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! We are back again, with our final issue of 1986. The response
/ to our lnst issue, dealing with UFO-related documents was truly
staggering. Because of this interest, and because of the 80-plus
letters we received, we are featuring another special issue, this
one dealing with a government project known as PROJECT MOON DUST.
I am including in this issue the entire file of documents, and
most of the correspondence between myself and the various govern-

ment agencies regarding PROJECT MOON DUST. The project itself,
and its areas of concern seem to encompass not only the retrieval
of crashed space debris, but also the retrieval of crashed UFOs.

- _ 1
See page 15, paragraph number two, or as it is designated, ey

for this statement.

Also of great interest to me was the correspondence regarding these
documents, in which the CIA and the Air Force Intelligence Service
strongly imply that PROJECT MOON DUST is indeed concerned with UFOs.
Note also, that the correspondence indicates that the project is
still active. What was that the government said about no longer
having an interest in UFQg?

At any rate, the information is now yours. If anyone has any add-
ional information they would like to share on this, please let us
know.

Please be aware that with this issue, your subscription will expire.
We run our subscriptions per calendar year, rather than for four
consecutive issues spanning more than one year. Believe me, it
saves a lot of bookkeeping headaches for a fledgling publication
like ours.

Subscription rates will remain the same, $15.00 per year, and our
many overseas subscribers will continue to receive the Journal by
air mail as long as our financial situation will allow. We hope
to have you all return as subscribers - your support is greatly
appreciated, and so are the many kind letters of support we have
received. It is nice to know the publication is appreciated.

Beginning with next year's first issue, we will drop the UFO
subject (unless the government comes clean in the meantime) and
move on into other areas of Fortean phenomena. Next issue will
include a complete history of Bigfoot (or bipedal humanoids as I
prefer to call them) sightings in Nebraska, and several other gems.

Again, thank you one and all for the overwhelming support which
you have given us, and we hope to have you back again next year
for even more voyages 1into the unexplained.

Best wishes for a prosperous
New Year,

?\3 L. T

<

Ray W. Boeche
Director, Fortean Research Center
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“Nebraska Association Jor the Study of the Unexplained”
DIRECTOR; RAY W. BOECHE

ANALYSIS & EVALUATION: ROGER GIESEKING :
January 2, 1986

REQUEST SENT TO:

CIA, DEPT. OF DEFENSE, NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. AIR FORCE,
DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Gentlemen:

Under the terms of the U.8, Freedom of Inforiatiocn Act, I hereby
request the following information. One copy each of any and

al)l memoranda, reports, committee reports, intelligence reports,
minutes of meetings, briefings, debriefings, field reports, orders,

and any and all other pertinent information concerning an operation
known as PROJECT MOON DUST.

The time frame for my request is as follows: 1 January 1960, or
the inception date of PROJECT MOON DUST, whichever is earlier,

through and inclusive of December 31, 1985, or the discontinuance
of PROJECT MOON DUST, whichever is later.

Enclosed for your benefit are several documents released by the
Defense Intelligence Agency which refer to PROJECT MOON DUST. These
should be sufficient to enable a professional employee of the

agency to locate the record with a reasonable amount of effort.

As a member of a chartered, non-profit public service organization,
I assume that any and all search and reproduction fees incurred in
response to my request will be waived.

Thank you for your time and attention. I will anticipate your re-
sponse within 10 days as the law stipulates.

Sincerely,

Ray W. Boeche
Director, Fortean Research Center
Board of Advisors, CAUS

ENC: 4 DIA Documents

Copies to:

Senator J. James Exon
Senator Edward Zorinsky
Senator Barry Goldwater

,,,,, D 1y . A



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

10 uay 1986

Mr. Ray W. Boeche

Director, Fortean Research Center
Board of Advisors, CAUS

PO Box 94627

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. Boeche

Please refer to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
2 January 1986.

We have forwarded your request to: the Air Force Intelligence Service
. (HQ AFIS/DADF), Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, 22060; the AF Space Command
(AFSPACECOM/DADF), Peterson AFB, CO 80914 and the Foreign Technology
Division (HQ FTD/DADF), Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433. They will
process your request and reply directly to you.

We are also tasking two offices within the Headquarters (AF Plans and
Operations and AF Intelligence). We shall reply to you on our
findings no later than 22 January 1986.

Sincerely

o T o

ANNE W. TURNER
HQ USAF Freedom of

/// Information Manager

/

86-028



Central Intelligence Agency

Washingon. D. C 20505

14 JAN 1986

Ray W. Boeche

Fortean Research Center
P.0O. Box 94627

Lincoln, NE .68509

Dear Mr. Boeche:

This is further to our letter of 9 January 1986 regarding your
2 January 1986 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for infor-

mation ~n a‘"Project Moon Dust" on the subject of UFOs, which your
enclosures indicate to be a DIA project. (F86-0009).

There is no organized Central Intelligence Agency effort to
do research in connection with the UFO phenomena, nor has there
been an organized effort to study or collect intelligence on UFOs
since the 1950s. At that time, the Air Force, specifically the
Air Technical Intelligence Center at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base, had the primary responsibility for the investigation of all
reports of UFO sightings. The CIA's role was in connection with a
Scientific Advisory Panel, established 'to investigate and evaluate
reports of UFOs. The panel was concerned only with any aspect of
the UFO phenomena which might prove to present a potential threat
to the United States national security. The panel later issued a
report of its findings, the Report of the Scientific Panel on
Ur.identified Flying Objects-17 January 1953, also known as the
Robertson Report. The report was released by the Air Force Office
of Public Information on 9 April 1958. The Air Force investi-
gation, called Project Bluebook, was terminated in 1969. We
understand that the Air Force turned its records on this subject
over to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA),
where they are available for inspection and purchase. There is
currently no CIA program to actively collect information on UFOs,
although, since the time of the Robertson Report, there have been
sporadic instances of correspondence dealing with the subject, and
we occasionally receive various kinds of unsolicited reports of

sightings of objects in the UFO category.

As of this date, the Agency has released to numerous previous
requesters 819 pages of UFO-related documents under the Freedom of
Information Act. These documents are not indexed, and most of the
material deals with matters related to the report by the Scientific
Advisory Panel. We should advise you that most of the reports
dealing with the UFO sightings considered by the Panel originated
with other government agencies such as the Air Force, and that much
of the later CIA-originated reports concern sightings as reported
in the foreign news media. We also must advise you that, at the



=

time this released material was first located, in response to
inquiries under the Freedom of Information Act, many of the
original documents had already been destroyed in accordance with
routine records destruction schedules and, as a consequence, many
of the copies available in our microfiche archives are of poor
quality. If you want copies of these documents, the cost is ten
cents per page for reproduction charges. Please send us your check
or money order for $81.90, made payable to the Treasurer of the

United States, and cite our number F85-1418 to insure proper credit
to your account,

We also

the release
had located
to previous
back to DIA

wish to point out that the originating agency controls
of any documents under the FOIA. Therefore, if the CIA
any material concerning "Project Moon Dust" in response
FOIA requests, such material would have been referred
for their determination as to release.

