Seen by
2 Airline

Pilots

By Associated Press

ATLANTA, July 24.—Two
Eastern Airline pilots said
they met a wingless two-deck
plane early today southwest
of Montgomery, Ala. They
said the strange ship shooting
red flames and with a blue
glow underneath the fuselage,
passed the E. A. L. ship at
5000 feet headed toward New
Orleans. )

The pilots said the stranger
looked like a “Flash Gordon '
rocket ship.” ‘

The two pilots—Capt. C. S,
Childs, and Co-Pilot J. B. Whit. |
ted—were flying the Houston- .
to-Atlanta-to-Boston run. They
left Houston, Texas, at £:30
(C. S. T.) last night. This morn-
ing at 2:45 o’clock 20 miles
southwest of Montgomery they
sighted the strange ship.

After reaching Atlanta at 8:49
a. m. (E. 8. T.), the two pilots
told of their strange experience.
Captain Childs said that they
tirst sighted the object up ahead

when nearing Montgomery.
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“It was in the line almost
with our flight,” he said. “We

.| veered off to the left and this

object turned to its left. When

‘it came nearer to us, within

better sight, its fuselage ap-.
peared to be about 100 feet in
length and -about four times
the circumference of a B-29
fuselage.

“It had two rows of win.
dows, an upper and a lower.
They were square. Out of the
rear of the ship red flames
were shooting 25' to 50 feet,
There was a blue glow under-
neath the fuselage. The ship
appeared to be doing between
500 and 700 miles an hour,
heading toward New Orleans.

“When it got alongside of
us it pulled up with a tre.
mendous burst of flame out of
the rear. The flames were so
bright they blinded us for a
second. Then the ship disap.
peared intd the broken clouds,
The moon was shining inter-
mittently and the ship could .
be seen for a few seconds and -
would then be obscured. The °
ship had no wings. It seemed
to have an upper deck and a
lower deck and was fully
lighted inside. We saw no oc-
cupants. y

“Of the 20 passengers on
board, Childs:said only one was.
avake and saw the other ship.:
He gave this passenger’s name:
as C. L. McKelvie, Henelton
Pike, Columbus, Ohio. i

. ; ;
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' 'Saucers' |
Not Visitors From|
- Space, Navy Decides i

By United Press ;

WASHINGTON, July 5—U. S.
‘Naval Observatory officials con-
cluded unofficially today that the
mysterious “flying saucers” were
not,.at least, astronomical phe-‘
nomena. - |

An official said the observa- -
tory’s ' unofficial decision was
based - on descriptions of the
strange flying objects since none'
of their astronomers had seen
them. "

Meanwhile, both the army and
navy confessed themselves un-
able to give an explanation for
the reported objects. The army|
began an investigation Thursday.|
. Although there were some.re:|
ports the saucers might have been|
a new-type navy plane, “the fly-
ing pancake,” the navy said it
had only one such plane and that
it was in Hartford, Conn.

The army declined to say

.whether it was contacting those

persons who reported sceing the
flying objects. It would not re-

veal the line of its investigation.
L e —————

NAYY'S 'PANCAKE' RESEMBLES 'FLYING DISC'

~ More Discs |
Ex-Marine Sees Ovals,
‘In Maneuvers’

By International News Serviee

PORTLAND, July 5—Frank
Cooley, a former Marine Corps
observer now with Radio Sta-
tion KOIN in Portland, con- |
| firmed numerous reports of
witnesses in the Portland area
Friday afternoon.

Cooley estimated the discs
were flying at 20,000 feet. He
believes they are larger than
generally supposed.

Cooley saw 12 of them and
! flatly declared them to be oper-
| ated and maneuverable. He dis-

' missed suggestions that they
- might be tossed abeout by air
currents.

Cooley said:

“They plainly exercised |
maneuvers in the sky. At one
time a number ef the discs
would get into formation and '

. fly circles around another dise.
It is hard to follow their be-
havior exactly bhecause of the
great height, their gleaming
surface and thin nature. This ‘
causes them to be seen only
when tilted to catch the sun’s |

ray.” 3

Cooley said he was convinced
the discs are operated either byl
some human or remote control.|

the description of the “flying discs.” The
navy added, however, that the only plane
of this type has mever left Bridgeport,
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Fighter Pilot
Dogfights With
Flying Disk

FARGO, N.D, Oct. 2 (P—A
National Guard fighter pilot to-
day told a story of a 30-minute
9ncounter with a mysterious fly-
ing object over this city in the
darkness—and his account was
supported by two eontrol tower
operators and another  flier.

In a signed statement for Air
Force Intelligence, the pilot, Lt.
George Gorman of the 178th

E‘%ghter Squadron, North Dakota
Air National Guard, claimed he |-

chased_ and did aerial maneuvers
last night with a lighted, disk-

like object which outran and|'

outmaneuvered him.

. Others Watch

_Watching him and the object
with binoculars were Lloyd Jen-
son and H. E. Johnson, both of
Fargo, control tower operators
‘_at Hector Airport here. Both said
in statements today that no other
a1rc_rait had reported to the tower
besides Gorman’s F51 fighter and
a Cub, whose pilot, Dr. A. E.
Cannon of Fargo, also reported
watching Gorman and the object
dogfighting around Fargo.

Gorman attempted to intercept
the object, making head-on
passes, but it outturned and out-
ran him for nearly a half hour
until he lost it at 17,000 feet.

Angeles A3
Friday, August 8, 1947  H %

Army
Drops Air
Disc Probe

Northwest Survey
Reports Evidence
Insufficient

By Iniernational News Service
HAMILTON FIELD, Cal., Aug.
8—Fourth Air Force headquar-
ters at Hamilton Field finally
called off its investigation of re-
ports of flying saucers today,
after receiving final reports on

a survey in the Pacjiic North-

west.

Lieut. Col. Donald L. Spring-
er, intelligence chief for the
Fourth Air Force, returned
from an investigation at Ta-
coma, Wash,, with word that
there was insufficient evidence
or testimony to conclude
whether flying disc stories
from Tacoma or elsewhere
have any basis in fact.

Colonel Springer did say that
the reported explosion of a small
boat in Puget Sound, near Ta-
coma, did not occur. There had
been reports that a boat ex-
ploded after being hit by a fly-
ing disc, or because it was carry-
ing mysterious fragments
found on the beach.

