
PROJECT 10073 RECORD

1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. Lf ‘TION “a uk

7 April 49 07/10152 Des Moines, Iowa

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION

Civilian Other (UNRELIABLE REPORT)

4, NUMBER OF OBJECTS

One

LENGTH OF OBSERVATION [1], BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Not Reported Observer saw a light which gave off a light brighter than
SERVAlION»~Ss»|:«C ave «= Sbserver stated that it appeared similar to a sun sy<

Ue tena The object was moving North.
Ground-Visual

COURSE

North

PHOTOS

Taterviewer stated that observer appeared to be making state-

ments which he was not sure were correct.

O Yes

XNo

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

5 Yos

&X No

FORM

FID sep 63 0-329 (TDE) previous sditions of this form may be used.
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Fage 4 ':
Guide to Investigation Incident No.

\

patel)

- Local flight schedules of commercial, private and military aire
raft flying in vicinity at the times

(Check Canadian activity if close to border)

Mid-Continent Airlines—none scheduled and nothing wmusual reported

United Air Lines——nome scheduled and nothing unusual reported

44. Possible releases of testing devices in vicinity sent aloft hg
Ordnance, Navy, Air Force, Army, Veathor Units, Re rch Organizations
or ony other; obtain computed or observed trajectory of de > (thes
dolite, radar readings, etc.)

None in vicinity

5. If object contacted earth, obtain soil samples within and without
depression or spot where object landed for purposes of making com-

parison of soils.

Not arplicable

6, Obtain photographs (or original negatives) where available; if
not, secure sketch2s ‘

a. Object

b. Surrounding terrain where object was o»served

c, Place. wheres object contacted earth (if this happened)

d., Maneuvers

e. Formation (if more than two)

Observation was made from an upstairs bedroom on 2d floor of an average
american freme home in a average city neighborhood.

7. Secure signed statements.

None

Obtain fragments or physical evidence where possible.



features of PROJECT GRUDGE
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION ASSIT:
2yn32 __6 duly 1949

_____ FRANK A, GALLAGHER
REPORT MADE AT

DO #13, Offutt AFB

TITLE

PERIODPROJECT "GRUDGE"

Incident, Des Moines, Iowa 20,21 June 1949
7 April 1949 OFFICEOF ORIGIN

_____DO_#5, Wi/PAFB, Dayton, Ohio
STATUS

CHARACTER ee

rg olep eee Ne he (kaaa a ee : Fed ~~
REFERENCE

Reportof S/A HARRY FYVIS, DO #5, File No. 50 24-21,dated 26 May 1949
SYNOPSIS

Investigation reveals that Mr, +a, fielip
umllliiiinwm, Des “Moines, Iowa, is eccentric,

has besa a source of trondle in the neighborhood,

and is gapable of giving information that doses not

exist, QQTMMR stated he first witnessed the phen-

onema at 0415 hours, 7 April 1949. WWM jesecribed

the ob )-et as being twice the size of a full moon,

reddisn, yellow, and purple in color, resembling a

scoop, ‘The object was about four (15 inches over
two (2) feet in length and was less than two (2)

feet wide.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED THE BO EL carrey
STH DISTRIGT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIM FORCE BASE DAYTON, OHIO

inneptyRereato. 5D 2h-22N 27 July 1g9L9

SUBJECT: “PROJECT GRUDGE
Incident, Des Moines, Towa.

7 April 199 ’

TO: Commanding General

ir Materiel Command

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: MCTAXS

La Reference is made to R & R, your office, dated 20 May iSh9,

requesting investigation of unidentified aerial phenomena at Des

Moines, Iowa, on 7 April 1919.

2. Forwarded for your information is the final report of

Special Agent FRANK A, GALLAGHER, OSI District Office No. 135, dated

6 July i9h9.

3e Your attention is invited to Paragraph 11 of Air Force

Regulation 205-6, dated 18 May 19149, which prohibits the disclosure

of the nature, sources or existence of investigative information to

unauthorized parsons.

