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The present issue of Round Robin is devoted principally to the sub­
ject of fire immunity, and more particularly to fire-walking - material 
which was promised our readers several months ago. Our reasons for con­
sidering this matter to be of great importance will become clear to 
those who turn through the various articles; however, in connection with 
this point we quote briefly from Bulletin IX for Huna Research Associates, 
issued by Director �� Freedom Long: 

BUL. IX 
May 25, 149 

11The growing interest in fire-walking and fire-handling 
is to be seen in many articles in magazines touching o� 
these topics. Recently the Saturdaf Evening Post had a 

fine illustrated article on the use of the fire test to determine guilt 
or innocence of accused persons. in Africa. Natural Histor,y Magazine 
and Mechanix Illustrated (March ) carried articles by Wilmon Menard, well 
illustrated, covering his firewalking experiences in the South Sea.:Is -

·land of Raiatea. TheM� number of Desert Magazine bas a splendid arti­
cle, well illustrated, by artist John Hilton, telling of fire-handling 
by Indians living down San Diego w�. They used live coals in a healing 
ceremony.11 

And to summarize briefly from the next Bulletin, No. ·X: 

•CHARLES W. KENN arrivedin Los Angeles (from Hawaii ) bring­
ing a �ss of fascinating material, concerning findings on 

testing of the fire-magic • • •  which leaves one gasping mentally. He held 
us all (of the John Anderson group) for over two hours while he method­
ically showed us what a vast and mixed field of material stands before 
us in Polynesia • • •  the many mistakes made by investigators, particular­
ly the psychology of the ancient Polynesian culture . • •  Following the 
Xuda Bux fire-walking tests, which shook the psychological world, tests 
were made with Hussain, who failed to avoid small burns himself, and 
whose performance was bettered by one of the men engaged in the test -
ing. This brought the decision that there was no magic at all in the 
performance, and that anyone who had the courage to try could fire -
walk over live coals or heated stones. For the next 12 years the mat­
ter was allowed to stand. The professors and their friends were satis­
fied that they had explained away the most spectacular psycho-religious 
performance to be found in world history except in the phenomena of 
spiritualism. Now Charles W. Kenn has tossed the question back into 
the fire - has gone behind the scenes and given us the picture from the 
angle of the firewalker, and injected into the problem questions which 
reach out into unexplored corners of the field. The actual phenomena 
begin to dwindle in importance as we find ourselves asking whether 
there are Gods, and whether they actually do die if not worshipped by 
their devotees. The Veil does seem to be thinning very fast between 
this level of consciousness and the next. ' 
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What is Magic? The true definition of anything, wrote Nietzche, 
is its history. And the history of Magic, considered as feats of wonder­
working and mystery, would take us far past Atlantis and Lemuria, past 
the dawn-man even, and to the primitive colonization of our planet by 
the adventurous Etherean 'Angels'. But the word, like a thousand others, 
is an omnibus, a portmanteau, carrying whatever its users would pack in­
to it. It implies a force, a Power, an agenc.y not familiar, net under -
stood, and which moreover seems •unnatural' and at variance with 'natural' 
laws and principles. 

Because the use of mfSterious means to produce spectacular 
effects was a means to power, produced awe in the beholders, triCkery 
was often used where true power was laCking, Therefore magic became a 
tainted word, of bad repute. As the embryonic sciences expanded, be -
came organized bodies of knowledge, rooted in mathematics, logic, and the 
induction of natural laws from observed facts - then the unknown laws 
and forces, the non-conformist data, disquieting, challenging, became 
outlawed, became operations of magic. And magic thus included delusions 
and lies and all the sheer inventions of ignorance. And apart from this 
the word meant only prestidigitation, stage illusions, and the rabbits 
from the hat of the public 'conjuror.• 

To the primitive . m a�n of cur own time, the 'talking box', 
the far-seeing eye of televisicn, the X-r� and a thousand other devices 
are sheer magic. He does not discredit them, however, for to him magic 
and science and religion are all one at bottom. His spells and char.ms 
and astral journeyings have also been magic to us, but discredited as 
superstition and deceit becguse they have no pigeon-hole to receive 
them, in our classification of things possible, acceptable and true. 
The ethnologist, anthropologist, historian, philosopher will eaCh 
for.mulate his own definition , as is his privilege if he abides by it, 
does not draw too hard a line-pass-not for the rest of us. 

But to my own w� of thinking, it is only the occult scien -
tist, or scientific occultist (and the really are such men ) who has a 
near-right and workable concept of this term. 'Magie 1 , he s�s, is 
the Act, and the Art and Science and Skill of drawing Power from the 
1higher' and invisible planes, into manifestation �on earth. He 

holds that no phenomenon can be explained and understood wholly in 
terms of the plane on which it appears. Back of every appearance lie 
the unseen energies of the universe. Always they can be tapped by 
right methods, controlled and utilized by right knowledge. Whether . 
'orthodox' science recognizes these methods or not, is of only pass­

ing concern. The occult knowledge of tod� is the science of tomorrow, 
and the scientific finalities of tod� (if there be such) will in 
their �urn be changed, or rejected and forgotten. "Since there are 
no finalities in science, there should therefore be no dogmatism." 

Who is a greater magician than the builder of a dynamo? 
Does he not draw forth a Somewhat from the ab.ysses of the universe, 
"fresh, changeful, lawless, potent and strange" to turn all the 
wheels and light the paths of civilization? A work of true magic, but 



we do not call mim a magician, because he has found the laws of this 
'lawless' energy, and has bui�t a machine for its governance, and other 
men can now build other similar machines - and so, we think we under­
stand electricity, and call this magic, science. When we can use and 
duplicate ,  weigh and measure and classify, our magic becomes science. 
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But always behind what we thirik we know, is the unknown, the vast genera­
tive powers of Nature; and alw�s there are knowledge, and methods and 
operations which are strange and unacceptable and true, and in time to 
come will seem less strange. The whole history of occultism, and of 
science too, bears witness to this fact, and whoe ver looks twice at this 
history will be slow to make denial. 

And so Max Freedcm Long chose the title of his beck clev erly and 
with insight. The Secret Science Behind Miracles. Science, which is 
ordered and �stematic knowledge, can be secret. It is always a secret, 
really, to those who cannot understand it . All highly specialized 
knowledge is secret, to the ignorant and incompetent. They have only the 
word of their revelators and high priests, that this vast and intricate 
apparatus, this involved chemical reaction, works thus-and-so, proves 
this and that to be true. All down the ages, specialized kncwledge has 
been secret by its very nature - and also because its possession meant 
power. And the miracle-working Kahuna, commanding wind and weather, 
fish and fowl, sending death on the wings of pr�er , walking unharmed 
through fire, over white-hot stones, has a secret science which is 
truly notable. Truly worth our while to study it, too, because it can 
heal our minds and bodies alike. 

For this stu�, it has been natural to seize upon the firewalk -
simply because it is spectacular, and unbelievable, and undeniable, 
and incredible, and provable and wholly proved, a fantastic and unex­
plainable FACT. The data we offer here could probably be increased 
three t imes or four, by whoever wished to do the necessary research. 
But it would tell the same story over again and again, in essentials at 
least. It is truly a superior datum, no dim lights and sheeted ghosts, 
no margins of fraud and guess-work, but a hard, brutal, factual business 
of bare feet on red-hot coals, live flame on bare bodies - a thing 
that happens fer any man1s observation, to be studied, photographed, 
recorded in any way you will -and from 1science1, so far, not one word! 
It contravenes all ' normal ' experience, laws of combustion (as of flesh 
in fire ) , points to capacities, laws, energies , powers human or extr� 
human which for a time override the ways of Nature � � know them. 
But not, it seems, as the Kahuna knows them. Then perhaps the 'Popes cf 
science' can yet learn something from the priests of the grass huts. 
They need not be ashamed any longer {as some still are, about going to 
seances; nit ' s not done in the best circles" ), for some very learned 
men have walked the fire-pits unharmed. No , this is NOT a thing for 
the chemist, the physicist , the biologist to shrug off because 11we 
can't get our teeth in to it - not proven - too controversial- not i� 
portant anywaf"· No honest thinker who wishes to pull aside the iron 
curtain ( the vaporous curtain) of the phenomenal world, to put one foot 
ahead of the other on the path of understanding, can ignore the chall­
enge of the Kahuna - the Challenge of the Fire and the Unburned Flesh. 
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K!R! !!A��!.RQ:. 
by 

Professor Charles J. �. Theosophical University 
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The January, 1949, Natural HistorY, the magazine of the American 
Museum of Natural History, contains a no tew or thy article on firewalk­
ers of the South Seas, for it has one unusual feature. It is written 
by a man, Mr. Wilmon ·-Menard, who himself walked across the glowing 
stones at Raiatea Island without being burnt, his bare feet not even 
feel ing the intense heat to which they were subjected. 

The High Chief of the island, a magnificent specimen of humanity, 
led the sacred procession of firewalkers across the intensely heated 
stones three times. He invited Mr. Menard to�fall in behind him, which 
he did, but once was enough for him! He describes his impressions 
vividly and publishes some interesting photographs of his own taking. 
Ho says that after 48 hours of heating the great heat was very trying 
50 feet away, and "the shimmering pit of glowing fire recalled to mind 
the lava pits in the vicinity of Kilauea in Hawaii." Innnediately be­
foro thp t�r�wnlt.: �on�. ot .. tl}�-� t��ri st spectators tossed a handker­
chief ori tho glowing rocks and in a second it was reduced to a gr� 
powder!11 Another stepped forward to the edge of tho pit to look more 
closely at the glowing mass of red hot or white hot stones, and in -
stantly his face and neCk were badly seared and had to be treated with 
healing oil by one of the islanders. Yet the firewalkers came out of 
the bu sh a few minutes later and calmly began the ceremonial march. 
The High Chief himself performed part of the ceremony by crawling on 
hands and feet across the hot stones. No one else ventured to try 
this. 

Mr. Menard reports that the only sensation he felt in his feet 
during the ordeal resembled "countless tiny electric shocks striking 
the soles. 11 This is not unique., as will be shown later. His feet 
were not prepared in any way. In fact he did not intend to take part 
until the last minute, when the Chief suggested it and evidently took 
him under his protection. 

Referring to this celebration Mr. Menard, in another publication, 
say� that a French spectator was so sure that the stones could not 
really be hot that he rashly marched out without permission onto the 
fire pit; but after the first step he jumped high into the air and had 
to be hospitalized for two monthsl The physicians had great difficulty 
in saving his roasted limbs- He never doubted the power of fire after 
that, whatever the sceptics might say! 

In 1928 the fire-walk was celebrated for the first time in many 
years at Raiatea and was participated in by a wealthy Chicagoan, Walden 
Shaw and a small party including three ladies who were touring the . 
Pacific Islands. The California newspapors of April 14 contained long 
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accounts of their experiences which closely agreed with those described 
by Mr. Menard, with one significant addition. All the party followed 
tho Chief,or priest as they called him, in safety without a trace of 
fire on their feet though their faces felt hot, excepting one, the cook 
of Mr. Shaw's yacht F�itb. He had made the fatal mistake of looking 
back and his feet were burned- The Chief had warned the party not to 
look back or they would be burned. 

A similar but more recent account (Dec.5, 19 36) covers the same 
ground. Mr. Fred Lewis, a Southern California rancher, and friends, on 
the yacht St��nger, studied the ceremony on Raiatea. Thirty-five persons 
walked across the 12-ft. pit of rrwhii:·o-hot rocks" without harm. One of 
them, a Mrs. Lewis, said their feet did not even feel warm; but a scout · 

who arrived after the High Chief had left, tried to walk the pit by him­
self n.nd was badly burned. 

Numerous tentat
.
ive scientific and "commonsense" explanations have 

been offered to solve the mystery of firewalking, but none have been 
convincing. Mr. Menard offers a solution which he believes may help. 
But. �t�r examining well-authenticated cases the reader will see how 
impossible it is to accopt any of the explanations as covering the facts. 

Another first-hand account of firewalking by a responsible and un­
usually well-qualified witness, Mr. Kellogg of California, also was 
published by World Youth for September, 1947. It took place in M1Benga, 
a small island 24 miles from Suva, capital of the Fiji Islands, about 
?OOO miles from Ra.iatca. It is very rarely cole·brated there as it is 
frowned upon by the missionaries, but as Mr. Kellogg was held in high 
esteem by the islanders and their Chief a special demonstration was 
arranged. 

The pit of superheated rocks was so hot, that when during the 
firewalk he tossed a thick and heavy army boot into the pit for a test, 
"it didn't last a minute but exploded into flames and dropped down to 
ash in less time than it takes to tell it.11 The pit was 20 feet long 
and the walkers moved round it slowly on the red hot stones three 
times in their bare feet. Mr.Kellogg noticed that the anklets of dried 
ferns they wore were not affected by the fire. When one of the cele -
brants emerged from the fiery pit he immediately examined her feet and 
found they were perfectly normal and did not show the slightest trace 
or smell of fire. It is noteworthy that he himself is an expert in 
handling fire and has given demonstrations of his knowledge before 
large audiences for many years, yet he is able to write: 

wben the Hon. David Hoodless, the British Commissioner of Educa­
tion and I talked over the strange experience, �had no explana­
tion to offer, nor have I· 

Dr. Hoodless had lived in Fiji for many years and had a perfect 
knowledge of the language and of the people. 

In rogord to M'Benga, Dr. Hocken, in Transactions of the New 
Zealand Institute, Vol. XXXI, 1888, describes his observations. They 
agree with those of Mr. Ke�logg, but he adds that the firewulk is done 
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by a spe cial clan or family , but that anyone c ould do it safely if he 
he ld the hand of one of the regular firewalkers. A thermome ter sus -
pended more than five feet above the stones re«istered 282 degrees Fahr. 
and had to be removed quickly before the solder melted. He says 11the 
stones appeared white-hot and darting flames were flickering between 
them." After the ceremony quantities ot leaves were thrown on the 
stones and steamed furiously; then food laid on them was quickly cooked. 
Dr. Hocken could find no explanation of the performance. 

Mr. Basil Thompson, an official and a well-known anthropologist, 
gives a similar account of M'Benga. in South Sea Yarns, p. 195, and was 
particularly struck b y  the fact that the anklets of dried ferns were 
not even scorched by the fire. Mrs. Clancy, Socretar,y to the late 
Professor NiCholas Roerich, told the present writer that whon a small 
party of her friends from San Francisco walked the fire in 1934, one 
of them faltered when starting and had his feet burnt immediately. 
Another wa lked safoly nearly to tho end , but suddenly thought, 0this 
is an idiotic thing to do,11 an d  looked down at his feet (which is 
against the rules ) and began to wish he had not vonturod. He was in -
stantly burnt , but was so close to the brink of the fire that he 
quickly reached safety and was not badly injured. 

The Jounnal of the Polyne sian Society (New Zealand ) for March 
1899, a thoroughly scientific magazine, published a most circumstant­
ial account of firewalking in the South Seas. It was supplied by Col. 
Gudgeon, British Resident at Raratonga in the Cook Islands, who him­
self passod over the superheated stones without the s lightest injury. 
After the tohunga (priest) and one disciple had walked slowly 12 feet 
over tha fire, he said to Col. Gudgeon, "I hand my � to you. Lead 
your three friends across." He did so, and all but one got across 
safely . The one who failed was badly burned, and Col . Gudgeon explains 
that t hough he was warned, like Lot's wife he turned and looked baCk, 
11a thing against all the rules11• This is exactly parallel to tho 
casua�ties in M1Bonga, just mentioned. Col. Gudgeon writes that while 
he knew he was walking on red hot stones , yet he w as not burned. Like 
Mr� Menard he on ly felt 'slight electric sho Cks. ' His feet were not 
prepared in any way , and he was astonished to find that tithe very 
skin of his feet was not even hardened by the fire11, though an hour 
afterward green branches of a tree were blazing in a few seconds after 
being thrown on the stones . 