We await your early response concerning your interest in the
previously released documents.

Sincerely,

Lee S. Strickland
Information and Privacy Coordinator



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060 5788

Mr Ray W. Boeche 14 January 1986
Uirector, Fortean Research Center

Board of Advisors, CAUS

PO Box 94627

Lincoln NE 68509

Dear Mr Boeche

Your request dated 2 Jan 86, requesting access to all records on Project
Moon Dust, was forwarded to this office from HQ USAF/DADF.

The Air Force Intelligence Service does not collect or maintain files on UFO
data. The old Air Force files on aerial phenomena were incorporated into

Project Blue Book several years ago. These records are located at the
National Archives in Washington.

e s

FREDA FAINE
Freedom of Information Act Manager
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC)
WRIGHT.PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 45433

17 Jan 86

Mr Ray W. Boeche

Director, Fortean Research Center
PO Box 94627
Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr Boeche

Please refer to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
2 Jan 86.

Your request has been returned to HQ USAF/DADF for action and direct
reply to you. HQ FTD is no longer the OPR for this project.

Sincerely

A,

DELMAR H. 'LAWRENCE, JR, TSgt, USAF
Chief, Records Management Branch
Administration Division



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D C

Mr. Ray W. Boeche ®1 JAN 1986

Director, Fortean Research Center
Board of Adyisors, CAUS

PO Box 94627

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. Boeche

Please refer to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
2 January 1986 and our letter to you dated 10 January 1986.

Attached 1is the only record we located in this headquarters pertaining
to PROJECT MOON DUST. The blacked out portions cover other subjects

and are not relevant to your request.

Sincerely

/ LO. T e
ANNE W. TURNER
1 Atch ; HQ USAF Freedom of

Document , as stated

i A St b S . 4o\ B

Information Manager

86-028
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January 27, 1986

Ms. Anne Turner
Department of the Air Force
Washington, D.C, 20330

Dear Ms. Turner:

Thank you for your help in locating records pursuant to my

2 January 1986 FOIA request concerning Project Moon Dust, If

you would be so kind, I have, however, one or two further questions
regarding this project.

1) I have reckived respopmes from Air Force Intelligence Service
at Ft. Belvoir, and from KQ Foreign Technology Division at Wright-

Patterson AFB. I have not, however, heard from HQ Space Command. -
Per your letter of 10 January 1986, you indicated that you had for-
warded my request to these agencies. Can you tell me when HQ Space

Command will reepbod?

2) In the response I received from HQ FTD at Wright-Patterson AFE,
they indicated that they no longer had records concerning Project
Moon Dust, as they were no longer the office of primary respon-
sibility for the project. They seemed to imply that the project
was still active. Is the project still active?

3) HQ Foreign Technology Division indicates they are no longer the
office of primary responsibility for the project. Whaéch agency

is currently the OPR for the project, and when did it transfer from
HQ FTD?

4) What was the date of inception for Project Moon Dust?

I am asking for this information under the terms of the U.S Freedom
of INformation Act. Any help you could provide would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Ray W. Boeche
Director, Fortean Research Center
Board of Advisors, CAUS

€opies to:

Senator J. James Exon

Senate Armed Services Committee
Senator Barry Goldwater



ns

he

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20330-5025

Mr. Ray W. Boeche
Fortean Research Center
P O Box 94627

Lincoln NE 68509 14 FEb 1986

Dear Mr. Boéche

This is in response to your letter dated 27 January 1986.

Our answers follow the same order of the numbered items in
your letter.

1) Air Force Space Command mailed their reply to you on 27 January.

2) The Moon Dust project is no longer active within the
Air Force.

3) Department of State is the OPR for this progect and always
has been. FTD was OPR for Air Force.

4) The date of inception is unknown but believed to be in
the early 1960s.

Although the Freedom of Information Act was designed for requesting
specific records, and not answering questions, we have tried to

be helpful in this instance. In the future, when writing under the
Freedom of Information Act, please insure you are requesting records;
perhaps the Public Affairs office could help you with any future
questions you may have.

incerely

M

/
i/

ANNE W. TURNER

/ - dom of
L/,llO USAF Free

Information Manager

860113



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SPACE COMMAND
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, COLORADO 80914-5001

27 JAN 1986

Mr. Ray Boeche

Fortean Research Center
PO Box 94627

Lincoln NE 68509

Dear Mr. Boeche

This replies to your January 2, 1985, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
to the Department of the Air Force, The Pentagon for “one copy each of any and
all memoranda, reports, committee reports, intelligence reports, minutes of
meetings, briefings, debriefings, field reports, orders, and any and all other
pertinent information concerning an operation known as PROJECT MOON DUST.*

We have no records responsive to your request.

Fee for this service 1s waived.

Sincerely

> /%7&;@\__ '

F. P. THOMPSON

Chief, Records Management Division

Directorate of Administration



F86-49

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

March 4, 1986

Dear Mr. Boeche:

This is in response to your letter of January 2, 1986, request-
ing, under, provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, informa-

tion in the files of the National Security Council relating to
"Project Moon Dust" as described in that letter.

The National Securit
National Security Co
request.

y Council Staff has searched the files of the
uncil and found no records responsive to your

Sincerely,

Brenda S. R r
Director

Office of Information Policy
and Security Review

Mr. Ray W. Boeche
Director

Fortean Research Center
P.O. Box 94627

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
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4, €€ Criterf{a.

a. Intelligence team perscnnel can perforx effectively oaly with

an elequate background of trainiog and experience. Inalequately

qualified perscnnel {n such ass{gozcent would be a lisbility rather
theo an asset to suczceesful accc—plishzent of the rission,

Sh-(§:§ Defi{nitices,

S Lingsuist: Fersonnel who can develcp irtelligence information
through interrogaticn and trznclation froz Pussfen cnd/or Bloc country
loaguages to English,

b. Tech lian: Perscnpel gualifiel to develop {ntellizeoce infor-
tetion through field exe=icmtifon 2nd cnzlyeis of foreign cateriel,
with t:phasis cn the Markings Frogram and tecunical pho.o; aphy.

c. Ops Mzon: Intelligeﬂce team chief. GQualified to direct ictel-
ligence tesass {n ge! ning &ccess to tercet, in exploftstico of eaercy
perscnnel zad matecfel, £32 f{n use of field cc-ﬂu1iczt1cns equipzent
for r2pid reporting cf intell{zence infcrration.

d. Aflrd>orne Persunnel: Military trairced end rated pzrachutists.

