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PROJECT 10073 RECORD
eer.

1. DATE + TimE GROUP

| 26 June 49 26/05052z
23. SOURCE

3

2. LOCATION

Yaw, Penns, vania, 04, o

10. CONCLUSION

Civilian _ Astro (FIREBALL)

(4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS , ; -
r Olivier, Director, Flower Observatory and Dri Purves, Executiv:

irector, American Institute of Architects observed object and

EFS AND ANALYSIS

Observer noticed an exceptionally large meteor, The object
appeared as a blue-green "moon" and was estimated between 1/ Pe
and 2/3 of the size of the diameter of the moon. It appeared:

5 deg below the star Altair in the bend of the handle of the |
Big Dipper. The object moved in Southerly direction through |

about 20 deg of arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds and disappeared behiinc
akica roof of a houxse. Unlike the usual fireball, the appearance
was not accompanied by a hissing sound nor was it followed by] |

any thunder sound, It was not followed by any lighted trail.

5. LENGTH OF OGSERVATION

{ 3-3 1/2 Seconds

{ 6. TYPE OF O8SERVATION

Ground-Visual

*7, COURSE

Southerly

'3. PHOTOS

'9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

‘

O Yes

CoiNo

FORM
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE . \
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE

UNLNOVW SU WJECT(S)

(aeriaal Fhenomena)

CHARACTER | Bais z

REFERENCE ~

ie Cy LA
ih aban sr ose =

FILE NO. DATE aad

_— _TMO

ROPORT MADE BY

Le wri. do.

REPORT MADE AT AON MNES
WO 73, ACl2 S Camron ot, Uarrdis’z ole

Y 2a coeaGcas ag NS tai

13,14 gens 21,22,2!: Cot 1.9

| OFFICE OFORIGIN DR eiercaaae

| ue iw T9 Kirt and A ’ Poa

STATUS _ Taby Be MEA amore Ke
| UC

SYNOPSIS

Investi-;etion requested by District Cormander, l/th CoT

District, Kirtland AT, Net's, lt Aug 1949. iY. S°ArocN
PANRINGSR, Treasurer, Curtis “uhlishinse JO6y rhiladelpte,

Fa., interviewed and formal statement obtained revarding

Subject. Files revealed Sunday, 26 June 15):9 edition,

"The Phileselpnia Inquirer", Phila: re@lphia, Pa. carrisd
arti recardim: Subject Fhenorena.

».pirector, Flower Os-rvatorr, Up

advised "aerial Thenorena was a firetall.
receipt of letters pertainins to Subject incicent._ Dr.

RRP: , Executive Director, Arerican Institute 627
“Architects, observed Subject Fhanorena and sificd it

as a fireball. ‘r. and irs. Aug , , oon]

“shohocken, F ubstantiated in detail stateren*t civen

SOWNGRADED AT3 VEN TNTERVATS:
DECLASSIFIED nf > YEARS.

DOD Dik e-vy.te

DISTRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP

DO 17, Kirtland AFB

(Action a Inee

, ()) te11s) |
CG, ALC, \i/P ATR, Day-

ton, Chio(4 Incls) 2

DO #5, W/PAF2 (Inf 1
#3, W test

7 Incls) 2
APPROVED

File

ICHALL

AFHQ FORM

15 JAN 49

Major, USAT

O-208 Replaces AFCSI Form 4, 25 Jul 48, which may De used,

7 Y a
G. FRISCH

ONC* wr ee
ri manider.

16—57744-1 U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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File 2-25
UNCL.. SiFiED

DETAILS:

1. This investi-ation was predicated upon receirt of letter from

District Comrander, © #17, Kirtland 4°78, dtated 18 Aucust 19,9, subjsct:
UNEYO'N SUBJTCT(S) (Aerial Phenomena), requesting pertinent informat’on

in reference to the attached cory of letter from TM« _ ee. then

Vice Fresident, Pennsylvania Corrany, Phila, to Dr. LINCOLN LafaZ. Unie

versity of Vexico, d2ted @ Aurust 1919, in reference to aerial rhenomena

Sighted 26 June 1949 at Media, Pa.

AT FHILADELPHTA, FA.

2. On lk September 199 Lr. SRRMROMINGRAReeepesurer, Curtis

Publishing Co, Independence Square, Fhila, Pa., and member of Arerican

Yeteor Society, was iriterviewed at the 32 District OSI Detachment. A

formal statement was signed by ng on 21 Oct |S to include

additional details of the aerial vhenomena and is attached as an inclosur:.

3. Files of "The Philadelphia Incuirer" were exarined on 22 Cctc

19l,9 and revealed that article titled "!‘eteor Soars Over Phtlac hie gy
and ixplodes", was contained therein in the Sunday, 26 June 1949 edition.

AT UFPSR DARBY, PA.

‘he. 
On 22 Cetober 199 7° 

Director, School of

Astronomy, University of PennsyIvania, for the past twenty-eight (2%) years;

Director,. Flower Observatory, Upper Darby, Fa.; and President, American

Meteor Society; as interviewed at the Flower Cbservatory and stated that

with the information gathered he was very sure in his own mind that the

aerial phenomena seen on the night of 26 June 1949 was a firehall. The

director stated that reports coming to him revealed that the fire}all

appeared 5° below the star Alcor an? aprroxima’,ely in the middle of the Pig
Dipper, the diameter of the object boing 1/ of a degree. During course cf
interview with Dr. CLIVIER it was learned that he was in receipt of other

letters pertainins to this incident. Covies of these letters are attached

as inclosures. Dr. OLIVISR is the Consulting Astronomer for the Hydrerrarchic

Department of the U. S. Navy, and for a number of years all irrecularities
in meteor forms have been forwarded to the observatory director‘or analysis.

