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6 May 19u8
Time

0505 GOP

Location

19% 08" X

'uv e B o f'-ilf"'l-"ﬁl - . e .F-I' i ¥
10 4 L T‘r J ;: J ik ,] LY\T t.] :lt}

~ 164° 05 B Detween Xwajalein Island, ilarshall

I1slandy wnd Hickem Fleld.,

Hame of
Occupation of obsorve
address of observor

Placo of ohsaervetion

Numbor of obijoets

Distance of objoek from

3/3

Diroction of flight

exploded
N/S

Tactics

-
-

S ourd
Sizo q/s
wnite
Shapo ball
Odor dotoctod N/S

spparont construction

F-“—.,-‘ s ? : ® H
Lrhaust troails 4008
5 el 8L mani

obhservor »

ept Floyd darnes

r Pilot Usar

Poecific Avisiop, M1Lit Alr Trans Service

Ahead & 2bove his plene

R/S
like a shell

Hhax "rire

e -r - o - -y < »
5/ 10 cloud coverags

o—
Vel
Rl ol

™
W

F e o ——

Incidont #

167
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Incident ;157 == rfaciiis Ocwans 159 08 N, 154° 05! 2 == § .oy 1543

11110 oL

L

nct obsarved herc was _rcbably an explodin- fire-

L -

ball secn head-on aud s2en culy at the tie of act.al exslcetion.

L T gvon Bha® 5 s T 2 " . . : : Y - : {
128, Witla artial clowd covora ‘e, could easily explain tne aosenco

e

. -l-‘ ¥ (= ~ 1 ' "'l'- 3 ' ¥ L . - ] w " L u o
4% 15 ot licely tiat 11 jits si-ated on the vintor surfuce

or airorait si nted lae.or had any relation to tue ori :iual ob joct.

If' the object had ceen a shell fired frol the ULS Joxer,

-
il

it appoars Liovrobable thaut only ono shell would “ave taen cbserved.
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HEADQUARTERS
AIR ¥ATERIEL COMUAND
Aright=Pattsrson Alr Foros Base
Dayton, Ohlo

8UBJECTs Projeot "SIGR®

701 "Chielf, Alr Visather Servicas,
Andrews Alr Forces Basas,
Washlngton 25, D. C.

ATTNs DS3

%0 IAX0~3 /%S /ra
Jan 5 19L9

l., Projsot "SIGK™ i3 resporsidle for the collsotion, investi-

‘ation and interuretution of duta relative 4o 8ishtine of unldoant?
!’r | iy

fiyiry objeots,

of Projeot "SIGN" are forwardod for study an

1

Wkl & D‘j

Attached Ineldent Suwmarlss 1 thru 172 from the files
reoommendationrs as to

whlohs of the 1nolidentas may bs ellainated as btalloons rslessed on routins
syroptlo ascants by tha Alr Visather Service, ths Javy Asrological

Sarvioe or the Unlited States Weather Bursau,

2o

-
s

The summarles atiashad
ray be retalned in your hesadquarters for workin

and reaference purposes, g

The Alr Weather Service is the orly mgonoy of 1ts typs that

ing been asked to azalst in ths acooaplishasnt of Projesct "3 IGH" sxcept
that ths United Stateas Visather Burseau has provided information on ball

1izghtning.

Pesnsarch orofsots in which balloons ars uwased arnd which ars

condugled or sponsorsed by thse Army, Havy or United Statas Alr Forca are
Command,

ohwoked by the Intellizenos Dapartment of this
arsusually made direct from ths Projset "SIGHN"

sheaics ars distinet from ths ohack of avnoptle
waather wervice statlons of ths Alr Force, ths

ﬁﬂllﬂﬂn

Ravy a

e

.ll-..l"J

il

Thaas

o Capart

olkes
Those

zent

sf Commerna. (U, S..Waathar Bursau) requested of Air Vaather Sarvics.

%,

dants ares thoss having the grasatast posaldllity of beingz balloons,

11a% does no$ olinmirate the posaibilit

ineidents are bvalloons.

2 2l 0 o1 A5

25 52 92 115

L 23 1 g 125

11 ) 13 104 102

- L]

] . f._l --*' -t I‘ g & J_} -

- - " . C %, A e |
) *..:-'_) 112(Ssal? . ) A i)

that imanry of ¢h

remalning

J
[ 1s ths opinion of this office.that the below listed iroi-

This




£Q AXC, Chisf, Alr VWeather Service, Washington 25, D, C,
Bubjs Project "sS1cy™

"4 The form ussd in interrozating witmesses o sightinga ls
inolosed as a matter of intersat, Comment as to poasibla inaprovement

of the "Esssntial Elomsnts of Information” in ragard %o routine
synoptle balloon Llights is invited.

2+ It 13 raquastad that correspondence be forwarded to the

Commanding General, Headquarters, Alr Materiel Command, attantion

FOR THE COXIAMDING GENERALS

/3/ W. R. Clingerman, Gols USAF

2 Inoleg | for i. ¥, MHoCOY
Suzmariss 1-172 ingl Colonsl, U3AJ
"sax” | Chlaf, Intallizence Dapt .

Coples furmnlashed;

A¥OIR, lHq,. USAF

: 2d
Capt Trakowskl, Csophysios lad
Ma jor Kedis, LUCHEBP

Colonel Neal, MCLANS
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PACD (10 .May 1948)
Subject: Spot Raport

observer's alreraft and slighdly %o the risht of course, Captain Barnes
made mumerous attenpts-EP wnitact the othar alreraft on Channel B and
C, VAF, bul acknowledgment of his transmission was never received.