e. Unident{fied Plyine Nblecte (UTO): Headquarters USZF hes
establigned & pregrex for icvestigaticn of reliedbly reported unicdenti-
fiel flyinz ocvjects vithin the United States. AFR “00 2 dellinestes
1127th ccllcetica respopsibilities,

f. Blue Fly: Operaticn 5lue Ply hzs been cstatlished to facf{l{tate

e:pediticus delivery te FID cf Mocn Dust or other {tecs of graat tech-. __

nical intelligence interest. AFCIN SOP for 3luve Fly cperaticas,
Februery 1960, provides for 1127th pariicipet 1cn.

g. Yoon Dust: Ls a specisli ed a2spect of {ts cver-2ll =zteriel
erplcitaticn prosrenm, Rezdguorters USAF has estadlished Trcject Moen
Duet to loczte, Teccver z=nd celiver cescended ferefgn speze vehicles.,
1CCL #%, 25 April 1961, celinsates collecticn respernsibilities,

10n: :

2. Eesdouzrters USAF (AFCIN) =zintsics {ntelli{gcacze ten—g o5 a
fuuction of /FCTN=-1E (1127th USAF Fleld Activities Croup). Fersornel
ccr:rising such terass hzve rorcal ASCIN-IE staflf cutles, end thetlr
exintimeace ¢f gaoslifizstien for intelligenze tcre &rpleyesat Is in
elditicn to thels rzrxal ftaff dutles, Ter esimple, the Chlef of

fn .

D1sC

AFCL -1 - the Dozertic Creseticns Sectien, ecddfeicrally perticlipates
{n :*;rov-h:tply 1€ hours c[ treining pes teath £cr {ateili{gzncze taax
C’.;lf‘l’nl Sach t" n(nz (l‘C]uJ'Ls rl)licgl e aln! ne; C‘L' roerr cc:hat

frcellizence srrinisng, elrborne oprraxlicens, £leld probhless, etc.
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b. Intelli{gence tezcs ere co=prieed of three nea each, to incluce

a licpuist, & tech csa, e&nod an ops ran. All are eflrbeorme qu.lifled
Cross-train{ng 1s prcviced esch team ceder fn the skills of the cther

-team merders to sgssure & tenm functicnal cepebility despite cesuelties

wvhich ray be f{ncurred {n ezpleoyment.,

€. Fescetime eloyment of APCIN {ntclligcnce teen capability is
previced for {n UFO imvestigation (AFR 200-2) end fm support of Alr
Force Systems Co—an? (AFSC) Porelgn Techoology Civision (FTD) Projects
Yoor Dust end Blue Fly. Thece threc peeceticre projects ell icvclve a
potential for ecplcyzent of qualified fleld ‘ntclligence perscnael co
& quick resction tesis to reccver or perfers £i21d erpleitetion of
unficent{fied fiying ctiects, or haswva Sovict/Bloc zerccpece vehicles,
wecepons systecs, cad/or resicduzl coponante of such ecuipment. Tne
intelligence teex capability to gein rapid zccess, rezardless of
location, to reccver or perform field explecitaticn, to cor—unicate &nd
provide {ztellf{zence reports {s the oaly such collecticn cepedilicy
eveileble to APCIN, end {s vitslly sccessary {n view of current imtelll-

gence geps ccncerning Soviet/Bloc technological capsbilities,

d. Vertice e—lcyrznt of AFCIK intelligence teax capadbiliry is
currently pri=zrily gezred to the CONAD/KCIUD 2ir dcfezze cission
(Atch 1). Tse intellicence tesx concept was originzlly developed
vithin the Air Defense Cormand (4DC). Tae ADC Direcctor of Intelligence
vas cherged ip 1953 with crgzaizing the 4602d Air Intellfigence Scovice
Squedroa (AISE), with & wartize cissfon of erploiting docvned enexy
"pecple, pcper, anc hardvere" for intellige-ce {nformztfon that wvouild
ccnzritute to the eir defense of the continzntsl US, &nl ADC ves
alloczted rzopover for this functicn (ADC Re D-xs:ion 26-4, 3 Jan 53,

ganizaticn &al H-ssion of the 4602d Afr Intalligerce Service quadron)

e. As ac e*on~t) cove, the 201 spaces of tze 46024 L’SS vere transe
ferrel to f£FCIK iec July 1557 (S5q Co=d Generel Crder 46, ¢td 8§ Jul 57),
to provide rzenlng for pezcetime ATCIN fuacticas, but si,h the coot‘—-
geacy thnt ATCIN would continue to cainteic a cezeti{lity to supps
COYJD/BORLD in the vertice people, pzper, £n2 horlwore visslon (Atchs
2 end 3). Troz tte 154 spaces that ArCIK elloczted to the 1055th AISS,
cctivated by Hg Cond Generzl Order £45, 2 Jul 57, thie czpedility veos
provided fcr (Dept of AP Ltr, dtd 16 Jul 29, subj: Missfcn of the 1005tk
A1SS), end the capzbility has beed c=inicicec o the present tice,
threugh the redesiznation of the 1006th to tre 1127th LSAr Field
hetivizies Group (4FCIBL Policy Ltr 205-13, 12 /:rtl 1¢G60),

£. Toe paicteannce’'of the Intelligencze teax crpab{lity ovar the
fcur vesr perfod zipce {nactivation of tre <t222 ALSS hzs beea pessidle
largely because merders of the origiral R )1y .clect and trzf{ned 45026

serscncel rerncined with the orgrnlzetiove ¢ .5 ity subsecqueat desigrna-
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: g In addi{ticn, 6 winirue durter of ncv
Peroo“rcl assizned to the orzenizeticn end fecrtuftovely pocsessing besie
requicite sk{lle, wvcre further trzined and {ntegrated into the {ntellt-
gence tcan prograc as clditional duty.

L. Hanning of the 1n:c111rcnce teers frocw these sources tes nov
reacted the peint of diminisning returcs, Only 21 queliffed {ntelligence
teex parsonnel ere now assignod, and of these aprroxir tely half czre
scheduled for PCs departure frem the orgazisaticon durfng the next 12
mcotts. Thuere %5 no ferecest input of previcusly cuelf{fi{ed personnel,
There ste cur rently filve bacically guzlified velunteers for further
trzinizg ead assigoraat to {ntellizence team additionsal cuty,

b. In en effcrt to sugrment the ¢irdntshing capadbility, USAP
Ferscnnsl a2cgégned to crgeri{czztions other than the 1127th withtn the
¥zshingtea arer vho have eirboroe/istelligecce team qualification, cad/cr
who cre former rewbers of this organfcaticn's {ntelligence tezz=s, end = ~—
who heve besn spproved by their orge=fizaticn of cssigr—znt and Hq USAF .
(/XCIX) fer vzrtirme zseigmment to the 1127th, heve been {csued eppros. -
priete crcers, &nd participata in the peacetime trefning prograre for
wartlice eslcyrent. 7o such jerscunel zre attacned, vith no rvaocwa
availatle edif{tioczsl perscnzel, B