4. The fiies of the 5th District Office of Special Investigations

are being closed in this case.

JEROME M. BRAUN

Acting District Commander
1 Inci: (in dup)

R/I DOF13 dtd 6 Jul 49

Copy to: f Hq OSI



Observer is esceantric and a constans sourse of troubla in naishborhood and capable of

dreaming wo things which don't oxist,.

he Mr. Mamie: axrommmpenmiing , Des Noines, fowa, rebired,

t 19U9. Mr. BMRB s Gated he was awakened from a soun
Sleep by a terrifyin, t shining through his blinds on 7 April 1949 at 0415 hours.

SMM cated that he wabohed the Lizht from his ved and that is zave orf a light brichter

than days WO stated that he could sve shadows in hia back yard, especially ths save
from the garage next dior, but that it gave or cest no shadow trom the telephone pols

to the mar of his house, He (SMM then got up and went to the window on the wast

and watohed the light until it disappeared behind the neizhbor's house and chimney.

WOME stated that he awakened no ons in the house because they have two reomers who have %
go to work early, nnd &i4o a young grandohild who, if awakened, will not go to sleep

again, @QM0MBBR stated cnat when he was a young boy fourtean years old he looked dirsotly

into a sum spot, and this phenomena in the siy is the closest thing he has seen

to the sun spote Rate stated that looking into that sun sz0t has left a lasting
impression on him but that he had not thought about it until this hapvened the other

night. Salled the local paper and told them about is and that he didn't mind a

little publisity if they would report the truth as he saw it and not make it aovear
risthat he (MMMMRN) had sesn a “flying saucer," gg stated that he has read articles

about aerial phenomera and that the last article he read had given the addrsss to

which correspondence sonserning unususl adtivity should be sant, AMMA reported

the incident to.the newspaper before he communicated with Wright Field, AMR stated

that no one from the newspaper had come to sea him. The object was moving north and

‘WRBRM stated he had to get on his knees to see out his window and over tha roof of

the house next door on the west, @BMPRN stated that the shadow on bis bedroom floor%

was noving gouth and that the light was so intense shat it shown through his blinds

whiosh ars heavy, green, non-transvarent »dlinds,

was jewed on 2
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AGENT'S O'S, qggMMM asceaced to be making statemansa whica
sorrsos. Then the writer remarked avout cham, AMM ould co

Stasamnta Were not corrasct. rrandshild was poresant

lnwrview rery uncom’: dls tor MMB eas or
und ami. 2 ovearsd dasis 1;[us of having 19 chil Us oF



10.

ll.

Date of Observation 7 April 1919 Date of Interview

Exact Time (local)

lace of Observation

Position of observer

What attractad att

Number of objects

Apparent size

Color of object

Shape

Altituds

Direction from obs

Distance from obse

Directionof fligh

i
) ime in sightcu
)

i
e

W
wpeed

Sound and odor

Trail

Luminosity

Projections

Maneuvers

Yeather Conditions

Very slow,

information concerning object

INCIDENT NO. 3

O15

Dea Moines, Lowa

In bud on 2nd floor of home.

ention to object Terrifying lisht shining through window.

1

Twice 2ull moon

ag y

-fifths ReddistTop four 4, yellow and purple.

Resembled grovery suzar scoop,

30°

garver

3508

First seen WSW, last seen NNE

rver 200 Feet

t of object(s) North

12 Minutes

’ 2 oO S. * $iwavelsd 35 in 12 minutes.

hone

Brighter than day.

