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UNCLASSIFIED

INCIDENT NO, L16

Date of Observation 30 July 1ylg inbe-of Interview

Exact Time (local) 2100-2130P

Place of Observation Vicinity Portlund, Troutdale & Nt. liood, Ore.son

Position of observer Air and in tower

What attracted attention to object

Number of objects 1

Apparent size

Color of object See #23

Shape

Altitude 2,000-6,000 feet

Direction from observer

Distance from observer

Direction of flight of ebject(s) East

Time in sight

Speed 0-210 MPH

Sound and odor

Trail

Luminosity

Projections

Maneuvers Maneuvered and hovered in vicinity for 30 minutes like helicopter

Manner of disappearance

Effect on Clouds

Additional information concerning objoct Object displayed 2 red and 1 white lights
NY

(over) ie

Ning

M



R
R

 P
r
e
e
 
a

 
M
A
E
 =

UNCLASSIFIF

Page 2 Incident 16

ame and address of observer; Capt a Dispatch Uirice, iortland, Ore;

| Portland, Ore.on

, Portiund, treo ‘or

Occupation and hobbics;: and, Ure.on

Pilot Ni sairlinos

Tower Operator

Civ. Instructor Pilot

CAA Towsr Opesrutor

Comments of Interrogator rolative te intelligence and charactor of observor(s)+s

NARRATIVO SUMMARY:

General romarks: at approximately 2100P Portland Tower reportea to Flight Service

that an object displaying two red lights und one white light was seen hovering just

south of the Columbia iiivr where the Bonneville Power Lines cross tho river. it

appear-d to drop two white flares and seemed to exse closer to Portland. The object

hovered in this area azproximately thirty (30) minutes and then disappeared to the east.

Believing the object might bo an aircraft in emorcency, Portiand Tower stucked four

inooming airliners over the airport. The pilots of these four airliners saw the

object and their nanos and addresses are available from ‘ir. aaa

Captain @imey the pilot of a Northwost airlire Jiartin 202, roported that

while approaching Portland fron the east he noticed what appeared to be ar. aircraft

displaying two red lishts and one white light. Since this was nonstandard lightin;:

C: ptain ol the object very closely. lis sighting of this object was at
2110P at ar uwltitude o: six (6) thousand fect and he was approximately five (5) miles

west o Stevenson, »ashington. lie reported that the object was behind him are »lichtly

to the left and maintained that same position u:til Troutdale. hen over Troutdale

Captain QM heard Portland Tower giving instructions to other aircraft to hold
over the airport because of an unidentified flying object dropping flares. Upon

Upon hoaring this information Captain Thrush turned ons hundred ard sighty (100)

degrees and attested to intercept th: flyin; objeot displaying the two red lights

and one white li;sht that had been following hime He reported thut this object then

turned to the southeast and appeared to pull away from hi: quite easily. C.ptain

Gee reportod that his indicut:d airspeed was two hundred and ten (210) miles per

hour while he was tryin; to intercept tho ob ject.

wee, reported that he saw the object while in the traffic pattsrix
pattern in Troutdale, Oregon. He was flying at an altitude of ore (1) thousand three

(3) hw dred feet indicated and reported that the objeot appeared to be five (5) hundred

to eight (S) hundred feet above him and at an ostinated distance of twenty (20) miles
to the east.

The only .ir Force aircraft in the vicinity at the time was a B-29, AF 775%,

who was over Portlunu.at 2130P at an altitude ef seven (7) thousand five (5) hundred

feet, northbound. The pilot was questioned and stated thut he did not drop any

flares and did not oircle over Portland and did not see anything unusual.
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MCCHORD FLIGHT SLRVICE CENTLR

McVhord Air Force Base
Washington

TCM 452 1 August 1949

|

SUBJECT: Unidentified Fiving Objects

TO: Commanding General

Air Materiel Command

Wright-Patterson AF Bese, Ohio

ATTENTION: li IAX0<-S

le The following report of sighting of unidentified fly-

ing objects is submitted:

a. Location and time of sighting: In the vicinity

of Portland, Oregon, Troutdale, Oregon, and Mount Hood, Oregon,

from 2100P to 2130P, 30 July 1949.

be. Weather at the time: Sky clear, visibility un-

Limited.

Ce Names, occupations, and addresses of witnesses:

(1) Captain QP pilot Northwest Airlines,
address Northwest Airlines Dispatcn Office,

Portiand, Oregon.

(2) iremere—- “aoe Tower Operator, Portiand
Airport, Portland, Oregon.