The army intelligence officer
said that there were fragments
resembling molten metal on the
beach of an island near Tacoma
—but that similar fragments
were plentiful in the Tacoma
vicinity.

An earlier Fourth Air Force
probe of flying disc stories

ended in tragedy when a B-25
earrying intelligence officers
plunged to earth near Kelso,
Wash., killing two men. Master
Sgt. Woodrow B. Matthews,
who parachuted safely to the
ground from the plane, said
that s heavy box had been
placed aboard the phne—pn-‘

bl Tosi s o

5 -
the unidentified metallic-ap-
pearing fragments.

Fourth Air Force Headquar-
ters scoffed at suggestions that
the fragments were connected in
any way with the plane crash,
Colonel Springer brought a simi-
lar sample back to Hamilton
Fiold with him.
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:sm ‘mysterious’ “flying saucers.” A meteo- i .:8 &ma u.-u.W be ‘a” signal ' from Mir v. :
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mbowbgﬂz.uc Cal,, . July u.
—Army Atr m.ouamm officials in
Sacramento suggested 8._.%
that the army may know' both
the nature and the origin of ‘the .
mysterious “flying discs.” Al
though neither admitting  nor
.denying the existenee “of . the
discs, the McClellan Field of.
ficials hinted they are convinced
that “if they actually -do . exist,
they might be a part of a U. 8. -
Army training process -and.
coming somewhere - »na-: the
south.”

N
Hﬁ::.::oim in :5:55:.
tation of atomic .energy” be-
ing conducted at Muroc: Lake,
‘Cal., White . Sands, N. M,
Portland, .Ore.,. EE %Srono
:E% be: Smwobm&—.a »2. as
“flying’ saucers.” '
‘This mewbwzg n@do »on#%
from a’ cientist in. :a&mﬁ..g%u.
ics. mﬁ the. California: H..RBBQ&
Hmnwso_omw. who, as'a umu»w%
'on the :Em::m:w «.&wﬁ
(atomic’ “bomb) mmxmm ﬁrn his
:mBm be- €§5m§

““These” ‘saycers’ _uc.nsw,ﬁ‘
capable. of high’ muommm

¢ontrolled. from’ the. g
said. “They are:20. mmbﬁ ._5.
in .the. center. and .are.

Noowﬁ propelled.on the: »mw@&wq
 Headded:, '
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Hint Discs.
U.S. Secret

May Be Trainers,
Say Army Men
By International News Service
SACRAMENTO, July 5.—Army
air corps officials in Sacramento

|suggested .today that the army
may know both the nature and the

-oday the re
- Seen-in varj
country “are
probably man. ;
controlleq.” 06 and radio

origin of the mysterious “flying
discs.”

Although nelther admitting
nor denying the existence of the
discs, the McClellan field offi-
cials hinted they are convinced
that “if they actually do exist
. they might be a part of a United

States army training process
. and coming somewhere from the
. south.”

One official, who declined to be
quoted, declared “it’s nothing for
people to fear, get stirred up or
excited about.” X

He refused to elaborate on what

he meant by “coming somewhere
from the south.” .
. However, it was pointed out at
‘the: army field, which is the
army’s Sacramento air materiel
area depot for Northern Califor-
nia, that the War Department
‘neither has confirmed nor denied
that “flying discs or saucers” ‘are
being used in training or: for ex-
perimental purposes.

The army air official -added
that “our search radar so far

it had, we would not be inclined
to become exeited about it be-
cause there’s been no official
word or request for any kind of
alert on the matter.”

hasn’t picked up anything, but if.

Dr(.) Lee said: ;
“One of the greatest tech-
nological achievements of etch}:)
war—the sending of radar
signal to the moon
complished in complete’seor.
e ! Secrecy.
These flying discs might re;;z'-
s:nt the same sorg of thing.”
A t Yerkes. Observatbry, Wil
! lams Bay, Wis.,. Dr, Gerard Kuj
‘per also of
e d.expressed the beljet
1SCS are man-made-
Probably radio-control]ed. Dr, 123:
ber, director of the observatory
3 v

added ;

- “If these thinés we r
: re I
Seen, they must be nnn-l’l:qlile}:
From the descripﬂons, they ab.
solutely‘ could not pe astronomi.
8.

“I couldn’t even mak :
ea
28 to what they are, Imtt“:::
counts of thejy flight sp
they are Tadio-controlled,” .
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IT'S EVERYBODY'S COLUMN FOR
A DAY AS READERS TAKE OVER

Do the “brass hats” in the Pentagon think the populace .,
is a bunch of saps? Why keep a secret about the flying|
saucers when they should know we will learn of these
things eventually :wwwn&g of how top secret they want
it to be now?

Certain well meaning persons at one time openly expressed
their opinions that such discoveries as the telephone, the radio,
etc, were of the devil. But the vast majority of us just kept
on sawing wood. Intelligent people are curious people. We
want to know what’s cookin’. It may mean the beginning of
Armageddon—but even so, I for one will just keep right on
sawing wood as fisual. Milo R. Buchanan, Inglewood

1 agree with you and Frank Scully. Why on earth (hm) the
air force feels it necessary to keep the flying saucer a deep,
dark secret is beyond me. Personally, it would be wonderful
to say to my friends, “Yes, we are going to vacation on Planet
X, this year.” I'd love to see that before I'm too old, or too
dead. It’s time they (the air force) realize we want the latest
dope on everything and anything.

Mardella I. Genzel, Van Nuys

I have been and am thinking of the discs from the standpoint
of prophecy. In Luke, 21st chapter, verses 9 through 11 and
25 and 26, strange signs in the heavens are prophesied. 1 am
thinking along this lime—maybe the stars are peopled with
those who have passed through the “shadow of death” and gone
into a higher sense of intelligence and are now trying to get in
touch with those on this planet. The saucers have toe much
reality in them for people not to be awake ‘and find the reason.
Prophetically, A. C. Davidson, Compton

Two weeks ago we ﬂmvzia& a list 8. questions asked by
columnist Frank Scully of Variety who wanied to know the
air force’s motives in officially burying the flying disc affair.
One of the questions (probably the most incredible) asked:
“What happened to the body of a man, 3% feet tall, taken
dead from a flying saucer which had landed in New Mexzico,
and ezhibited in the Rosenwald Institute?”’