More

Straight ?light

Behind obstacle

Yone noticed

No adverse weather conditions o7 1

(ove r)

20 June 1949

S889 Agent's note on 2nd Page.
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Lean he ay, Morrill

1. 1s ia requeesed your office initiate aa invessigacion of he unidentified serial

paemncmems reported by Laclosed lassers
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-CTARS

OLAAS/G4 T/mr

Nits tte Le Ahern

O Zutland Avenue

Leg <olnes, Lowa

‘ear Sirs

Receipt of your latter daced Ly vay 19.9 is vespectiuily
icamowledgei by this jeadquarters.

the unidentified aerial phenomena repor+ by your letcers
tad been nade a maGbar of record and will be inserporated into

i@ present study on this subjeote

Should udditional informaticn regarding thia ineident be
desired correspondence with yau will be direoted so the above

AQdYOsse

Yowr agtien ta reporting shia incident so the vroper
authorities ig appreciated.

*
c

Yours very truly,

We Re CLINGERMAN

Colonel, USAF

Shier, Analysis Vivision

i Intelligence Deparcuent
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lir Materiel Command headquarters,

ht-Patterson Air Force Base,
on, Ohio.

Gentlemen:

About 4:15 a, m. Thursday,
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YNCLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. DATE
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 5D 2h-2.N 26 May Laks

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS c
REPORT MADE BY

HARRY PYVIS blk

| REPORT MADEAT = _——e
DO #5, W/PAFB, Dayton, Ohio

PERIOD

_26 Yay I9h9
OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DO75, W/PAFB, Dayton, Ohio
STATUS

PENDING

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

ITLE

PROJSCT "GRUDGEF

Incident, Des Moines, Iowa

7 April ighg

CHARA ae
SPECIAL DICUIRY

FERENG! _ — oe aaa SeToh a. his is an initial report.
SuUaiat = Meee a ‘ — = = — ee ad

Investigation requested by R & R from MCIAZS, Heads

quarters Air idateriel Command, dated 20 May 1919, to

obbain detailed information from witnesses, weather
and researen agencies concerning the sighting of

unidentifted aerial phenomena at Des Moines, Towa

on 7 ‘April 1919.

ony MLSE
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ISTRIBUTION | ACTION COPY FORWARDERS FILE STAMP
“4G, AMC | Commanding General

s
O\aq. as3incis) | Air Materiel Command

130 #i3 (Incl s) = | Trighnt-Patterson AF3
[File Dayton, Ohio
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Acting DISTRICT COMMANDER |
Sceteenmreseummmaentiienmementbenmemmmmemmmersenenmeneeeeneeenen=

=e eee ee

AFCS! FORM € 7 ere Ta dad covers went peraring ofrrex23 iuLY 48 & AUN CLASSeo erresnene raarin





yn

a

4

there appeared over Des Moines, Iowa, a strange object. This

days after the various appearances over Salt Lake City and n

The object was evidently first seen by a ir. —iniiempoo
; One of the shades in his room (toward the west) was up

woSut four inchas; the light that came thro this small opening was

80 bright that it awakened hin, and he went to the window, spent sev-

Cral moments examining the object, then lay down on his bed again to

letormmine by its shadow whether it was moving*. The shadow (or, the

on the floor) was moving southward. Then he went to the window

in and watched it as it slowly disappeared behind the house next

igor, The object was thus travelling north and was west of the observer.

"Tt was the most inous thing I have ever seen in my life" says Mr.

rn; and he drew a sketch of the way it locked:

In the early morning of April 7, 1949, at about 4:15 ~ 4:30 a.m.,

<— Traasparent
Mr. Ql diacran

senSa|=

(THIS

(like TRON

Left vertical line represents a

part that looked "thick, like

oe ALUMINUM metal. The upper part seemed

transparent and full of fire.

The lower part was also lighted
«tn : 3 a

jr~ yae oF §6as if in compartments, and these
4— these was 5 =

was a showed blue (or black), yellow,

bright FURPLZ@Nd purple respectively.

At about the same time, a Mrs Dime,, TOCGGREES:.,

some 40 blocks vest of Mr. Mill was startled by a brilliant light

high in the sky toward the S.8W. Fire "trailed from it like a Roman

condle" but the illumination was very brief. Both Mrs. Jqilipmand Mr.

setts seemed to me to be perfectly normal people and not unduly ex-
cited by their experiences.