FOR THS COMMANDING CZNERAL;

JOIL A, HARPER
dajor, USAY
DAC/S, Intellizencs

L ]

ACLASSIF] 1..9%“# NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERY

AFEm Fa T ) | )
=y .-- : ,1 T ,.1 | \ ‘\. 1 § 1 Lt 1 1..-‘.'.
DRCLASSIFIED AFTLER 1Q ¥
'Fr.. e [ s e
u - f Ly
e L o T, E&:R;ﬂh‘“:x &
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HOD DIR 5200.10
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p ' UNCLASSIFIED

HLADQUARTRR S pe/CTr/aa
PACIFIC DIVISION, AIR TRANSPORT SIRVICE
AIR TRAYSPORT COMMAND
AP0 925

b

10 May 1948
SUBJZECT: Spot Revort

10: Commanding Csneral
Alr Transpord Servics
Washington 25, D, C,
ATTZNTION: AQ/S, Iatsllizence

1. The followlng information w-s reported dy Cantain Floya
Barnes, FPilot of aireraft, who was in flizht betwsen F’ndalein Island,
Morzhall Ielonds, and Hicdkam Fleld, T. H,, &V the ti the incl dent
peocurred,

2, Vhile flying magnetic courss 000°, altitude 9000 feet, at
ammximaualy C9:05 GCT, 6 May 1548, = lm.-.-,s white dall of firs was
observed 13° 05' ¥ - 1649 05! 3, four $o £ive miles dir sctly ahsad
of and slightly alnve the aircraft., The ball of firs yas observed
for only a spllt second ~nd was comparable to the explosion of a
shell, There wers no sireamsrs or "tails® observed =3 uzually
ralated to a meteor of a distress siznal,

3. Tumedlately ~fiar the ball of firs was observed, Captain
Sarnes lanstructed the Radio Cnerator to check the 1¥F. The IF? was
rgoorved by the Hadlo COperator to be in nosition No, 2 end operative,

“. As the alroraft asproached the sooroximste position of
Swers the ball of Firs sas observed, a single white li-ht was seen
on the water surface, DIowever, thias liznt wae ocbscursd within a fey

seconas : lar aighting hecanse of the existing clovd coversge
=L /10).

5. Morse llizhts were immedlately odserved on the water suriacs
avoroximately ten miles north of the alrcraft's course, It is the

oplnion of Captain Barnes and other persons sbard who obsearved these
lizh%ta, that it was a surface vessel,

6, Amroximaialy *an minutes alapsed after tha last lizhta
43r3 observed on tha water surface, when an aireraft was sizhted
flying a rociprocal course (240°) at about 1000 feet bslow & he




. : Al b /e 2
HEADQUARTERS C/0de/ad
PACIFIC DIVISION
MILITARY AIR TRANSPORT SERVICE

APO 053
<) Aupush 10hE
SUBI"Pr Project g:mw 3
<03 Comanding General

Alr Hateriel Command

HTizht-Pritereon Air Faree Tase
. Dayton, Chio

%

1. Letter your fesdomarters, -howe subjast. 10 Angust 10hg
addressad to Commandl ng Ceneral, Hosdguarters Tastarn caclfliec Wing,

has been endorsed $o $his office, apd, in turn, was forwardesd %o

the Commandine Offlcer, Filat Alr Dasa Crowp, APOD 13%, whers Camb,

Barnes wasz l-g% reneried to ba assipgned.

2. After recalving the renort of "Possidl

8 Firing Betwean Johte
eton Ialand and Flek=m P1214® from Copt. Rarnes, this office im

nedlately dlsmatched o caary to the Distrist Intelllzencs OFF4 cer,

14%h Fawel D4 atries, O0ld -

Javal Station, Honeluln, dawall, whose revly
13 quoted as follows:

"It s dalieved that the USS DT was engapged 1n Sacticsd

training operations in the vieinity of the eontact TrepoTried
by Captain Barnes, APC nilos, "

FOR THE COMMANDER. |

1 Inel: SUSRCH K., YOO IHZRS
Lt Colonel, UsSAF®
Chiaf, Iatallirence Din sion

Cy Hq PACD ltr
dtd 10 May usg




A large wiibe ball of fire was observed some four to five milas

directly ane:d of ond slightly above the airecraft., It wos observed

mr only a split second and was comparable to the explosion of a shell
Thare were no streamers or "tails" obeerved such as usuelly related

to a meteor or a distress siznal, Aa the aireraft arrrosched the
anproximane positicn vhera ‘f‘f*a ball of fire wes cbzerved a “inﬁ.rla wnite
1:1':;13*& w2s seen on the water surface. However, this dissppe:sred within

a few seconds alter sighling bee-use of tne existing cloud (*M'cra&*ﬁ.

Yors lights were immediately observed on the weter surface sowe 1C miles
north of the nlane's course. it ia the orindon of the witnsss (amt

Bamas) that these were from = surface vessel. Some 10 mimutes slapsed
of'ter tnese lignts were obsorved om the water surface when 2» airarait

w3 sighted flying a recivroesl course (240°) at abovt 1000 £1 below

the observers's aireraft and slightly to the right of the course.

Copt Jarnes made mmerous aiiemnts 1o contaet this aircrzft on Coannel "3
and "O%, VA" but acknowlelgrent of his transmission was never deceived.

——— W S :ll