The Mirror checked the Institute in Chicago last week, got
this answer: “Yes, we have a 3% foot man here. But he’s
never been alive and he never came from New Mexico. He’s
made of plaster and was brought here from the World’s Fair
15 years ago as part of a medical exhibit.”

We have asked Mr. Scully, how about that?
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DENVER Septﬂ 21, k(]l") ,T'Wo .OF .. more\ ide
- unidenti-
fled objects: called rocket ships by hundreds of e\:/ll’é-
t.acrg Colorado last mght

‘,‘thez defml’cel)r were..not.
i not.meteorites.” A vet-.
awgwsﬂfpp@n rﬁngmermaAgp}lot isaid-they- weren ’t reg;-:., .

Mlar.walx planes.and Anetdike any jet ship T ever saw”

:#A. Gurney, pilot of a United Air Lines.

~H
a disconnected event.
"He reported that he saw a giant meteor break

he ‘answer-to the mystery or just a ringside seat to

~

‘.:irvltoy_fvour pieces. Then he added, one of those broke

-

omy‘ students andﬂ.Alr«Force men both said,

sthound over St., George, Utah, €ither had -

‘ into two smaller parts With a shower of sparks That
; wa}g at 10130 p.m. PDT:
" Reports of sighting two obj ects c m
parts of Western Colorado." : a e from o
s But it .'was 15 minutes later that W1tnesses along
the Eastern slope of the Rockies, 300. miles to the
East, saw their obJects These: reports traced a path
of obJects swinging down from Laramie,, Wyo.,
across Fort. Collins, Greeley, Denver, Colorado
Springs, Pueblo and Trinidad in Colgrado Ai_lwger
ports had_the obJect .moving horizontally—unlike
_meteors—and, most. ’cramed 0 ervexﬁ‘“ﬂace& ’chelr

\

The CAA contrpljower Ak Pugblo g§t1g;§

he,,lr

hted,.them... One _man on

Base .fower.. at..Denver.sig
trained . his, bmoculars on

duj,y, Cpk: C.vF Ingram,:

th%mm

Tirst T saw a cluster of lights. As they moved
closer, they became two lights, movmg horizontal
at about 3000 feet. They had an “ordinary flame
color Ihgywe—gemg-«%aq’eer-%han any.plane T ever

Speed of the .objects.were_so.. fast_that reports
along the 200-mile path.were.close to.simultaneous ™
—-"‘co’verlnhg_“a span_of no.more.than five mlnutes =

around 1045 p.m. PDToms
ort Collins pilot, Jerry Knopf, said he saw two

behind. He set

front, three small ones 200‘300 fee
their speed at around 500 mlles a,n

large objects in

ith a brilliant white: light’
da yellow light-in_ fr(mt
id the smaller, trails:
or doused the1

two pear-shaped objects, w
in front of at least one an
of the other. Some witnesses sal
ing objects merged. with the others,
lights.

The Pue
called” “mystery rockets
Mrs. Ted Berg of Denver sai
ing, hissing noise” which seeme
sparks.

blo tower said gparks fell from what ’1t
? to the ground. . Mr and: ;-

id they heard a “crack-
d to come from the- :
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DAILY NEWS,

By BILLY ROSE

The Saucer That Cheers
At the risk of being laughed out of court and counte-
nance, I'd like to report that I've seen flying saucers.

It happened on a clear and moon-
minus night two Summers ago in
Newtown, Conn., on the lawn of the
home belonging to Paul Osborne,
the playwright. Among my fellow
oglers were Paul and his wife, di-
rector Josh Logan and his missus,
and author John Hersey and his.
What’s more. none of us was in his
cups the night we watched the fly-
ing saucery. :

The show began about 10 P. M.
while we were sitting outdoors,
enjoying and shooting the breeze,
and the first thing we noticed
Wwere several searchlights some
miles: away poking their vellow
fingers into the sky. A few min-
utes later, three bits of celestial
chinaware skittered into view,
and from then until midnight
they skipped and Scampered
above our bewildered heads.

As nearly as I could judge, these
whatzises were at least 200 feet in
diameter and were flying at an al-
titude of from 3,000 to 5,000 feet.
Their edges gave off 2 ghostly
glow, very much like blye neon
tubing seen through a heavy fog.

When the searchlights finally cut
off and the discs got lost in the
stars, we put what was left of our
heads together and decided that
what we had witnessed must have
been some kind of hush-hush mili-

tary exercise. We also decided
that, if we didn’t want a butterfly
net slipped over our heads, it would

be smart to keep our lips zipped
about the whole thing.

How come, then, that with my
bare face hanging out in print, I'm
spilling the story now? Well until
recently the talk about the per-
snickety pancakes has been more
loose than lucid — according to
some writers, they were manned
by Martians two inches tall; ac-
cording to others, by Russians two
droshkies wide. -

Recently, however, documenta-
tion has begun to replace de-
lirium, and it’s becoming evident
that the overgrown manhole cov-
ers are not only real, but, despite
all denials, one of the top-secret
weapons of our own Navy and
Air Force. :

The most convincing testimony
was offered April 3 by Henry J.
Taylor on a General Motors broad-
cast over the ABC network. Taylor,
after trekking all arcund the coun-
try and talking to people who had
seen, touched and even flown these
credulity-cracking craft, made the
following flat and unfrivolous
statement about them:

One type of saucer is the “true”

lis unmanned and generally guided

dise, which ranges anywhere from
20 inches to 200 feet in diameter,

by some form of remote control.
The other is a jet-driven platter
which carries a crew. and is cap-
able of such supersonic speeds that
in flight is looks liks a hundred-
foot flaming cigar.-

Furthermore, according to Henry
J., a true disc was actually.photo-
graphed near Wildwood, N. J., an-
other was found in the vicinity of
Galveston, Tex., and stenciled on
its surface was the following:
MILITARY SECRET OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ANYONE DAMAGING OR RE-
VEALING  DESCRIPTION OR
WHEREABOUTS OF THIS MIS-
SILE IS SUBJECT TO PROSECU-
TION BY THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT. CALL COLLECT
AT ONCE. (Then a long distance
telephone number, and the ad-
dress of a U. 8. Air Base, and
finally the words on the “saucer”
in big, black letters: NON-
EXPLOSIVE.)