From my interviews with people in Waterloo 1

22 discs that were seen here in July 1947, and from newspaper clipp-

23, especially from Iowa, I have learned that

ra usually seen sver 2 certain xind of terrain,

sbion, or river sottoms where

around 2a hil?

wid olways with<
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NEEIT ONT 5:0
Zelisnople, £2, Bs’

IS July i949

Little Baek ,

asked 1a permissioa,

the he Saree tnat
hatds to dare write

apsolute puol Pad:

urday Evening Igt's

nutechnering, maja gui

joking attituisa ta
iy

°

t

Eost! 8 write
t You gan rel

q_ovetail" into

that I had forgotten to begin one

iy, a@ sticker Zooy accuracy, I had
berore I submittei it to the Post.
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fiasco entitle.

Paxton made my "

o 
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As things now stanji, I am a martyr to
sad only time may vindicate me, Lelieve you se,

today,as I did when I Pirst wrote you in July i
“saucerg" are extra-terrestrial "choat-objeaca

atatcalekinatic snergy and caused to remain

a=cuse 4



" YNCLASSIFIEY

“SENET
5D 2he-21N
PROJECT GRUDGE

1. Investigation requested by Routing & Record Sheet from MCIAXS,

Headquarters Air Materiel Command, dated 20 May 1949, to obtain detailed

information from witnesses, weather and research agencies concerning the

sighting of unidentified aerial phenemena at es Moines, Iowa on 7 April

19h96

T WRIGHT-PATTERSON AF3

2, Wiles of this office contain a letter, dated 1) Mey 199, from

amie, 2500 Rutland Avenue, Des Moines, fowa in which tae writer states
hat he sighted an unusual and unidentified airerafs at O15 hours, 7 April

19h9.

TNCLOSURS

FORDO 713, OFFUTET AF3 AND HEADQUARTERS OSI

lL. Guide to Aerial Phenomena Investigation (in dup)

2. Copy, letter from M. L, AHERN (in dup)

PENDING

“#



adel f oan Troe)5D 2hn2iN
QJCT GRUDGE*?

S

UNDEVELOPED LEAD

DISTRICT OFFICE NO, 13, OF FUTT AFB

AT DES MOINES, TORA

Vieather and research agencies will be contached and witnesses inter-

viewed relative to the sighting of aerial phenomena at ies Moines, Iowa

on 7 April 1949. Inclosed guide will be used for reference,



24-32 ‘ IINC] A ee aad

ASSIEI=T

‘has left a lasting impression on him but that he had not thought about

it until this happened the other night. gai called the local paper
\ and told them about it and that he didn't mind a little publicity if

they would report the truth as he saw it and not make it appear that

he (gM had seen a "flying saucer." MMM stated that he has
read articles about aerial phenomena and that the last article he read

had given the address to which correspondence concerning unusual activ-

ity should be sent. g@g@MMIN reported the incident to the newspaper before

jhe commnicated with Wright Field, wgMiMgl—’stated that no one from the
newspaper had coms to see him. The object was moving north and 2h
stated he had to get on his kmees to see out his window and over the

roof of the house next door on the west. “3M stated that the shadow
on his bedroon floor was moving south and that the light was so intense

that it shown through his blinds which are heavy, green, non-transparent

blinds,

AGENT's NOTS: »@MMMMMP appeared to ba making statements which he was not
sure were correct, “Then the writer remarked about then, sgMwould

counter by asking if his statements were not correct. MEM grand-

child was present and this appeared to make the interview very uncom

fortable for wg The grandchild was asking questions end Se
appaared desirous of having the child out of the room.

5, The name files of the Police Department, Deg Moines, Iowa,

and the Sheriff's Office, Polk County, Des Moines, Iowa, were examined

sad revealed no derogatory information concarning —aiiie.

