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VARGE ATR PORGI, BASE - 23 Seotecber 190
1. GISGISSION QP LRICIT

firat report of this incident, which in Status Heport No. 1,
prm?:o ba :nau':'\lﬂg and ah.'leadix\c: Purther investifation kas correccted the

fes and the followins account of the incident ia considered to be
sccurate,

t apwoxinatoly 0700 POST, two F-86 aircraft wore serambled fron George Alr
Po.*co‘haé, California, on & routine nission. Tho flicht was vectored to 1339
0% = 33° 50 by GCI. (See inclosed overlay.) The flickt ordittd the position
end took un a hoadin~ ouard lone Doach Faifo, At approxinatoly 0745 PuST the

£flicht reported to GCI that thoy cbserved an unldentified objeet kirh at 12 o'cloek,

The flicht wvas 20 seconds out of lons Jeceh Hodlo at this tine, The object an-
peared to be in a lef: orbit at about 50,000 f£t. Tho objoct could not be pleked
up by the rround radar, however, visual contact was zaintained, The object cone-
tinued & loft orbit anl passed over the two alrcraft, Attennts wore made by

the F-86's to ldontify tho objoct but they were unsuccessful due to the altitude
of the objoct and a fuel shortape. At approxinately 0210 or 081 the flirkt was
relessed by the ground controller and they returned o Georpe air Force Base.
The object apocared to 1o an alreraft with 450 suent wincs and tripht silver in
color, When last seen tho object wes in a left orbit, or circline to the left,
The pilot's oxinion was that It was o swopt wing tyve aircraft.

At asprazizately 0200 PUST four additional F-86 aireralt were seracbled

fran George AFB o relieve the two above nentlomed F-36's. The four aircraft

solit into two, two-shin elonents, denoted-as Flirht 2-A and 2-3 on the in-

closed overlay, Flieht 2-A vas vectored to o position at 1170 0% and 0°

'8, They arrived at this position at adproxinately 0810 and sichtod the

obi:ct Bigh at 1: o'clock at what amoared to be over luroc AFL, a stoady

slinb 3,000 ft. and the objoot was found to Lo near Mareh ATE,

The obfect anpearcd to bo 4n & contralled orbit %o the right and left at 50,000
Ihe two mircrait stayed in the area for 10-15 minutes before break=

ing off the intercest due to a fiol 11 3 S
appeared 1o be a sept wing ﬂlrcraﬂ?mrwu and landod at 084S citT. The objoct

e ogszcznom elonent of the groun, moted as Flight 2-& on the overlay, observed
il 800D Aftor take—off. The object apneared to be polns souts. "The

£ ahmws:c:czi:st:rnciiﬂ:m; :amua.:l.mjer the object as thoy clinted to 42,500
; rirht N, AL as 4w to) % BT ror
h'oa‘:.;del'r the attempted intercept ans ru!u;od 3’&;’:—‘3&”5 s Do se
por that the objoct apotared to be round and silver 3

¥ more intorcests e
o radar oorcen nor wae 1t Eiornied,
The F-86's, however,

This flipht re-

At 5o tine vaz tho object observed
4% roported £ be obsorved vis P the preaud
! visualdy d
vore contin ally tracied Y7 redar o ;

UNCLASSIEIED

The F-86's weroc unable to ol
due to the fuel that they were carrying
Jetilson then,

II. STANS OF TIViSTIGATION

AL 0700 PUST & radiosonde balloon was rolessed fram the
Afrport, Thio balloon was lost al 0747 2087, eight miles fron th
bearing of 95° true, due to & nalfunction of the tracking e
A on overlay.) At this tine the balloon would have boen ot
£t. The winda above 40,00C ft. are unknown but 4t is logical
this altitude they will be relatively constant in diroction.. A:
constant direction of 270° and an average velocity of 20 knots
(the uind at 40,000 ft. wea 280% at d xnots) the possible flight
balloon can bo alotted on the overlay.

Tho oripinal sightine by Flight 1 could very possibly have on

as their headins was tovard long Eeach Adrport. The altitude of the F-8i
tine of the sirhting iz unimown taut wec probably bolow 40,000 £t, A
tine of the oririnal sirhting, the balloon would be at 50,000
anproxinmately ten nilos directly ahoad of the tuo airoraft, The
ting of the Lallosn cannot bo exslained, The would nake
due to wind shifts Lut these are s> gradual thot it is doubtfil if
would bo apparent fron an aircraft ac fost as an F-85,

Roforring to the rround trock of Flicht 2-A, if a 30 knot wind o
asamed, at 0810, the ancroximate tine the F-U6's siphted the
7C, the balloon would bo at B on the overlay. +he balloon wo
an altitude of 60,000 ft. nnd noarly strairht ahoad of the air
size of the bellosr, the distance could have boen nicjudped and
could have anpearcc to bo near luroc. Once again the orbitting
cannot be explained.

The attesmted intercept by Flipht 2-B cannot be explained
track piven by the leader of i1irht 2-B is correct it is
flirht vas obsorving a balloon. tine
knovn but if 4t is assuned that tuey flov
it is hichly doubtful that a wind shift of
ft. to pive the fllusion of a tum.

“he nos:ibility of this object being an exporineantal
southern California aircralt plant, naval airfield, or £
Bage vas chocked with negative results. lio oth-r&umu
wvicinity.

III. MCLUS IO
Ldth tho information available, it eannot bc 3
dofinitely the radiossnde balloon roleased Iron Long Seach
However, cinco tho bnllog‘m nc:_ru:}: i}sr:&‘a:th of two
ond asswalng that the orbittine o objec an
motion botwecn the balloon and the aires , it can ba
objcct was vory posaibly a radiosonle balloon, 7}