One more quotation to close our reports from Polynesia. This is 
also fro m the Journal of the Polynesian Society. It is dated March, 
1901, and quotes Mr. G.E.Hall, of San Francisco, Consul-General for 
Turkey. He walked the "red-hot stones11 in the island of Tabe'a in 
the French Society I slands, in company with Commodore Germinot, Com­
mander of the French cruiser Potet. He writes: 

We stripped off our shoes, rolled up our duck trousers, and 
t�ok our places behind the chanting sorceress who went on ahead 
of us, again ·beating the stones with 11 leaves. Then I wished I 
had not been so bold. All the heat I ever experienced was noth­
ing to that. 
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But the heat was confined, as in othe r cases, to the upper part of 
his body, mo stly to the face, hands, ears, and eye s which ran water 
plentoou.sly. He continue s: 

11 But all this  time :m.Y. fee t  were cool  and we pas sed the ordeal 1!!1� 
singed and unharmed· I canno t explain how it was that I was not blistered 
in walking over the stones. There were scientists  of some no te among the 
officers of the Potet, but they could no t explain . "  

The last  report from the Pacific Islands that we have room for is 
perhaps the mo st significant because it come s from a distinguished 
scientist, the late well-known authority on bo tanY, Dr. William Tuft s 
Brigham of Bishop Museum, Hawaii, and a close student of the philosophy 
and occultism of the Hawaiian Ka.hunas o r  prie sts. Under their pro tection 
he went acro ss  a wide lake of  lava near Napoopoo,  which was intensely 
heat ed. The surface was just hard enough to bear the weight of a man .  
Firewalking on lave is not u�al in the Pacific islands and the Hawaii­
an case is probably unique. To the amusement of his Kahuna friends he 
insi sted on wearing a pair of heavy hob-nailed boots  , but these proved 
of no use for they soon burnt off his feet, though the lat ter  were no t 
affected in any way. Like other  white men who have walked the fire, he 
writes that after  gett ing safely acros s  the lake of lava, and looking 
·buck at the remains of one of his boots lying on the lava burned to a 
crisp, 11I was never so relieved: in my life as I was to find that I was 
safe and there 'JYas no t a blister  on my feet. n In this case we have an 
instance in which whatever may have controlled the heat was of such a 
nature that it only protected his feet, not his boots; but in another 
firewalk the sho e s  were also pro tect ed, as we shall see tat e r .  In the 
Hawaiian case the anklets of leaves worn by the tohungas who went in 
front of Dr. Brigham were immediately burnt, but in the Polyne$ian and 
some o ther cases the y were not affected. Hawaiian firewalking is  care­
fully discus sed in Mr. Max Freedom Long's The Secret Science Behind 
Miracles. 

Leaving Polynesia for Japan and India. we find one marked differ­
ence in the technique; instead of walking over a rough and very ir­
regular surface of goo�sized glowing roCks in these countries, a bed 
of charcoal is employed, and as it is often a foot deep, it is not only 
the sole of the foot that is directly in contact with the hot substance 
but the entire foo t, for it sinks down into the red-hot fr�ents of 
charcoal! 

The Field (London) for May 20, 1899, published a description of 
the fire ceremony by Colonel H. A. Haggard who had just seen it in To­
kyo. He writes that after some "waving of hands11 (passes? ) and sprink­
ling of salt, a number of people of all ages walked a. considerable dis­
tance acrosa glowing charcoal. He examined their feet afterwards and 
found them quite soft and 'Unburned. 

Dr. M. M. McGovern, the well known traveler and writer on Tibet 
and other faraway places, recounts his experience of the firewalk in 
Japan at an annual ceremony held by a Shinto sect, where both priests 
and spectators walked across a large bed of flaming coals. He sars: 



I personally walked across three times, and although my 
clothes were slightly scorched, my flegh was in no Waf in­
jured, although I walked in � bare feet. HOw this can he 
accounted for I don't know; the fact that before treading 
on the hot coals my feet were rubbed with snlt may have had 
something to do with it. (Literary Digest, Aug. 1926) 

Perhaps the most interesting case to students of Theosophy is that 
of Professor E� So Stephenson, an' .. old and devoted Fellow of the Theo-­
sophical Society. For many years hewas·Professor of English Litera­
ture at the Ioperial Naval College at Tokyo, and later at Katherine 
Tingley's educational institution at Point Lema, California, where 
he died. He walked the glowing charcoal at Tbkyo, where the course 
was 90 feet long and 6 feet wide. He described it in detail to the 
present writer and submitted to intensive questioning. His feet 
were quite tender and had no salt or any other substance rubbed on 
them. After watching a long procession of Japanese s

"
tart the walk , 

he was seized with the desire to tr,y for himself, and asked the of-
. ficiating priest (a friend) if he could follow without being burned. 

Tha latter consented and took him aside and quiCklY performed some 
kind of ritual , after·which he followed the procession whiCh was 
ver,y near the end of the fier,y walk. 

He, like the Japanese, walked l:a.refoot and quite slowly the whole 
ninety feet, yet he felt no heat but only a sensation resembling 
light electric currents playing around his feet, as in other cases 
mentioned. He was not singed, nor was the tender skin of his feet 
hardened. When part of the way across, he felt a sharp pain in on e 
foot and thought it was the fire, but when he examined his feet af­
ter completing the course he found no traces of fire but there was 
a runall cut in the flesh, evidently made by a sharp stone or bit 
of glass- which had got into the burning embersl 

In regard to the salt: during the brief preparator.y ritual, salt 
was lightly sprinkled over him, but not rubbed on his feet, and he 
explained that such sprinkling was a customary part of many Japan-
ese ceremonies. 

· 

While firewalking in India has been known from Mahabharate. times 
as a sacramental rite, an important ceremony of purification, some 
of the most evidential accounts in modern times come from places 
far renoved from India but where many Hindus have congregated. One 
of these is the island of Mauritius, cast of Madagascar. A very 
full account by a police officer is given in The Illustrated Lon­
£&!!. �l!t May 19, 1928, of a fire-walk that took place there in the 
preceding December, in front of Draupadi1s Temple, Port Louis. 

The trench was 18 feet long, 10 feet wide and 2 feet deep, and 
filled with red-hot glowing embers. The devotees had come straight 
from a river four miles away where they had bathed and meditated. 
A goat was sacrificed to form a barrier between them and evil spi­
rits. Two dignified poussari or priests led the procession, which 
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followed. sparks rising as they walked. The men and boys were obvious­
ly more strained and excited than the women and girls, "their eyes blaz­
ing and their features convulsed." Some of the walkers were so weak 
when they reached the end that they had to be helped by their friends, 
but on examination by the reporter there were no signs of burning on 
the feet, or lameness. He points out that the walkers had no opport� 
nity to prepare their feet as they had marChed without stopping over 
the four miles to the temple. They believed that if they broke the 
rules in their 15 days of preparation (mostly fasting and the like ), 
they would be burned. He saw one case where holes were burned into a 
man•s feet as the direct result of some infraction of the rules. 

A ver.1 striking celebration was held on April 4, 1928, at Durban 
in Natal, where there are thousands of Hindus, and the scene was very 
similar to the aboveo The heat was so overwhelming that many women 
and children spectators fainted. The leaves of nearby trees were 
scorched and destroyed. and some of the firewalkers (who had fasted 
for a week) collided with others and fell. but they quiCkly picked 
themselves up again. Yet the walkers felt no pain and though their 
feet were dusty, there was no trace of burning or other injury. They 
were carefully examined by two doctors and the Chief of Police, who 
could not explain how they escaped unhurt. The priest said that al­
though the ceremony could never be understood by Europeans, it was an 
age-old custom among the Hindus. A fuller account is given in The 
National Geographic Magazine. 

, As reported 1n The Listener (London) MarCh 21, 1934, by R. v. 
Sayee. another Indian firewalking ceremony in South Africa, on the 
Umsundusi River, ne�r Pietermaritzburg, closely resembled those just 
described at Durban and Mauritius. The purification took 9 d�s, and 
the pit was 30 feet long. There was no burning or blistering of the 
feet, though some of the participants seemed almost unconscl ous, and 
had to be helped to the temple; they quiCkly recovered. The same 
number of The Listener contains another account of firewalking, to 
the same effect. The danger of being more or less burnt in propor­
tion to the degree of infraction of the strict rules seems to be ful­
ly believed am�ng Hindus, and, as we have seen, by the Polynesians. 

Andrew Lang, the well known writer on out-of-the-wey topics, 
describes the feat as reported by Stephen P�nder from the Straits 
Settlements, Wellesley Province. The South Indian coolies who 
smoothed the r ed-hot embers with long rakes were unable to stand the 
least injury. It is significant that the records say that on one 
occasion one walker slipped and fell and was terribly burned! 

Coming now to India proper, we have only room for a few ac­
counts o�t of many repo�ted cases. � H� �iritual Magazine 
publishes a striki-ng report of a "fire test11 on July 3, 1909, writ­
ten by Babu Pr���r Ghose, Deputy Magis�rate. The heat was in­
tense, even at 15 feet away, 'but the ThakJ.r who offic.ia.ted boldly 
en te:-:-ed the 12-foot-long pit while pronorucing some ma'.t.ramsc- The 
flam� s covered him to the !!&fii, and the Hindu specta·�ors c.ried a­
loud with astonishment. The Thakur crossed the pit four times, and 
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then his disciples saluted him and crossed, one by one. The Magistrate 
and some friends were then invited to cross, which they did several 
times without a:ny feeling but "an inexpressible joy, tt and the sense of 
"complete coolness." He asks, "Could it be that the burning power of 
the fire had been destroyed?" But a friend threw some paper on the 
fire and it was reduced to aShes in an instant. 

This suggestion brings to mind a case mentioned by Dr. 'lh. P ascal 
in Annales des Sciences Pgychigue, July-August, 1899, where a French 
observer who arrived late wanted to try the heat of the furnace after 
the ceremony was over and the officiating Brahman had gone away. "He 
was warned that the fire bad regained its activity and must not be 
touched," but the ruling Maharajah, who was present, had the prepara­
tory ceremony repeated and the FrenChman was then able to walk through 
safely, but his feet were slightly blistered. He learned that the 
Brahman's assistant who had perfor.med the second ceremo� in the ab­
sence of his superior bad not done itqU.te properly. 

To show how "temperamental" the fire seems to be, L. P. Winby' s 
experience, given in � Listener, mentioned above, is striking. It. 
took place in Bandh, a small native State in India. After ceremonies 
of the regular type, he and two other !nglishmen were allowed to walk 
the burning trench, which they did with perfect ease and succe SSf but 
in this case he wore a pair of light yellow deerskin shoes, and when 
he examined them afterward there was no trace of the heat and no dis­
coloration1 In view of the burning of boots described in the Pacific 
firewalks, this is a ver.y curious exception which does not seem to 
have been properly considered by believers or skeptics. Usually, 
bare feet are essential for the walkers. 

Firewalking in India is not confined to Brahma.nical Hindus, al­
though in the cases mentioned above the Brahman priest would have to 
prepare himself (and usually the participants ) by certain occult cere­
monies before he would dare to face the fire. Bindon Blood, in The 
Listener, describes a most dramatic display at Nawanagar, where two 
Moslems calmly and deliberately walked over 88 feet of intensely hot 
embers; neither of them was affected by the fire. They had chanted 
an invocation to Allah. 

In 1935, Xuda Bux, a Moslem, followed in 1937 by another, Ahmed 
Hussein, both from India, were brought to London under the auspices 
of the London Uhiversity to demonstrate firewalking to the West. The 
results were only partly satisfactor,y, although they both had great 
reputations in India. The general atmosphere, mental if not physi­
cal, of a 1ondon suburb and of a group of severely critical scien­
tists, may have interfered, but these attempts of the firew�lkers in 
no w� compare with the first-hand examples we have been considering. 
Yet Mr. Harry Price, the w ell-known psychic-researCher, who arranged 
the firewa.lking, declared t hat "we have now solved the Iey"stery of 
firewalkingl" and said that it can be easily explained in the most 
matter-of-fact way, a conclusion whiCh, however gratifying to him, 
cannot be logically held to cover the ground. Most of the partici­
pants Who walked barefoot, including HUssein, were slightly burned 
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or blistered (Hussein was taken to a hospital) in spite of the extreme­
ly short time they were subjected to the heat. which varied from 1-� 
of a second to 2-6/10 seconds. The "walk" was rather a runt There is 
no doubt, however, that Kuda Bux possessed some occult development. His 
clairvoyance was quite remarkable. 

These experiences with fire are, however, not the only instances 
in Europe, even in modern times. We all know the fire and other o� 
deals of the Middle Ages by which guilt or innocence was believed to 
be demonstrated, and singular phenomena sometimes happened in that 
connection that gave color to the popular belief. Up to quite recent­
ly, jumping through bonfires on St. John's day was prevalent in many 
Western countries and � still be practised. According to a report 
in tho Observer, �ondon) for June ?, 193S, from Sofia, even at that 
date the weird fire-dance of the 11Nestinarki" -- devout old women -
was performed in the village of Vulgari and other neighboring vil­
lages. in Southeast Bulgaria on St. Katherine 1 s dey, June 4. It was 
also held in some TurkiSh villages on the opposite side of the fron­
tier. (It would be interesting to know if this celebration still con­
tinues in spite of the political changes in Southeastern Europe!) Af­
ter dancing through the streets to a melody of s trange rhythm, 7/16, 
until they fall into a sort of tran�e and their bodies tremble, the 
Nestinarki enter the village square and dance barefoot on red-hot em­
bers until they fall exhausted. The original rhythm is sustained 
throughout. Their feet do not show the slightest trace of burning! 

This appears to b e  a lingering relic in Europe of the Roman sa­
cred firewalking. Strabo (born 63 B.C.) writes in his Geography: 

"Below Mt. Sora.cta (now Monte di s. Oreste, 46 miles north 
of Rome) is the city of �ronia, having the same name as a certain 
goddess of the country highly reverenced by the surrounding people. 
Here is her temple, in which a remarkable ceremony is performed, 
for those possessed by the divinity pass over a largebed of burning 
coal and ashes barefoot, unhurt • • • A great con course of people 
assemble to assist at the festival, which is celebrated yearly, 
and to see the said spectacle," 

Here the mystic or occult aspect is plainly stated, but the 
goddess Feronia seems to be replaced nowadays in Bulgaria by St• 
Katherine; but how many firewalkers or �eptics have read Strabo? 

Mgving across the Atlantic to America, we shall find that 
though no definite firewalk such as those mentioned is found, there 
are examples of fire ceremonies and ordeals. One of the Reports of 
the Smithsonian Institution contains an account of a Navajo cere­
mony in which the participants beat one another with blazing branches 
of trees without suffering any injury. Rosita Forbes, the-. well­
known traveler and author, describes her observations of extraordi­
nary exposure to fire in Dutch Guiana, South America, in her book, 
Women Called ID1.A (London, 1936), and in a long article by her in 
The §ydney Morning Herald, Australia, (May 28, 1936), from which 
the following is derived. 
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The fire people of Guiana are descendants of slaves imported from 
Africa some four hundred years agp and who have intermarried with the 
local Indians, about three to one, but t heir fire ordeal came down 
from unknown antiquity. It is not a regglar firewalk, but a perfect 
orgy or revel in fire, the participants {an men ) bathing in flames as 
high as the waist, dancing in it, pressihg the blazing fragments of 
wood to their bodies, chewing the r ed-hot embers. They are seeminglY 
refreshed by it, but at last they drop down from fatigue. Afterwards 
they are said to have powers to heal the sickl A chorus of women in­
tones a. chant and rhythmic drumming never stops. The direction of the proceedings is taken by a virgin priestess, who stands within reaCh 
of the flames and throws a special powder on them that intensifies 
their fury. She appears to be in a kind of trance, but if she re­
laxes for a moment the dancers are no longer immune from the b'Ul'D.ing 
and pain. She gives the sign t o  stop, and they instantly jump. out 
of the £ire. The priestesses are not taught, and the power over fire 
is not hereditary, but the selection is made when their parents ob­
serve certain signs auch as the natural ability of a girl-child to 
walk on or pley with red-hot embers on the cooking hearth. This is a 
highly significant hint and should be thoroughly studied. 

It is not out of place here to mention some well-attested in­
st�ces where human beings, instead of finding means of defying the 
effects of fire, developed dominance and the conscious master,y of it; 
an occultist would s�, control of the fire elementals which are the 
"soullf of fire, to use an approximate but expressive word. In the Old 
Testament we find Elijah drawing down fire from "heaven" to Shame the 
pagan priests and destroy his enemies. He also was carried to Pheav­
en" in a chariot of fire. 

Bernadette, the heroine of Lourdes, could let the flame of a can­
dle pla¥ through her fingers without the slightest harm. Perhaps the 
most striking case in modern times is that of Daniel Dunglas Home, Who 
could make hot blazing coals pe�ectly har.mless not only to himself 
but to others in his audiences. The evidence f or this has never been 
gainsaid. H. p. Blavatsky refers to this in Isis Unveiled, I, P• 445-6. 
In regard to Home, Dr. Robert Broom, distinguiShed paleontologist, in 
a recent article in Outspan (Bloemfontein) entitled "What is the Atti­
tude of Science to the SupernaturAl.?" quotes approvingly from Sir 
Willia m Crookes' f�ous report on Home's and others' handling of fire. 
Here is one paragraph: 

Mr. HQIDe again went to the fire, and after stirring the hot 
coals about with his hand, took out a. red-hot piece nearly a.s 
big as an orange, and, putting it on his right hand, covered 
it with his left hand so as to enclose it almost entirely, and 
then blew into the small furnace thus extemporized until the 
lump of charcoal was nearly white hot, and then drew rey atten­
tion to the lambent flame which was flickering over the coal 
and liCking rou.�d his fingers. He fell on his knees, and said, 
"Is not God good? Are not His laws wonderful?W 
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Many other distinguished personag§s witnessed te similar phenomena 
produced by·Home. One i� e�pecially noteworthy when he placed a red­
hot coal just picked off the fire by hnn on the head of the aged s. c. 
Hall, a prominent writer, and covered it with the white locks of the 
old man. Not the slightest trace of injury or inconvenience followed, 
but when it was removed by Home and other people touched it without 
his permission they were instantly burned. 

