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first report: this incident, which apreared in Status Report No. 2,

peels bo aes Bisleadinc: Further investization has corrected the
iscresoncies ant the folloving account of the incident is considered to bo

accurate,

‘eorroxinatoly 0700 POST, tvo F-86 aireraft wore scranbled fron George Air= ay ‘on @ routine aiesion. tho flicht was vectored to 113°
(See inctosed overlay.) The flicht orbitted the position

yard Lone Beach Faiio, At anproxinately 0755 PST tho
fight renorted to GCI that thoy observed an tniientified odject Mrh at 12 oteloex.
The flight vas 30 seconis out of Lone .ecch Rodio at this tine. The object a>

peared to be ina lef: orbit at about 5,000 ft. 7 t could not be plexed
up ty the croun? redar, hovever, visual contact was caintaincd. The object con-

tinued @ left orbit an] passed over the tvo oireraft. Att

the F-86!s to identity tho objoct but they wore unsuccoss
of the object ant a fuel shortare. At anproxinetely 0210 or OS]! tho flirht vas
releosed ty the grouni controller ani they returned to George Air Foree Base,
‘The object apocared to te an aircraft vith 45° suent vince and tripht silver in

_ Khen last seen tho object was in a left orbit, or cireliny to the left,
The pilot's orinion vas that it vas a suoot wing type aircraft.

At aoproxizntely 0800 PIST four aiditional F-86 airoraft vere se:
fron George AFB to reliovo the tvo above nentioned
Solit into tyo, two-shin elenents, denotedas Flicht 2-a and 2-3 on the in
Slosed overlay, Flight 2-A was vectored to a position at 127° R's dnd 30°201n, | They arrived at this position at arproxinately 0610 and sighted theSbfect Binh at 2 otclock at what arpoared to be over Muroe AF. A vtoelinb 000 ft. ans the object was foun! to be near tareh Are.

alied orbit to the right and lert at 50,000ERspotas alteeett Stayed ina the scee for 16-15 nin:tes before break
ol shortare an? landed at 0845 cut,‘appeared to be a suept ving aircract. gies eto soins ool

‘The recont elonont of

4 pest a3 they clinted to 42,500
At anproximtely 0995 PGT the reraft:Sh arora ee rato be round and silver,

% more intorcent stpasportet ts were ette:

‘The F-86'

the object vas in e vide ripht

ported that the object amoared This ipht re=

noted. At no tine vas tho obj.Rar eetiiee At reportenits be ’oboerved Visuatty noon tere ea

hovever, vere contin ally ‘Saye ea ieee fron the ground,

UNCLASSIEIEQ

\
the groun, das Flight 22 2 vservodbe object soon after takeoff.” the’oliecs ener Gee overiay,ob

Mipht nado a series of clinbine tums s ee

|

MEINE TA)

Tt waThA

UNCLASSIFIED. :
‘Tht F-S6'2 wero unable to clind to the catinated altitude of

extornaldue to tho fact that they vere carrying fuel tanks ani elec
Jettison then, ee

II, stag 1st) nt

Ax 0790 PUST a radloconde bolloon vas released fron the Lone|
Airport. Thie balloon was lost at 0747 20ST, eight nilez fron the
oaring of 95° true, due to a malfunction of the tracking equipment,
A on overlay.) At this tine the balloon would have been at aparoxina’
ft. The winds above 40,000 ft. are unkmoim but 1t 4s loctcal to4
this altitude they will’be relatively constant in direction., Accuning
constant direction of 270° and an average velocity of 30 mots above|
(the vind at 40,000 ft. was 280° at 2 imots) the possible
‘alloon can be Slotted on the overlay,

The original sightine by Flight 2 could very possibly
as their headine was tovant Lone Peach Airport. The alti

tine of the sirhting is uninown but vas probably bolow £0,
tine of the oririnal sirhting, tho balloon vould be
approxinately ten niles directly ahoad of the tio

ting of the balloon cannot be exclainc. Tho balloonwould nake

due to wind chifts but these are so gradual that i >

would bo apparent fron an aireraft as fost as an F-86,

Roferring to the cround track of Flicht 2-4,
asswied, at 0820, the annroxinate tine tho F-6
3, the balloon woul? be at Bon the overlay. ‘he balloon

an altitude of 6,000 ft. and noarly straicht ahead

size of the bellos, the distance could have boon

could havo anpearoc to bo near tiroc.

‘cannot be exolained.

Tho attoroted intercept by Flight 2-B eannot

track given by the leader of Airht 2-8 48 correct it
flicht vas observing a balloon. tine that thoy siphtod

known tut if it 10 assuned that they flew bencath the object for X
it 4s hiphly coudtful that a wind shift of nearly 360° could occu
ft. to pive the illusionof a tum, .

The possibility of this object being an exporinental

southern California aircraft plant, naval airfield, or from a
Bose was chocxod with negative results, Mo other balloons vere
vicinity.

III, goieivstox

tidth tho information avatlable, 4t cannot be concluded
definitely the radfosonde balloon released fron Long ;
However, cinco tho balloon was near tho flirht path

ent asswaing that the orbitting of the object was an

notion between the balloonand the aircraft,it can b
object vas voty possibly a radiosone balloon,


