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" Unquestionables

"DD wy.a GBNID Air Force Sase, ENID, Oklahoma, 2 May 199)+ _—. ~~

~~On the night of 21 April 19u9 AS approximately 21,0 hours C3T, I was
Arrep:. on the apron at Snid Airfarce Jase, mid, vklahoma facing north

while talking to two airmen when a lizht caught may eye which impressed me

inscantiy aa an alrerart flying from east to west approximately “are fees

highe As airoraft were flying locally in the area as wall as shoot

landings and take-ol'fs as that time, it startled me to gee whas i first
shought was an airoraft flying at right angles to the direction of traffic

at chat nltitude.e. iiowever, upon looking up to see the objeot, I realized

is was not an aircraft due to the fact it had a long tail crailing behins,

taus giving the impresaion of a celesttal comet. However, upon analyzing

the situation, I realized it gould not have been a gomet because the object

appeared to be no higher than ordinary traffie altitude and ita trajectory

wag horizontal with no curvs noted whatsoever. The objest disagpeared from

signt and did not explode or come in contact with any other object. From

the sime the object caught my ascention until the time it passed from sight,

aoproximately two (2) seconds elapsed.

it was impossible co note whether or not the object produced an audible

sound or not because of the fast an aircraft was taking off as that momente

The three impressionI had which occurred within the matter of seconds,

the first belug that the objeot wag anaircraft flying across at rizght

angles to the traffis pattern, the second that it wags a comet because of

iss long tail with approximately 100 feet in lanzth, and the third that it

was neitherof these two, mede me realize that the object was something ine

explicable. Because of its rapid speed which I would estixate to be

approximately 1,000 miles per hour, judging by pest experience where I have

witnessed Jet airoraft flying spproxixately 500 to 600 miles per hour, it
was impossible to describe the object as other than somethihg which appeared

‘o »e che sise of a larze opalescent lizht zglote when viewed at aoproximately

‘teen (15) feet distances I: is sntirsaly possible that she object did

aye an astual sail but, instead, that its appearance was caused sy

he hpad speed of a iigh sed object sravyeling shrough the s«cy on a darxcer
Li ehte 1g weasher conditions as this particular tine wers sloear.
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On the night of 21 April i949 at approximamately 2140 hours CsT, I was

standing on the apron at Enid Air Force Base, tnid, Oklahoma facing north

whiletalking to two airmen when a light caught my eye which impressed me

instantly as an aircraft flying from east to west approximately 2,000 feet

high. As aircraft were flying mehr | in the area as well as shooting

andings and take-offs at thattime, it startled me to see what i first

thought was an aircraft flying at right angles to the direction of tra fic

at that altitude. However, upon looking up +9 see the object, I realized

$t was not an aircraft due to the fact it had a lmg tail trailing behind,
thus giving the inpression of a celestial canst, nowever, upon inalyz ing

the situation, 1 realized it could not have been a comet because the object

apneared to be no hizher than ordinary traffic altitude and its trajectory

vag horizontal with no curve noted whatsoever. The object disappeared iro

sizht and did not explode or come in contact with any otter ject. rrom

the time the object caught my attention until the time it 1ssed from sight,

approximately two (2) onds elapsed,

Tt was iunoossible to note whether or not the object oroduced an audidle
“4 >
t was taking orf at that moment.sound or not because of the c a

: ree impressions I had which occurred within the matter of seconds,Tne ti

the first being that the object was an aircraft flying across at rignt

oe to the traffic pattern, the second that : was a comet because of

ts long tail with approximately 100 feet in leng and the third that it

neither of these two, made me realize that object was something in-

exolicadle. Because of its rapid speed which I wonld estimate to be

soproximately 1,000 miles per hour, judgging by past experience where Ll have

sed Jet aircraft flying approximately 500 to 000 miles per hour, it

was impossible to describe the object as other than something which appeared
to be the size of a large opalescent light gloove when viewed at approximately

fifteen (15) feet distance, It is entirely possible that tie object did

not have an actual tail but, instead, that its appearance was caused dy

the rapid speed of a lighted coject traveling through the sky on a darker
nicht. The weather conditions at this particulartime were cle
a
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of Observation: UNI