4. Tie cest tericus irced{ate and forecest {ntellipgcnce team
stcrteze ¢s {p Lin-uiste. There are nov only five Ruseirn Linguists
£ssigmed or attechel, end of thece only tvo sre of rative fluesncy, with
the ct*er three of lznizuzge sctool capebility. Four of the five
{ncluding the =vo of pztive fluency, are fcrecast for FCS by H;vembet
1562. Oaly oune gein, ferturztely of rative fluency, {s echeduled for
airborne trzining for intelligence teax quslificeticn and zss{gnrent.
Tvo zdditionel Buselzn Linguiste are forecezst for essign=zat %0 the
1127¢a, but nelther ere yet intelligence teem qua2lified or ere keown
to bte volun;e=rs fcr inzelligecnce teem as-ibn_*nt. All intelligc::e

tess pers svcncl are voluntents.
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Eight perecanel {n these catezcries ace forecast for ¥C5 lcss v¢thin t\e
nert tvelve roaotks, with an {mput forecast of flve perscrael, four of
vhoo are prescatly z:zsigned, bisiczlly guzlified veluatcers fer airborne
treining, &z2d oze cf ubcm i3 & (o:cccst cein to the 1127th,

k. &4 sizesble nu?-c. of ouslificd Lgc"uists arc prcscﬂtly &’sigﬂbd

to 4 ; U Dypess 3} ; g s AN NG ..\.a:;—w--_s__ag
KT "I I taces., H;cy of the L’aguists &re either -.rbc T=c retecd =2=d/
or have had fntellfcence tean ecssiganonts to this cergezizatica {n ts

?resent or former cesficnaticens, Qeccsi{gn=>at of tlese in :i\'du-ls to
)ICIN-1L u;cn co=pietion of thelr przscot teurs {s a iczizel rethod t
r ; Y

4
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vhich the current and ferecast shortage could be ret, A proble= that

would be encountered in {=plescnting such cssigncent {s the lack of

1127th Liozuist AFSC E2Apover vocaacies, Tne 1127th hes only twvelve
Linguist AFSC vanpover spaces alloceted and seven of these Epaces are

fillel with eftber noa-Fussicn/Dloc country Linguists or w{th non-
intelligence tean qualiffed Lingufscts,

1. Possidble soluticns to the current end forecest shortage are:

(1) Pecieally qualified personcel currently 2ssfgned to APCIN-1E
wvho velunteer for further traicing, to {nclude &air‘orce trainlng, and
&ssipnmaat to fntellisence teazs, should te given such train{nz end
&ssignzeat es edditicnal duty to normazl steff duty em-loy=cnt.

(Q) Assign-zat to the 1127th of intelligence tecem qualified
Linguists rcturning froo oversees or.ccmpleting other ZI sceignzents
cn eo euthori{=-ed cvecrege basis. Such zuthorized overages were previcusly
assigned to the organizatien £nd provided not only for the intelllsence
teez capability, but for f-uirsul peacetins ZI exployment of Lirntuists, -
Ten such percommel could be fully end effectively ut¢lfzed cduring pesce-"
tire in Cuties directly {n or closely allied to their AFSC's, with the
intelligezze teerx czpability beizg ar sdditfonel cduty.

_ (3) GQualified Intelligence geex perecnnel nov ass{gned to the
1127th covld be retczined beyond thelr rorsal culy tours until & sici-
larly quelified replacesent {s fcrecast or assigned,

R g P e i e A
E. A stondsrd AFTXP and AFCIN-P policy should be the {denci{ficaticn
to AFCIN-1L of previously qualified intelli{zence tezz percornel fors-
cest for rezurm to the ZI from cverseas essi{igneats for assignmant
sgeirst ASCLN-1E forccsst personrel vacancies. latitude rzy be reguired |
£2d sbould be zuthorized {n the essfenoent of euch rersonnel by grede T

and LPSC. Fo: exscple, 1f a 204¥X vacancy is feresast withig AFCIN-1E, f
eod an Intelligecce tea= quslifled 203X% (s forezest ev:ilcble, and the
203XX {s cetcrzined able to perform the staff Cuties rejuired, either
frex porseral kasvledge of the (ndivicdual's cizebilities, or Sy ceceas
of an exchange of corresponde=ce batveea the losing cor=mand ead A DN-18
authorizeticn for essico=<nt of the 203)% egzinst ths 204)X Vvesancy
chould be grzoted. It 4s gen2rzlly true that 203's vwith AISS Laclgreound
ere ncruslly eble to perferm 204 cuties elfeztively vith a minfmos of
experience ocn the Job. Tc & lesser dezres, ¢ad on a selective ta
this s gleo true of 283's being atle to perfcero {ntelligence or
ticn 702 cutles, '

sie,
Senica-

B, Discussicn to this point hac covered the {ntelligence teaw |
developrent, cocposition, cutrent peecetice ead vortioe cilssions, and
perscraez]l prebless. To further esteblish the vilue of the uai{que
Alr Terce ccpability reszesented by the irntellicenze teats, theiy
furure poteactial for employrent sheuld be conslidered,

5
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 203016111

U-4,207/RTS=1- 22 JUL 1986
Mr. Ray W. Bbeche

Fortean Research Center

P.0. Box 94627

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. Boeche:

This responds to your request under the Freedom of Information Act dated
2 January 1986. Therein you requested all "information concerning an
operation known as PROJECT MOON DUST." A total of seven documents were
found which are responsive to your request.

Upon review, it has been determined that portions of one of the documents
are properly classified and are not releasable. The properly classified
portions withheld are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552
(b)(1), Freedom of Information Act. Subsection (b)(1) applies to .
information properly classified under the criteria provided by Executive
Order 12356. All reasonably segregable portions of the document, absent
administrative and classification data, are attached hereto.

A1l substantive portions of two other documents are properly classified
and are not releasable. There are no-reasonably segregable portions of
this exempt material. The properly classified portions withheld are
exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(1), Freedom of
Information Act. Routinely deleted administrative and classification
data that is unrelated to the substance of your request is not forwarded.

The remaining four documents are attached hereto, absent administrative
and classification data.