Charles Fort, in his: published collection of singular occurrences 
gives se veral accounts of conscious fire control. One of these had 
attracted H. P. Blavatsky'$ attention, and she discussed the subject 
at length in � Theo&ophist for August, 1883, commenting on a case 
that was. reported in The Scientific American for April Z8 I 1883, and 
in other responsible mag�zines as.w ell as in the local papers of Paw 
Paw:, Michigan, where the fire controller lived and where the facts 
were well known. The man, A. W. Underwood, said to be colored, was 
twenty-seven years old and ever since his twelfth year had been able 
to s et a handkerchief or a piece of paper on fire by a slight move­
ment of his hands and, particularly, by breathing on it. One report 
describes, a special e.ochibition he go.ve before n critical audience, 
and also the w ay he wa.s able to set dry lenves afire whe n on a hunt­
ing expedition and the party had run out of matches. He could only 
exert his mysterious power twice a day without becoming greatly ex­
hausted. Every kind of test was tried, and the local physician, Dr. 
Woodman, reported a complete account of this singular cas&. to The 
Michigan Medical Journal. Underwood was a quiet, unas�uming person, 
seeking no money nor publicity, and is said to have thought his abil­
ity was nothing especially out of the way, though unusual. Nothing is 
at hand about the reaction of the Medical Association, but it was �­
ably "tabled", as in 1882 such things we.:ro even more ignored and ta­
booed by the groat majority than they are today. But H.P.B., who knew 
such things happened, took advantage of the reports and gavo some en­
lightening information about fire olementals ( salamander& ) and their 
actions. In a somewhat similar case,, not of firo c ontrol but of con­

trol of tho attraction of gravity, W. Q. Judge said that the ability 
was brought over from yoga training in a past incarnation,not con­

sciously to th e present personality. 

In regard t o  the occult product ibn of fire by a high Teacher, 

H. p. Blavatsky pu blished an article on tho subject in � Theosoph� 
for December, 1883, by Mohini M. Chattorji, then in very good stand�. 
It obviousl y  ha&. hor endorsement. H e  describes tost�ony of various 
chelns, and also of outsiders whom he had recently contacted. One of 
tho latter, a young Brabmacha.ri or monk, told of mooting a groat Teach­
er and his cholas in tho wilds of tho region noar tho sacred Mount 
Kailas on the border of Tibet, whom he called Koothoom. Finding that 
the Brnhmo.chari had no moans of cooking the food that had been given 
him, the Chohan, as high adopts are called in Tibot, "kindlod a co.ke· 
of covr-dung, the f uel used in that country as well as in this ( Indio. ), 
by simply blowing upon it, and gave it to our Br�hmac�ari. Tho latter 
o.saurod us that he had ofton witness-ed the same phenomenon. , • • • 11 
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.. .  !fadame Ale�nndrr;· Ihvid-Nee l ,  in he r � Journel � Lhasa , de s c ribes 
t he use of t he T l.be tan met hod of ke ep ing up t he heat of t he b ody ( tumo ) 
whe n  exp o se d to t he mos t  intense c ol d  with no me ans of making a f ire . 
S he bu d  lea rne d  it in T ibet and it was once of t he great e s t  s e rvice t o  
he r .  T his s e ems t o  b e  a n  e l ementary stage o f  t he a dvanc e d  knowle dge 
shown by the product i on of actua l fire . 

T he l iterature of unexpla ine d  fire phe nomena is la rge and cu­
r ious , but we cannot d o  more than ment i on a few va r ie t ie s .  One ve ry 
wide ly s pr ea d k ind is a type s o  extra o r d ina ry that n o one who oare d 
for his r eputat i on would a ppa rent ly dar e  to mention it , muc h  la s $  t o  
invent it . We refer t o  t he we l l-supporte d  c lad!m tha t mo.ny pe rs ons who 
hnvo : expe r ie nce d s p ontane ous outbur s t  o f  flo.me in t he ir be ds with no 
a ppa rent cause , ho.ve had the bedc l othe s burnt off wit hout be ing them­
s e lve s hurt or even s inge d l C l othes hnvo bee n  c onsume d  by myster ious 
fire s wit hout the wearers suffe ring a ny inconvenie nc e or any furthe r· 
s preo. d of the dnmo.ge t aking plo.ce . " S ponto.ne ou s "  fire a> a.re c ommon in 
Ind ia ,  whe re poor pea s ants oft en suffe r tho l o s s of t he ir ent ire pos ­
s e s s i on s . Re s oarch has prove d that ne ither ars on nor " s pontane ous com­
bus t ion" in the or d in�-ry s o ns &., s uc h  a s  t hc. t a r is ing from o i ly rags · , 
will meet s uch c u se s . In 1946 , thro e hundre d mys te r ious fire s b r oke 
out in n v i l lage in Andalus ia ,  S po. in ,  without any v is ib l e  caus e . Farm 
implement s , c l oth ing , wn l l s  and c e il ing s , e tc . ,  s uddenly bur st out in­
t o  f lrumo , and a g r oup of s c ient is ts who c ame d own to expos e any fraud 
f ound t ho re ports we re t rue ; even the b ox that he l d  s ome of the ir in­
st rument s wns s e t  on fire by invis ib le moans , c e rta in ly n ot o. re s pe c t ­
fu l n e t . N o  " ra t i ona l "  oocp lano. t i on wus found . 

In C love lo.nd , Ohio , o. ve ry s t r ong ca se oc cur re d many years a go . 
A har dwo rking lab orer of g ood c ha rnct e r  suf fe re d  from a cons tant and 
utt e r ly inexpl ic ab le s e rie s of s udden a nd general ly smal l outburs t s  
o f  f i ro in h i s  ho.me . They la s te d for many days and he nnd his wife 
we re dr iven d is tra ct� by the ir s e aming per s e cut i on n s  we ll a s  money 
l os s . last ye a r ,  in Augus t , a s omewhat s imi lar outb reak oc curre d in 
Il l in o is wh ich was never s at is fact or ily expla ine d . Such une xpla ined 
cas e s  c nn b e  c ite d in g re at numbe r s  if s pace pe nmitte d .  In The The­
o so phi s t , H .  P .  B la.vo.tsky o.nd C ol . Olc ott publ ishe d many instances-oc ... 

curr ing in India. while thoy l ive d the re . 

But w a  mus t  now return t o  t he prob lem of the f irewo. lk ,  And no­
t ice how hope le s $ly n l l  the e xp ounders of the ories who s e ek t o  e xpla in 
it on c onve nti ona l grounds have fl oundered n nd c ontra. d ict e d each other 
and have be en uno.wnro of or hnvo ignore d p lu in fac t s  wh ic h ro fute the ir  
fan c ifu l not i ons . 

The c ommon e xplanat ion that juggle ry and f ro.uu ea s ily cove r the 
phenomena is abandone d  by b ot h  Mr . Menar d  o.nd Mr . Ke l l ogg , who d ism ss 
firewa lk ing inte l l igently in t he i r rec ently pub l is he d  a c c ounts . The 
latter , a n  expe rt in f ir�, fa i l s  t o  f ind any " ro.t ionu l" caus e for it 
or any t r i ckery , o.nd whi le the f or.mer f inds a. the ory , he a ls o  excludes 
fraud . Mr . Menard , who walke d t he f i re unha.rmed at Ro. iatea , ut il i z e s  
s c ientific oxpor"Ciments w:i. t h  a ir hea.t e d  in a c l os e d c hrunbe r  t o  a.b out 240 
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de gre e$ Fahr . , ( not with r e d  hot s t ones or ember �) to ah� that the 
exc e s sive· pe-r s p !rat ion caused-=tile reby prOduces a pr otec t ive film of 
c ooler and bearab le a ir _ c l os e  to the b ody , which one s ub je ct� · wa s  able 
to endure f or 15 minute s) .  Among ot her ob ject ions to th is , we c ould 
r emind the r eader that in many c a s e s  the firewa lke rs come s tra ight 
fram cool s hade to the e dge of the pit and step without pa in or burn­
ing on to the hot s tone a or embers without having t ime to a r ouse the 
exc e s s ive per s p irat i on ne c e s sary t o  pr ote ct them f r om t he f ire , as 
Mr . Menard ' s  the ory would require . "vVhe n ra sh pe rs ons s.te ppe d on a 
fire p it without the protect ion of the pr ie st or c hie f ,  they were in-

. s tantly burnt ve ry b a dly , a s  ment ione d . C ompar ing the the ory with 
the reportSi quote d ,  t he reader w i l l  e a si ly find many reas·ons t o  see 
that t he r e  is no prope r c ompa r i s on b e tween a few mi nute $ '  exposure 
to heated a ir in a c l osed cab inet and the imme diate contact of bare 
fe et_ with red-hot cha rc oa l E.!. st one s . In view of the per s piration 
hypothe s i s , it is int e re s t ing t o  learn that S ir Le ona rd Hi l li, a dis­
t ingu ishe d  s c ient is t  wh o  studied Kuda Bux ' s  walk, b el ieve d that hi& 
immunity wa s  due to the power of control ling the sweat-glands· " s o  
tha t � feet � abnonna l lz dry" I 

When ordinary exp lanat i ons of s upernor.mal phenomena fa il , hyp­
notism is c a l le d  on , but in t he s e  c as e s  it a l s o  fa il s , for though it 
might pos s ib ly be able to dimin i s h  the pa in of the f ire , it c ou'ld not 
pr�ent the phys ica l  caut e r i z ing of the f l esh nor e xpla in the fact t 
that the c l othe s worn by the mar che rs are not c onsume d .  The freedan 
from in jury is a more s t r iking phanomenon than the absenc e  of pain . 
In many oas e s  the firewa lker a s pea It: of fee l ing the great heat of the 
r is ing a ir on t he ir fa c e s  wh i le the ir fee t  a re �it e  d oo l and com­
f ortab le 1 Another favor it e  sugge s t ion is that the s ole s of the feet 
are t ough and leathery, but a s  th ick a n d  he avy lea the r b oots are s ame- · 
t ime s  bu rnt off wh ile t he feet rema in unaffe cte d , th is may be d i scard ­
e d .  M�re s ignificant -- C o l one l Gudge on at Rarat onga , Dr .  B r igham in 
Hawa ii , and Profe s s or s,t e phe ns on in T okyo , white me n ,  a ll with the 
tende r  skin of we are r s  of s hoe s and s ocks , wa lke d the heate d r ooks , 
the lava and t he re d-hot cha rc oal re s pe ct ive ly without the s l ighte st 
ill e ffe ct ,  C o l one l Gu dge on remarke d that his feet we r e part icular � 
tende r . 

A C olumb ia pr ofe s s or be l ieve d tha t the volcanic ston�e s of the 
Pao ifio Island firewa lking s are s uch poor c ondu ct ors of heat that if 
the walker move s ve ry fas t the re wi ll  not be t ime for the heat to af­
fec t  the s o le s  of his feet l But th is d oes not e xp la in the s l ow a nd 
d ignifie d walk of many of the ce remonia ls on st one s , nor those in 
whi ch t he f e e t  s ink int o the burning charcoal a s  in Japan and India , 
or t h os e  me nt i one d in India an d Gu iana whe re the partic ipants rema in 
for a l onge r or s horter t ime in the f ire .  In many c a se s ,  e spe c ia l ly 
in India , the ma r ching is qu ite s l ow, and the t renc h or f ire -pit is 
traversed s eve ral t ime s . 

In t he c a se of D. D. Home , ment ione d ab ove , t he e xplanat i on 
g iven by A .  s .  Rus se l l  in The Lis tener for Apr i l  2 0 ,  193 2 , is s o  
amus ing a s  to b e  worth quot ing .  He says , " He was ev ident ly ver s e d  
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in the technique of thist: expl o it . • • • Done q,uickly , and by an exper t , 
it wa s ju st p os s ib le to b e  do n&." l t C ompa re the <.ac c ount CIU Ote d ab ov&. 
from t he carefu l  ob s erve r .,  S ir Wi l l ian C r o oke $, and s e e  if it f its.  the 
c a s e . T he re a r e  othe r we l l  aut he nt icate d cas e s  whe r e  Home laid re d­
hot p ie c e s of woo d  or c oa l s  in t he , hands of promin ent witne s s e s  with­
out the sl ight e s t  harm t o  them ,  but when doubte r s  t r ied< : t o  ·t ouch t hese 
c oal � without h is pr otecti on ,  they we r e  ins tant ly burne d !  T he s wme 
wr ite r  a l so ca l l s in a " s c ient if ic explana t ion . " T his is the "s phe ­
ro ida l  s tate" of wat e r  1 i l lustrat e d  by t he laborat o ry tr i ck of we tting 
your f inge r an d d ipp ing it int o  me lte d  lead for a s e c ond or mo without 
harm . T he minut e f i lm of s team that forms, prote c t s the finge r for a 
moment , but it mus t  be a lmo s t  in st ant ly w ithdrawn or it wi l l b e  t�­
r ib ly int}ure d .  He says that if th is is t he s ec ret , "bhe me n of F i j i 
mus t t ake a pre t ty qu ick s t e p . 11 T hey mus t J  1 � Is Mr . Rus s e l l  a humor ­
i s t ? 

Anothe r de l ight fu l r e ci ipe for f i re immunity c ome �  fr om C eyl on 
( T ime s .£.£. C eyl on ,  Oct obe r 4 ,  1901 ) whe r o  a n  authent ica'Ge d  a9 c ount is 
g iven of a man who pa s $e s  re d-hot cha ins thr ough his han�d who 
p ick� out co ins from a p ot of b o i l ing wa te r w ithout harm . It was ex­
p laine d  that noth ing more was neede d t han a g o od rubb ing with the 
ju ice of the a l oe ! This s e e� on a leve l with t he s a lt the ory, which 
ha s b e e n complete ly e xpos e d . 

One more ins tanc e of the c onfus ion in the minds o f  t he e xponents 
of t heo r ie s  ab out f ir ewa llttblg is t aken f r om .!.!!! Li s tene r , Janna ry 16 , 
1936 . ( This ope n-minde d j ourna l ha s g iven c a r e ful attent i on to t he 
sub j e ct . ) T he wr it e r  i s  � ot ing two eminent me d ical sc ie nt is t s , S ir 
J .  Purve s--Stewa rt and Pr of'e s &or D .  We:tttm· s on ,  who s tud ie d  fire;-wa lking 
in F i j i an d e xamine d the pa rt i ci pants imme diate ly b e fore and a ft e r  
t he c e remony - - ye t they c omp le te ly d is agre ed in the ir c onclus ions . 
T he f orme r c la ime d t ha t  no pa il!�.. wa s felt in tho fe e t  becau s e  o f  " sug­
ge s t ion by the pe r forme r s  thems e l ve s  or by the ch ie f' ,  or by s ome other 
author ity" 1 Pr ofe s s o r  Watter s o n  d e c i de d  that by t r-a in ing and practice 
and by the fre quent e xpos ure of the s o le s t o  heat .:they "we re able t o  
endure w ithout s evere p ain a temp3 rature which t o  an untra ine d pe rson 
i s  intole rab le . n 

T he B r it i s h  Me di cal Journa l ,  Janua ry 11 , 193 6 , comme nting on 
t h i s , r e pu d iate s b oth t he or ie s  and s ugge st s t ha t  on ly through p s ych­
ic a l  r e s ea rc h ,  et c . , wil l  i t  b e  pos s ib le to demons trate " the force s "  
in a ct i on dur ing a f' irewa lk of " a  natuve n t  pre s e nt unknown t o  s c i ­
onc e "  I Fu rthe rmor e ,  we r ea d ,  " It is r eg re tt ab le that the authors 
apparent ly ma de ·· no attempt t o  e l ic it f r om t he pe r forme r s  t hems e lve s 
t he ir own s o lut i on of the fi rewa lk . "  

We are s o  u s e d  t o  c ons i de r ing flame o r  f ire a s  me r e ly a n  e phem­
e ra l  e ffe ct of c hemica l  c ombus t ion t ha t  it i s  rathe r s urpr is ing t o  
learn that acc or ding t o  t he Anc ient Wis dom i t  is not a mer e  e ffe ct , 
but t hat t he " noumon on" o r  ba s ic pr inc ip le beh ind the fami l ia r  ap­
pear an c e  pene trate s  far beyond the phys ica l p lane , and that f ire in 
many f orms an d de g re e s funct i ons on many invis ib l e  p lane s .  In t he 
h ighe s t  d e gre e ,  f iro is a sp ir itua l manife s tat ion which g r OW$ de nser 
and mo re gross as it " de s c ends "  and is eve n ;sa id t o  partake of an 
..l. 
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int e l le ctua l qua l ity ! A l le g o r ical ly ,  it is pers onif ie d · d n  the Or ie nt­
al myths , a n d  it is not un l ike ly that one of the me an ings of the fa l l  
o f  t he ange l s i s  r e l at e d  t o  t he s pi r itua l  s ide o f  f ir e . S p ir it ua l 
f ir e s  are p l a inly ind icated in the a c c ount of t he d e s cent of t he "ton� 
of f ire " t o  the Apos t le s at the Pente c os t . Ac c o r ding t o  t he t e ach ing , 
f ir e pa s s e s t hr ough ev o lut i ona ry pe r iods dur ing the d eve l opme nt of 
wor lds . For a fu ll e xp l anat i on of this pr of ound s tatement c onsult 
T he Mo.hatw..a Le tte r s , 9 1 -2 . 