Map Coordinates) 5 mi

33 north of Washineton,D.c.

ney, Md., on route 97.
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Place
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p
s » Position of observe! :

On ground, at farm at Un

, i ae | : > $ oF : AwaAt.4 |

‘

Jaithersburg, «d.

m m . ‘ , 5 “ ;

or (NAE ttracted attention to object: Moderste luminosity in sz,

south of zenith

6, Number of objects and sketch of formation or grouping:

See previous letters. No objects seen, only luminosity

ee narent size (compare to lmown object, i.e., sun, moon, thumo
sr fist at arms } rth): See previous letters
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9. hape (give graphic description - compare with knovn object):

See previous letters. Took form of a band, 2 or 2 degrees wire;

lonz persis8tencs, fading out all at once; in later st*ges, tonk

ve bare of a cloud, th two tails.
10. ltitude (Ane slevation above horizon - 09 at horizon,

2 everhead): First seen at abont 70° from horizon; drorred '

to within about 20° of sonthern *orizon, then turned eastward.

< ie | Ty) 2 > - . ~ {a -~- lyesy 4 _ Pim m Ni th):
ll. Direction from observer (Angle clockwise [from tioptn;):

nen first. seen? South When last seen?
progessing east. The lights of Washington reflect in

southern horizon, directly befow this !1

\

12. Distance from ob e is

which object ap a to be):Impossible to determine.~o

2+ was astronomical, but Harvard Ybcervatory believes‘not.

tance to town, bldg, etc.; over

.

of object (s): Downward, toward southern
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swo orevious

clouds present.

atmosphere,

iy previous

while the ¢
weather cond:
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nhotography; outdoor recreation
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Occupation and hobbies? Conservationists ornitholozy} |
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NC TAXS | MC IAXS/GNT/ame

acknowledsed oy this Headquarters,

The sompieted questionnaires mentioned in your letter has not

beem received to date.

In view of the above, me are inclosing an additional cosy of

our Questiommaire for use in recording the desired data. Your co-

operation in this aatter is sincersly a Joresiated,.

r
r
e

sincerely yours,

1 incl: A. J. HEMSTREET, JR.

@aide to Investigation Lt Colonel, USAF
Acting Chief, Analysis Division

Intelligence Department



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AUSTIN H. CLARK

HAROLD J. COOLIDGE, JR.

DELOS £. CULVER

JOSHUA EVANS, JR.

FRANCIS M. GOODWIN

F. S. LOOGE

EDWARD A. PREBLE

W. T. SWINGLE

HUSTON THOMPSON

WILLIAM VOGT

WILLIAM P. WHARTON

CHARLES G. WOODBURY
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An independent, non-Grofit organization with nation-wide membership

guarding America’s heritage of scenic wilderness OFFICERS

Founded 1919 WILLIAM P. WHARTON
Prasideant

is a ate CHARLES G. WOODBURY
1214 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. Vice President

WASHINGTON 46, D. C. Boring: ' COOLIDGE, JR.
acretary

JOSHUA EVANS, JR.

Treasurer

EVEREUX BUTCHE

Executive Seer wash
June 16, 1949 rch

a

ve

United States Army Intelligence Division
Air Force Materiel Command
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Sirs3z

A tew weeks ago I wrote you about an aerial phenomenon
that I observed at Unity, Meryladl. You sent me a queest ionnaire
for further data, which I filled out and returnedto you
Ag I sould not then recall the exact date, I wrote to. the
Barverd Vbservatory, and requested that they send back to me the

24.+g doe a letter IL wrote to them about it, Thsy have done 30, and
{L enoless ib herewtlth,

L regret that [ cannot locate the carbons of my previous
correspondences with you, and hence have had to cuesss at the proper

address for this latter, I trust it reaches you in due courses,

ava ois any further information 1 can give you,

please let na mow, If believe, however, that I have told you
everything 1 know about it

Publishers of NATIONAL PARKS MAGAZINE
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