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was due to the cold weather and the lateness of the hour, but a large
part of it must be attributed simply to the infrequency with which
human beings notice what is going on in the sky.

I should like to conclude with an expression of appreciation for
the continued interest and coéperation of Professor Lincoln LaPaz,
whose permission to use the name of the Institute of Meteoritics is
largely responsible for such success as this investigation has had,
and who has maintained an active and helpful association with it
for nearly two years, in spite of the many other demands upon his
time.
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THE DETONATING FIREBALL OF 1956 FEBRUARY 12*

Jonx A. Russeir
Department of Astronomy, University of Southern California, Los
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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the orbit, size, brightness, and sounds of a meteor
that appeared over Southern California on 1956 February 12, at 18 7o 404
P.ST. Parabolic elements were computed that indicate that the meteorite
overtook the Earth in a divect orbit of low inclination. The luminous
envelope was found to have a diameter of at least 0.1 mile. Finally, factors
favoring the possible recovery of fragments are discussed,

At 14 7= 400 P.S.T., on Sunday morning, 1956 February 12, a bril-
liant fireball appeared over the Southern California coast near Port

* Read at the 19th Meeting of the Sodiety, Hhmmingmn, Indiana, 1956
Sep. 4-5.




