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Incident Ko. 15, «= 2 August 194s, 1945 Hours, Coluntus, Ohio

: An attorneyand hia wife observed an object moving south over the

er center of Columbus at 1500-2000 ft altitude. During the tan to
fifteen alnutes the ob jeot remained in sight, it changed shape fron

. that of a parellozram to a circle and back arain, direction of travel

remained constant. Onse it seemed to hesitate and a thin trail of

smoke appeared from the rear. The smoke disappeared soon. Ths oute

line of the object was dark gray or black, but the certer seemed to be

transparent. Object was judsed to be 20 to 50 feot in diameter.

ANC Opinion; There is no reason to believe other than that this

ob jeck was a reseurch balloon, of which there are mary types, and that

the “trail of smoke" appeared so from a momentary jlimpse of trailing

apparati.

iW ith



ran | UNCLASSIFIED

Inoident #ib4, lode -- Columous, Ynio «= 2 au-ust 1948

Mnis incident is in two respects unique anon:

investisared: 1) 16 is the only object that is detined solely oy

An outlins, appearing; vacant insides, so that the sxy was visible

See Magee ig, Peter so 2 awk4

ject that this investleGofouch Jt; and 2) 4¢ is siniler to an ob

sator viewed as & Dboye

The writer's resollection has remmiaed vivid throuchout

5 tnase many yearse The ovject ne saw could bast be descrived as a

F flontin:.; ellipse, liko a wires hoop travollin.. slowly across the

Sif Th moti n was uniforr g a ire i t ie ciel: —SI190CTC ranvodSe 4no motion was uniform, an 2n6 1orm of GHOS OBjecvw Chane
x"

4 
.

: slowly, as thousit tho hoop wera vein: distorted. The oviect wasv 2 os i uv

obsorvedc tor at least ten minutes, with sovaral witnesses, until it

‘ .

finally disapveared in the distanco. ‘the writer had disiiissed tre

4

objest as sone Sort of unusual atmospheric phenononon, perhaps @
~

>
‘ travallin.; air pocket.

Decauss of tne similarity oetween tuis ouservation and

4
.

taat re,orted in incident 7-104, the latter has a special interest

to this investi-:ator. 4n tne recent incident, however, tne tail

. ra)

of smoke is. an addad featurs.

nm -
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x HEADQUARTERS
AIR MATERIEL COMLAND

Wright-Patterson Air Force Ease

Dayton, Ohio ,

vO LAX0-3/aN8/ra
Jan 5 19k9

) MCTAXO

SUBJECT; Projeot "SIGN*

TO. “Chief, Air Veather Service,

Andrews Air Forces Basa,

Washington 25, D. C.

ATTN: DSS

1. Projeot "SIGN" is responsible for the colleotion, invazti-
e pation and interpretation of data relative to sighting of unidentified

flyirg objacts, Attached Insident Susmarisa 1 thru 172 Prom the filss

of Projoot "SIGN are forwarded for study and reoommendations as to

whistof the inoidenta may be eliminated as balloons released on routings

wynoptio ascents by thea Air Veather Sorviose, the Navy Asrologiocal

tervica or the United States Weather Bureau. The summarises attached

may be retained in your headquarters for working and referenos purposes,¢

2, The Air Yoeather Service is ths only asenov of its types that

: has been asked to assist in the acoomplishmant of Project “SIGK* excapt
| . that the UnitedStates Weather Bureau has provided information on ball

lightning. Resaarch projects in which balloons are used and which are

gonduatedor aponsored by the Arny, Havy or United States Air Foros are

sheoked by the Intbelligsnoe Department of this Command, These sheoks
arasusnally mada direst from the Projeot "SIGN" Office, UNCIAXO-3. These

gheasks are diatinot from tha chesk of synoptic balloon flights made by
weather servics stations of the ‘Air Force, the Navy and the Department

of Commerce, (0. S.. Heather Bureau) requested of Air Heather Services.

Pa 
e
e
 

we
e 

-

3, It 1s the opinion of ‘this offices. that the below listed inoi-
denta are those having the greatest possibility of being balloons, This

List doss nos alimimte the posaibility that many of the remaining

{naidenta ars balloons, ; %

i a 8 is .
M 25 52 92 115 156

i 23 72 94 126 157

16 42 ST 107 ,8,9 151 167

22 33 S9 112(See122) LS), 169



Fq AMC, Chief, Air Weather Servios, Washington 25, D. CG.