“I know what these so-called

—e et b bt

flying
Taylor concluded. “When the mili-
/| tary authorities are ready to re-
'l lease the information it will be a |
Jjoy to tell you the whole story, for |
it is good news—wonderful news.” |

saucers are used for,”<

Well, I don’t know what the
saucers are for, but on the basis
of this and other reports—plus
the evidence of my own bug-eyes
—I'm convicted they exist and,
praise the Lord and pass the
ammunition, are ours. Moscow
papers, please copy.

As you may remember, I wrote

a column last week about the
bureaucratic blabbermouths in our
nation’s capital who, at the drop of
a daiquiri, blurt out top military
seerets to anyone who will listen.
Well, I'm plenty happy to learn
that—at
weapon—there are some folks in
Washington who not only know
their beans but can keep from
spilling them.

least as regards one

(Copyright, 1950, by Billy Rose)
(Distributed by The Bell Syndicate, Ine.)
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Our Interplanetary Visitor Is NOT Nuts|

Sane? Sure! He
Tested Himself

By LEO M. SWAIM,
Staff Writer,
A man dropped in to tell us he
had just returned from Mars.

This is significant news, it never
having been recorded elsewhere,

that anyone had ever returned
from a visit to Mars. In fact,[
it has never been recorded that
anyone ever visited Mars.

But our visitor, who prayed de-
letion of his name lest his neigh-
bors think him moonstruck, ad-
mitted the report of his visit to
Mars sounded ridiculous. Never-
theless, he enjoined us against
doubtmg his sanity, He had, he
said, tested himself and found
hlmself perfectly sane. '

Our visitors inspection of Mars,
its cities and its people was ar-
ranged by the Martians, he said.
They came to him in a flying
Saucer and landed at a base, the

” location of which he is not at

liberty to disclose, he said.

“Everything,” our visitor said,
“is fine on Mars. The people are
healthy.  Their buildings, taller
than ours, are erected on a wind-
swept line. They travel in ve-
hicles propelled by light.”

Our visitor was particularly
chosen by the Martians, he said,
because the Martians are coming
to this world. And they don’t
want their coming to be too much

|of a shock to us. He was chosen,
he said, to break the news.

Throughout this discourse, our
visitor dropped hitherto unrecord-
ed historical events of the greatest
magnitude. These choice items he
let fall as if they were stale as
yesterday’s news.

“The Martians have been con-
quered by the people from Saturn,
you know,” he said.

As a matter of fac, we hadn’t

‘|he said, “but I am sane. I know

known a thing about the Saturn-
ian conquest of Mars. But we
were more surprised to learn, as
our visitor told us, that the Mar-
tians weren’t at’ all resentful” of
the conquest.

The Martians, our visitor insist,
ed, have no evil designs upon the
people of the world. There are
great disturbances brewing in the
universe, he said, and the Mar-

tians want to prepare us for the
blows' that are to come.

Our visitor would not disclose
how he was transported on his in-
spection trip to Mars. This would
not be cri¢ket, he explained, the
Martians having pledged him to
secrecy.

The man from Mars had many
more things to report, but he in-;
sisted that not too much be de-
vulged at one time lest his cred-
ibility be subjected to unfair test.

“It sounds ridiculous, I know,”

I am sane. I have tested myself.”
Our visitor would not disclose
his sanity test.

T e it o



Weatherman
Spots a Saucer
High Over lowa

By the United Press.

SIOUX CITY, Iowa, March 31.
—Fourteen Iowans today Jjoined
the swelling ranks of the I've-
seen-a-flying-saucer club.

Leo Jeske, employee of the U.S.
Weather Bureau, said he saw a
strange object yesterday and at
first thought it was a weather
balloon.

“Then I decided it wasn’t,” he
said.

At 10,000 Feet.

Mr. Jeske said the object re-
mained stationary at an altitude
of 10,000 to 12,000 feet for a while,
then flashed out of sight.

National Guardsmen at thel
Sioux City air base said they saw
a white, round ‘“something” ap-
parently following an airplane.

Leroy Wagner said “the disc
seemed to hover about 300 feet
above the plane,” but air base of-
ficials were unable to contact the
plane by radio to find out if the
pilot saw the object.

‘Shiny, Pencil-Shaped.

Other persons who saw “it”
described it as a ‘“shiny, pencil-
shaped” aircraft which swung
back and forth over Sioux City.

U.S. Air Force officials repeatly
have denied any knowledge of the
saucers.

.
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‘SAUCERS’ CALLED
REAL NAVY PLANES

Magazine Declares Evidence
Indicates Revolutionary Craft
Are of U. S. Development

WASHINGTON, April 3 (B)—
{United States News and World Re-
lport says there is competent evi-
.dence that flying saucers are real
aircraft of revolutionary design,
developed in the United States.
| The weekly news magazine for
April 7, out today, concludes that
the Navy is doing the development.

The Navy, asked about such re-
ports Friday, said it had built only
one machine of the general saucer
shape, a piston engine aircraft,
and it never flew. The Navy said
|it had never built a jet version.

Reporting what it calls the
"'real story” behind the welter of
reports about such flying ma-
chines, the magazine says- “engi-
neers competent to appraise re-
ports of reliable observers” have
reached these conclusions:

“Flying saucers, seen .by hun-
dreds of competent observers over
most parts of the United States,
are accepted as real. Evidence is
that they are aircraft of a revolu-
tionary type, a combination of heli-
‘| copter and fast jet plane.”

The magazine continued:

“An early, model of these saucers
was built by United States engi-
neers in 1942, achieved more than
100 successful test flights. That
project was taken over by the
INavy in wartime. Much more ad-
vanced models are now being built.

“Just where present saucers are
being built also is indicated by
evidence now available.”

The article says early models
were built by engineers of the

THE FLYING SAUCER

 This scale model, built in 1942, is shown mounted for wind tun-
nel tests at Langley, Va., laboratory of National Advisory Committee

for Aeronautics. Two piston engines furnish power.
t Assoclated Press Wirephoto

MAY LOOK LIKE THIS

National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics.

It credits the first United States
model to Charles H. Zimmerman
of the N.A.C.A,, reporting that the
machine was elliptical in shape
with two piston engines driving it
at a top speed between 400 and

500 miles an hour.