(3) gee. civilian Instructor
Pilot, West Skyways, Troutdale, Oregon,

<ceiiiie., Portland 6, Oregon.
(4) See, Cas Tower Operator, Port-

land Airport, Portland, Oregon.

iY. has the names and addresses

of four other witnesses of this sighting.

ad. Photographs of objects, if available: Photo-

graphs of objects are not available.
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I TCM 452 1 August 1949
; SUBJiCT: Unidentified Flying Objects

@. Sketcnes of object's configuration: Sketches of

object's conrisuration are not available.

f. Object sighted:

(1) Number: One.

% (2) Shape: Undetermined.

“4

Q2. (3) Size: Undetermined.
On

ye (4) Color: Object displayed two red lights and
a one white light.
7),1

OO% (5) Speed: Was from zero to in excess of two

Ow hundred and ten (210) miles per hour.
er

2

Gus (6) Heading: Object maneuvered and hovered in
Kanes the vicinity of Portland and Troutdale for
ot. a period of thirty (30) minutes and was last
ee seen proceeding east.

~

7 (7) Maneuverability: Object seemed to be able
mie to maneuver as a helicopter.

(8) Altitude: Two (2) thousand to six (6)
‘thousand feet.

(9) Sound: Not reported.

(10) Exhaust trail or not: Not reported.

ee ge General remarks: At approximately 2100P Fortland
Tower reported to Flight Service that an object displaying

two red Lights and one whits light was seen hovering just

south of the Columbia River where the Bonneville Power lines

cross the river. It appeared to drop two white flares and

seemed to ease closer to Portland. The object hovered in

this area approximately thirty (30) minutes and then disappear-
ed to the east. Believingthe object mignt be an aircraft in

emergency, Portland Tower stacked four incoming airliners over

the airport. The pilots of these four airliners saw the Solem
>

and their names and addresses are available from 1.
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1TCM 452 August 1949

S'BJECT: Unidentified Flying ObjectscS
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; Captain Sam the pilot of a ijorthwest Airline

i wea ee ported that while approaching Portland from the

r é east he noticed what appeared tobe an aircraft dis »laying

two red lights and one a Light. Since this was nonstand-

ard Lighting Captain watched the object very closely.

His sighting of this object was at 2110P at an altitude of

six (6) thousand feet and he was approximately five (5) miles
west of Stevenson, Washington. He reported that the object

was behind him and slightiy to the left and maintained that

same position until Troutdale. ‘hen over Troutdale Captam

GM hneard Portland Tower giving instructions to other air-

craft to hold over the airport because of an unidentified

flying object dropping flares. Upon hearing this information

Captain turned one hundred and eighty (1380) degrees
and attempted to intercept the flying object displaying the

two red lishts and one white Light that had been following

him. He reported that this object then turned to the south-

east and appeared to pull away from him quite easily. Captain

Qa reported that his indicated airspeed was two hundred
and ten (210) miles per hour while he was trying to intercept
the object.

Mr. Qe, reported that he saw the object
while in the traffic pattern in Troutdale, Oregon. He was

flying at an altitude of one (1) thousand three (35) hundred
feet indicated and reported that the object appeared to be

five (5) hundred to eight (8) hundred feet above him and at
an estimated distance of twenty (20/ miles to the east.

The only Air Force aircraft in the vicinity at

| the time was a B-29, AF 7758, who was over Portland at 2150P
| at an altitude of seven (7) thousand five (5) hundred feet,

northbound. The pilot was questioned and stated that he did

not drop any flares and did not circle over Portiand and did

not see anything unusual.

Commanding
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i The followine is from YA 1)70753 AF 95910—1:

h Aug 19L9

Subj: Wlvine Tises, lteport of

“ef: (a) CNC Conf Ltr Cp3227 P1l6=3/2I1, ser O22P32 dated |: lov LIE

1. In accordince with reference (a), following information is submitted:

At 2100 hcurs on 50 July 19, detween aaaainyy ias}:ineton, anc
Troutsdale, Creron, a sroup cf_unicentified lichts were si-hted

by Northwest Airlines pilot nee,
Portland, Creron, wnile on a routine flignt from Yakima to

Portland. Qypstated t:e objects could have been twe or three

planes flying in very close fcrration, however, the rec li-hts

were on the wrong sice for airvcrne aircraft. ..en'imcirci-
ed the field to await instructions for landing, ‘the outeet chrenrec

course about 50° anc left the vicinity.