Bubjs Projoot "S1Gy"

lh. The form used in interrogating witnesses to sightings is

dnolosed as a matter of interest. Comment aa to possible improvement

of the "Essential Elements of Information” in regard to routine

eynoptic balloon flights ia invited,

5. Ib is requested that correspondence be forwarded to the
Commanding General, Headquarters, Air Materiel Command, attention

FOR THE COMMANDING GENSRALSs

/af Ws R. Clingernan, Gol, USAF

2 {nolay : for it, &. MoCOLr

Summaries 1-172 inol Colonel, UQar

"Ee" : Chief, Intelligence Dept - ‘

Coplea furnished,

AFOTR, Hq. USAF | ;

Capt Trakowski, Geophystos Lab

Major Kodis, MCHEEP

Solow) Heal, SOLAS

% (39 <i



a ~ ‘; * ear - SL dente deenEe oeonl me + r r
CHECK#LIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS4 savahatasaia AL Aided LIU

WAQVA t. 4° CatInsidornt # L544
+ ti1, Date 2 Ang Ls ; Sea REE

» Time 4945 hours

Je Location Qolumbus, Ohio

li. Namo of observor Ieee.

5. Occupation of obsorvor A$ torney .

6, Address of obsorvor ae.

7. Placo of observetion Yard of EEE vs. , wOolmous, Onis

&, Numbor of objocts i

Je Distance of objeact from obsorver hij

om

O. Timo in sight 1@15 mimtes

ll, Altitude 1,500 te 2000 rt

lZs Syncod 15 iW}

13. Direction of flight “ving souta from the north

lh. Tactics Sonstant slow speed ~- Once it hesitated © thin trail of

stoke iawued from oprosite direction of travel. vounged vosition assuming
16 Sound None ifferent shapes~~, + ww 4

16, Size Judged te be abent 20 to 70 ft in diameter

17. Color 8/3, Perimeter: constant grey-vlack, ‘Center: transparent.

18. Shapo Changing. First: side-view: Parallelogram. Second: sixeizar

then reverted to original forn

lS. Cdor dotectad N/3

OE ge ‘\ de , ‘ ain
Ue Apparsnt construction afd

Ae Exhaust trails thin trail of arnoke

te Effoct. on clouds O Ti9oucs

>t Cie nb al — =) a mhe beats ofie Skotches or photozraphs + Sxetenes

r a ¢ -y +e ‘c mM e aie AS soa A RA, 4Frise: YP MOMMY: OF Gisea eels) ATanss aay |

<P eae 4



Unc #e & et eemrocs 194 & TOOK. OCjeC. WOLGL @roeere. BO vt AL

30 ft in Ciemeter wes observed moving in southeriy Cirection fro:

north over cenier of Golumtus. Had constant grevebiac!: perimeter wok
traneparen) center. the biue skr could be observe’. through thi? erevat. aC)
perimeter while it moved st « constant, siow speed of about 15 Pb: it
maie no noise of envy kind. Onee 4t besttated in ate mOVeTEMtS | 6 wit
trail ef emoke issued from the opposite dirsction cf trevel. Tne eno:
Boor disazpenrec anc war not seen eeain during the 1C to 15 mimuves obec
wee Visible to the observer. Tne object cnanged pom - bat noi cirection
of travel- thrve times. When first seen, it evidently presented « rice
view which war 2 parsilelogmam in shane. (See). Slowly ite position citered
and it became cirenler in form, only to revert efter « tive to ite origins:
form. Tne sltituse wes judged to be some 1500 to 2OlO ft above grvunc.

Agent's kote: Wiggles crew the following sketches

Fourth Taird become. Fire%

Yue ebove cravings constitute four positions cf one phase. ed

object passed thra three of these phases during the 15 mimic
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(ECKeLIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING

2 . . ;
Date 2 Aug 48 Incident 4 /

Time 7350 DP, Ae

Columbus, Ohio

of obseryoy CpMUUMmMy A. 5., 4. 4,

Occupation of obgorvor RRR }) © UGE wr ee

Addross of obsc rv: x aaa Columbus, Uhio

Columtus, Ohio

Location

wT +
ame

Placo of obsorvetion

1Numbor of
nar

objocts

Distance of objoct from obsorvor

L5 aimites

NT Bis
4

ChC 1/2 mile bis

glow and regniar speed
Speod

Diroctioges flipht re © am on

Oblong to circular to oblong chan-e in shapeKoad awh

‘one
Soumad

w
a

r
e
:

N
I J

of small plane

Color: W/3
Changing Dut circular for the rost part

Shape

wie

sef of

Apparent construction

teil of amcke
eee B 4 4

Bxhaust trails

ans ae Umienally fovornbla for observation. Light sufficient
“ft ehodlt “AitertsPence from sun's rays.