T he s tage jus t b eyon d our s ens o pe rc ept ions is that of the f ire 
elementals  which d ire ct l y c o nt r o l phys ica l  f lame . By var i ous pro ­
ce s s e s  and incantat i on s (mantrrums )  t he y  can be c ont r o l le d by s ome me n 
for de st ru cti on or pr ot e c t ion . S ome mediums , s u ch a s  Home , us e them 
unkn ovring ly . 

T here is , howeve r ,  a far more s p ir itua l  way of unde r st anding the 
hidden s ide of fire , wh ic h d e pe nds on a. pr ofound comprehens ion of the 
unity of the Universe , the One ne ss of Man and Na tur e .  Mag i c a l  t r ic ks· 
t o  co nt r o l  the e lementa ls a r e  c hi l d s; p lay in c ompa r i s on , a s the high ­

e s t  lamas in T ibet t o ld Mme . David Ne e l . At lea s t  s ome of the f ire ­
wa lke r s  re a l i z e  t his , a s  t he f o l l owin� qu otation f �om Max Fre e dom 
Long ' s  Re c over ing t he Anc ient Magic , ( 1936 ) pr ove s . A s p ir itua l yog i 
in India who wa s  ab le t o  handle fire with e a s e t o l d  Mr . Long tha t the 
tr a in ing wa s l ong but e nt ir e ly me nta l .  He was shown how to ident ify 
hims e l f with the Al l ,  t o  atta in the mys t ic e xpe r ie nc e  of Rea l i zat i on . 
He says , "After I c ame t o  know fire and t hat I we. s a pa rt of it , I 
found I � !:.. par t of everything. That kn owle dge �e t  me free 1 "  a�d 
a s  he lf'be came f ir e "  at w i l l  he was ab l e t o  ha ndle J.t !:!. part of hm­
s e lf l  But he ha d to l ive a l ife of pe rfe c t ah imsa , br othe rhood , or 
fear wou ld s e i z e  h im and the f ire w ou l d  b ur n .  T he re is more , but 
the ma in idea is t he re . 

Mr . Long ment i ons va r ious highly s pi r itua l pe r s ons in the We s t  
who s urvive d the or dea l of f i re in the Mid d le Age s , though wit h  n o  
pre l imi na ry tr a in ing , an d s ays " the y  mus t  have r e l ie d  o n  s omet hing 
whic h fa ith in the ir inn oc enc e  wa s  g o ing to pr o duc e  -- a n d  wh ich it 
d id pr o duc e . " 

Le t  tho s e  who are ba ffle d in the ir s earch f or c rude phys ica l 
c au s e s  t o  e xp la in c e rta in fir e phenomena l ook in tho d ir e ct ion men­
t i one d ab ove , and t he y may f ind s ome t h ing wor th whi l e l  

o oO o o  
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On the subj e ct of f i re immuni ty in general , we quo t e  Nando r Fodo r ,  
Encycl opedia of Psychi c Science , P •  1 38 ff. : 

The art i cle begin s with a reference to the account in Daniel i i i , 
25-27 , the 11 four men l o o se walking in the midst of the fire " ; then quot e s  
three example s  from the live s of the saint s .  Al s o ,  " The Cami sard leader 
Clari s in a stat e  o f  po s se ss ion put himse lf on t op o f  a pyre " the flame s  
of whi ch ro s e  above hi s head but l e f t  him unhurt . "Co l . Cavalier when 
in L0ndon in 1906 confirmed thi s as a �act before many ;  he was the l eade r  

o f  the troupe that surrounded the fire . an d  Durand Page corroborate s hi s 
statement " . • •  The convul sionaire s o f  St . Medard exhib i t ed s imil ar 

phenomena. Mari e  So ne t ( 11 the Sa.lamander 11 ) • • •  thrust her boo ted fee t  into 
a brazi e r  until boots and sto ckings were reduced t o  a cinder ,  her feet 

remaining uninjured . Be rnade t t e  Soubi rous , who founde d the fame o f  
Lourde s ,  was unharme d  b y  flame while in prayer (pre sumably i n  semi -
t rance s tat e . Ed . ) . 

Ac cording to an art icle by Vi ct or Fo rb in in Revue Ari sto t e , the re 
was a demonstrat i on at Marit zbourg , South Afri ca , in Sept ember 1929 . 
Twelve t o ns of wo o d  wereburnt in a dit ch 14-15 met e rs long. Eight 
Hindus and four Engl i shment walked thru thi s bed o f  flame s  with bare 
fe et . One Engl i shman was burned , due , as he sai d ,  to distract i on by the 
vo ciferat ions o f  the spe ctat o r s . 

(V .  Andrew L� on fi rewalks in Pro ceed;ngs , vol . xv ,  and Carring­
ton ' s art i cl e  in P sychi c Re search , Oct. 1930 • 

The fi re immuni ty and c ontrol di splayed by D. D . Home i s  beyond que s­
t ion as to actual i ty .  I t  is intere st ing t o  no te that he coul d convey 
�he immunity to an object , such as flowe rs or whi t e  mus l in ,  whi ch 

were then unaffected by flame . Stainton Mo se s ,  Sir William Cro oke s 
and o the rs wer e  wi tne s s e s to the se f ac t s .  Home oft en laid hi s head 
with i t s  mop o f  bushy hair ont o n bed o f  l ive coal s ,  wi thout showing 
the least injury .  Frank Podmore repo r t s  a trance subject who he ld hi s 
hands 1n f+�e fo r s ome t ime without i l l  effect s .  The mediums J. J. Morse , 
Dnvid Duguid , Dr . Ho ope r  o f  Bi rmingham , Rohn Hopcroft , o ften demonstrat ed 
f� re imm�itY� , The Amer ican medium Mrs .  Suydam o ften handled ho t iron 
while in t rancs . Nathan Coke r , a negro blacksmi th, in the pre sence of 
aa commi t te e  placed hi s fee t  on a whi te-ho t iron shovel ,  l i cked i t , and 
t o ok mo l ten lead int o hi s mouth - acco rding to an art i cl e  in the New 
Yo rk He ral d of Sep t .  7 ,  1871 ; no thing i s  sai d of any t rance stat e in 
thi s cas e . 

" We po s se s s  no explanation of fire immuni ty "  (wr ite s Dr . Fodo r) . 
11 The info rmat i on given to Stainto n  Mo s e s  by hi s control s i s  as go o �  
as any :  ' The fi re te s t  i s  done b� me smeric power whi ch throws around 
the obj e ct �n aura on whi ch the flame has no e ffe ct . • • • •  Thi s i s  in 
e s sence the explanation given by the Mark Prob ert cont rol s  al s o .  

Furthe r data i s  t o  b e  found i n  Ol iver Leroy ' s  Le s Homme s Sala ­
mandre s .  :·Re che rches e t  refl exions sur 1 1 incombust ib i l i t e  du corps 
humain .  Pari s 1932 .  -- Who ever maintains that . the firewalking feat i s  
s t ill ' no t proven ' shoul d logi cally have t o  d� spo se of all the other 
instance s o f  immunity �d control in conne ction wi th p sychi sm ,  spi ri t­
i sm and t rance . The evidence i s  mo st formidable and the burden o f  
proo f ( o r  di sproof ) i s  clearly upcn the obj e ct o r .  
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The Tahi t ian fire walk is a remnant of an ancient religious cere -
mony p rac t i sed by al l Polyne sian peopl e , ce rtain Afri can t ribe s ,  s ome 
o f  the p e opl e of India and Japan , the Fij i I sl ands , and some No rth 
Ameri can Indian t rib e s . The o riginal obj ect ive s e ems t o  have been wor­
ship , and ( in some place s )  an at tempt t o  placat e the fire Godde s s  Pe le , 
as the p rayer used cal l s  upon the Godde s s  o f  Wat er and of the mountain 
to quench the fire . Again , i t  was a fo rm of ini t iat ion , connect ed with 
a b el i ef in mi raculous healing and pro te ct ion from evil , even for tho se 
who wi tne s sed i t . Prayer and concent rat ion we re p ract i sed by the part i­
cipan t s , and it was nece s sary for them t o  overcome fear and doub t .  and 
t o  t o  cl ear up gui l t  complexe s by se t t ling quarrel s and making p�ent 
f o r  wrong act i on .  

Thre e d�s be fo re the ceremony green Haw woo d  i s  gathered ; i t  must 
be gre en s o  that the vi tal fo rce s of the wood may permeat e  the s t o ne s .  
At the same t ime , f ive b ranche s o f  the T i  plant are gathe red ; each mus t 
have t wo p rongs o r  clus t e r s  o f  l eave s and each b ranch must b ear a 
flowe r .  The leader o f  the walk take s  the s e  branche s home and place s 
them in hi s bed , whe re they remain unt il after the ce remony. 

The night b efo re the day of the ceremony the put having been pre­
pared ( 15  ft . l ong , ab out 7 wide and 5 deep ) , the Haw branChe s are 
placed in i t , and st one s large enough to make s t epping stone s  are piled 
upon them. The fi re walker and hi s ass i s tant s gather at sunse t  and re­
main unt il aft e r  midnight in prayer and concentrat ion. Thi s i s  fo r the 
purpo s e  of guarding the pi t  from evil influences , and it i s  said that 
unle s s  the chi e f  fire walke r se e s  the material i zed forms of the two 
Godde s se s ,  Hine -nui-it e-aara and Wahine-nui - i-ahu- ri i , he wil l  no t 
walk on the following mo rning. There i s  a def ini t e  pl� of phosphor­
ant fi re about the p i t  and the ro cks appear to be whi te ho t .  Thi s i s  
no t a refle cted l ight effe ct a s  the ro Ck i s  a dull b lack i n  color an d  
w i l l  no t reflect l ight . 

At 10 : 00 a. m. the fo llowing d� the fire in the pit i s  l ighted 
and kept burning fie rcely unt il four in the afternoon. During thi s 
t ime the r o cks are continual ly turned from side to s ide by the at tend­
ant s so that they may b e  evenly heated. At four o ' clock ,  all of the 
unconsumed wo o d  having been remove d ,  the s tone s are pushed down about 
a foo t  ·b e l o w  the edge o f  the p i t  and firmly lodge d  t o ge the r to fo rm a 
path of s tepping s tone s .  One of the two pronged t i  plant s i s  then 
placed at each co rner of the p i t , the stake end b e ing !riven into the 
ground . The s e  rep re sent the four Go ds of Creation , Earth . Ai r ,  Fire , 
and Wat e r ,  and are to pro t e c t  the p i t and the walker s from evil 
spi r i t s .  

The chi ef fire walke r now approache s the pi t carrying one o f  the 
ti b ranche s ove r hi s shouldef ; as he r eache s the p i t  he st rike s i t  
fiercely ,  fi rs t  on the l e ft , then o n  the right , then in the middl e 
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whi l e  making hi s praye r t o  the Godde s s  o f  the Mountain and the Water to 
quench the power o f  the Fi re . Some t ime s he strike s again at the pit 
seve ral time s whi l e  cro s sing it.  As he steps out h e  walks fi rmly and 
slowly , and tho se who wi sh to follow under hi s pro t e c t i on are warned 
to walk and no t run. 

Thi s r itual was de s cribed to me through an interpre ter by Chie f  
Tu-nui Arri-peu aft er the fire walk ceremony , i n  whi ch I suffered a 
cut in the instep of my right foo t , pre sumab� from one o f  the smal l 
p i e ce s o f  bal s i c  ro Ck that we re cont inually being broken off by the 
t er rifi c heat - sometime s with such fo rce that they were thrown 20 
fee t  from the pit . The pie ce that cut me had evidnetly fallen into the 
pi t or cracked l oo se ,  and turned wi th the sharp edge upward . The pain 
was s o  gre at that I knew I had t o  ge t off the pit .  I jumped fo r the 
edge , mi s sed my _ foo thol d ,  and slippe d  with � left leg crumpled unde r  
me and my right leg thrust into the fire . Before the pain of the cut 
I fe l t  only the usual rather pleasant t ingling sen sat ion that mo s t  
people expe rience . I re ce ived a few burns but suffe red l i ttle pain 
from them. What caused mo st di s comfo rt was the s crape burn from the 
fall and cut . 

Of one thing I am qui te sure , the chi ef has no t any callouse s o n  
hi s  fe et to  pro tect him, for I examined them As o ver 500 other peopl e , 
some o f  them hao l e s  like mysel f ,  and o thers of Polyne sian blo o d  walked 
the pit aft e r  him, I am al so sure that the re was no lo t ion or o ther 
method used fo r pro t ect i on .  The theory o f  the slow releas e of heat 
i s  not l o gi cal , be cause if that we re t rue the mo re rapidly o ne walke d  
the l e s s  danger of burn , an d  that i s  o ne thing the walke rs are warn­
ed agains t .  All s ide s o f  the stone s are evenly heat ed ,  so that canno t 
explain any immunity . 

Be i t  magic o r  faith , the f i re walk i s  not a tri ck no r a fake . 
The ro cks are ho t ,  as I proved to my pe r sonal sat i sfaction,  and al s o  
I proved that b y  some powe r  no t ful ly unde rs to o d  the walk c an  be per­
formed without harm. 

Several of tho se who made the walk got hot f e et , but o nly one 
that I know of was badly burned. That was a woman who having succe s s­
fully fo llowed the chi ef acro s s  the p i t , decided to prove that hi s 
magi c had no thing t o do with her immuni ty .  She reached the center of 
the pit and literally fro z e  in he r traCks . She was taken o ff by the 
at tendant s and sent to the hospital , where she was t reated fo r third 
degree burns . 

The Chi e f  says he marvel s that s o  many who approach the cere -
mony in a spiri t  o f  ridi cule and doubt are not much wo rse burned than 
they are . -end-

The fo r ego ing account was originally publ i shed in the news she e t  
of the U . S . A Transport CFJURLES E .  MOWER , e n  rout e from Hawaii to the 
Uni t ed Stat e s . As a first-hand account by a go od ob server , it con -

tains seve ral items of unugual int e re s t . 

Al l cont ribut o rs can be reached by l e t t er s  in care _ of · thi s pub-

li cat i on .  (Ed . ) 
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.ADDENDUM: 

I t  was with the gre ate s t  regre t that we we re obliged to res trict 
the pre sent di s cus s ion of fi re-walking and fire-immuni ty - to the first 
21 page s  of thi s i s sue . We have at hand a very fine art i cl e  by �ax 
FREEDOM LONG, autho r o f  SECRET SC IENCE BEHIND MIRACLES and founde r of the 
HUHA FELLOdSHIP. His mat erial i s  much too impo rtant to be 1 cut ' , but to 
include it we would have had t o  omi t eve rything e l se except the one sub­
j e ct o f  fire-walking . We shal l therefo re have to put i t  o ff till the 
next i s sue -

THE IMPL I CAT I ONS OF FIBE ItnruNITY, an ar t i cl e by MAX FREEDOM 
LONG , F . R . F . , will appear in Round Robin V-5 ( the next i s sue ) . 
Seve ral shorter art i cle on aspe ct s of the same subj e ct will 
al so appear .  

I n  Bound Robin V-2 appeared an arti cl e enti tl ed ,  The Problem o f  
Impe rsonat i o n ,  i n  whi ch one o f  the Asiat i c  cont ro l s  o f  Mark Probert 
was quo t e d  as saying that the 1 higher mind ' o f  the medium could , and 
s ome t ime s di d impersonat e o the r ent i t ie s ,  such as a de c eased friend or 
relative , or pe rhap s some d i s t i ngui shed pe r son whom the si t t e r greatly 
de sired to talk wi th; he added that thi s was no t done wi th intent to 
de c e i ve , but to �ring co nso l at ion and advice whe re it was ne e ded, and 
when the de sired person coul d no t , fo r any one of a number of reasons , 

· make the de s i red contac t s  wi th the sitt e r .  The edi t o r  inqui red o f  a 
number o f  reade r s , whe ther they thought thi s communi cation should be 
print e d  - in vi ew of the fact that it might b e  mi sunder st ood and caus e 
s ome harm or di st re s s  - and a number of the r epl i e s  have b e en printed. 
But we have o ther repl i e s  on fil e , some o f whi ch rai se ve ry intere st ing 
po int s ,  and we hop e  to include the se in our next i s sue , RR V - 5. 