More impor-:

1
tant, the article goes on, it had a
landing: speed of about 35 miles an
hour and could rise almost verti-
cally.

The magazine notes that an Air
Force inquiry into saucer reports
was ca‘led off last December and
says this “indicates clearly that
top AiriForce officials know where

the saucers originate and are not
concerned about them.”

Called Top-Secret Inventions

Flying saucers reported hurtling
through the North American skies
actually are two types of top-
secret United States military in-
ventions, Henry J. Taylor, radio
commentator, said last night.

One type is the true flying sau-
cer, he said, a disk that whizzes
through space, halts suspended in
the air, soars to 30,000 feet and !
more, drops to 1,000 feet, and then|-
usually disintegrates in the air.|:
The saucers are harmless, pilotless|:
disks, ranging from twenty inches
to 250 feet in diameter, he said,
and they have been haunting the
skies for three years.

The other type, which some per-
sons have thought were saucers,
really are Flying Phantoms, the
XF-5-U jet-propelled aircraft, with
which the Navy acknowledges it is
experimenting at Patuxent, Md.,
Mr. Taylor said.

He described these planes as cir-
cular and wingless and capable of
flying at a fantastic speed.

Mr. Taylor said that two of the
missiles were found in Texas.
Printed in stencil “on the original
saucer found in Texas,” he added,
was the following transcription:

“Military secret of the United
States of America Army Air
Forces,” then a number and this:

“Anyone damaging or revealing
description or whereabouts of this
missile is subject to prosecution by
the United States Government.
Call collect at once.”

He declared that the inscription
also carried-a long distance tele-
phone number, the address of a
United States air base and in big,
black letters, “non-explosive.”

In Washington a Navy spokes-
man said “the Navy is not experi-
menting with or doing research on
any type of plane or guided missile
that resembles in any way a fly-
ing saucer.”

The Air Force also flatly denied
Mr. Taylor’s story.

Bl i i p———— —




Saucer-Weary Public Gets Needle Again--
Farmer Snaps One and Does It Look Reall

McMINNVILLE, Ore., June 10.
—(INS)—A “saucer-weary” pub-

lic got the needle again today as
interest picked up.in two pic-
tures taken by Paul Trent, Mec-
Minnville farmer, of a flying
' saucer that had indications of
authenticity.

Solid citizens of MecMinnville,
including the town banker, sturd-
ily backed the 34-year-old farmer
as ‘“a man of integrity,” hard-
working, sincere and not the type
to stage a hoax.

One of the shots revealed some
~ of the saucer’s detail
- Outlined against an - overcast
sky, the saucer appeared like an

inverted soup dish - thh a thin
rim and a domelike superstruc-
ture centered by a short straight
upright.

The other plcture taken from
a different angle, emphasized the
disc appearance and absence of
wings. )

Trent was interviewed at the
Alderbman berry and vegetable
farm near Dayton where he
drives a truck. He denied em-
phatically any suggestion of
fakery.

When asked why he had waited
so long—the pictures were taken
May 11—before telling anyone
about them, Trent admitted he

- e o,

was “kinda scared of it.”
He said:

“You know, you hear so
much about those things . . .
I didn’t believe all that talk
about flying saucers before,
but now I have an idea the
Army knows what they are.”
According to Trent, he was in
the kitchen when his wife sighted
the flying disc first about 7:30
p. m. She was in the back yard

FLYING SAUCER

Enlargement of object.
—Copyright by International

News Photos 1950.
and called to him. He immedi-
ately ran for his camera; dashed
outside and took the pictures.

He estimated the “thing” was
about 20 or 30 feet in diameter
and it “seemed both dark and
silver.”

Trent elaborated, “There
wasn’t any flame and it was
moving fairly slow. Then I
snapped the first picture. It
moved a little to the left and
I moved to the right to take
another picture.

“Then it seemed to pick up
speed suddenly and in no time

Sun., June 11,1950

%o Anpeles Examiner *

Sec. ], Part B

saw thing soaring over his farm and had only
% time to take twa pictures. Then “it vanished.

Trent denied emphatically suggestion of fake.
—Copyright by International News Photos 1950.

R o e

REAL THING‘)—Here it is folks, a

picture of a “flying saucer” sailing over the farm
of Paul Trent, McMinnville, Ore. Trent said he
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A'r Force Says - ‘Absolutely, No Saucers”

ithe weariness of a man who has/! persons who report their alleged
told a story too often. “And I've!observation of objects of non-

By BOB CONSIDINE

International News Service
Staff Correspondent
“T've seen a lot of flying sauc-
ers,” calmly remarked C6l1. Har-
old. E. Watson, the Air Force’s

foremost authority on the contro- ‘

versial subject.

“Plenty of them,” the mtelh-
gence chief of Wright Field’s Air

 Materiel.-Command went on, with

i ‘to'convince'the public,” -he said,
|

| flying saucers..

chased - -after ‘them

plane, the F-51.
too. ¢ ey
“And = every single saucer
furned out to be the sun shining
off the wing or body of a distant
DC+4, or a jet, or a weather bal-
loon, or it was a reflection off a
water-tank, or- something . else
that is ‘readily explainable. ‘
“I don’t know what it takes

Caught them,

mnot - without a mnote of - despair.
“But there are no such things as
They don’t ex1st

They just don’t exist!?.: =
We asked him how he account
ed for the increasing: number of

in the Air|astronomical
Force’s fastest propeller-driven “through the skies.

origin streaking
Col. Watson sighed.
“We are going through season-
al “hallucination,” -he explained.

“We’ve kept a careful check on

these ‘periods of mass illusion.
They Teach peaks shortly after
some unusual stir in the saucer
field.  The two articles that ap-
peared in True magazine caused
jumps on the graph. Henry J.
Taylor’s ~broadcast caused an-
other, -

“The most recent jump was the
result of Frank .Scully’s book,
‘Behind  the Flying Saucers,’
which ~made me ill after 15 pages.
The seriés you plan to write for
International News Service will
cause still another outbreak of

/| saucer -'stories — even though

you reverse the field and tell the
people the absolute - truth: that
it’s a lot of damned nonsense.”

