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with the passage of time or on the
occurrence of a declassification event.

3-302. When information is reviewed
for declassification pursuant to this
Order or the Freedom of Information Act,
it shall be declassified unless the de-
classification authority established
pursuant to Section 3-1 determines that
the information continues to meet the
classification requirements prescribed
in Section 1-3 despite the passage of
time.

3=-303. It is presumed that informa-
tion which continues to meet the
classification requirements in Section
1-3 requires continued protection. In
some cases, however, the need to protect
such information may be outweighed by th
public interest, in disclosure of the
information, and in these cases the
information should be declassified. Wher
such questions arise, they shall be
referred to the agency head, a senior
agency official with responsibility for
Processing Freedom of Information Act
requests or Mandatory Review reguests
under this Order, an official with Top
Secret classification authority, or the
Archivist of the United States in the
case of material covered in Section 3-5
That official will determine whether th.
public interest in disclosure cutweight.
the damage to national security that
might reasonably be expected from
disclosure.

3-305. No agency in possession of a
classified document may in response to
4 request for the document made under t:
Freedom of Information Act or this
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irm the exis
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existence of the document, unle
fact of its existence oI
would itself be classifis
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