We are embarras sed by the amount of excellent mat erial which 
come s to RR. We would like to print al l of i t .  I f  we had funds and 
e quipment and cleri cal help , we could e asily pr int 100 page s eve r,y 
month , in st ead of 40 every s ix we eks . And we could print as much mo re 
from the s eance report s  - which constantly offer s cient i fi c  and philo­
s ophi c mate rial o f  the mo st s t riking so rt - which should at least be 
made available in s emi-per:manent fo r.m, fo r the few who would make good 
use of i t .  -- But oux pre s ent purpo se i s . simply t o  a� all our 
friends who send us excellent and carefully prepared mat erial , to be 
pat i ent and understanding, and NOT to think the i r  cont ribut i ons are 
i gno red , o r unappre ciated, or unwanted. The re i s  a great st irabout in 
tha Bo rde rlands the se d� s - and we are tr.ying to move a mountain wi th 
a child ' s  sand shovel --

And special acknowledgment s here to the As si stant Editor F�riet 
P. Fo s t e r ,  wi thout who se compet ent and often unrewarded help the way o f  
the Robin would b e  hard inde ed . 

You can al l he lp , by having us send a copy t o  some fr iend from 
t ime to time . 

M . L .  
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A PAGE OF QUOTATIONS : 

(A two-page printed folder , at X 11 " · . , addre ssed to the Pres ident 
of the Uni ted States , the Vice-Pre sident , and the Members of the 8lst 
Congre s s  - by A. Fit z  Roy Anderson ) : 

SIRS :  -- I have the honor t o  make thi s plea in behalf o f  the 
health o:r the nation. 

To advocate universal medical care under the pre sent blundering 
medi cal system is certain to spread disease and �ause greater mortality. 
We must first subj ect our medical system to  a thormugh inves tigation 
and complete over-hauling before we think of forcing it , in any man -

: ner ,  upon the nation. We must expo se thi s system, who se inefficiency 
1 . blundering and wilful blindnes s i s  t oday maintaining a population of 

45 mil lion chronic inval ids in thi s  country. To permit the midical 
, · trust to  outlaw effe ct ive healing methods simply because they inter­

� 
· fere with i t s  gainful inefficiency i s  ut terly wrong. The people have 

: been duped in their o ver-weening confidence in spurious medical ethics.  
Only by an active insi stence upon having an open and above-board 
apprai sal and demonstration of all forms of healing will we be able to 

'- ensure the health of the nation. 
Humanity i s  ent itle to  receive all forms of effective healing, 

and any who conspire or  are party t o  withholding such methods o f  heal­
ing are guilty · of a murderous attack upon human welfare . 

TO ACCREDIT AND FOI ST UPON THE NATION OUR PRESENT MEDICAL SYS­
TEM I S  SHEER FOLLY, IF NOT A DOWN-RIGHT INIQUITOUS ACT .  

� .. Fit z Roy Anderson.  

(To  the above is  appended a let ter to Mr. Anderson , from one of  
the mo st di stingui shed medical authori ties in  the United States , 
Alonzo J .  Shadoan , M. D . . The doctor begins by de scribing scene s wi t-

\ ne s sed by him in a large Veterans ' Ho spital . A great number of patient s 
were young men who had not seen actual servi ce . They were inducted in 
good health, rece ived immuni zing sho t s ,  developed colds , bronchit i s  
and pneumonia i n  training camps , received heavy dose s of supfa drugs , 
we re hospitalized, are now pronounced incurable , and will " remain in 
ho spital s until they die • • •  They show unheard-of pathologies • • .  and the 
doctors do not suspe ct for a moment that the se diseases were produced 
by the drugging for/ they themselves were responsible • • •  Many of these 
cases actually cried out for the homeopathic remcdy • • •  i t  is a terrible 
thing that the publi c is unaware of what i s  taking place in every ho s­
pital in our land. How little  they know that the medical profes sion i s  
directly re sponsible fo r thi s des truction o f  life an d  heal th,  by using 
methods founded on theory only • • •  I have practi sed medicine fo r 43 
year s .  I built and conducted my own ho spital of 125 beds and had a 
courtesy staff of 400 Allopathic do ctors .  I did the surgery for near­
ly all the se men ,  and I have seen nearly every do ctor in Bo ston in 
action. I have ob served their limitat ions , inefficiencie s and awful 
blund�rs . I do not believe I exaggerate when I say that o rthodox 

medicine is killing more people yearly than war and di sease combined. 11 

/ vrhich omitted . 
A. J. Shadman, M . D .  



DEFENDER 
MAGAZINE 

23  

Befo re thi s i s sue of Round Robin reache s its  readers , 
Defender Magazine will have publi shed 

M � §. §.  M 1I R � � R  

Thi s is  a review of the book BIRTH OF A SC IENCE , a hi story and ex -
planat ion of tho Ko ch therapy, and carrie s as by-line t o  tho title 

"Dr.  Ko ch has fought eve ry step of the way. Enemie s  no sooner 
exhaust one l ine of attack than they take up another" • 

1 1Tho opposition gives him no peace . Doctor friends over the country , 
familiar with hi s science , are likewi se harassed. Hi s legal co st s ,  de -
fending himself and hi s t reatment in court _battle s ,  have amounted to  more 
than $300 , 000 • • •  Fi shbein boast s of being respon sible • • .  There were 
two t rial s ,  eaCh last ing five months ,  in 1942 nnd 1946 . Final ly , in 1948 
the Government dropped .all charge s . "  Let us no t forget that these in­
dictments wer� brought by the Foo d  and Drug Administration, on the alleg- · 
ed ground that Koch falsely advert i sed the catalyst as a cancer cure , 
and that thi s charge had to be  di smi ssed, tho ' the pro secution, backed 
by unlimit ed resources , exhausted every devi ce and argument . Thi s should 
be sufficient answer t o . the cry of  quack, st ill rui sed by an ignorant 
or vicious oppo sition.  

Thi s oppo.s itio n ,  discomfited in the court s ,  is far from ended; in 
fact , its  full fury i s  probably still to be encountered. The stake s  in­
volved arc far too great . No t only i s  the ex istence o f  o rgani zed medi­
cine (i-n its presaitt . . . form) threatened by the Koch therapy , but the 
enoroous revenues o f  the drug intere st s are al so imperiled. Nevcrthe -
les s ,  the handwri t ing of thi s Judgment Dny i s  on the wall , and the 
Enemie s  o f  the People need no Daniel to  interpret for them. � hi s  � 
sake , as well as for that of  society ,  each o f  us should do hi s part.  
Demand the Koch treatment , di mniss  the physician who is  ignorant o f  it 
or condemns it  in every w�, give preference t o  the physi cian who is 
NOT n member of  the American Medical As so ciation , ge t the names of coc­
petent physicians who can and will admini ste r the Ko Ch treatment ,  tell 
the hopeless  and " incurable " sufferers  about it - and buy and read the 
BIRTH OF A SC IENCE · - the price of which ( $1 . 00 )  i s  les s than the co st 
of publication. 

(The Defender Magazine i s . publ ished by Defenders ,  Inc . , at Wichita, 
Kansas ; monthly , 50¢ a year , 27 months for $1 . 00 ) .  

DREW PEARSON In hi s Washington column of �pril 26 , 1949 , after pay-
ing hi s respect s t o  high-salaried lobbyi st s of the 

Nat ional Institute of Diaper Services ( $5000 a year ) and of the American 
C eme tary Associati on ( $6000 a year ) , thi s columnist come s to the Ameri­
can Medico.l Associat ion,  which 11 employs several lobyist s11 (named ) with 
five-figure incomes ,  including one at $12, 000 a year (plus $2400 expen­
ses ) , and a husband-and- wife firm at $100, 000 a year " t o  unsell C on­
gress on nat ional health insurance . " · A good rule of thumb : find out 
what the AMA supports o r  oppo ses - then throw all your influence in 
the OPPOSITE di recti on. 
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If we take a penc i l  an d draw a d iagram of t he ' operat i on t oo th ­
p ick ' o n  a p ie c e  of p ape r ,  w e  find t ha t w e  have t h e  anc ient s ymb o l  o f  
a c ros s upon a c ir c le . In va r iou s  volume s  of o c cult l it e rature we find 
th is symb o l  de s c r ib e d  a s  ' the anc ient a s t ronomic a l  c r os s of E gypt , •  
' the s ymb o � t bf man ife stat i on ' , ' the univer s e  in man ife s tat i on , '  ' the 
forrn- s ide of nature. , !f etc , Y ou c an pr obably a d d  mo re d e f in it i ons g lean­
e d  from your own r e ading . 

Ylh�re we a re pre s ent ly explor ing , howeve r ,  they not e  the r e s em­
b lanc e  of the c ro s s upon a c ir c le· J t o  a whee l ,  a nd ca l l  it that , neve r 
forge t t ing that a c i rc le is forme d upon a piv ot ( hub ) by the swe ep of 
a ra d iu s . The y  d raw t he symb o l s  of the f our patte rns of matte r a s  
f our rad i i , a n d  s ome time s t o  make it l o ok more l ike a r ea l whee l ( and 
for othe r reas ons wh i ch wi l l b e c ome a pparent ) t he y  put in four morg 
rad i i , t o  make an e ight-s poke d whe e l . 

In T ibet , V a i r oc hana , the per s on ificat ion-symb o l  of matt e r  in its 
pr ima l s tate , c a rr i e s  such a whe e l  as ' h is ' s ymb o l . The •wor l d ' of 
matt e r  in its pr ima l s tat e is plac e d  at t he hub of the unive r s a l whe el , 
an d  t he ' oc ean of s pac e ' is symbol i z e d  by t he centra l ho le , around 
which the who le whe e l  turns , and of whi ch the re s t  of t he whe e l  is s im­
p ly an e xt ens i on .  

T he re f ore , we have f ive kind s of matte r ,  s ymb o l i z e d  by the whe el 
with it s hub and jzbs f our ma in div i s ions , Now , whe re a nd how d o  the 
' s ix wor l d s ' o r  s ix para l le �  matt e r  sys tems c ame int o the pi cture ? 

�Vhe re do they f it in? 

Each of the f ive kinds of matte r exis t s  in a c omp l i cate d and an 
unc omp l i cate d s tate . In e ach ca s e , s ome of the matt er has c omb ined 
with it s e lf to f or.m inc reas ing ly c omp l icate d pat te r ns , wh i le s ome of 
it has rema ine d e ithe r uncomb ine d or combine d  only in re lat ive ly s im­
p l e  patte rns . Vlhe re t he re is e xtens i ve c omp l icat i on in any k ind of 
mat te r the re i,s a ' c reat e d  wor l d ' , a worl d  of f o rm and dimens i on , pop ­
u l at e d  b y  s ent ient b e ings wh o  have b o di e s  ma d e  of th e c omp l ic at e d  mat­
t e r . 

The re ar e five k inds of matte r ,  and s ix d i s t inct w or lds . S o  one 
of thG s e  kinds of matte r mus t  be suffic iently c omp l icat e d at two l� ls 
of organi zati on t o  support two 'wo r l ds • .  !Nhe ro has th i s  s ch ism taken 
place ? In whi c h  k ind of matter w i l l  we f ind two complete organ iza ­
t i ons of its s ub s tanc e ?  

T he anmve r the wis e -man g ive s u s  i s : T rans format ion Number Thr e e ,  
the f ourth kind o f  matter . 

And whic h are the wor l d s �  They a re : the Astral , and our own - ­
t he fami l iar chemica l world . 
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STAT I STICS - WF� DO THEY MEAN TO YOU -

Suppo s e  you are t o ld that your chanc e s o f  contract ing a ce rtain 
di sease are , s� ; one in 20 - or of dying or ge tt ing married wi thin a 
year o r  ten years are one in 10 o r  50 o r  1000 o r  any o ther figure . What 
do e s  thi s mean? We say that i t  indi cat e s a degre e o f  p robab i l i ty ,  the 
chance s  fo r and against , or a law o f  ave rages .  But what one might call 
the philo sophy of stati s t i c s  i s  no t alt oge the r a simple mat t e r .  

All " laws o f  nature 11 are stat i s t i cal s o  far as our knowl edge of them 
go e s .  We say that unsuppo rt e d  bo di e s  he avi er than ai r will fall , that 
i ron will sink in wat e r  and cork float , that appl e s  are sphe r� cal and 
r ipe o range s ye llow. That doe s  no t mean we have experimented wi th ALL 
appl e s , iron obj e ct s ,  and o range s .  Many pe rsons have ob served a large 
numb e r  of ins tances , and made an induct i on ,  a gene ral statement on the 
basi s of the i r  experience . The s o - called law i s  an · inference from a 
limi t ed number of case s .  It 1 wo rks 1 so far as we know ,  but we can neve r 
be qui t e  sure i t  i s  t ruly unive rsal . And the lack o f  exceptions o r  con­
t rary evidence doe s  no t cons t itut e pro o f  in any final s ense , but only a 
degree of probability .  

We confine gas i n  some container • •  and unde r given condit i o ns we 
know what its pre s sure wi ll be ; that i s , we know how the mo lecule s are 
act :i.ng , how many st rike the wall in a unit of t ime and at what velo c­
ity .. That i s , we have a ' law' of gas pre s sure s - but we do no t know how 
any s ingl e givnn mo l e cule will ac t .  We know s ome thing about the be -
haviour of e l e ctron s wi thin the at oms , their orb i ts and jump s and s o  
on � but w e  d o  no t know how a singl e given ele ct ron wi ll b ehave . I t  i s  
a 11 wave o f  probability wi th no thing t o  wave in11 , to quo t e  Bertrand Rus ­
sell . The wo rd probabi l i ty give s the key t o  the si tuat i on. The chan-
ce s are that an e l e c t ron o r  at om o r  mo lecule wil l  behave thus-and- so , 
b e cause the vast maj o rity of them s o  behave . Our inferenc e s  ( law� ) are 
a� zaingly c o rrect for mas se s , group s , large numbers ; and usually ,  the 
large r the number of uni t s  invo lved , the mo re accurat e the predi ct i ons 
wi ll be . Out of a mil l i on people , we can tell very cl o s ely how many 
wi l l  commi t sui cide o r  get married o r  die o f  a given di sease in a giv-
en t ime . I f  you deal wi th 100, 000 you will be le s s  ac curate ,  still 
l e s s  so  wi th 10 , 000 , 1 , 000 , o r  100. Wehn it c ome s  down to your own 
family , sey five o r  six p ersons , and to one pers on, no o ne can s� 
what will o r  will no t happen by reasoning from stat i s tics . 

The re i s  s ome thing very obscure ab out thi s ,  as i s  well-known t o  
phi lo sophi c thinkers . The re seems t o  b e a ' principle o f  inde te rminacy ' 
ins ide of a l�ge r de t e r.mi�� _sm, so t o  speak. A certain numbe r of 
person� ��n . a  given group will cont ract a di sease - but the persons are 
Unspe c±f� ed . The stat i st i cs t ell us nothing about John Smith. And the 
rush wo rd no thing seems to exclude even probability .  But suppo se the 
s tat i s t ics apply to deaths by drwwning ,  and John Smith i s  bedridden , 0 r 
incarce rated ;  do the stati sti cs s t i l l  p ro ve that he may be drowned? 
If  the r e  i s  a princ iple o f  exempt ion , how and when do e s it apply? I t  
doe s  no t make things any cleare r t o  say he come s unde r the stat i s t i c  
o �  tho s e  no t-to-be- drowne d. What w e  have i s  a divi si on of the group 
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int o two cat e go ries , and the certainty that J . S .  belongs to one o f  the 
two . 

The re are m� different aspe ct s o f  thi s problem. If you drop 100 
marb l e s f rom a given he ight 100 time s ,  you' ll find a pat tern in their 
fall .  But whe re marble nuraber 7 and 46 and 99 wil l  b e , no one can for -
see ; i t  may ro l l  out of the pat te rn  ent irely. By hypo the s i s  J. S .  can ' t 
ro ll out o f  b o th of the cat ego ri e s  ment i oned. Al so ,  if you had ALL the 
data, you could predi ct the posit ion of marble number 46 - but you 
neve r can get i t . Coul d you p redi ct , exactly and correctly ,  the fat e o f  
John Smi th if you had all the data? That answe r depends on your philo s­
ophi cal out look .  But I want to ho ld the p re sent d i s cus s i on to stat i s t ­
i cs of di s ease - since many o f  us are frightened by them. When we SSf , 
in a c i ty o f  500 , 000 people , 1000 will die of cancer in 12 months - jus t  
what d o  the figure s mean? 