You are advised that a requester may appeal, within 45 days, an initial
decision to withhold a record or part thereof. Should you wish to
exercise 'this right, you may do so by referring to case #0015-86 and
addressing your appeal to:

Director

Defense Intelllgence Agency
ATTN: RTS-1 (FOIA)
Washington, D.C. 20340-3299

Sincerely,

ﬂ ‘A C,(“-&V\ ’ALO“/J

g GORDON NEGUS
5 Enclosures a/s Executive Director
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1. COUnNTRY IVORX’ COAST

wnd Coantml ‘Db ing 0

0. mMEPOAT muvaeELA 6 351 0133 73

1 suesecr: Possible Moon Dust (u) . oatrcormcronr: 8 November 1973

10. m0. OF PaGES: u

h .t'(.(nc" —

12 omgivator USDAO, Abidjan, Ivory Coast

3. 13C NUMBER:

oarcor inromuarion: T October 1973

PREPAREOD BOT:

& PLACE AND DATE OF ACQx Ablddm, T Oct 73 »

& EVALUATION: mv-cz#_mvonnnmu 1

14 APPROVING AUTHORITY!
. SOURCE:

‘;u':'s"i‘:; }lirelport describes 15 inch hollow metal globe with flonreiBlans,
ering recovered near DALOA N t ’
October 1973, e inoioned! EEommE L

Photographs taken by DAO are included. _

-

COMMENT : sian space vehicle or
& Russian aircraft flown from Guinea. '

Object may be a part from either a Rus

(2
RECD D8-4C2 19 Nov 1973 -
-68
(RECTLY FROM OC-
REQUEST pHOTOSODPHOm 106 NuMBER ~
QRDER BY JR AND P! =
S = = a metal =
ds m«
bal d been recovered b vorian civilians in the vicinity ~
g:" DAtL;OA £065 N-0637W) and that assistance was needed in identifying —
e object. S
)
= 5
Q
R
2. Lettering stenciled on upper half of sphere (near smaller SN ™
hole; see paragraph below) was copied as: b
"M\ W
1€ OISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOA; 7'7- DO WHERADING DAY A

10, AYTACHMENT DATA:

2 Encls

1 (U) Photos Al thru A4
2 (U) Negatives to encl

USCINCEUR w/Encl 1
AmEmb Conokry w/Encl 1
USDAO Moscow w/Encl 1

“C 2l Ly tn
K71, :
i s

LTV Ge c0®w et ' AUE &
CPua vy, g O3 KN
‘e
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CONTINUATION SHEET

(Classihcation and Conim! Markings)

ngront N0, 6 851 0133 73

PaGL 2 or 4 Tracrs

omcinatron JSDAQ, Abidjan,
Ivory Coast

"...,,.uni)
abo "
k ut 6 N
e m e e m e = e
r R A
' I
' I
' 8k 78 |
! |
I [
| A /7306 0B |
| . I
I Ny l
-
I < e D |
~ e p
| A4 | O
I I §
-
- PFA2Z OAT M '
I I
| |
' VPA B 250A '
| ) !
| |
|
. BEC 374KT ,
| I
! Al 89 .
I : |
I TK |
e s . X
COMMENT :
ettering translates to Russian as:
8x78
A7306 OV
20ATI
#RAB250A
. VES 3T4KG
Al 896
TK
*Although RO copies first letter in line four as "V", 1t could have
been backward "N thereby transliterating as English 1. Lettering is
erxtremely faint a~d there are unreedstle ger: in line: 5,6 and 7.
. - Sriiere (or Globe) i- sprroximetely 20 dnc-er - dierrter,
PELRTEL SENEC EresTa 00, VUi oweliEe Lhg Yenmero el TUesi 4. 8 dei.ge
veld or Frotricion-|

DD 1".1386¢

bea-? g1 i1r equetor and rrotrucicn- 8t eecr role,




aeronr o, 6 B51 0133 73

CONTINUATION SHEET eact 3 . or 4 races

omaimaton  UySDAO, Abidjan,
(Classitication ond Contm! Morings) H<O~.< puiinal

Inside the top pole there 1t an irregular shaped hold of lest than iviaine Wim)
¢ inch; inside the lower pole there mm a BCn:kuwma« irregular hole
of more than 4 inch (perhaps as much as 1 inch). Holes, although
irregular in shape, are clean without melted metal. Thickness of
sphere as seen at lower pole 15 about 3/16th of an inch. Sphere is
hollow, empty, and weighs less than 10 pounds (estimated). Except

at poles and from two to four inches surrounding them, the paint 1s
faded but not burned or scortched.

ct was seen by Ivorian nationals fall-
t came from a very high flying
aircraft) at 1100 hours local (local time is GMT) on 7 October.
Object was found and recovered in a &w ometers northeast of
Daloa three hours later (1400Z). object

was not warm, probabdbly becupse it

We expressed e
rom a space vehicle, USSR not USA.
>xpressed doubt that the locals who found the

& "high flying aircraft;" he even has ﬂomoﬂ<p¢wo:4

Possibility exists that object

rom space at a ecpecia because there is no evidence of
reentry burns except at poles). It could be a fuel tank or other

1 part from an aircraft flying from the nifeghboring country of Guinea -
Ruseian aircraft are known to be based there and the political re-

lationship between Ivory Coast and Guinea is not warm at this time.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MUNTCMEPTOF AR T o
 MEBSAGE CENTER .

eagt 2 e E UNCLABSIFIEL sa2e.
16, BUOURCZEL LL_B. PRESH )
19, OIRCHL wT
16, BummiRy ) cxtt~sxvt COVERAGE TWROUGK BnJES NERS MELIA Wit
BEEN GIVEN T2 BOvigt BATE_LITE KG8™MDS pee, BLTADUGF NCST
INFL 1876 RTUUAT AN COnFARES TO,087E 1IN us PobERS,
COmVENTS FwO™ GERMAN ATONIC R(!EA'C* SPECIALTISTY, mEINY PavINSK],
RAVE BEEs REAVILEY EXPrASTIEC, THE Bn1SS QUUTE KAMIASK] IN L ABELING
SITUAYION A" "TECHNO(DCICA, SCANDAL®, wnICr wAB VTRANSGEREBSEL
INYERNATIONA, AGREEMENTE ON NUCLEAK SECUNITY, IV wap REPCRTED
TRAY EXPERIMENTS OF !uzg KIND ,8M0Ds 4 ®DEEF CDIBREGARD- OF Wi MAN

IFE® 4ND CONBEQUENZ €8 OF 254 LoUuT® WmILL NOT BE DEVYEFNINAEL E
JN7IL SOVIETS RECEMASE TECHNOLIGICAL CONEYRUZYIUN OF ImE
REATIOF, RAMINBN] ASSEFTEL TwAY & BAYYELJITE CONTAINING *HUCH AN
‘KL‘FUu‘ AMDONT OF ENERCY®™ weS INTENDED YC EITmER DEST®CY PabA LS.