The co-pilot of tre >lane a: , also of iortland, sicnited
the lights but was not avrilable ‘or interview. —.e,
OIA traffic controller on duty in she control tower of the airnvort

also ovserved the ovdject. enortecdly ovoserved from the

fround tower. A:cording to urned tne airrort

snotlisht on the object, wiich he thoucht at the time was a heli-

copter, tc help guide it to a landing. ‘iowever, t..e woject

disappearec at a high rate of speed and neadec in a soutneastecrly

direction when the light was focussed uweon ite A cescription of

ccnditions are as follows: 2

Weather: Clear,however object was sighted after sundown. 35

QQ

Sketches: None, since darikness prevented acequate observavione es

ie)

Shape and size: ‘lot determined becuse of carkness. 255

“ : Sap
Color: ted lights steady, white light on occasion. 39x

Spe
Speed: ‘two hundred miles per houre a4

+ ‘ : " ¢ Leal >Headings When first seen anvroximtely 20°. hen last seen an

over Troutsdale, 50°T. ‘here was no change in the “5

lighting with the change ot heading. Sa

Ma)
Maneuverability: Course and elevation did not change rapidly. ae

Altitude: ©000 = S000 feet. be

Sound: ‘lone observed = other s unds in ovm pline weuld have

oisecured soundse ...

eae . ; UNCLASSIFIEE, . ef
‘xnausts one observed. ‘ pies

anti pe g2 a} fey C169 ss Fal oa sae g £ r

COPY ee ew en ian caelCa uf / b



COPY

2, ‘the above description and

from Lt. \dOEpien)S
Ure fone

ec: 25th Air lefense Cormand

UNCLASSIFIED

‘nformaiion was receives bp r the

Acting

3



r ’ ge oer” Poe ey,
’ ~~ * “3 Ye

4 °

' ia

UNCLASSIFIE
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND

25th AIR DEFENSE DIVISION (DFF)
P.O. BOX 909, EVERETT, WASHINGTON

SUBJECT: Project "SIGN"

Fal
se

TO: Conmending General
Air Materiel Command

Vrisht-Petterson Air Force Base

Devton, Ohio

Attn: MCIAX0-3

Commanding General

Continentel Air Commend

Mitchel Air Force Base, Ner York

Attn: Director of Intelligence

Chief of Staff

United Stetes Air Force :

Weshineton 25, D.C.

Attn: Dir of Intell, Peauirements Div

Commending Generel

Fourth Air Force

Hamilton Air Force Bese

Hemilton, California

Attn: Director of Intelligence

QZ

In complience with par. 1, ConAC Letter 200.1, 25 Merch 48, 3 i
and per. 5 end 6, Letter Fourth Air Force, file OI-250.09/2, drted BZ
18 Feb 49, the folloring informetion es releved to this heecquerters ies
_via the District Intelligence Officer, Thirteenth Nevel District, is me
submitted : =~238

olehe
"At 2100 hours on 30 July 1949, between Stevenson, Fashine- “33

ton, and Troutsdele, Oregon, a group of unicentified liehts rere =

sighted by Northwest Airlines pilot quay, GQ,
t conmiiiies Portlend, Oregon, while on a routine flirht from 4

e Yakima to Portlend. Thrush steted the object could heve been two ~~
F or three planes flying in very close formstion, hovever, the red 2%

j lights were on the wrong side for eirborne aircreft. When Thrush
i circled the fielc to await instructions for lrnding, the object

changed course about 50° and left the vicinity.

Wie ‘ The co-pilot of the plone, ogy, also of Portland |
f hg fil,, sighted the lichts but ras not available for interview. a
‘ » CAA treffic controller on duty in the control tower of
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Venn

from the £roun,;
eirport spot]...
Was a helicopt,.,
object disany....'
ecutheasterly Mee
description of Ke

(

Weather; Cle, 1 ’
Sketches; None, "N08

Shape end Size; x t
Color; Red 11: :

Speed: Two Drees o 4
Herding: Then ey.

over i

¥ Liphtt,.. ‘os.
Meneuverability,; . “°° cQOT,

Sound; None as =

Fxhousts: None ob. Widen
‘ Nan, ‘

N
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. |, ‘seording to Thrush, Besford tvrnec the

‘bject, which he thought at the time

‘ snide it to a lending.

“ch rate of speed and herded in a

“en the light wes focussed upon it. A

Hovever, the

Su,

«re as follows:

% 774
‘Sy 4 “Dject was sighted after sundovn.

\~ess prevented adeauste observetion.

‘'“<ned because of darkness.

‘ \“, white light on occasion.

‘| °° se per hour.
“pproximately 240°T. When lest seen

There res not chenge in the

‘-e change of hesding.

elevetion did not. chenge repicly.

obscur,..; : i wi

, sther sounds in om plene would have

Oe
ee

H. GALLIENNE

USAFMe jor

Intelligence Staff Officer
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