ZoP e LT

d. FAMILIARIZATION FLIGHTS OVER U.S. TERRITCORY. This possible reason is perbaps the
most Tmprobeble. 1L 16 assumed Lhal, Bbould Lhls purpose De involved, other purposes are prob-
ably alsc accomplished in its executicn. Provided the U.SS.R. has unusually high performance
alrcraft they mignt find 1t advantageous to famlllarize themselves will the topography of the U.S.
iz anticipation of future comba: miesions to strategic largets.

The conclusion that some type of flying cbject has been observed over the US
seems o be substantisted. It is not known st this time whether these cbservations are misidentifi-
cations of domestic launched devices, natural phenomena, or foreign unconventicra! aircraft. It
is, therefore, impossible 1o make any rellable explanation for thelr appearance over the U.S. or the
tactics which they may employ U the objects observed include any Icrelgn developmenis in maro-
pautical flelds. It ls lkewise !mpossible at this time to coxtaln discussions of poasitle pericrm-
ance characteristics or tactics within limits of practical reascn, Y for no other reascn than tr

fact that proc! of the existence ! & foreign development of this type would necessarily lmroduce
considerations of pew principals and means not yet consldered practical possibilities iz our own

research and develocpment.
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Map of the U.S.A. with sighting locations
(Not legible on FOIA copy)
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