SATELLITES EV L48ER BEA®S Ok YC #ORCE RKACAWK SYATJONS Oy OF CRBIT,

“AVE REEN PUB_ISWED 1* PAPERS. JUBY TN CASE BIMILAR EVENT

WIGHT DCCUR IN &kE4, s-xss 'QEEIDENY OF FEDERAL COmMISSIUN

ON PADIC ACTYIVEITY S’AYEF THAT ab-0F 10m) Be]TZEWLAND W)L BE
OPTImaLLY PREPARELT m]Th SNELYtﬂivluc PROTECYIVE EQUIPPEMNT AGAINSY
KADIC-ACTIVE EmISSIONS,

COMMENTSI DUE TC Tmis Att!D'NT. M MOL| FRO™ Sw]§B JUSTICE

ANC PO_ICE DEPTY INFDEHEt PRESS ABOUT THME RADICeACT]VE

ALERY SYETEXS PRESENTLY 1IN US! IN SWIYZ, TwC A_ERY BYATIONS
FLNZTIO™ 2¢ WOURS 4 DAY c~[ IN SAENT]S AND DT™ER I PAYEKENE,
TREY ARE CONNECZYED YC 4 COMPUTER AT CENTRAL ALERY BSTATION N
IURICH, ANC REPOF®™ RADIOACTIVITY LEVELE EVERY §P MINUTES, IN
EVENT OF WKaPIDeACTIVE DANGER, A_LARME AT SYAYIODNS ARE

ACTIVATEr AKNC COMPISSION FQF ADXOAtTlv;E{/&;EiT& RADIC ANCD

TV BYATIUNS, THWE 8wl8S ARE PLANNING YC BUILD 2P BTATIONS
®YITHADUFNB EURX ] I™E p

CUIFMENT m=jZr wOULD DETECY AN INZREASE IN

RADIDAZYTIVITY m]IThIh SwITZ ANC OUTHIDE 8wlbS BCRDEKS, SI1I
BTATIONE ARE PRESENTLY OPERATIONAL, NETWORK wWiLL BE ENTIRELY
AUTD®RATIL, AZCO®DING 10 MF MOLL, EFFECT OF KDBNDS p&«

18 RELAYIVELY 8%A_. COmPARELC YO A NUCLEAK TESY, BwISS STAYIONS
DIU NDY REGISTER ANY INCREASE In RADIOACTIVITY AFYEF ACCIDENY,
81

LL-X BB

ANNDYES
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wiLiL NOT AFFECT §rITZERLAND, BUIDELINES DN PRECAUTICNARY uin;uats

PAGE 2 UNCLASBIFIED geslieer
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This rapert sam tuine wnpm ¢ 06 o od o b ans wan.
Plans and/or puiicion shald net be s wl veg

Srme@Ned sainiy an e basis of N repua

L coumtay

NE! ZEALAND

L sussecyi "OON DUSTY -« NZ Deyartment of .

Scientific_and Industrial Research

Reyort on Space Debris

< IMC MUMBEN)

. DATR OF INPORMATION:

- PLACE AWD DATEOF Acor Wellington, 19 Jun 72 '

o INPORMATION 2

B

EVALUATION BOURCH

1 June 1972

o. meronT wusstn 6 BLG 008) 72
oave or meront 23 June 1972
0. MO, OF PAGEY b} g :
‘. merenewces DIAY 58D, Cahy B, para d 5
b~
-
1L ORMIGINATO R USDAO WELLINGTON

FPREFPARED BY!

14 APPROVING AUTHORITY:

+ BOURCE! N7 Kinistry of Foreign Affairs

FAUL K. WILKINSON,
ACTING DEFENSE ATTACHE

q

L BUMMARY

Report forwards a copy of the New Zealand Dejartment of Scientific and
Industrial Research analysis of the first four of five metal spheres found
between 3 April 1972 and 12 May 1972 in the vacinity of Ashburton, New Zealand.
The fifth sphere was similar to the three larger sjheres covered by the rejort,

l.
met

General.

2.

forming part of a space vehicle.

origin,

Cad eTss

ownershif.

- o e e o ™ e e e ™ e =

Report provides detailed visual, spectrographic, chemical and
ographic analysis of the four spheres.

Gonclusio.... The four spheres are of modern titanium-based alloys and of
high quality fabrication. The design suggests they were gas pressuire vessels

Markings on the spheres ajjear to be manu-
facturers identification markings and ayparently of Russian or East Euroyean

Ao ypointed out in the DSIR report and discussed with DSIR, JIB, and
I.FA yersonnel throughout the past several months of investigation, it would be
di fficult to prove liability for property damage or jersonal injury under

existing International Space Agreements.

While the sjace debris markings in
this case are indicative of origin,

there is really no conclusive groof of

(Loave Diak)
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7o DOATE & PLACE OF ACQUIOJTION) 788124) NTTAWA, CANADA
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P¢ ASIESSIMENTI Be2

10, ORIGINATOR) USDAO, OYTAwA, CANADA
11, REQUEST EVALUATIONI NO

i s L IR
o T T e e

14, SOURCEL LOCAL T,V, AND NEWOPAPERD

1rci NG,

10, SUMMARY] .

o (U) THE RESENTRY OF COSMOS 98¢ NAS SEEN BY A NUMBER OF
CONMUNITIED IN TME GREAT BLAVE LAXE AREA, THE EVENT MAS
RECEIVED wWIDESPREAD CANADIAN MEDJ A& ATYENTION BOTH On YELEo
VISION AND IN NENSPAPERB, EARLY EVENING AND LAYE NJOMY
TELEVISION NEWSCASTS DEVOTED A PULL TEN MINUTES YO YWI®
ITEM AND MAJOR NEWSPAPERS CARRIED IT A8 FPRONT PAGE MEADe-
LINLS, AMONG OTMER TMINGS, REPORTS ADORESSED (1) THE
POTENTIAL POR NUCLEAR CONTAMINATION IN THE ATROSPHMERE AND
ON YHRE GROUND, (2) TME FAJLURE OF THE BOVIEY UNION YO
INPORM THE CANADJANS OF THE PENDING EVENT, AND () y,0,
BATELLITES THAY ARE AL8C PNUCLEARSPONERED®,

2, (U) DURING TWE QLESTION PERICY IN YWE HOUSE OF COMMINS,
THE LEADER OF THE OPFOQITION PARTYr, JOE CLAKK, RAISED YHE
183UE OF WMETWER CANADA WAD BEEN TREATED A8 AN EQUAL NORAC
PARTNER IN THE PORWKARDING OF THE COBMO8 B34 INFORMAT]ION
AVAILABLE IN NORAD'S CONTROL CENTER, TRUDEAU APPEARD TO
HAVE MANDLED THE QUESTION RATHER SUCCESSFULLY, STATING THAS
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PAGE 3 m 2820
ML HAD BEEN KEPT wgLL JNPORNED ON THE PRO P OTHE

OECAYING ORBIT BY CANADIAN NORAD OFFJICIALB, NE ALBO INDJe
CATED THAT TME PRESIDENT'S CALL AFTER THAT EVENT WAD BEEN

AR OFFER TO MELP, AN QFFER WMICM THE CANADIANS WAD
Atcerrep,

CONMENTS MON 700124 CANADA'S DEPARTNENT OF EXTERNAL
APFATRS SUNMNUNED THE SOVIEY ANBASSADOR TO DISCUSS SEVERAL
PUINTS CONCERNING THE RESENTAY OF THE SATELLITE, REFERe
UNCED AMEXBADSY OTTANA M8Q PROVIDES DETAILS, U,S, EMBASSY,

