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P.0. BOX 339 MILL VALLEY CALIF.
Jan. 30, 1953

Dear Frank Scully:

You will be
University Press will publish
Donald H. Menzel, professor

that Harvard
G SAUCERS by

I happened your book for a string of
papers up here and caught you a few times on the Hawthorne show.
All good stuff. I have never met you, but we likely have a mutual
friend in Abel Green with whom I used to pal around in the '20s.

Good luck in your work and more power to youl

Cordially yours,
_ t '

)

rwin

Sterling S@»



April 10 1952

Dear lMenzel:

Tz stusk, I don't know whethor te go ahead and
beat your brains bach into your speclalty or to pull up for

‘a moment to cive vou a chance to square yourself and possibly

gettle for a TED,

Ceonsldering that you showed nc sagh gal}antry before
slugping me In your rartlcoular version of The Charge of the
iight Brigade, thls mey be an Indlcatlon that Laving aeen !Gil'a
version of Iv:.rﬁncel(in “echnieolor yot)soue c¢f it has rubbed off
on M. )

Mirast hew can you dare say what 1 left out of
Behind the Flylng Saucers without (a) asking me point blank
or (b) having eccess te my notes, orglnal menuseript or
correscndence! 1 ak at tho moment trylug to gel Broman 1lnto
a2 neutral corner and rake him ccenfess why drove him int. cooking
un this canard,

31 inferuat on 1 Lave on the subject indicates
thot t e cnly conditlion laid down ;revicus to the lectwre of
Mapeh O 1970 were lald down by Newton and they weren't conditions
really, strrly an exrlanatlon as to why lie wanted no publ ielty
on the talk, ie Imew i was working on Behind The Flying Scueors
and dtdn't want tec give any wilde release to the material bofore
Holt was ready to release it in beok forme “hat doesn't add up
to a mystory excent rossibly among sub fresimen iu the [leld of
public relations,

Tronan weites that the flrst sentence of the
five conditlons :ere advanced to lewton, whercas ycu plle all
vou wrots on thelr backs. Newbon sajs the conditions are a lot
of hogz wash and 1t 1s a fuet that Droman never wrote to ne or
my publishers drswing attertion to what he now claims wasz an
error of conission,

I afrald we will have te go Yack to firat base
o, & et ef tiis 8¢ that no one will be hit un tenticnally. shat
I sould like tc koow fPofi you 1s this: Did you personally write
every word of Fl;ing Stldcera? Ur d1d you farm out part of the
projest wong ei.dents, ilnsbructors, family end friendd?, and
then do & @ the henor of lending your by-line tc the opus? I




ask Decause Lliore ls so mmech that 1s siipsuod, d*sta\rted and
even bdad rewPiting that I don't want to charge you with what
was —oally werk of cthers. . Jor instance , where doc I say
that saucors "erashed” 1n New jiexico: I van't £ind that I
over wrote that they crashed af all, Yet you attribute this
to me six or olght t.’u"oa. This ie preity slonpy reporting,
leaving oub os,th'ol, the lssues of rosea eh and soholarshtp,
90 you san Wolil undergtand why I am reluctant to attribute
£ be Yiue iwwever, if you say you wrote it all I'll have to

use a wiflereut ,ardstick wuen lanning your derriers,

ol doa't you kpow by now that whatever newspapers
rrint that !s live ous camict be irestated vy you witioub
lv'uvt,i: you ‘nbto any subsequent libel aclion? sueh stuff
is not p"ivz.leg,ed and as ope author to another mr advice is
that you disavow any raliclous intention in repeating the
11bels of Cabm, Fleder, et al. I bave 8 copy of the corplaint
witinately filed asd 1f lsn't whab the Us and the nevepepers
first published at all, In fact 1t i3 s weak by now that the
Pederal Gracd Jury heeved the whole thing out after gquestione-
ing Fleder for two days and the thing vay well go tho swie
way en tue leccl level befcre it comes to trial, In any case
it is betiter tc lay off wille things llke this are before the
scurts, :

. If you had had the ¢oz'e not to stress the
cour Lo 'to have clesked witi m with me before orox;w
Browman?s wild pitehes as strikecuts you'd be In a wmuch bett
2e3iton than you are nove

I an practising what I am preaching end am thorefore
ziving jou o chance to knogloane out of the ring after we've
touched sloves as a. apclosy for rablit-puening a worthy

iRty ‘
r

PLARK SGULLY



HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

May 5, 1953

Mr, Prank Scully
2071 Grace Avenue
Hollvwood,
. California

Dear Mr. Scully:

In reply vo vour levver of 18 April I can make vhe

following brief commenvs. Firsv, I want to assure vou thav vhe texs

of "Flving Saucers' is my own work. My wife helped me on some of tvhe
research and my daughver assisted me in vhe drafting on Chapvers XI and
XIII., Many people provided informatvion, including Vice Chancellor A. C.
Nelson and ¥. Broman of the Universivy of Denver. Naturally, the edivor
of the Harvard Universisv Press, Mr., J. D. Elder, made many valuable
suggestions., However, the book is envirelv mv owne.

I assure vou that there was no malice in any of my
statements, I have tried merely to present the facus. Since I was
not there, I have relied chieflwv on inverviews wivh people who were
there and various published newspaper accounts for basic informavion,

I cannov find a single place in nv vext where I have
said that vou said that flving saucers had Y"crashed."

Verr oruly yvours,

Donald H, lenzel
Acting Direcvor

DHM/m