Inclosures:

FOR DO #5, "RIGHT-PATTERSON AFB

1. Cy of "Guide to Investigation. Unidentified Aerial Objects."

2. Sketch showing salient features of Project "GRUDGE" as viewed

Sy Agel,

3. Sketch showing aMg@e description of aerial phenomena.

FOR HEADQUARTERS OSI

_ 2. #Sketch showing salient features of Project "GRUDGE" as viewed

by aint ;

3. Sketch showing AMM description of aerial phenomena.

— REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -



2a 32

TAILS:

7A.

AT DSS MOINES, IOWA

1. Mrs. LOTS M, WALTON, 2910 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa, house-
wife and private nurss, was interviewed on 20 June 1949. irs. TALTON
stated that she has known Mr. li. L. AHERN for three years as a neighbor,
and that from her observation of him, he (AHNRN) appears and acts odd,
Mrs.e WALTON also stated that Mr. AHERN has caused trouble in the neighbor
hood and that she would not put it past AHERN to think up something un-

usual for a bit of publicity,

2. Miss OSIE TAYLOR, 2906 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa, saleslady,
was interviewed on 20 June 1949. Miss TAYLOR stated that she has know

Pr. AHERN for nine years as a neighbor and has found him to be odd and

eccentric, Informant also stated that she stays away from AHERN because

he has caused trouble in the neighborhood. Informant stated that AHERN

has a feeling that some of his property may be taken away from him, as

some of the neighbors had their lots surveyed and in the surveying it was

determined that the lot stakes were not exactly right. The neighbors were

entitled to a few mors feet of land, This caused AHURN a great deal of
concern as he felt that this would revert down the line until he would

be the last and that some of his land would be taken away from him. AHERN

is hot headed and ig capable of giving information that does not exiat.

3. Miss WELISSA TAYLOR, 2906 Rutland, Des Moines, Towa, accountant,

was interviewed on 20 June 1949. Miss TAYLOR stated that she has known

Mir. AHERN for eight years as a member of the community, and believes that
he is capable of giving information which is not substantiated by Pacts.

AHERN has written letters to the local newspaper which nas caused his fam-

ily great concern because it jeopardized his son's position. AHERN is

eccentric and informant stated that she and her sister have stopped having

anything to do with him,

iat LL. ii pwageetiireen , Des Moines, lowa, retired, was
interviewed on 20 June 1949. \r.diMMMMlhstated that he was awakened from
a sound sleep by a tarrifying light shining through his blinds on 7 April

i342 at 0415 hours, stated that he watched the light from his bed

and that it gave off a light brighter than day. MM stated that he
conld see shadows in his back yard, especially the eave from the garage

next door, but that it gave or cast no shadow from the telephone pole

to the rear of his house, He (§§MMR) then got up and went to the window

on the west and watched the light until it disappeared behind the neighbor's

house and chimney. QM stated that he awakened no one in the house be-
vause they have two roomers who have to zo to work early, and also a young

tld who, i2 awakened, will not zo so sleep again. MK stated

wnen he was a young boy fourteen years old he looked directly into

jin anot, and that this pnenomena in the sky is the closest thing he

143 seen to tae sun gapot, WMO s+ ab20 that looking into that sun spot
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GUIDE TO INVESTIGATION

Incident Mo.

1. Date of Observation 7 Aral i9h9 Date of Intarview is)

- Exact time of observation (local) 15 ost

5. Place of Observation: Des Moines, Iowa

(Map Coordinates)

4. Position of observer (air, car, bldg, location of - give detuils:

Observer was in 2d floor, south-west bedroom, frase house, (bject was west
South west of him and he observed it fom the east.

5. Wheat attracted attention to object: T was awakenedby a piercing lightshining “ rrongh non-transparent, blinds(greea). It was lighter than day.
6, Number of gb « scts and skstch of formation or erouping:

(ne osake See séstch attached)

7. Apparent size (compare.to known object, 1.2., sun, moon, thumdo

or fist at arms lenath): It was twice the size of a f211 moon.