Col. Watson stated with empha-
sis that at the end of nearly ev-
ery flying saucer report that can
be tracked down stands a crack-
pot, a religious crank, a publicity
hound, or a malicious practical
joker. Pranksters actually have
gone to the trouble of building
and then destroying bizarre gad-
gets which they at first swore
had landed
farms from outer space.

detor s Note
The U. S. Air Force is still 1nvest1gatmg reports of flying
saucers, despite an announcement that its effort to hunt dowu‘l
the mysterious objects were abandoned. What it has found ‘in
tracking down' thousands of tips, rumors and eyemtness accounts |
makes’ a fascinating modern- -age detective story. To find the true |
story of the flying saucers amid the welter of fanciful and hon-

est reports, including a. supposed visitation of little men: from
Venus, Bob Considine went first to the men who know the. story g
best—the Air Force operators of “PI'OJeCt Saucer.” Thls lS the

first of four articles.

".

Hundreds of other well-mean-
ing personé have become help-

‘less foils of the mass hysteria

induced by fears of aerial inva-
sion, the colonel said. They feel
it their duty to report whatever
oddity they see, or think they
see, in the sky.

“It keeps us busy,” Col. Wat-
son said, thumbing through the
thick dossier of flying saucer
memoranda which he had
brought ‘with him from Wright
Field for our meeting at the
Pentagon.

He repeated that the Air Force
is concealing nothing from the
public, despite a number of
charges levelled against it by au-

thors, 'and by periodicals hich

either believe naively in the ex-
istence of the saucers or feel that

the categorical Air Force denials

in their yards or|will have a bad effect on sales.

But with characteristic precau-

e

]

tioh he ‘'would not permit,.ﬁs to
examine the text of the dossier.
“It is marked ‘CONFIDEN-
TIAL, as you can see,” Col. Wat-
son said, and with a smiie he
added, “but that’s not-because we
have anything in this file that re-|
lates to alarming findings. '1hese*
are reports made to us by our:
O.S.I. (Oifice of Special Investis!
gation), the F.B.I, and Postoffice|
Department mspectors

“It would serve no purpose ‘to
reveal the names of thesel
agents.”

We reminded the colonel that'
he appeared to be in charge of a '
unit which the Air Force an-
nounced it was forntally discon-
tinuing last Dec. 27, after 375
flying saucer investigations had
proved fruitless. |

“We're still in business,” the |
colonel added.- “The Air Force |

“But we no longer chasé down
such tips ds this,” he said, open-
ing his sheaf of papers to a
scrawled letter and quoting some
of its many allusions to Biblical
prophecies.

“We look into only such re-
ports as appear to be outside the
spheres of regular reports we re-
ceive on the scheduled and un-
scheduled movements of commer-
cial and military aircraft, the
regular radar and astronomlcal .
reports we receive, ‘meéteorologic-
al balloon releases, rocket and

'guided missile tests,”and air tar-

gels dragged by mother planes.

“In this waywe're able to
weed all out about five {flying
saucer alarms --a day. These

. were lxkgly to track down to the

“poirit ‘wheré the hoax ‘or miscon- .
ception is: obVlous to the- agents.

Of course, we're always ready to
examine any ‘wreckage ‘reported
as the remna;n s of a. ﬂymg
saucer. i i
~_“But these have 411 been' fools’

errands. . Costly -errands, too,

that tie ﬁp the tlme ‘and. talent
ood men.” .-

Ofv%’e asked hlm to explam the

accounts of - mysterious flying

objects which have been report-

ed by responsible pilots for TWA,

(Turn to Page Twenty-five)

naturally will always’
lively interest in whatever is
reported in its sky. That’s our
job.

have a ' §
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~ Pilot's Death Still

INDEPENDENT:

In this, the third of his four-:
part series providing the most
authoritative available infor-
mation on “flying saucers,”
Bob Considine tells the strange
story of the Air Force pilot
who lost his life in pursuit of
one of these mysterious “ob-

jects.”
CHAPTER 3
By BOB CONSIDINE
(INS staff Correspondent)

One of the feeble straws usu-
ally reached for by the amateur
or professional true believer in
flying ~saucers is the strange
}ea,th ‘of Capt. Thomas F. Mantell,
o ‘

The true believers refuse to
accept the Air Force’s assay .of
the tragedy, which took place
near Fort Knox, Jan. 7, 1948,

Captain Mantell and two other
veterans of the air war in Europe
were flying F-51s to Louisville
early that afternoon when state
police notified Fort Knox that a
round object, estimated to be 250
feet in diameter, was:headed for
the sky over the vast gold re-
serve. . ;

Several observers at the near-
by Godman air base verified the
police report and officially noted
that the aerial object was giving
off a reddish glow. The air field’s
commander, on learning that
three F-51s were in the vicinity,
at good altitude, asked them to
take a look. :

During the next half hour Man-
tell sent several messages back
to the control tower. Whatever
it was, he reported, it was climb-
ing at what he estimated as 360
m.ph. It looked metallic, he said,
*and was “tremendous.”

The three F-51s climbed to 18,-
000 feet where, in broken clouds,
Mantell was lost sight of by the
other two. These two peeled off
and dropped "back to Godman
field, and explained they had giv-
en up because their craft were
not equipped with oxygen tanks.
Neither was Mantell’s.

The last word from Mantell to
the tower was that the “thing”
was still climbing as fast as his
F-51 and that if he could.not close
in on it by the time he ‘reac,;}ed“
20,000 feet, he’d give upw: %
“‘Mantell’s body and ‘the wreck-
‘age of his plane were founda
short time later near Fort Knox

. —the wreckage: strewn over an
“area of half a mile.” ™ eyt
~ To this day, no one knows ex-
actly why Mantell crashed. Don-
ald ' F. Keyhoe, formerly of the.
aeronautics branch' of the Com-~
.merce . Department, writing “in

True magazine, rejected varipus|.