OTTAWA, I8 PREPARING MESSAGE DESCRIBING N MORE DETAIL
E:N.OHN MEDIA REACTYION YO THI® EVENT, _
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ROIWNTCHEFE O STATS
WOISACI CENTEN

10, (U) ORIGINAYORY USDA WELLINGTON, NI

§1, (U) REQUEBY FOR EVALIN

U

AYYAC

.
18, (U) DIRCH SCIENYIPIC
18, lunnln#wt NEW TEALAND DEPARTMENY OF BCIENTIPIC
AND INDUBTR] EARCH MAS ADVIBED THE EMBABSY'S BCIENTIFIC
ATTACHE OF THE INVESTIGATION OF POSSIALE FOREIGN BPACE
MATERIAL REENTRY, ALTWOUGH TWIS BTATION 18 NOT CURRENTLY
ON A MOON DUBT ALERT, TKIB REPORT 18 BEING MADE JAW REP
CIR YO INFORM ADDRESBES TMAY POSSIBLE SPACE PRAGMENTS WAVE
BEEN LOCATED IN NEW JEALAND, THE EMBASSY 18 REPORTING THE

INPORMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH BTATE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTIONS,
ﬂ:-. THE POLLONING 18 KEYED Y0 PaRA 12,4

0 .

10,A,(1) BIGHTINGS)

(A) POSITION OF OBBERVER) ASMBURTON, NEW ZEALAND
(43848, {71e4E) _y e
(B) YIME OF BIGHTINGS APPROXIMATELY f4pe GMT, 781023

(E) UNKNOWN

(D) UNKNONWN

(E) UNKNOWN

(F) UNKNOMN

(8) UMKNOWN

(K) UNKNOWN

(1) UNKNONN

(J) OYWER DATA ABSOCIATED WITH THE BIGHTINGI THERE WAS
SBEEN ONLY ONE UNCONFIRMED OBSERVATION BY AN ABHBURYON
MILKMAN WHO REPORTED A SIGMTING ABOUT §4@@ BMY ON A NORTH
TO 8SOUTH TRAJECTORY,

(2) GROUNDED MATERIAL? . .
(A) LOCATION (4dePd8 = 171e440)

(B) CIRCUMBTANCES OF RECOVERY) ON 24 OCTY 78, A sPaceE
PRAGHENY, KNOWN LOCALLY A8 A "BPACE BALL®, WAB PICKED UP
8Y FARMER JOKN LOVETT IN HIS PADDOCK ABOUY R8 KM SOUTH OF
ASHBURTON ON NEW ZEALAND'S SOUTH IBLAND, 1T WAS TURNED
OVER 710 TWE NEw LEALAND POLICE WHO IN TURN O:fXVZuzo 17

YO THE NATIONAL RADIATION LABORATORY IN CHRIBSTCHURCH POR

A RADIOACTIVE CHECK (NEGAYIVE FINDING), THE OBJECY MAS
NOW BEEN DELIVERED YO THE NI DSIR POR OPTAILED EXAMINATION
AND ANALYSIS, ON NOV 8 A BECOND "OPACE BALL® WAB FOUND BY
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N CmiILor ETArY
SARACCINTIN

PAGE ) MR | i KL 1y 53597
ANOTHER ASHBURYON FARMER (AGAIN NAMED LOVETY, APPARENTLY
BROTHERS) WHILE CUYYING A PIELD OF ALPALFA, THE

LOCATION OF TYHE BECOND FPRAGMENT WAB APPROXYIMATELY

240 METERS PROM THE FIRBY AND IN AN ADJOINING PIELD,

1T WAS NOY DISCOVERED UNTIL 1T MAD BEEN BTRUCLK BY TWE
MOWING MACHINE AND I8, THIREPORE, REPORYEDLY DAMAGED BY
THE . ACHINERY, TWE BECOND OBJECT WAS BEEN TURNED OVER

YO YHE NI POLICE BUY MAB NOY YEY REACHED DBIR IN
WELLINGYON,

(1) YIME OF IMPACTY) UNKNOWN, THE PARMPER, JOMN LOVETTY,
CLAIMB YO HAVE BEEN IN YHE PADDOCK ON OCTOBER 22 AND

18 CERTAIN YHE PRAGMENT, WHICH WAB PROMINENTLY LOCATYED,
MAS NOT IN THE PADDOCK AT THE YIME, IF THE MILKMAN'S
SIGHTING CAN BE CONPIRMED, THE APPROXIMATE TIME OF IMPACY
WOULD BE 14082 GMT, OCY B3, COORDINATES OF IMPACT ARLA

ARE 171ed4dE AND 4dep4b,

2, BEE "BIGHYINGSE* ABOVE,

3, BEE "BIGHTINGS™ aBOVE, )

4, CHARACTYERIBYICB OF IMPACT AREAN UNKNOW, (WNT POLICE HAVE
BEEN ABXED YO INTERVIEW THE DISCOVERING PAWRMEWS AND PERPORM
A MORE THOROUGK INSPECTION OF THL IMPACT AREA),

] AMAGE Y NONE

# IDENTIFYING MARKE1 NOWNE APPARENT ON FIABT BPHERE,
COND SPHERE MAS NOT BEEN EXAMINED POR IDENTIFYING MARKS,

(D) PHYSICAL NATURE AND CONDITION)

f, BIZC1 SPHERE WITH WELDED EGUATOR) 108 MM, DIAMETER AT

THE EQUATOR AND 168 MM, DIAMEYER AT THE POLB) THICKNESS

APPROXIMATELY 3IMM,

2. WEIGHTI 682 GRAMS (DOIM ESTIMATES APPROXIMATELY 10 PER

CENT ODRIGINAL WEIGHY LOBB THROUOH DEFORMATION CAUBE BY
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gfnder: gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA

ssage-1D: <328ABDEE.1FE4@cc.umanitoba.ca>
pate: Thu, 14 Nov 1896 00:36:30 -0800
From: Grant Robert Cameron <gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA>
Organization:.Unlversity of Manitoba
x-Mailer: Mozilla 3.0 (X11; I; SunOS 5.4 sun4dm)
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA
subject: Danger as rogue satellite falls to earth
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------ 52D76A201ABF"
Status: RO
X-Status:

This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 606‘/‘403

—————————————— 52D76A201ABF
Content-Type: text/plain; charsetzus-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

http://www2.nando.net/newsroom/ntn/health/020396/health10_18331.html

—————————————— 52D76A201ABF

Content-Type: text/plain; charsetzus-ascii; name="health10_18331.html"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="health10_18331.html"

Copyright ¢ 1996 Nando.net
Copyright ¢ 1996 Times of London

(Feb 3, 1998 8:47 p.m. EST) -- A rogue Chinese spy satellite has careened
out of control and will crash to Earth within the next few weeks from an
orbit that takes it over the British Isles.

