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1. DATE - TIME GROUP LOCATION

21 April 49 f@kiGx | 22/01152 Unity, Maryland

ts, SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION

{ Civilian Other (CLOUD/CONTRAIL)

\4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

One
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5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION i}, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

15 minutes Onjeat appeared as a ribbon of light, which seemed to be

TYPE OF OBSERVATION __ extending itself irregularly downward, There were no
OF yet ‘ t : : : 5 }

” or f shappiy demarked linesand the central portion was brighter.
Ground-"isual (BX) Thea observer used binoculars,
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b attracted attention to object LUpderate light

Piboen of Light

Lud First sean at 70° then dropred to 70°
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AG 10315 Pele, ab Olney, Maryland, I glanced at the sky and noticed a fairly

Wide stawak of ribbon of lh ity, perhaps a degree i width, vkich seemed to be

oxtemding itself irrewularly dowlard as I watched. I focused sry 7 « SO binoculars cn

this Lights and saw Givwh 1% was formed as @ long cloud of luminceity, with no sharvly

cemarxed lights of any sort, except that the central portion was decidedly riciter

and seemed to glows jie ligit ran from almost at the wemith to about 15 demrees of the

Southern horigone The ends were fiint, evenly toned across the entire band, but the

cemtral portion assumed the fboature of two caraliel lines of Light, aarking She edges
»

OF Shs ribbon, thas
.
~bacame increasingly brichte

7n@ whole wat ‘in motion, for in about a uimute 16 corned toward the cast,

and the tright partion » melod up, with a distinct cul of Light rising from it,

while the rear of the fainter part of the ribbon breke into two arms, one upmird to

the east, the other duvommd to the southe Finally, about two cimutes later, the

brighter portion, moving fairly rapidly vastward, st at about a constant altitue,

had cealesced to form 2 bread, bluntly pointed head (scmewhat Like a larga comet),

with two Zaintber taila carving upward and downward. In another mimrte, the whole nad

faced, Sut did not entirely die out for perhaps three mimes morte

i am sufficiently familiar with astronomical occurrences to be sure this was

not &2 metecritis nhenanencn mor a display of aurora borealis, and it certainly «is nct

2 comet. IS may well be something quite normal of occurrence, und if so, I show

appreciate your kimmess in having ame of the otar? of She observatory sursest Jo ow

~hat LS sav save been.
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“ashington 6G, De Ue

Door Saar

Raceict of your letter, dated 15 Vay 1949, is acknowladyved by

‘his Headquarters.

e

four reported sighting of an unidsntified serial phenomenon

has been made a matter of record and is being incorsoratead into our

present atudy of this subject. it is unrortunate the exact date or

ovaervation was not romembered as this Jactor is of considerable

Wopertance if comparison with known asriai objects ia “So be made.

‘+ la hoped your repiy from harvard Cbservasory my -ossibly reveal

the date of this ineident.

the inelosed questionnaixss oay be used as an o.tiine in record=

ing pertinent information to the sighting mentioned in your lotter.

“tb is desired thst the completed form be dirscted *o:;

Commanding «mneral

Headquarters Air ‘Materiel Command

irighte Patterson Alr “orce Jase

ayGon, Vile

a. j

Sinearsly yours,

1 Inols MN, 2. CLINGS RAN

Guide to Inweetizgation Seolonel, USA?

Chief, Analysis Division

intelligence Department
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Dayton, Ynio

Last month I observed a phenomenon in the sky that 1

assumed to be gi speek ahaha and as I conld not identify toh
Ly

iS i

o the Harvard Observatory about it. the observatory answe red tnat
=)

e

4t wags not astronimicsal» in their opinion, Mr. Sidney Shalett
writes in the Saturday tvening Post that you wis -9)«€be 6informed

of such observations, so i am addressing you on > gnudject.

My reason for writing is vcartly that someone else may have reported

the same event to you, and my notes will serve as verification.

Unfortunately, Il do not: recall the eracft late. Lf vou

wish, you can obtain it by procuring my letter from the Harvard

Obaervatory, which was written haitf an hour after the occurrence.

I believe it was on April 13 or 25.

At 10:15, P.M., I returned to my home at Unity, wriand,

about 25 miles north of Washington, D.C., five miles north of

Olney, Mde It wa . dark, moonless night, with fairly bright

starlight, and conaiderable moisture in the air, but no mist.

There was no wind. IL glanced up at the sonthern sity, and noticed

a rather faint | ud streak of luminosity acous lemrees abcove

tne yr izone Lhe wer end apreared to be dropping toward the
sryuithern norizon.

IL carry x 50 binoculars in the car, 30 1 in ediately
cot them o1t and focussed trem on this light. It appeared brighter

: : a ra . ti. : . £
+hrouch the glasses, and eonld be seen +o de a rivoon of Lignt,

08 i aVUS eo) AG is

round. The upper and lower end of “this band were rather faint,
out e central portion was much brighter. This central portion

formed two very bright parrmilel streaks, ith fainter luminosity
Cc

) w Pain

et uid see nothing that appeared to be solid,

na there were no sparks or other lights evident

3 shown in sketch #l.



About 20 degrees adove the horizon, the lower end

‘ the house and asked “rs- veth H. Low to come out to see the light.
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