8. Color of object: Neddish, yellow and purple, that is, the upper }/5's.

9. Shape (give graphic description - compare with known object):

it resembled the scoop that is used by grocery men in Scooping sugar. ~

10. Altitude (Anel sf slevation above horizon - 09 at horizon,

90° overhead): angle approximately 30 degrees and 350 #eet.

il. Direction from cbserver (Angles clockwise from North):
When first secn? West south west When last s¢sn? Worth north west

12. Distance from observer (Distanos to town, bldg, etc., over
which oMject appeared to be): Approximately 200 feet from obs¥erver

‘ /

13, Direction of flight of object (s): North

14, Time in sight: 12 Minutes; went behind chimmey of neighbor's house. TI did
nod go down stairs to follow it, e -

Dis Velopity {time to cover given sncular distare
35 degree angle and took 12 minutes,

and odors

nd and ode

insre was no sound or oder

e IED

i



17. Trail (color, length, width, persistance, ete.) *No"érail, ne
4

color, length about h" over 2 feet, width, less than 2 feet. ne
18. Luminosity (visible by reflection, incandescence, other = de-

cegree of brilliance): Brightest thing I have ever seen. .incandescence,

19. Projections (fins, wings, rods, antennae, canopies, etc.):i

No projections-~steady flight, perfect control.

20. Maneuvers (turns, climbs, dives, etc. = sketch of flight path):

No maneugers of any kind--straignt flight and disappeared behind neighbor's
chimney.

21. Manner of disappearances:

around roof om neighbors house and behind the chimmney.

2. Effect on clouds: None—not determinable.

25. Additional informationcancerning object:

te . 2 + ~ aicrk an .

24. Weather conditions and light at time of sistting:

No adverse weataer conditions and no light at time of sighting.

fame and address of observer?
Lr. iia, SRGMNMERE Des voines, Iowa

Occunati nd hobbies:ccupation a

astired, former, Farmer, Insurenceman Hobbies; Politics
: Teacher, RR Msil Service

gator relative to intellnts of /Inté Liigen . Seam

rver (Check neizhbors, police dept., FSI records, employer,etc):

This weiter believes this to be publicity stunk which didn't materialize. Subject
/ is fairly intelligent but lacks ambition for doing anything constructive. He is
approximately 65 years of age and hes no outside interests or within the home, He
has read numerous articles on arial phenomena and is more or less intrigued by them.
He has much time to do about nothing. He is. shabbly dressed and gener=\ly unkept.
His reasoning has been easily changed to conform to this writers opinion, and
“would readily change his to conform to what was correct.

and character of

Did observer-wear glasses, especially polaroid glasses at time el

sighting, or»was object viewed through canopy, window, or other trans-

parent material? No glasses were used and object was observed through window
pene



radars now operating on ground

a. Observations of direction, rance, speed, altitude and size

of target:
Not apolicable none in area

b. Did target execute any turns? If so,

and what radius of tum. If radius

vable, how long did the target say in th 3 LS

its speed? |

‘ Not applicable

|

i

Not applicable

2. If alrbourne, wien object was sighted

Not applicable |

a. Were there any radar indications or extra noise on radio cir-

cults: :
pie Not applicable

Ds Give estimatas of size, speed, maneuvers, GC. ?

av applicable

l.. Teletype sequences. of lecal weather conditions:
a? 0409, 7 april 19h9, Des Moines, Iowa, U. S. Court House

Gelling; 25,000", thin broken clouds, lower thin scattered clouds, 12,000',
Visibility; 12 miles, surface winds, wsw 03 knots, Bargmeteric Press: 29.89.

2. Winds aloft reports, /
AT 0300, 7 April 1949, Des Moines, Iowa, Airport Weather Station.
Surface: from 320 at 03 Imots
2000" : 310 Le
3000 ° 300-15
1000 300 19
5000 300 2h
e000 3990 28 if
70 3007 aor
8000 300: 32
3000 * 31 35
LOCO 310 38a
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