“Loadless
— _— ~ +t -

sad J

*

Ong
Jkoteches or vho ryenanhe

NS > Yi i v 4 i Vs i)

xe fon
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On 2 dug MG, at 7:50 P. RK. Keo, AIR ovsETVed em Unis) |
Gbiect in the sky. Ber attention wee directec toward if bec:

some meighberiood children were pairing toward the morth, 6:
eélieé he bmebenc, 6 (ame 154) to whtmess ©
phenomencu. The sky woe cloudiese and the iignt more tha:

sufficient, without interference from the rays of toe sum which

were hidden by the tbniidinescf the city.

Object first aqveered oblong in suape end was traveling fro:

morth te south at e slow, reguler speeds MENTREDORMIEEE AE
SESRHERE at & height of « haif mile. sale etien,”. Atte under
ovservation the object traveled epprex 7-1/2 miles. Al thou”
it did not chance its course, it presented different appearances

from time to time. Froz oblong to ciremular then to oblonz:,

Object went thru this change three different times until potas

lost sight of it. However, for the most part it presented # cir

cular apve-rance. Gutline very dark in contrast with the ‘rems~
parence cf the gag zi $5

momenter. Ye obavrrer noticed & te. of Bmoke emanating fro the
rear, after which the object contimed in a southerly direction,

This tail of snoke wae observed but ones. The give anyperred to be

that of a emill plane, 4 made no sount altin at one time observer
thougnt she detected ons. At anprox 6:00 PF. kh. observer dost sight

ef the object just es it appesred to be chamgine direction from

South to Southwest.



16 aAuguat 1946

SYRIZCT: Sighting of YUneonventional Aireraft

THRU: AG of G, Ger

Headquarters Second amy

Fort “eorse G,. weade, ~aryland

TOs Director of Intelliveance

General staff

Department of toe «aray4 oa

Nashington 25, J. Cs.

dy ili ig made to letter your he oor et a Tile CSG

$52.1, subject: Unconventional sircrait, dated <5 -arch 1948, and to

your G ae | ‘amber A\LZL?,

2, In compliance witha oar ager:apn 2, abcv2 nemticned lett
inclosed herewith are CIC Agent reverts concerning thea sizobing of

Unsenventional Aircraft,

ae 8 OOP OF 4 vtashed report nas been furnished Lhe Cc imanding

“eneral, air saterial Command, ‘right-ratterson 475, Jsyton, Cnio,

i inel DiITGHE 2. BOYD

“ot re Mr & ure Saunders Captain, lifantry

District intelligence tfficer

abe yg eee AT 8 YRAR INTOPVA

“DOD 2 LU Bewuale

a, at ‘.Cua ej

*
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P1 RANE a is

ik en oe AGENT REPORT ae eae ae

|

SS |

.ME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT | 2, DATE SUBMITTED

?

LG August 1943

SIGHTING CP UNCONVENTICNAL AIRCRAPT 3. CONTROLSYMBOLOR FILE NO, BanCh eee
51919» §

a eere see erreee +

i 4. REPORT OF FINDINGS |

Cn lL August 1743, Sweters, aticrney, Qs¢*
Coluntaa, Chilo, was interviewed and stated in sucstance:

August i948, at approximately 1945 hours, ay 3 vive called to me

to comeoon inte the yard —— Wolumbus, “hio, in order
X

So observe & atranze sight in the The atmosphere was clear, visibility

mcellent and the heavens were ofl cloud or haze. I saw a single object,
round cr shape, which sppeared te be about twenty to thirty feet in di i

aod moving in a southerly direction from the Horta, over the center of

city pe GOolumbus. The object cad a constant grerolack perimeter nr ile. the
center was transparent. The bliuze sky could be cbhserved threuch the trey

black outline of the object, while it moved at a constant and siow speed.

tinea, 1 observed the object to hesitate in its movement, and a thin trail

of smoke issue from opposite direction of travel. The snake mon disarreared,
and I Ald not observe it again during the tan or firtteen minutesI followed

1% with my aye, in ita movement, the cbject changed positions, Sutnot th

Airection of travel three times. Upon first seeing to odject, evidently
a ida view was presented, which was a paralleloeram in shape. Jlowly its

position altered and it became circular in form, only to revert, after s

tine, to its orsiginal form. The cotectmay have traveled five or six

miles wntil I lost sight of it. i cannot estimate the heiznt at whien the
-~ «

Shes Lraveled; cowever, I judze it te nave Deen bsstmeen fliteen hundred

snd two thousand faet above the ground. The co ject anpveared to ce traveling

about ti?teen miles an hour and sade no noise of any ‘ind, fhe evening was
still and the neishcorhced was cquist whilethe cbiect was under: cheerration,

(Be?|

Agent's ‘ote: Gaim crew the following sxetches:
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i [°@ 3bove drawings constitate four positions of one phase, The i

‘ ect, passed tarouzh three of these phases during the fifteen minu i
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1, NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT
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_ ew eresEe ey