I f  J . S.  i s  one o f  the 1000 , he cont rac t s  thi s di s ease and di e s  be­
cause o f  hi s mind-b ody condi tion and hi s whol e  l i fe hi s t o r.y  l eading up 
t o  i t . The re are 999 o thers l ike him , unspecifi ed , in the same group . 
The re are a million �t a o f something in the same bag , and 1000 o f  them 
have a certain kind of flaw and b reak apart . That ' s  all the figures tell 
us - and no t one syllab l e  about J . S .  himself. The figur e s  deal wi th 
rat io s  and percentage s , and J . S. is simply a datum. The stat i s t i cs s e em 
t o  deal wi th a different kind o f  ent i ty ,  a group-ent i ty ;  they are a 
s tat ement of facts about i t , but no t about J. S .  They t el l  the insurance 
company how many pol i c i e s wil l  have t o  b e  pai d o ff ,  but nothing about 
J ohn �ith 1 s  pol i cy ,  i f  he has one . 

And yet 1f the inc idence of cance r  went up t o  90% in the group ,  we 
would sqy , John ' s chance s are pre t ty slim; if the re were 100 o r  10 case s 
only , we would sey tno danger·  wa:s v9ry small . 

I t  se ems t o  me that stat i st ic s  here have s ome thing to do wi th group­
ing and s egregation; wi th some principle that put s the 1000 flawed bi t s  
I spoke o f ,  into the same b ag  wi th 499 , 000 wi thout thi s same flaw . But 
thi s selection or grouping has no causal relat ion t o  the di sease . The 
figure s reflect faets whi ch mav cause apprehens i on, but the s tatement 
that they det ermine o r  expre s s  your 1 chances 1 se ems t o  have no meaning. 
And ' this i s  where we came in ' ,  t o  make 1 so rri e ending t o  a s or ri e  tale 1 •  

The wri t e r  once had the privil ege o f  a long talk wi th the lat e  
cri t i c-phil o sopher E. S .  Bat e s  on thi s same sub j e ct , who confe s sed hi s 
inability to make much progre s s  wi th it , w1d ende d ,  about cock-crow time , 
Wi th the same ooiloquialism juS t· :·,u§·ed, 1 thi s i s  where we came in 1 • Thi s  
i s  ve ry comfo rt ing t o  m e  personally , but pe rhap s some o f  our BSRA 
philo s ophers will be abl e  t o  cl ear up the whol e  mat ter qui te neat ly and 
deci s ively . Philo sophy , howeve r ,  i s  perhaps be s t  defined as being merely 
dial e ct i c s , and the effort t o  thirik i s  far mo re important than the re­
sult s arrived at - bo th of \thich can probably be bath e stabli shed and 
refut ed - by dial e ct i cal means . 

"As i s  the Inne r so i s  the Out e r ;  as i s  the Great s o  is the Small ; 
as i t  i s  Above so it i s Bel ow ;  there i s  but one Life and one Law . 
Nothing is Inne r ,  nothing i s  Out e r ;  no thing i s  great , nothing is small ;  
nothing i s  high ,  no thing i s  l ow in the Divine Econoiey' . 11 

(He rme t i c  Po s tulat e ) 
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The autho r as sume s  that ( 1 ) vari ous kinds of st range sky craft , in­
c luding tho se called flying di s c s , have been brought to the con s c i ous 
at t ent ion o f  goo d o rdinar.y rel iable pe ople ( 2 ) that the phenomenon o f  
sudden appearance and di sappearance i s  charact e r i s t i c  o f  them. 

The s trata thru whi ch the se vehi cle s trave l ,  vary; and the i r  ab i l i ty 
to maneuver at both very rapid and very sl ow rat e s  i s  al so one of thei r  
characteri st i c s .  

We are e s s ent ial ly concerned wi th their behaviour character i sti cs 
when seen wi th the naked eye . We see them in the atmo sphere-and- ethe r .  
The lat t e r  i s  no t we ll under s t o o d; ho weve r ,  it i s  capable o f  support ing 
the int e rplay of l ight and sound even in the ab s ence o f  atmo sphe re ; it 
therefore has some mas s and mus t b e  finely divided mat t e r  of some sort . 
I t  i s  mo re finely divided than the gase s of the atmo sphe re and re sonat e s  
co rre sponden ce s in sub st ance s which i t  pervade s an d  contro ls . The marked 
lack o f  measureable den s i ty can be due to seve ral fact o r s , including the 
inhe rent nature of the sub stance i t se l f ;  i t  may be a sub s t rat e in which 
the part i c le s are much farther apart o r  ve r,y much smal le r ,  o r  both. But 
we kno w l i t t le o f  what prope r t ie s or sub st ance s may maintain thems elves 
wi thin the e the r , and the relat i o n  o f  thes e  t o  atmo spher i c  phenome na i s  
unpred i ctable . 

Reprint o f  an art i cle in Flying Ro ll give s a report o f  t�e analy­
s i s  o f  a pie c e  of mat e rial whi ch fell from o ne o f  the di s c s ,  in terms 
of me tal i dent if i cat i on only. The repo rt was i s sued aft er spe ct r o s copi c 
and chemi cal analys i s  made at the Univer s i ty o f  Chicago . 

High per centage s :  Ca4° Fe56 zn65 

Middle percentage s 

L ow Percentage s 

Trace s . . . . . 

29 26 30 
27 55 Cu69 Al Mn 

1 3 25 29 

58 207 87 
Ni Pb S r  

29 82 38 

Ai};l07 118 Cdl32 
Sn 

47 50 5 5 

Mg24 S128 
12 14 

52 
Or 
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The smal l f igure s  b el ow and abo ve each element repre s ent the atom­
i c  number and atomi c weight re sp e c t ive ly ,  and have b e e n  in serted with 
the expl i c i t  understanding that they apply only in cas e  the analy s i s  
was made in t e rms of e ar thly metal s .  The analys i s  it se l f , i n  o rde r t o  
be o f  much value , shoul d contain st atement s  of o ther prope rt i e s  of 
thes e element s ;  such as dens i t ie s ,  mel t ing p o int s ,  and conduct ivi ty. 
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O n  the as sumpt i on that atoms are , i n  all instance s ,  e i the r identi cal 
o r  proporti onately s o , and form larger group ings by uni t ing thei r  various 
ele ct r i cal and electroni c force s ,  from whence ar i s e the element s with 
the i r  numb e r s  and at omic we ight s ,  we have a wo rking hypo the s i s .  The heavi ­
e s t el ement known t o  dat e i s  uranium , mole cular we ight 238, atomi c number 
92. The prope rt iew o f  all element s are a pe riodic funct i on of  their atom­
i c numbers . 

As regards the figure s given in the previous table ,  the re i s  very 
l i t t l e  reason to bel ieve that they are the actual el ement s known on our 
plane . The di scovery that there exi st among atoms sub stance s �ovm as 
i so top e s , no l onger al lows us to state that sub stance s  wi th a certain 
atomi c we i ght and atomi c  number are ident ical . An i so t ope grouping of 
at oms Shows the same atomi c number f o r  each ,  but , as is the case with 
li thium , at omi c  no . 3 ,  tho at . wt . varie s  in mas s ,  the average b eing 6. 94 . 
Thi s means that an atom of l i thium can weigh  from 6 t o  7 .  The same appl ies 
t o  o ther element s ;  therefore they vary in mass b e cause of the difference s 
in rat io o f  the numb er o f  pro t ons o r  nuclei t o  neut ron s .  The neutron is  
part o f  tho atom , but can be di slodged , and be ing the same ma ss  as the 
cent ral nucl eus , caus e s  the atom from whi Ch  it has di slo dge d i t s elf t o  be 
sl ightly l ight e r .  I t  has the same mass as the cent ral nucleus , bears no 
charge and i s  removabl e .  

Atoms , stri ctly speaking , are mixture s o f  i so tope s , and thi s i s  mo re 
no t i ceable in the he avier s e ri e s  o f  atomic we ight s ,  where the lat t er are 
no t in whole numbers . Uranium wi th an atomi c  number of 238 i s  changed 
int o plut onium wi th the same numb e r ,  but thi s change i s  caused by the 
lo ss of neut rons whi ch are driven out of the atom, thus changing it s 
prop e rt i e s  and atomi c we ight , whi ch i s  235o The U at om lo st 3 neut rons ; 
i n  fact , i t  be came a new element , plut onium, wi th different propertie s . 
Some p rope r t i e s  o f  pluto nium are the same as tho se o f  uranium , and the se 
o f  cours e are no t dependent on a constant re lat i onship be twe en nuclei and 
neut rons .  Since al l e l ements vary in mas s  by virtue of the ir irregular 
numbers o f  nuclei-neut ron relat ionship , they are not the some at all ,  and 
do not po s se s s  ident i cal propert i e s . 

An e lement i s  no t an element per s e  when it contains one o r  mo re i so­
tope s .  

Now ,  n s  t o  the re lation o f  all thi s t o  the mat e rial i zat ion o f  a 
di sc : i t  may be said by rightful analo gy that tho ( e thoric ) at oms that 
manife s t  i n  mas ses in a di sc , can vary in atomic  we ight , and thi s prop­
erty in tho fine ly divided etheric sub stance p robably cause s  even more 
l o o s ely grouped i sot op e s  t o  appear in each atom - whi ch account s for all 
manner o f  appearing and di sappeo.ring o f  the sub s tance and the change of 
prope rti e s .  The phenomena are perhaps enhanced by the wide var iat ion of  
atoo spheri c condit ions . The vari at i o ns shovm b y the di scs and o the r 
craft arc no t o f  earth substance s .  The component s of the atoms of the 
e t her can bear a spe cial rel at io nship to each o the r ,  re sult ing in a 
diff erent manife stat ion. In the case o f  aluminum , spontane ously oxidi zed 
he r e , an i so t ope may even have tho same atomi c numb er when forme d from 
e the ri c sub stance . Ethe ric Al doub tle s s  has a lack of affinity fo r both 
ethe ri c  and atmo sphe ric negat ive mol ecular and atomi c s tructure s .  I t  � 
di ffer from ours here b ecaus e the uni t s  do no t neces sarily have the same 
sub s tnnce and are .. not ne ces sar ily hel d  to account by any of our laws . 
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COMMUNI CAT I ON FROM LA.O -TSE 

Go od aft erno o n ,  row friend s . I am LaoT s e . • . . 
Be l i eve me , my friends , there i s  no thing so impor tant as the cul­

t ivat i on of the self . Man i s  no t  born o f  sin,  but coming into the phy­
s i cal body he b e come s l o s t  t o  his true self . De s ire wi th al l i t s br ill­
i ancy bl inds him . We do not know it al l ,  any more than you do . But you 
w i l l  find , on pass ing out of the phys ical body ,  that l ife i s  no diffe r­
e nt than it was b ef ore .  I f  you are t o  gain a heaven (whi ch in real i ty 
i s peace o f  mind ) your earth plane i s  the p lace to acquire i t  first . If 
you do no t acqui re i t  the re , you shall no t ac qui re it here . And do no t 
think that any thought you can have i.s apart from the God Force , for i t  
i s no t . I f  i t  s e ems evi l t o  you, that i s  b e cause you have mi sinterpre t­
ed the thought . I t  has be come confused wi th the de sire body. All thing s 
are o f  Go d - the f i l th and the ro s e . All things spring from one source -
Mind .  Mind governs the atom and the plane t .  Man i s  the head and creato r  
o f  al l h e  see s an d  knows - and h e  knows al l .  But do not mi sunde rstand 
me ; I do no t mean physical man , but mind-man . And how doe s  man creat e  
hi s wor ld s ?  Think o f  the common dream ( tho ' your s ci ent i s t s  d o  no t 
know what i t  i s , s o  it i s  no t common to them ) . If you have no t trained 
your s elf to dre am prope rly , your dreams are nightmari sh and confused. 
Ye t you can t rain your mind t o  dream cl ear comprehen s ibl e dreams . Do 
you think you should do any l e s s  in what you t erm your physi cal exi st­
e nce ? Thi s  is no l e s s a dream. The real i ty of any condi t ion depends 
o n  your ab i l i ty to buil d  up a s tat e of con s c i ous awarene s s , thus bring­
ing eve rything into l ife and act ion.  T o o  l ong has man been l eft to 
wonder , confuse d  by mw st i ci sm and r i tual s . The teacher s ,  fo r some 
s trange reason of the i r  own ,  have de sired to ca�t a shadow on the people .  
Look at �the terms you have - �pefnormal , sub consci ous , abno rmal - hmmm ! 

I t e l l  you, my friends , there i s  no � st e ry to l ife but what you 
put upon it thru your unwil l ingne s s  to know ,  t o  s e e  behind the ve il o f  
p r i e s t craft - including the so - called T ib e tan t eachings . D o  you wi sh t o  
l earn ?  " I  do no t know anything for sure . 11 That i s  the fi rst principle 
o f learning . Ther e  i s  no certainty exc ept as you make it by your think­
i ng ,  your de sire , your wil li ng . All l i fe i s  mind , state s o f  cons ci ous ­
ne s s  i nterblend i ng wi th one anothe r ;  the re i s  no knowing whe re one be­
gins and anothe r l eave s off .  But we sense the re is some thing mo re than 
the physical , b e cause o the rwi se the re could b e  no phy si cal • • .  

And your phys i cal world did no t pop into manife s tat ion out o f  no -­
whe r e . Man , befo re he b e came a ph) s i cal being , lived a subj e ct ive l ife . 
H i s  awarene s s  was s e t  in that plane and some t ime he shal l go back to 
i t . . .  Befo re I go i wish only to s� thi s : that you are - mo st as sure d­
l y  are ,- born o f  the great Force called Love , and thi s fo rce pervade s 
al l l ife . If you can unde r st and that , you wil l  never fear anything , be­
cause nothing can happen t o  you. The b o dy  may go thru de s t ruction , but , 
a s you Ame ri can s say , ' so what ? '  You buil t  thi s body, you can build 
ano the r one . The mo s t  important thing i s  the full cons ci ausne s� aware ­
n e s s  to l ife . Go o d  aft ernoon . 

( 2-27-49 ) 
(Trance mediumship , Mark Probert ) 
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CURRENT �"YSTERIES AWD PHENOMENA 

by John P .  Be s s er 

(Note : Meade Layne ha s g iven me the genu ine ly plea sant task of e d it­
ing this s ec t ion which previ ous ly wa s t it l e d  "C l ips and Quote s " . I 
s-ha ll e ndeavor t o  pre s ent 1 w ithout b ia s , a l l  ac c ounts of a t ruly "For� 
t ee.n" nature that ar e  sent to RR .  A l l news pa per and maga z-ine reports­
of aer ia l  phenomena ( flying saucers , et c o )  are pa rt i cularly re quested . 
Of great va lue and interest t o  e ve ry B . S .R .A .  membe r  and reader of RR 
are the b ooks of C ha r l e s  Fort , pub l is he d  by Henry Holt & C o . , Nevr Y ork ­
over one thousand pages c ontain ing a c c ount s of flying s aucers ,· t'al l s  of 
strange ob je ct s upon the earth , etc . Als o of great intere s t  are the 
maga z ine FATE , 139 N .  C la rk S t . ,  Chicago 2 ,  Ill . ,  and Psychic �· 144 
High Holb or n , London , w . c .  1 ,  Eng land . J.P .B , ) 

SAUCERS NOT A JOKE ( Pittsburgh S un-T e le gram , Apr il 2 7 ,  1949 ) Many allJP� 
Air Mater ie l  C ommand , r:r ight-Patters on A ir Base I is sue d off ic ia l state­
me nt that , a lthough So% of myste r ious ae r ia l  phe nomena were expla ir.able 
� s  be ing weat her bal l oons and mete ors , 4Q% we r e  unexpla inab le . Doubt 
was expre s s e d  tha t the s aucer s  we re of fore ign invent ion . At l ong last 
the ir ethe r ic or igin was hinte d at . B ravo l 

BE LATE D FIASH l ( Note to me from c .  L . Mc Ke lvie , the pa s senger on the 
plane wh ich pas s e d  t he " flame - s pout ing r ocket - s hip" ove r Alabama on 
July 24 1 194 8 )  " The s treak of' l ight vra s a pparent ly from the W.et mec h­
anism vrhi ch le ft the end of the ship and vra s de s c en ding . "  ( The pre s s  
acc ounts de s c r ibe d the " ro cket" a s  a s c e nd ing . )  

PAmT ON FOUR HOMES VAN ISHES OJERNIGHT ( Pitts burg Pre s s , June 11 � 1918) 
Paint suppl iers myst if ie d . They a dmit that pa int s omet ime s dis inte ­
grate s f r om a ir -b orne ga s e s , but the proce s s  is usua l ly a sl ow one . 
C ompare with the acc ount ( Oct . 18 , 1948 ) of THREE hous e s  in l� l ibu , 
C a l if . , which l os t  the ir paint overnight . That oc c urre nce was " ex­
pla ined" by the pre s e nc e  of sulphur in the ai;r , which left a c oat of 
s ome kind of meta l l ic sulph ide . 