Air Force theories about Man-
tell's.death and quoted “one: of
the pilot group” as saying:

“It looks like a cover-up to me.
I think Mantell did just what he
said” he would—close in- on the
thing. I think he either collided
with it, or more likely they
"knocked him out of the air. They

P

= ~

‘Sauce r

... Neither

L

would think - he was ‘trying to
bring them down, barging in like
that.” 3 <

Keyhoe did not further identify

“they,” nor, of course, has any-.

one else. :

The Air Force’s understandable
inability to put its finger exactly
on the cause of the F-51s crash
has since served only to cement
the conviction of flying 'saucer
disciples that Mantell will be re-
membered in the future as the
first American to die in such
combat. 3

At first the Air Force advanced
the theory that Mantell probably
was chasing a large, silvery me:
teorological balloon used in the
study of cosmic rays, and, in fol
lowing - it too long, reached a
height which produced unconsci-
ousness or death from lack of
oxygen. :

Later it was suggested that
Mantell might have been chasing
a rare day-time reflection of the
planet Venus, and eventually suf-
fered the same lack of air to
breathe. Finally, 15 months aft-
er the death, a spokesman for the

Air Force’s “Project Saucer,” said, |

“The mysterious object which
the flier chased to his death is
still unidentified.” :
Col. Harold E. Watson, saucer-
scare authority and A-2 for the
Air Force’s Air Materiel Com-
mand, told me Tecently that the
only plausible explanation about
the crash itself was that Mantell’s
plane went into a spin or power
dive with an unconscious or dead
man' at the controls. :
“Mr. Keyhoe wrote that in view
of the fact that the wreckage of
the F-51 was scattered over an
area of half a mile it obviously
had disintegrated in mid-air,”
Col. Watson recalled at our Pen-
tagon meeting. :
“A B-29 that disintegrated at
30,000 feet spread its wreckage
over a 20-mile area. If the F-51
had collided with something, or
been shot up, it would have
spread itself over a much- great-
er land area than half a mile.”
Watson nor anyone
else can give a complete answer

10 "much . other. testimony - pre-

sented to the  Air

‘servers..of flying saucers.®
/' The-Air Force therefore
had to close its books on:several
dozen cases, including the  dis-
closures- made by an Eastern Air-
line’s créw on July 24, 1948, ‘and

by a National Guard lieutenant

on 'Oct.;1,7. 1948, " =0
The Eastern crew reported at
2:45 .a.m. (an hour after a flam-
ing object was observed over Rob-
bins Field, Macon, Ga.)’ that a
big, wingless thing; glowing like
a magnesium flare, shot past its
DC-3 near Montgomery, Ala. Ac-
cording to the pilot, Clarence S.

[ Chiles, former ATC man, and co-
pilot John -B. Whitted, a B-29

pilot in the war, the fiery-tailed

d T ~ Force by al-
great: cross-section of alleged ob-

“h a{'sj and photographed by pranksters.

| Mariana had seen and filmed

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 7 g

Mystery

thing passed the airliner and shot
up out of sight into an overcast
at nearly 700 m.p.h.— . its
jet or prop wash rocking our
DC-3.” ‘One passenger partially
corroborated the pilot’s story.

" National Guard Lieut. George
F. Gorman described, the follow-
ing October, a ‘“dog-fight’” he had
waged one night over - Fargo,
N.D., with an indefinable “light”
which he estimated to be about
six or eight inches in diameter.

At the time, the Air Force
spoke of “hallucinations” or
“weather balloons,” or “flares,”
“fireballs,” “meteorites,” and the
like. It still does.

But its inability to explain
away decisively the testimony of
admittedly ~responsible airmen
has caused it to become the goat
or villain of many a saucer ad-
venture.

If finds itself accused of with-
holding from the public what
would be -the most momentous
news in history—the existence of
interplanetary flight. In his best-
selling book, “Behind the Flying
Saucers,” Frank Scully charges
that the Air Force has seized
several flying saucers that land-
ed in the U.S., and the charred
remains of 18 midgets from the
planet Venus. = .

‘In weary response, the Air
Torce asks for concrete evidence.
It says it will settle for any part.
of a saucer. Several organiza-
tions, including the Saturday Re-
view of Literature, have offered
huge sums to any saucer-believer
who can.prove the existence of
such craft.

To date, there
takers:: ~ - .

“If the Air Force had solved
the so-called saucer principle of
flight,” the well-decorated colonel
asked me, “don’t you imagine we

have been nc%

Tt turned out to be 15 feet of
black and white (not color, as
originally reported) made’ around
11:30 a.m. on the clear morning
of August 15. This is the story
the investigators derived from
Mgriana: )

He was standing in the grand-
stand of the Great Falls ballpark,
talking to Virginia Raunig, the
tc.m secretary, when he noticed
two fast-flying and brilliant spots
in “the deep blue Montana sky.”

He ran out of the stands, gain-
ed the street, unlocked his car, |
took ‘out his camera, ran back
into the stands, adjusted it, and
shot the 15 feet. According to
the investigators’ report, he esti-
mated that this took him 20 sec-
onds.

The enlarged film showed two
bright dots which advance to-
ward (and over) a water tower
in the foreground.

“Mr. Mariana had to shoot into
the sun, youwll notice,” Col. Wat-
son pointed out. “The spots are
sun -reflections of the water
tower.” ;

«But he swears he saw two
bright objects going through the

air at about 350 miles an hour,
pefore he ran for his camera,” I
reminded him. )

«He did,” the colonel said, turn-
ing over another page in his file.

Thén he read a report from the
operations officers- of the Great
Falls airbase. Two F-84’s (Air
Torce jets with a top speed of
600 m.p.h.) had landed at the
| nearby airport at 11:3 a.m.

(Tomorrow: The Sa ucer
Pranksters.)

would have used the system in
Korea?”

Watson’s group, which insti-
gates investigations of all saucer
reports not instantly spotted as
.coming from misguided persons
or obvious cranks, -has made a
‘close ' study of all photographs
.purporting to,haye been’ taken
‘of>silehrer ‘.;,}@ o T R
Some - have s turned ‘out to be |
trash-can lids twirled into the sky

Others are curious cloud ' or
smoke ~formations. Some are
weather balloans, others aircraft
‘reflecting the sun.
" During our ‘talk at the Penta-
gon, Col. Watson took a sequence
of three photographs from his
confidential saucer-inquiry file
and let me examine them. They
were enlargements from a bit of
16 millimeter “movie  film on
which the manager of the Great
Falls, Mont., - baseball club was
‘said to have recorded the flight
of two saucers. :
Shortly after it was revealed
by the Great Falls Leader, local
newspaper, that manager Nick

saucers in action, the Air Force’s
Office of Special Investigation
rushed agents to Montana for
Mariana’s story and film.




