Mational Security Agency and NASA each has
a copy of this film." Mr. Barry never told his college audience

what he told me in a November 1988 letter: those two agencies had
copies of the film because the station had sent them Coples.

If the film was classified, why wouldn’t the U.S. or
Canadian governments make an effort to prevent its display or get
control of all copies? Mr. Barry never explains or says who
"they" were. There are a lot of reasons for this film not to be
available any longer, including possible embarrassment over the
superficial inquiry originally given to the film, as outlined
above. .

——— . A= . . )
fhis film can not be used as credible evidence for the
existance of a "real QFO”.
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"hle ma; ceen like a stranse subject, but .lease bear with e
for o moment in the interest of rational thou~ht over =; th.

hour televicion uro ram

Cn Cctober 14, 19823 there waz a two-
corried on the For ketwork over 134 ctatione in Canada, the U.S.
rrf Iiev Zealand, "UC CCVEPUI - LIVT!"™ The ,ro-raa included =

n
hort cliy of & lisht in the sk: taken by a cameranan for CK. -
near Carasn, #=znitoba on .@&:r 12, 1975. The cli; was narraoted on
the To¥ =ro:rsm b Fobert D. Barry.

JCcrn t1- the Tiln was shovn here gt 2 rublic lecture by TIr.

Sarry 2t Dlizabethtovn College, iennevlvania. Bein~ a ~raduate of

the colle-v,I attended with some newbnro of our society. Seein-~

that we were in attendance, ir. Barry allowed no qucstions afterwards -
normell: a major vart of his ;resentations. (lle has vhat is robabl:s

r

the world's onl, weekl; TV _rorra=n devoted to UI'Os on a nearby
reli-ious televigion statipmn, W CB-27, Ned Lion, Fennaylvania.) Ve
had, ar+nr the October 1% telecast, scked to examine the film (See
the encloced letter). Afte ,rov1€1n' him with dates and linin' uu
a :rofescional pshoto ra.her and darkroom technician, Barry never
»ec onded to our letter - cven thou~h he had offered to cooyperate.
4t the recent lecture #r. Barry stated that the "Winnipe.

strononical Zocliety vas iﬂpre‘seﬁ with the Tilm", or wordc to that .

5o I an writin~ to :ou folkes, and the Jjanitoba Astronomical
"y aa viell ac CE.-UV and tho olanctarium for 1ore information

g

thir incident.

Can sou hel,.? ioes anyone in \ou“ rouy, remember the Carman
neldentr ond this fila, in jarticular? Ie 4Ar. Barpy's écharacterisas=
n of your ~rou,.'s recg,once (if he means your rouv) accurate?

5l cae
ove
Q

THE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF HARRISBURG, PA, INC.
Edward L. Naylor Astronomical Center and Observatory % RD 1, Lewisberry, PA 17339 % 717/938-6041
Member of: The Astronomical League ¥ AAVSO % ALPO * IOTA
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“hat is vour nccecenent of the Carman UFO incidents 1/t years
Dl

in ascictance you could provide vould be very heliful.
i articularly voluable would be any neveraper clispings about

> recolution of thece incidents or the film. However, by no
neans take an; valuable observin- time on this one!

Thank .ou for any assitance or thou hts you can urovide.
£1co included is a review of the Oct. 1/t teleceact for your

enioyment: )
Clear ckies,

135G

Eobert 1. Touns
A.9.H. Tducation Chalrman

(T7(7) 234~-4bl6

‘ncl. Barry letter
Teviev of "UFQ COVERUP - LI'E"™ broadcast
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BOX 88 RED LION,PA.17356 PHONE(717) 246-1681
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