SAUCZRS HE LD IMA G TI�AT!ON ( Se att le Pos t - Inte l l igence r , lia r .  2 8 ,  1949 ) 
Pur due Pre s i dent , Dr . F .  L .  Hovde s o  stated in an a ddre s s  before the 
Mile -Hi Pur due C lub .  Dr . Hovde is cha irman of the defense depart ­
me nt ' s  guide d mis s il e s  c ommittee . 

MYS �RY LIGin' m ENGIAND1 S  SKY ( London Expre s s , De c .  194 8 )  Re s icmts 
in C1?'r osvenor S quar e  reporte d a myst e r ious t ran sparent " Zeppe l in" c ur­
v ing and swoop ing . Seen in Es se x ,  S u s s ex and Surrey as a curving , 
red streak of l ight , end ing in an ear-shaped c loud of smoke . 
LOS A NGE lE S  SMOKE TRA ILS ( Seat tle Pos t • Inte l l ige no e r ,  Apr i l  5 ,  1949 ) 
Four or five unexpla ine d st reaks of s moke or c l oud we re seen over 
Los Ang e les , C al if . , at appr oximate ly the s ame t ime the " expl od ing 
met e or s u we re witne s se d  over Salt Lake C ity , Utah . Mt . rJils on ob• 



servers said the trails may ha� been odd cloud format ions be low the 
2 5 , 000 foot overcast . ( ? ) 
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NORTH WIND "M.AY CAUSE lulURIER EPIDEMIC ( Pittsburgh Press , Oct . 15 , 194 9) 
Dr . Manfred Curry presented a theory in the Northwestern Uoivers ity' s 
Journa l of Criminal Law and Cr�inology , in which he stated that winds 
from the polar reg ionS' possess a great concentrat ion of "aran" , a pe ­
cul iar substance like oz one , which a cts  as a at tmulant upon s ome indi­
vidual s  and as  a depressant upon others . His the ory is founded on c� 
tain logic�l assumpt ions and facts .  

MI SS ING l1. IRMEN ( Pittsburgh Sun-Te legraph, March 31 , 1949 ) S ix  Air ­
Force me n. a ccording to the ms d ispatch , were not found when the ir 
C-4 7  plane c rashed  into a pond at Edgar Spr ings . Mo. Suggest ions that 
a "cla s s ified oargo" was be ing oarn·ied brought "no eommenttt by Air 
Force officia l s . (An analogous acc ident occurred in r:ashington State, 
June , 194 7 ,  in which the wreckage BUT NOT ONE TR.ll.CE OF THE 32 OCCU­
PANTS OF A LARINE C-46 TRAllSPORT was found . 

FOUR OUT OF TEN . ( Lewi ston Morning Tribune , Jan.  16 , 1949 ) Arnold Free­
man, warden of Sheffie ld (England )  Educat ional Settlement , a sked peopl� 
who a�ost die d in s ensationa l circumstances  to  relate the ir last th� 
Four out of ten had seen a parade of' the ir l if'e experiences • six in ten 
had " stupid" thoughts or were too fr ightened  to thihk of' anything . 

UTAH �·FIREBJ..LLS" (Many clips , Apr il 5 ,  1949 }  In Logan, J newspaperlllUJ, 
while ' phoning his Sa lt lake C ity office , reported he s aw �everal long 
s ilver s treaks pas s  ove r ,  then a "batch" fol lovring , S IX  in number . Also 
seen by hundre d of others in Salt Lake C ity , Ogden and Logan. No a�­
ment as t o  whethe r smoke f' rom expl os ions of several of' the objects wa� 
black· or white a The locations of' the b lasts were quite vaguo . Air 
Force officers at Hil l Fie ld,  Ogden , stated that the mil itary was not 
respons ible for the strange appearances . . 

SABLE IS LAND " DISC " . ( From Snow' s book ,  "Mysteries and Adventures 
along the Atlant ic Coast" - Dodd , Mead & C o o , N.Y . ,  $4 .00 ;  jus� pub• 
l ishe d ) . A great circular light , the approximate si�e of a wash-tub , 
is often se en rol ling over the sand dune s of Sable Is land ( orr Nova 
Scot ia )  and into the sea . Horses  tremble upon see ing it . Also ,  �ery 
May 29th a midd le -1 7th century Frenchman ' s  ghost na sa l ly s ings psalms, 
heard over most  of' the 20 bY 1-mile is land , even above a gale . A lady 
ghbet · with mis sing ring-finger als o haunt s this little is land. 

FLY DTG SAUCER PARTS FOUND (Astorian Budget and other papers , Apr . 8 ,  
1949 ) Two segments of what might have been a " dis c" we re found in Ucn­
trose , Colo . Al lege d to have been found by two cattlemen , the Ca ]xrun 
br others , in Oct ober , 1948 . Pieced together , the segments suggested 
an original " dis c" about f our feet in diameter , in the form of an alu­
minum rim,  two inches aoross by one inch thick , with 2-inoh-long brass 
wi ok-tubes space d every three inche s  along the ins ide of the two seg­
ments , each bear ing an even number .  One segment was 26 inches long , 
the other 14 inche s . Taken t o  Lawry Fie ld by Air Force . officials . 



TOIE OO DISCS ( T o l e do S unday B lade , Apr . 10 , 1949 ) T hre e " sauce r s- ,  
g o ing about 4 0  mi le s a n  hour 1 se en f o r  about tive minute� b y  f iftee n ­
yea r-old Henry Jor dan of T ol e d o ,  Ohio .  Round , s ilve r , s auc e r -shape d . 
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NORTHEASTERN SEABORD 'METEOR ' ( Grand Rapids Pre s s , an d othe r � ,  Apr . 12 , 
194 9 ) "Ba l l  of fir e "  s e en Monday night ac ros s; s outhern New Engla nd , 
Albany � N .Y .  and Newcas t le , De lawar� by hundre ds of pe ople . B r il l iant 
b lue -white in co lo r .  De s c r ibed by Am.e rl.  ean A ir l ine s  Capta in R .  w .  
Burfor d a s  being larger in s ize t han a B-36 plane , Had t a il appe ar ing 
t o  be tw o mi le a long . See.me d fa l l ing in b its ove r Rhode Is land . 

''F IERY FULL MOON" ( Seve ral cl i ps 1 Feb . 10 , 1949 ) .  A " fie ry full moon" 
r o s e  rod in the north-northwe s tern sky of V ic t oria 1 B .  c .  1 at 5 : 53 A. M. 
It reache d  its zanith a t  5 & 55 and vanishe d  fr om s i ght at 6 t04 A .M . , 
puz z ling s c ient is t s  of t he Ast r ophys ical Ob ae rva t o ry in V ic t oria . 

THIS AND T HAT .  I sugge s t  tha t eve ry raade r  of RR a c quire a Nat i onal 
Ge ograp hic S oc iety map of t he Un it e d  State s ,  and make notat ions on 
thos e a reas whe r e in ae r ia l  phenomena are obs erve d .  I be gan my map in 
June , 19�7 , and t he ma rkings t o l l  n defin ite s t o ry. There are , appa� 
ly , " s auce r  reg i ons!' where in t he d is c - s hape d  " ghos t-ships" aro most 
preve.l. e nt . B rit i s h  C olumb ia , Wa shingt on , Orogen , Northe rn C a l ifornia 
and Idaho a re "badly haunto d" by s auce r s . The ae r ia l  phe nomena be lt 
ext ends a c ros s I l l inois , In diana , Ohio , Wo st V irg in ia and V irg inia , 
and up and down b oth c oa st s . Oddly , the Ke ntucky reg ion is haunte d ,  
pre dominant ly , by r ocke t-type o r  e longate d a er ia l  ob jects , a lthough 
d i s c s  aro a l s o  soo-n . The " d is c s "  s e en r is ing from B r own Mounta in ,  in 
We s te rn North C arol ina , s inc e C iv i l  War days , a nd t he Great Carol ina 
Dis c of De cembe r  20 , 1893 , ( n  great wh ite , t ab l e - s ize d ob je ot , wh ioh 
sa ile d from S outh Ca r o l ina ovor North Carol ina and into V irgin ia , stood 
s tat ionary for about ten minut o s , a nd t hen s ilent ly "bur s t" or vanish• 
ed fr om s ight , over t he c oa st ) are notewo rthy e xample s .  My map s ug ­
ge s ts t he fol l owing �ue st ion s Arc t he re etho r ic or mate r ia l  a re a s  not 
t oo far ab ove our ear th from which t he s e  dis c s  and " r ockets " and"me • 
t e or s 11 c ome ?  Fa l l s  of fr ogs , ha i l s t one s c onta ining fis he s ,  repeate d 
fa l l s  of s tone s upon a sma l l  a rea , e a rthqua ke s  oc curr ing dur ing great 
mys t e r ious n:glare s 11 in the sky -- a l l  s e em t o  s ubs tant io.te this the aj'  
Then , co ns ide r  the a b ility o f  frogs a n d  f is he s  t o  re.mo. in , for a pp�t­
ly hundre d s  of ye ar s in o. state of SUSPENDE D l�]MATION . Doe s this not 
indica te that frogs and f is he s  { a nd po rhaps otho r , re late d, l iving 
thing$) or ig inate d f rom r�alms in s pa ce wh ioh conta in ntmospho re s d i s ­
s imi lar t o  thos e which l ie upon our earth , and t o  whioh thoy a r c  e s ­
pe c ia l ly a dapt e d ?  

Wil l a l l  rea de rs ke e p  n sharp l ookout tor ac c ount s o f  " tre&k 
weather" ? The re was a rash of n o r in l  phenomena dur ing the 1880 ' s  and 
t 90•s (which pe r iod wa s  r ema rkab l e  t or odd atmos phe r ic c ondit ions ) and 
it APPEARS that the current " unus ua l "  weo.the r ha s; SOME conne c t ion with 
t he appearance or the " s auc e r s " . Pe rhaps t he s o " ghost-s hips " are a c ­
t ivate d  int o v is ib il ity by cosmic bur s t s  o f  e ne rgy o f  s oma f or.m or 
anoth er . 
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THIS Al! D  TfffiT { c ontinue d ) 

Tho mys tery of the liount S hasto. " Stone C ir c l e s "  r ono. ins a. mys ­
tery . Tho s upe rnorma l hypot hes is ha s bo on pre s e nte d , Hundre ds of 
earth mounds , two :fee t  h igh a nd about 60 fe e t  in diamete r ,  e:=-. ch sur ­
rounded b y  a rim of vo lc a n ic rocks , gra dur.ting :f r om grave l �t the bet ­
t om to la rge b oulde rs at the t op ,  we ighing ove r n hundr e d pound s , set 
in 'lno sa ic" fa shion .  An o.c r ia l phot o shovrs the mound s  placed hit-or­
mis s , like the CRATERS OH THE MOON . S ome a re quit e largo , othe r s  are 
qu ite sma l l . No t race of human occupancy has been unearthed . As 
mys te r ious as t he heat-me lted inte r ior of t he anc ient c ave rns a l leged­
ly found in Ar iz onn by Dr . Rus s e l l .  Do t he s e  myste r ies . t ie in with 
the "v it r if ie d  fort s " in B r ita in and · the mys ter ious dr opping of the 
"Chine s e s e a l s" a l l  ove r Ire land , and t he finding or a sma ll head of 
e:·n " id ol" ( of an UNIOTOr."N , d is pr oport ionat e ly heavy st one ) by a Mr . 
Potte r , a miner , in a lend mine near Picher , Oklahoma , AT A D� OF 
N3ARLY 200 FBif! 

A HEW MODEL in flyi ng sauce r s  - s quare one s - was rep o rted he re Satur­
d� by Benj amin F. Smi th .  The re we re two rows of the s quare s ,  said 
Smith , at about the he i ght of airliners that fly over Oakland , and 
t rave l l ed from south t o north. They moved at tremendous speed and made 
no s ound . (From oakl and , U. P. di spat ch; Grand Rapids Pre s s ,  clip 
from E � P .  Gib son ) .  

A LONE FLYING D I SC pas sed ove r Seatt l e , May 8;  repo rted by a Boeing 
employe e ,  Wil liam Bunce , 8423 - 47 th Ave .  S. , Seat t l e .  11 I t  l o oked ob­
long , had no tail , and travelled at tremendous speed. I t  shined but 
no t a s ilvery shine - rather a dark shine .  I t  was going northeas t and 
l o oke d to me about 50, 000 ft . high. No , they ' re no t making anything 
l ike that at Boeing ' s ,  in � shop . " (Clip from Margare t Whyt e , Chilli­
wack , B. C . ) .  

�miD TO D I S SOLVE : ' S ilver-tipped obj ect trailing smoke ; ro se in the 
east and went slowly acro s s  the ho ri zon, hung like a s ilve r ball in 
the no rth and then seeme d to di s so lve ' ( Wat er town , Wash. , Daily T ime s ) 
( Clip f rom J. F. Rudmin ) .  The re are many report s o f  thi s di s so l ving 
e ffe ct , whi ch  the the o ry  of ethe ri c o rigins compl et ely account s fo r -
and whi ch i s  t o tally negl ected by o ther alleged explanations . 

BEFORT DOUBTFUL . BSBA member Mr s . H . M. Graham , Rui do so , N-; M. , · . repo:Ct s 
the infonaat ion about di s cs ove r N . M. NOT affect ing radar � be un­
rel iabl e . As so c .  Edward John wri t e s that some radar frequenci e s  
wi ll show raindrop s and o the rs "wouldn 1 t show a mountain" - and the 
fre quencie s on the N. M. radar s cre en at the time are no t known to us . 
But l e t  us have news o f  authenti c radar pi ck-ups of the se craf t .  

FLYING FONt� . Several craft of thi s shape have b e en reported. One 
ove r Petaluma, Calif. , June 2, ' whoo shed by , eas t t o  we st , at about 
2500 ft ; it gl owed and faded like a dying ele c t ri c  bulb . 11 (C l ip from 
Mary Jane Glaser and o the rs ) 



DESCRIPT I ON OF � 11 FI BnALL11 

by Dr. Wi l liam No thdurft .  

In the early mo rning of April 7 ,  1949 , at about 4 : 15 - 4 : 30 a . m. , 
there appeared over De s Moines , I owa, a st range obj ect . Thi s was two 
days after the various appearance s over Sal t Lake City and no r thward. 

The obj e ct was evidently fir st seen by a Mr . M . L . Ahern , o f  2900 
Rutland Ave . One of the shade s in hi s room ( toward the we st ) was up 
ab out four inChe s ;  the light that came through thi s small opening was 

3 6  

s o  br ight that i t  awakened him,  an d  he went t o  the window, spent sev­
e ral moment s examining the obj e c t , then lay down on hi s bed again t o  
de t e rmine b y  i t s  shadow whe ther i t  was mo ving* . The shadow ( o r ,  the 
l ight o n  the floor ) was moving southward. Then he went to the window 
again and watched it as i t  slowly di sappe are d  behind the house next 
do o r .  The obj ect was thus travel ling no rth and was west of the ob server. 
" I t was the mos t  he inous thing I have eve r seen in my l ife " says Mr. 
Ahe rn ; and he drew a ske t ch of the way it lo oked :  

Mr . Ah ern ' s diagram 

Left vert i cal l ine repr esent s a 
part that lo oked 11 thi ck , l ike 
me tal . The uppe r  part s�emed 
t ransparent and ful l of f ir e .  

1 
The lowe r  part was al so l ight ed 

�------tb t�!e
0!as as if in compar tment s ,  and the se 

'-was a sho wed blue (or black ) , ye llow , 
b r i i h t  PURPLE land purple respectively.  

At about the somo time , a Mrs BlD.nche Buba.ny ,  1230 - 65th St . , 
some 40 b l ocks we s t  o f  Mr. Ahern, was startled by a br i ll iant l ight 
high in the sky toward the S . SW. Fire 11 tra.iled from i t  like a. r oman 
cnndl e 11 but the il luninat ion was very brief. Both Mrs . Bubo.ny and Mr .  
Ahe rn seemed t o  m e  to be perfe ctly normal pe ople and no t unduly ex­
cited by the i r experiences . 