THERE ARE SAUCERS;

SCIENTIST

SCITUATE, Miuss., Feb. 25 (&)
A foumer Air Force scientist
today brushed aside the idea
that flying saucers are just bal-
loons and urged a full investiga-
tion of what he said may be ex-
beriments by “a potential en-
emy of the United States.”

Dr. Anthony O: Mirarchi, who
was employed by the Air Force
as an air chemist in its geophys-
ical laboratory, took issue with
a recent magazine article writ-
ten by Dr.-Urner Liddel, Navy
stientist. Liddel said what peo-
ple have been seeing are plastic
balloons sent into the upper air
for radiation research,

"Mirarchi said that if flying
Saucers are experimental mis-
siles launched by foreign hands
they could “lead to a worse

INSISTS

sense of security,” he said in an
interview. i

He said that as.an assistant
chief of a branch of the Geo-
physical Research Organization,
he conducted an investigation
and recommended a “consider-

nomena.

At Washington, an Air Force
spokesman who was asked about
Mirarchi’s contentions had this
to say: ‘ , ’

“In over 500 investigations we
have made so far we have yet
to find one concrete bit of evi-
dence to back up these reports
of flying saucers.”

However, the spokesman said,
the Air Force has not termi-
nated the long study of flying-
saucer rumors. It is still to be

able appropriation” to press a'
study of the mysterious- phe-

Pear] Harbor than we ever ex-|
berienced.” [
“The Navy report is errone-|teriel Command Center at Day-,
ous—it lulls people into a false

SAUCERS

Cbntinued from First Page

toy, with Col. Harold E. Wat-
son directing the studies.

Dr. Mirarchi said that after
studying extensive files of the
Office of Strategic Information
covering hundreds of eyewit-
ness reports of flying saucers
-or “fireballs,” he concluded the
‘observations were consistent
with “a missile programmed in
advance.”
~ In other words, the objects
had “maneuvered motion,” as
though guided by some mecha-
nism. He said the descriptions
of vertical and horizontal mo-
tions did not indicate any nat-
ural phenomenon like a meteor
or the erratic motion of drifting
balloons.
© He remarked that a number
of “the fireball observations
came from a certain region of
New Mexico which is critical to
the national interest.” In that
region is the Los Alamos atomic
_installation,

Dr. Mirarchi, a native of Sha-
Mmokin, Pa., took his doctor’s de-
gree in chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Rome. He left his gov-
ernment position to enter busi-
-ness for himself and now lives
in Scituate.

jcarried on at the USAF Air Ma-

Turn to Page 2, Column 1

SAYS PEOPLE LULLED—Dr. Anthony O. Mirarchi, former Air Force sc
blackboard drawing at Scituate (Mass.) home to explain theory ‘that so-c
saucers have “maneuvered motion’’ and represent more than mere researci
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Scnbe Debqtes Wn‘h Scully on Saucer Book

(Bob Considine, noted Interna-
tional News Service writer, wrote
a series of four articles on the

. improbability of flying saucers.
“In these articles, which were
vearried in The Independent,-he

criticised the book, “Behind the
Flying Saucers,’_’ written by

Frank Scully, and declares the'

findings of the:author are not
‘based on fact. “The following
story reviews a telephone debate
between Considine and -Scully on
the existence of flying saucers.)

CHICAGO (INS) — Bob Con-
sidine, International News Serv-
ice wrlter in a long distance tele-
phone debate with author Frank

Scully charged yesterday that’

the latter‘s best selling book,

“Behmd the Flying Saucers 2 s
not based on fact.

Considine, in Chlcago to at-
tend the flfth annual -convention
of -the National Association of
Radio: News D1reetors,~ chal-
lenged the author in Lo§ Angeles
to produce proof of the ex1stence
of flying saucers. &

The Iong distance ‘debate was

arranged after Considine wrote-

a series ‘of four articles attack-
ing Scully’s’ book. Scully has
made the claim that the flying
saucers are real and have been
seen by reputable persons. He
adds that the Air Force is now
1nvest1gat1ng these reports.
The " telephone conversation,
tape-recorded to be broadcast at
a later date, was heard by at-

tending rad10 news directors who °

listened, to.a loud speaker hooked
up in another room,

Considine opened the conver-
sation - by - asking' rif *Scully

thought the Air Force is “cover-
in~ up” since it has several times .

announced that investigation of

| flying saucers reports have been

discontinued.

:Scully denied that investiga-
tions ever were discontinued and
said- the  Air Force is using Con-
sidine as a ‘“stooge” to quash in-
formation it prefers to remaln
secret.

Considine then cha]lenged the
author to produce a doctor “G”
who, Scully claims, -saw the
wreckage ' ‘'of a "flying saucer
that crashed in New Mexico. Doc-
tor “G” allegedly examined the
teeth of little people whose bodies
Scully said were found in the
saucer.

Scully explained that a lawyer,
doctor or pmest cannot disclose
information given to him in con-
fidence and so he could not iden-
tify’ the doctor.

“I am duty bound not to be-
tray a confidence,” he said.

Then Considine questioned
Scully.:

Q. Have you ever seen a fly-
ing saucer? =

- A. No, ‘but 150,000,000 people
can’t be wrong.

Q. How is it that none have
been produced?

A. Why is it that the Air
Force has bottled up all informa-
tion on the matter?

Q. If the Air Force had a fly-
ing saucer why wasn't it used in
the Korean war or the last war?

A. They destroyed the secret
by tearmg apart the one. that
crashed in: New Mexico. The
secret’ is. Zone’ untu another is
grounded.

Q. Do. you thmk 1t was. too’
}preposterous for -the-"Air 'Force’

to get in touch with you"

A. They didn’t think it was
too preposterous to get in touch
with you.

Considine pointed out that the
Air Force in its requests for ap-
propriations never asked .for ad-
ditional funds for. protection
agalnst attacks from outer space.
“Why is it he asked, “that fly-
ing saucers. were not brought
up?” Scully replied:

“That’s right. It would never
occur to the Air Force that the

saticers are not a menace. The
Air Force has been sending mis-
siles up into ‘the territory of the
flying .saucer people and they
are commg down to find  out
about it.

 “The Air Force attitude has al
ways been ‘shoot them down and
then ask what they are domg
around here.””
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