AGENT REPORT

I eR OA CY EO ME OER HUE Te cet.

aee

j 2. DATE SUBMITTED

aaa 16 . \UTUS t i B18 PENT oe

SIGHTING CP UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT 3. CONTROLSYMBOL OR FILE NO,

A=1917

SII ok eee i ee eeu ate gs eg ee ery a Peay MEINnt ed

) Cn IC August 1948, SapnaA.D. U.A., housewifom,

CUA,.. Goluccbus, Chio, was interviewed and stated in substance:

Ca 2 august 1743, at 7:50 rey i observed an unusual object in the

sky. Oy attenticn was directed toward it secause the children in thewe

neighborheed had stopped playing and were looking toward the ‘erth. I

called to ny D1 3band _jnalinalllaabiea mai 3, iomediately who came out of the
Apartment to look, The weather was unusually favorabla for observation.

The sky Waa couldless, and “y Light was more than sufficient without

interference from the rays of the sun which were hidden oy the buildings

of the City. I cbserved one oo ject which 3% first was oblong }

traveling from Sorta to South at a slow and dy pnaged speed, i observed

this object at least Pifteen minutes ve ast which time ittraveie

aporoxiaately seven miles at a heightof a half nile. Although its

direction of travel did mt SNADZB y the "object presented different
appearances Prom tine to time, rom oblong to cireniar, then “ oblongHione,

fhe obiaet wen% through this change three different times until © lost

sight of 1%. However, the object for the mcst part, cremated & circular
appearance, Tr@ outline of we obiect was very dark in contrast with the

transparency of tha center, Coly at the time I observedthe cireular

shapes wae I aware of the canter ceing a void, The object seamed to

hesitate momentarily soon after I first ncticed 15. From ita rear, T

gaa a tail of eacke, and the ob ject continued in a southerly ¢jireeticon,.
I observed this tail of smoke bnt once, ‘Taking into censideration thse

heignt and distance of the ooiect from where [ stood, 1 muld estimate

thea ocoject to be as larws as a small airplane. it made no sound, aithcurh

at one time I thought I detected one; however, I dismissed it from my mind
as a part of traffic in anther part cf the city, ib approximately 2:00

Sem. I lost sight of the object just as it apreared to be changing

direetion from Souta bo Southwest. f3.2)

47 Tr rT TAY'’T ¥

iF MSZANIZATION OF SPECIAAL AGENT 3 BNATURE OF SPECIAL

Kil. 4,.2aMDRBRSC 4
‘9th CIC Detachment | /Staned/ Teorze 4, Jenderson
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT.

BACILENT INDEA

1. Astrononioal

@ Eigh probability:

w26, 27, 30, $1, $2, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94,
96, 9G, 37, VG, Ol, WWE, WE, 164, 116, 119, 162, 196, 140,

147, 240, 166, 174, 104, 166, 167, 197, 203, 204, 206, 216,

212, 238.

be Fair or low probability:

Fis, Cig Big G4, 26, Sb, BG, 46, G0, 6S, C7, B, 82, 93, 1d,

Lin, bang RL, 129, 199, 166, 165, 166, 166, 167, 175, 192,

199, 262, 206, 220, 230, 240.

26 VYon-astrononioal tut sugsestive of other explanations

a, Balloons or ordinary airaratt:

OGG tha Bee Shy O25 Gey Oh, TS, Gi, B35, 91, 98, 116, Ti4, iid,

ings ity Lees 41, 146, 166, 166, 197, 159, 160, 16i, 165,

SBWy athe Bie 410, 2G0y ttey 108, 190, 194, 195, 196, i96,.

B00, £01, 205, 210, 217, 222, 265, 237, 2359.

b. Kkookets, flares or falling bodies:

a. 4. 4. Y. @, ©, 1h. Th, th, 15, M8, 26, 86, 65, 76, 106, 107,

106, 109, 183, 176, 211, Fie.

a» Wiscsaellaneous (reflections, auroral strearnurs, birds, eto.)3

#39, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 161, 189, 214, 221, 231, 234.

3S» Hon-astronomical, with no explanation evident

a, hack of evidence precludes explanation:

goo, $4, SO, 47, 565, S57, 72, 86, 87, 38, 90, 99, 110, 117, 116,

cee, det, C87, 150, 360, 160; 277, 179, 191, 204, 212, 21%,

229, 232, 233.

b. Byvidence offered sugzests no explanation:

4. 2, \ 85. 37. @ . 56. : Oe. be, 68. Fi,

TOs Thy Fie Tea Pee FOR, 141, Aee, 186, 151, 182, 754) 162.

AG. 378, 276, 160, 106, 195, 207, 215, 223, 224, 225, 226,

G2¥, BSG, B4l, 242, S48, Bad, 134.


