The names of the persons involved in thoe sightings are with-
held in respect of their privacy. They are free, however, to say
what they please. Reports which divulge the capabilities of our
alrveraft, radar, and electronic oquipment are classified for
obvious »easons, All othor information with respact to sightings
is a matter of public rocord.

Another misconception centers alout photographs of "flying
savcers®™. The Alr Force does not possess photographs which prove
the oxistence of "flying saucers”. Beocause still photographs can
bo 30 easily faked, cither by using a mock-up or model against a
legitimato background, or by retouching the negative, they are
practically worthlesa as evidence, Innumerable objects, from ashe-
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U. S. Alr Force Surmary of Events and
Concorning the Unidentified Flying

The Air Force feols a very definite obligal
analyze things that happen in the air that may
the United States and, because of that feell
sult of that interest, the Air Force establi
the Unidentified Flying Object Program, g

This program was established in 1947
objects were being reported in various parts
The reports of sightings reached a peak of 1,
to a total of 429 in 1953. During
254 sightings were reported, ¥

From a survey of the volume of sighl
Force, it has been determined that over U0 |
belng known objects, Generally, sighted ob
gory of: balloons, alrcraft, astronomical bo
tions, and birds, All reports of unidentified
from elther radar or visual sightings,

Explanations pertaining to sightings
civilian radar facilities are as follows:

1. Temperature inversion reflections
radar scope that 1s as sharp as that reced
Speeds of these returns reportedly renge from ze
The "objects” also appear to move in all direc

have resulted in many frultless Intercept effo

To possibly bear out' the theory
reflection is an incident which occurred in
Tennessee, Two Alr Force aircraft atl
fied "object” and actually established
Their altitude at the time was 7,000 fi
according to their radar, appeared to be
degrees from this altitude. Three passel
close on the object. In each instance t
radar led them first upward and then ¢
the ground, (One sclentific theory ho
reflected from & layer of warm air abo'
to be correct, many visual night s
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2. Ionized clouds have caused some .
Thunderstorms ave identifiable by radar
veen received from ice formations in the
tions, frequency interference betwee
born objects, Obviously, such I
wpecially when they occur during