From my int erviews wi th people in Waterloo last fall regarding 
the di scs that were seen he re in July 1947 , and from newspape r clipp­
ings , e spe cially from I owa, I have l earned that simi lar phenomena 
nrc usual ly seen over a ce rtain kind of terrnin , either around a hillY 
se ction , o r  river bo ttoms where gre at sink ho l e s  are , and always with 
thi Ck vege tat ion and undergrowth. In Waterlo o ,  thi s sect ion o f  De s 
Mo ine s , and in Exl ine , I owa (where a di s c  was seen May 5th last ) , 
the re are rive r s .  In the l ight of thi s , I no wondering i f  thi s obj ect 
seen ove r  De sMc ine s was no t go ing slowly over thi s hi lly section 
l o oking fo r some thing, and whether the flaSh no ted by Mr s  Bubany �ight 
no t have b een a flare ; tho ' the Utah sto ries reported not only explo s -

i on s  that were seen but that were al so �· Always travelling no r th? 
Over De sMo ines and Exl ine , Ia. o vc r  Utah , and over Oakland , Calif . -all 
we re t rave lling no rthward. (next page ) 



De s cr ipt i on o f  Fi reb al l , con. 3 7  

The fo rego ing i s  a first-hand ac count whi ch the Rev . Nor thdurft ob ­
tained by pe r sonal int erviews . Seve ral po int s are to be no ted . ( 1 ) The 
remarkable obj e c t  se en by Mr . Ahern in good de tai l was almo st mo t io nl e s s 
fo r seve ral minut e s  ( no t  a charac t e r i s t i c  of me teo rs or planes ) (2)  I t  
had the appearance o f  a co ns t ruc te d  object (3 ) I t  was n o t  ne ce s sari ly 
the same obj ect whi ch Mr s .  Bubany thought ' explo ded ' in the SSW sky about 
the same t ime . (4 ) The po ssibl e r elat i on of some flying di s c s  and/or 
o ther obj e ct s ,  to the terrain ( r iver s ,  brush , s i nkho le s  e t c ) i s wo rth 
furthe r study ( tho ' all go o d  soul s who now jump to mar sh gas e.nd j o.ck-o­
lunt erns cna re lax ,  fo r it wo n ' t  work ) . Incidental ly ( tho ' we hat e to men­
t i on i t ,  s ince seve ral BSR sci ent i s t s have laughed themselve s  s i Ck  over 
tho i dea ) , there are s eve ral races o f  underground people inhab i t ing our 
glob e , no t all 1 De ro s 1  by any mean s .  We say that in cold blood and have 
exce l l ent reasons fo r i t  and can ' t  prove i t  - so l et ' s  no t argue . But 
' could b e ' that s ome kinds of our sky phenomena (no t a l arge part ) have 
s ome kind of conne ct i on wi th the se sub terrene folk .  Al so ( and mo re 
l ike ly ) thG flight-paths of tho di sc s ( e t c . ) rn� be related to the vo r­
texe s .  At l east a do zen of the se curi ous place s have been di s cove red in 
the United Stat e s ,  and there nay be thousands of them as yet unno t i ced. 
Gravi tat i onal , nagno t i c  and elec t ri cal force s are di stort ed by them, and 
s ome o f  o ur  RR fri ends at o ne t ime made an effo rt t o  plo t the fl i ght­
cour s e s  of the di s c s  wi th refe rence t o  the vortexe s o f  Cali fornia. A 
re lat i onship of t�i s kind seems po s s ib l e  e ven unde r our b e l i ef that the 
di s c s  are of ethe r i c  o ri �in (no t  if they ' re spaat z-befo re-the eye s , tho ! ) 

(Autho
.
r ·. o f

. 
ta1e · 1'Db s�·�!ptl�n" , the Rev . Mi l ton No thdurft ,  can be 

r eache d at 601 Nevada St . , Wat e rl o o ,  Iowa ) . 

- ond -

UNUSUAL 
PHENO�!ENON Round Robin fri end Mr s .  E . M . Repp wri te s us , that dur-

ing the past thi rteen years thoro have been 29 mat erial i­
zat i ons o f  b irds in he r hous e " over the breakfast table , radi o ,  piano ,  
davenport , ri ght out o f  thin air ,  making themse lve s at home but flying 
away at f i r st oppo rtuni t y  thru do o r  o r  window. They are gray in colo r  
o.nd s imi lar t o  a canary i n  si z e  and shape " .  Thoy appeared se ve ral t ime s 
on annive r sarie s ,  once to gre e t  a daught e r  11 who had been s cept i ca.l 11 , 
but usual ly the ir co�ing fo re t old the pas sing-over o f  some one (pre sum­
ably a f riend o r  relat ive ) o  " I  have cal led in o the r  people to ve rify 
the se fact s . I do no t lay claio t o  b eing psychic but it i s  t rue in eve r,y  
de t ai l  and has been wi tne ssed b y  several out s ider s  o f  the femily . 11 

Round Rob in as s i s t ant edi t o r ,  Mrs .  Harrie t Fo s t e r .  t e l l s  us about 
an aunt who o ft en saw a b ird in the hous e pr io r to the death o f  some one 
known to he r .  Thi s case s e ems to have been p sychi c vi s ion only , but i t  
i s pe rhaps no t t o o  fnr from that t o  material i zat i on ,  · :perhaps · of appo rted 
b i rds , as may be the case with tho se ment ioned by Mr s Repp . Almo st every 
imaginab l e  obj e ct ha s  b e en appo rt e d  ond/ o r  material i z ed;  the scept i c  i s  
re spectfully refe rred t o  the 13  page s i n  Nando r Fo dor ' s  Encyclopedia. o f  
Bstchi c Sc ience , on thi s subj ect , unde r tho head o f  Mat e rial izat ion . 
( Mr s  Repp ' s addre s s  i s  Monro e ,  Mi ch. , Rt . 5 ) .  
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REVIEWS 

Mr. Harden has re corded a varie ty of true tale s 
o f  Nor th Carol ina which are cer tainly st ranger 
than fi c t i on ,  and which range from the t ime o f  the 
first s e t t lers down tc the pre sent . There i s  the 

s t o ry of the l o s t  co lony and the first white pe rson born in thi s land ;  
o f  a t reasure ship o f  the C onfederat e navy ; an d  c f  Polly Wil l iams , the 
unb eatab l e  race ho r s e , who se mast e r  won the stake s  on the last race 
e ven tho ' the ho rse did no t run .  The re i s  the tale o f  the Deerin,. a 
s cho oner wi thout a crew whi ch baffled the Coast Guard. And if you have 
an inclinat ion to so lve mys teri e s for yourself ,  the re are s t i l l  the 
unexplained l ight s of Brown Mount ain and the st range place cal led the 
Dev i l 1 s  Tramping Ground , i n  Chatham County. 

Even tho ' the autho r ,  a corpo rat ion exe cut ive , has made some 
se arch for s cient ifi c explanat i ons , mo s t  of the happenings remain mys­
t e ri ous . Some o f  the account s ar e t rue murder sto ri e s ,  the myst e ry b e­
ing that they are unso lved crime s .  The o thers are no t o.f · tJlle common 
gho st s tory vintage , they are no t t old wi th tongue in cheek , no r i s  
the re any effort t owar d psychi c or sp i ri t i st i c  explanat ions . The book 
i s  made up of short well-wri t ten chapte rs de signed originally fo r the 
author ' s  radi o program , Tale s of Tar�oelia, and the wri t ing i s  con ­
c i s e  and factual . Re commended ,  whe ther you know the Tarheel S tate or 
no t .  (Unive rsity of �ro rth Carol ina Pre s·� . Ral e igh , N . C .  150 pp . $3. 00 .) 

(Richard Towne s ) 

Memo randum concerning THE BIRTH OF A SCIENCE - The Hi st ory and Status 
o f  the Ko Ch Tre atment for Cancer and Allied Al l e rgi e s :  Thi s book i s  
now be ing publ i she d by DEFENDERS, INC . , ( The Defende r Magaz ine ) , 
Wichita, Kansas . I t  i s  sold by them at $1.00 per copy , and thi s i s  
the pri ce a t  whi ch we have announced it i n  the BSRA publi cat ions .  Re­
t ai l  deal ers , howev e r , have no di s count -- they have to p� $1.00 a 
copy al so ( although they can get 50 copie s  for $45. 00 ) . The San Die� 
di s t ributo r  (Mr. Fred Gronbe rg ,  Bo ok Bazaar, 4674 University Avenue ) 
t he refore canno t po s sibly sell them at $1. 00 --- since they co st him 
that much, plus po s tage , and the t ime and l abor of handling. The 
pri ce , if ordered through him, wi ll be $1. 50  -- still ver.y cheap fo r 
a 400-page b o ok on a subj ect of ver,y great impo rtance . Effo rt s wil l  
almo s t  certainly b e  made t o  suppre s s  thi s book. Bet ter make your 
purchase ,  somewhere , prompt ly. 

M. L .  



PUBL I CAT IONS -

BOBBI T T  AGENCY. 1609 - lOth Ave . No . •  Nashville 8 ,  Tenn. Large l i st of 
psychi c and o ccult publ i cat ion s . Single copie s ,  sub s cript ion s ,  sampl e  
copie s .  Send six o r  mo re name s and re ceive copy of Psychi c News and 
public ation l i s t s . 

AS SOC IATI ON FOR RESEARCH AliD ENLIGHTDMENT (ARE ) :  Clairvoyant find­
ings of the late Edgar Cayce and similar mater ial . Monthly bul le t in .  
S ingle copi e s  . 25 Virginia Eeach , V irginia . 

ERGOT - Bi-monthly , $2. 00 year . Fo r student s o f  mystici sm ,  occult i sm, 
Co smi c Unive rsali sm and Life . P . O . Box 83 , St ockbridge , Mas s . 
CHIMES : illustrat ed . 18 pp or mo re . Pub . monthly by Bert L We l ch and 
Ruth We lch. Box 218 , Brea, Cal i f .  Copy 10¢ - $1 . 00 yr . ( "New Books" dept . )  

T�� SPHINX: �r te rly , mimeographe d. Edi t ed and publ i Shed by F . E . Rogers . 
Ab out 40 pp . $ 2 . 00 yr . (four i s sue s ) . Box 128 , No . Park S ta. San Di ego 4. 
Calif . 

T�� THEOSOPHICAL FORUM . Monthly . Admi rably print ed and illustrat ed ,  
s cho larly in cont ent . Theo sophi cal Univer sity Pre s s ,  Covina , Calif . 
(No t a pai d advert i sement ) . 

KOSMON PI ONEER BULLET IN . Monthly , by Es sene s of Ko sman . North Salt · 
Lake , Ut ah .  Single 10¢ ; year $1 . 00 ;  3 yrs . $2 . 00 ) . 

NEW AGE INTERPRETER. " I s sued every month o r  two and devo ted to ai d the 
mo dern seeke r to spiri tual reo rine tation in the light of the Agel ess 
Wi s dom . About 21 pp . C opy 15¢ ; 10 i s sues ,  $1 . 50 . Theodo re He l ine , 
Edi t o r .  Bo x 6133 Me t ropo l .  S ta. Lo s  Angel e s  55 . (Not a pai d a.dv . ) 
ROS I CRUCIAN V�AZINE . Monthly . Ro si crucian Fellowship , Oce ans ide , 
C al if . Single 25¢ - Yr . 2 . 50 .  
RE SE��CH :  Bul . o f  At lanti s Re search Cauter� etc . Bi-month� . $2 . 50 yr. 
u. s .  Affi l iate s ,  Floyd Shattuck , Bo x 18 , Brady Lake , Ohio , and Round 
Robin. (Please send sub s cript i ons t o  Mr .  Shat tuCk or direct to .Secre­
tar.y , A. R. Cent e r ,  9 Markham Square , S . W. 3 ,  Lon . ) 

A NEW BOOK : THE DEVIL '  S TRAMP ING GROUND AND OTHER NORTH CAROLINA 
MYSTERY STORIES , by John Harden . 192 pp. Pub . by Univ. of N. C . Pre ss . 
Order through Occult Science s Library Service , l 5 No . Maryland Ave .  
At lant i c  C ity , N. J .  PUBLI C.tl'ION D ... � MAY 21 , 1949 . 

FIREWALKING - NEW MATERIAL FROM HONOLULU - SOON TO BE I S SUED EY MAX 
FREEDOM LONG, F . H . F .  ltESERVE .A COPY . ADDRESS M . F . L .  AT BOX 28 67 , 
HOLLYWOOD STA. LOS ANGELES 28 ,  CALIF .  (RR Edi tor adds a no te , un-
so l ici ted , on behalf o f  thi s extremely impo rtant HUN.A work. The 
burden of i t  has grown exce s s ive . If your l e t t er i s  real ly urgent , 
wr i t e  UBG]NT and encl o s e  stamped and self-addre s sed envelope : o ther­
wi se wr ite ltNo Answe r Expect ed'' (and do no t send stamped envel ope ). 

A gene ral letter plus personal no tat ions goe s out eve r,y two we eks . 
Thi s i s  from a re cent l e t t e r  to ERA members , by Mr. Long. Many RR 
re ade r s  are HUN.A student s - and we think ALL of them should be ) . 



• 

MEADE LAYNE .AND :B SRA PUBL I CAT I ONS : 3524 ADAMS AY!· , SAN D IEGO, 1_, CALIF . 

ROUND �: I s sued eve ry 6 weeks , about 40 pp . , mimeo . ,  in the general 
f i el d  of I l lumini sm and the Bo rderland S cience s ( 11Fortean11 

happenings , outlaw phenomena , and including p sychi sm , spi ri t i sm ,  o c cul t­
i sm ,  and parapsycho l ogy ) . Non-rel igi ous , not affil iat ed with any cul t o r  
Order , factual an d  fre e lance ; accept s  t he basi e c ontentions of spir i ti sm 
but i s  concerned wi th the at t empt t o  make good us e o f  them. $3. 50 t: . • 40 

BORDERLAND S C IENCES RE SEARCH ASSOC IATE S :  A lo o s ely o r�ani zed as s o ci a  -
t i on o f  persons int ere s t e d  in "borderl and" happenings {as , at pre s e nt , 
the tl flying di s c s 11 o r  Lokas ) , and in a factual approach to psychi sm and 
sp i ri ti sm ,  the s tudy o f  HUNA and relat ed: sub j e ct s . " Release s "  are sent 
out once o r  twi ce a mo nth (2-3 pp . , some t ime s a po stal only ) on mat ters 
of current intere s t .  C o operat ion , no propaganda . Memb ership $1 . 00 per 
quarte r - but $5. 00 covers sub s cript i on to Round Rob in and BSRA, and the 
l at t e r  sponso rs Round Robin and o the r ML publi cat i on s .  

MEMORANDA FROM T HE  MA:RK R .  SEANCES : 

Mimeo . ,  about 30 pp each ; i s sued as c i rcums tances pe rmi t  and 
i s  no t a peri odi cal . Steno graphi c repo rt s o f  trance mediumship o f  Mark 
Probert . Cove rs a wi de range o f  s c i ent ific and phil o s ophi c probl ems , with 
much o c cul t  and spirit i st i c  informat ion and theo ry. Eight Repo rt s have 
so far b e en i s sued ,  but No s .  1 & 6 are t emporarily out o f  print . Single 
copy $1 . 00 , 3 for $2 . 00 e t c .  

THE MYSTERY OF THE FLYING D I SC S .  A 42-page b o okl e t  o f  reprint s from 
Round Robin , and Flying Ro ll (now suspended ) . Contain s the explanati on 
o f  the D i s c s  ( Lokas ) as given by the trance contro l s  o f  Mark Probert , 
and the only explanat i on so far offe red. 

GEOMANC Y - Divinat ion by the Element o f  Earth. Compiled by Meade �ne . 
Mime o . , 30 pp . B! x 1 1 11 • $2 . 00 

LETTERS T O  ! SOLDIER; El ementar.y explanat ion o f  f i r s t  condi t ions aft er 
death - but no t a war book onl� . Uime o . , 30 pp . , 7 x 10 " .  $1 . 00 

THE KOCH TREATMENT FOR CANCER AND ALLIED ALLERGIES : Hi st o ry and pre s ent 
St atus . Reprint from RR. , 25 pp . The only short ye t comprehens ive ex ­
po sit ion o f  thi s subj e c t  now available . The Ko ch treatment i s  epo Ch  -
making and the proof de c i s ive . If you have an ' incurable ' di sease , want 
help , canno t affo rd thi s b o oklet , l e t  us know and we ' ll send it anyhow. 
Price 2 copi e s fo r $1 . 00 .  

T�� EXPERIMENT S OF MORLEY-MART IN & o f  DR C . W .  LIT TLEFIELD. (Abi ogene s­
i s  of l iving organi sms - and effe ct of mind ene rgy on mi cro s copi c  
cr.ys tal s ;  remarkable and authenti c .  Mime o .  b o okl e t ,  $ 1 . 00 . 

A BOOK OF VERSE S ,  by Me ade Layne ; mime o . , 30 pp . $1. 00 ( 100 numb ered 
copi e s  only ) . 

ADDRE SS BSBA - or , 1111\DE L.A.YNE PUBLI C.ri.T I ONS - or , ROUND ROBIN - at 
3524 ADAMS AVE . , SAN DIEGO 4 ,  CALIF .  


