in ballistic orbits, but seem able to move in whatever
direction they please — not at all in the manner of orbi-
tal type vehicles such as satellites. His ego was show-
ing, concerning the '""talking to us" - I suppose he felt
that since astronomers are concerned with the external
universe, if visitors were coming from outer space they
would immediately speak to the astronomers. "They"
apparently haven't asked for an audience with him or his
colleagues so obviously we are not being visited.

aspects of UFO flight seems to be that they do not move ﬁ

I maintain that we need a framo of reference for the
potential encounters between outerspace visitors and
carthlings that does not involve such an cgotistical
assumption as our equality with the visitors. First, we
have to recognize that it may well be that there have been
official contacts between ET life and various governments

on earth without our being informed of them. Many other
significant, potentially less panicky, events have been
kept from the peoples of the world by the goveraments of
the world - always of course for the ""good of the coun~
try' or at least the best interests of the governments -
it says here in small print. Secondly, we must recog-
nize the smallness of both our chunk of space and the
chunk of time represented by earth's technological and
sociological development when examined on a cosmic
level, The planct earth has been around for roughly

5 billion years. Human type creatures have been on the
surface of that planet for, at most, about 10, 000, 000
years, or 0.2% of the carth's history. We have recorded
history available to influence our own development for
roughly several thousand years. We have been aware of
gravity for perhaps 300 years; have flown in powered air-
craft for fewer than 75 years - have been capable of re-
ceiving a radio signal from outer space for fewer than

50 years, have discovered the means by which our own
star, the sun, produces its energy fewer than 40 years
ago and duplicated it on more than a lab scale fewer than
20 years ago — and walked on another body in our own
solar system for the first time fewer than 3 years ago.
Some parts of the universe outside of our solar system
have been around more than 13 billion years. If we
could advance from wood fires producing hot air to run
balloons to the 6 million pound Saturn 5 rocket in a couple
of hundred years, on what basis can we presume that
others had not done so billions of years ago or say at
least 5 billion years after the formation of their stars?? ?
Why stop at travel within a gquarter of a million miles of
home (the moon) when the universe is so large? The
moon is 1.5 seconds away at the speed of light. The sun
is 8 light minutes away at the same speed and the near-
est star is under 5 light years away. We are, however,
aware of stars billions of light years away in all direct-
fons. In the light of even our own undoubtedly extremely
limited knowledge of the universe, interstellar travel is
as feasible today as moon flights were in 1940 = no "new
science' needs to be discovered, though if we survive,
we will undoubtedly discover plenty of new science.

To return to the apparent absence of contact - we
should really ask ""why should they make contact with
us?", which in a very real sense would make us as
important as they are. I really can't understand any-
one's notion that we would be as important, exciting,
helpful, friendly, informative, etc., to them as they
might be to us. Their technology has to be well in ad-
vance of our own - quite casily a million years ... this
means we would have plenty to gain from them (since
progress comes from doing things differently) but what
would they gain from us? I can't sce any arcas of tech-
nology, agriculture, sociology, religion, cosmology or
anything else in which we could expect to have informa-
tion useful to them that they don't already have; except
perhaps information about how earthlings will behave
when we get ""out there' and, perhaps information about
why we behave in the primitive, anti-humanistic anti-all-
religious faiths fashion in which we do indeod behave.
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