The one-ton satellite, which passes over Britain and Ireland four or five
times a day, will turn into a fireball and hurtle to Earth some time in the
first two weeks of March, according to the scientists tracking it. They will
be unable to predict where it will strike until a few days beforehand.

"It would cause devastation if it landed in a built-up area," said Professor
Alan Johnstone of the Mullard Space Science Laboratories at University
College London. "They do not know where it is going to land and they cannot
do anything to regain control. It could come down anywhere and its orbit
takes it over some of the Earth’s most populated areas."

Unlike most satellites, FSW1 is designed to withstand the 1,200 degrees
Centigrade of heat generated around its hull by re-entry into the Earth’s
atmosphere at 18,000 miles an hour. It could still be travelling at well
over a 1,000mph when it hits the surface.

The Chinese launched FSW1 in October 1993. It was due to spend just a few
days photographing Earth from space, after which it should have jettisoned a
module containing its cameras and other equipment and returned to Earth with
the films.



Wostern space scientists believe the satellite’s controllers activated its
~ rockets at the.wrong moment, sending the re-entry module into an unstable
elliptical orbit. It now swings around the Earth every 100 minutes, dipping
into the upper_atposphere at its closest approach at 100 miles above the
Earth, then spinning 2,000 miles into outer space before starting its return
journey- Dr. Richard Crgwther, a senior scientist at the Defence Researgh
Agency, an arm of the Ministry of Defence at Farnborough, Hampshire, said
the rogue satellite was being kept under close surveillance. "It spends much
more time over areas of high latitude, which includes the U.K., northern
Europe and north America, so that is probably where it will land,"” he said.

Andrew Wilson, the editor of Jane’s Space Directory, has followed the fate
of FSW1 ever since the Chinese lost control of it. “The chances are it will
fall in the ocean, simply because it covers 70 percent of the Earth’s
surface, but we have to be cautious. Its orbit also takes it over a huge
part of the world’s population.”

Some western space scientists have spent months trying to work out whether
FSW1 will survive the impact. They believe that obtaining the films it
contains would be an intelligence coup, showing what the Chinese were spying
on and how much they were able to see. The chances, however, could be slim;
FSW1 is a primitive craft by modern standards, so primitive that, according
to Jane s, its heat shield is made from oak planks.

"It may survive the trip through the atmosphere, but the impact with the
surface will almost certainly reduce it to fragments," said one scientist.

Nick Johnson, a specialist in space debris and obsolete satellites who works
as a consultant with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), said it would leave a crater up to 30 feet wide and 20 feet deep.
“The chances of it hitting a built-up area are, however, very low," he said.

Most of the tracking has been done by the United States Space Command (UNSC)
in Colorado Springs, which follows nearly 8,000 orbiting man-made objects
through 11 radar stations around the world. Its main aim is to prevent their
re-entry being mistaken for ballistic missile warheads, thus triggering a
nuclear alert, but it also provides foreign governments with an early
warning service. Its scientists hope to be able to give several days’

warning of where FSW1 will crash-land.

Lieutenant-Colonel Jim House, UNSC's chief of space operations, said the
satellite’s orbit was already deteriorating daily. "Last Monday it came
within 99 miles of Earth, but by Friday that had decreased to 86 miles. It

is suffering increasing drag from the upper atmosphere, which will pull it
down even faster."”

Several orbiting objects have plunged to Earth. In 1978 there were worldwide
protests when the Soviets’ nuclear-powered Cosmos 954 satellite came down
over northern Canada, blazing a trail of radioactive debris across the

tundra.

In 19798 20 tons of the American Skylab station smashed into the Australian
outback. Large chunks of the Russian Salyut 7 space station also crashed
into South American forests, starting several fires. One piece was reported
to have fallen into the back garden of a house where an Argentine woman was

doing her ironing.
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From: Grant Robert Cameron <gcameron@ i
Organizati;ni University of Manitogg cc.UManitoba.CA>
X-Mailer: Mozilla 3.0 (X11; I; s
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To: gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA
Subject: cosmosSS:'oosmos: Satelite/re—entry.
Content-Type: mUItlpart/mixed; BoUN AT T =" — i s i e 4CA35B65B878A"
Status: RO

X-Status:

This is a multi-part message in MIME format. C&S M 0 S -
—————————————— 4CA3565678A

Content-Type: text/plain; charset-us-ascii
Content—Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

http://webhead.com/”sergio/cosmosSS/O109.html

—————————————— 4CA3565678A

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; name="0109.html"
Content—Transfer—Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="0109.html"

cosmos: Satelite/re-entry.

Carlos B. Suarez (suarez@biol.unlp.edu.ar)
Wed, 29 Nov 1995 19:06:28 -0200

* Messages sorted by: [ date J[ thread ][ subject ][ author ]
¥ Next message: Yuri Herrera: "cosmos: Ciclo de Conferencias Internet por
temas"

Previous message: Carlos B. Suarez: "cosmos: Astronomers Announce First
Clear Evidence of a Brown Dwarf"

——————————————————————————————————————— retransmito----------ooo________
>From: M.Ramirez@mtsat.telesat.ca (Ramirez, Manuel S.)

>Organization: Telesat Canada

>Date: Wed, 29 Nov 1995 16:26:43 -0300

>Subject: Satelite/re-entry.
>

>

>PAPER Agence France Presse ( English )

>PDATE Mon 27 Nov 95

>TIME 14:10 GMT (09:10 Eastern Time)

>PRIORITY Urgent

>SECTION International News

>LENGTH 230 words

>KEYWORDS CHINA SATELLITE

>DTLINE PARIS

>HEADLINE Out-of-control satellite to crash land: report

>

>PARIS, Nov 27 (AFP) - An out-of-control Chinese military satellite wgigping
>two tonnes is set to crash land in the firgt half of next year, and it is
>impossible to calculate where, a report said Monday.

D

> Aviation Week and Space Technology said the FSW-1 reconnaissance
ssatellite could crash anywhere between latitutes 58.5 degrees north and



>§buth, including Europe, South American, Asia, Australia and most of North
>America.

>
> The satellite has been spinning out of control since shortly after it

>was launched in October 1883, in an elliptical trajectory swinging as close
>as 160 kilometers (100 milesu) to the earth, it said.

>
> It is now losing altitude at a rate of five to six kilometers (three to

>four miles) a day, according to the report.

>

> The main bulk of the satellite is unlikely to break up on re-entry to
>the earth’s atmosphere because it has heat-resistant cladding, the report
>said, reporting that US radar trackers have been following it for some
>time.

>

> Such crashes have occured before without causing significant damage or
>injuries on the ground: a large lump of the US Skylab crashed to earth in
>Australia on July 11, 1979, while a Soviet Cosmos military satellite landed
>in Canada in January 1878.

>

> Aviation Week added that the satellite in theory still has intact a
>parachute landing system, which could function normally despite its two
>years out of control.
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