Dr OLIVIER stated that he handles approximately 15,000 reports per year.

AT MEDIA, PA.

~ Se It was learned through Mrs » Flum Creek Road, ledia,
Pa., on 2) October 1949, that Mr =xecutive Director, American

Institute of Archit _was on an extended trip and that it yould be best

to contact lr. a letter to ashington, 3. C. In ir. SEI re ply

ONC 2eciFlED
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ennac cusmsssesonesnunmmnems nianencurunuun macs issn anit hit ta nn

i 26 October 1949, he stated that he and his wife were presont with Ir.

Mrs. SQERNPat their home in Media, Pa., sitting ovtdoors when the
inebsli appeared. Although notfamiliar vith astronomical phenomena,
@@GGP unh=sitantly classified the object as a fireball. It was scen for
approximately four (/:) to five (5) seconds and arpeare’ to be, in are

about equal to a full moon seen at the Zenith and not at the horizon [t

was very bright being slichtly creen in color; moving very fast; appesarin
to follow a curved course; civins off smaller pieces of licht in the same

manner as a sky rocket. The ridge of the house obstructed the vicw malting

it impossible to see whether or not the object retained its brilliance

until it struck the earth. The object distinctly lit up th- Beta side
d

and eraia not recall that therewas any scund whatsoever. lr, Cayae

stated he would guess the object was probably fifty (50) mite away. This
letter is being-retained in files of 3d District CSI.

Pile 2-25

AT CONSHOHOCKIN, PA.

6. W€r. and ir, <TR art. were interviewed on 21 Octcher
199 and substantiated in detai € Statement given by !a

Inclosures:

FOR DISTRICT OFFICES NO. 17, KIRTLA"D ATM3pa ORS ES a Pt

1. Statement of —pppmemPMl, gated 21 October 19/9, at Fhiladel-
phia, Pa.

2. True copy of letter from EE :. :: Dr. ATE:

Franiclin Institute, Phila, Pa.. date une LOLO.

3. True copy of letter ro J __.° De. Ze Re 2200,
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., u

lh. True copy of letter from penne. or. I. Mi. LOVITT, Franke
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 19)9.

FCR He, OSI

1. Statement otecated 21 October 19:9, at Philadel-

2. True copy of letter fro

phia, Pa.

eam Dr. I. i. LevITT,
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., dat une 1919.

3. True copy of letter from Sas, Dr. I. M. LEVITT,
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., unddted.
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- ncaiClED File 2!,-25

l. True copy of letter from fiiUMMMMMMpbo.DR. I. i. LOVITT,

Tran’ lin Institute, Fhila, ia., dated 27 June 19)9. '

TOR CG, AMO, WYP APB. DAYTON

1. Statement ofr, dated A Cctober 1949, at Vhila ‘ol-
phia, Fa.

2. True copy of letter *=M—VAMIMINRRRRe benSe TL eyIT?,
Fran':lin Institute, Phila, fa., dated 27 June 191)9.

3. True copy of letter £ eRe i. LvVITr,

Franiclin Institute, Fhila, Fa., undated.

lh. True copy of letter ggg BM. LSVITT, Franke
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., date@ 27 June 199.

uc sD fit? + /t :

HIO, ATINs “CIAXC=

FCR DO

1. Sta ement of

phia, Pa.

at FPhilacel-

2. True cory of letter}

Franklin Institute, Phila, Fa.,

3. True copy of letter Poe neanetiniaiibititaianin “ad DR. I. t’. Levitt,
Fran«lin Institute, Phila, Pa., unda‘ed.

h, True cory of letter GqypihiiiiMMS Dr. I. 1. LiVITT, Frank
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 1949.

FOR DC #3, 1612 S. CAM RCT T,. PARRISSUNG
~

~

wag FA.

1. Statement keiaagaics 21 October 1949, at Priladel-
phia, Fa.

2. True copy of letter Be vererceceemay ceed DOr. I. Lt. LEVITT,
Frenklin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated 27 June 1919.

3. ‘True copy of letter from i 7 aseeileeeensiiaelaie ia x. LIVITT,
Franklin Institute, Fhila, Fa., undated.

4. True copy of letter e399) ATP Pa LeVITT,
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., dated June 1919.

5. Letter PSE in nna oe email Director, The American
Instituteof Architects, New York Avenue, NW, Vashineton 6, D.C.,

dated 26 October 199.

ONCLASSIFIED

REFERRED UPCN COnTL tien TC THn OFFICE CF ORIGIN

_— oe ae

e
e

 m
a
e

m
e
e
n

+
e
e



| 
S
e
a
R
S
e
s

a

A
mi

4
;
a
a

:

The object appeared as a ont tee smoont and was, I would|

P : A

PHILACELFIUTA, PENNSYEVAIIA

October 21, 19/9

pila Nova, Ponnsylvania, prior to malsins the

. contained in the followings paracrarhs, have Beenadvise? *-

Le 200’. =IST"R, who has identified himself to me as a Special Arent. 0 fice of
Special Investi: ations, USAT, that I do not have to make any statement and thet
any statement I may make may be used against me in a court of lav. I have

alsobeen informed of my rizht to have an attorney. “ith such understaniing.
I make the following stat+2ment of my own free will and accord, ani ‘n no threat

”or fear of runishment and without inducement and promise of im unity or revard.

Cn the night of 26 June, 1949, at aprroxinately 0005 hours, I sighted what
Mee

appeare? to be afirehatrtar txcert!tonally large “meteor)., I was seated on
coed # au aca Leela mir > rose home my wiltoon ae& Sesthe lawn of ry frien, Yr,and frewy

I were visiting, and was looking toward the northwestern sky. There ere no

clouds and visibility was good. The lam is within 20 fect o7 ne Fed a

Reservoir belonging to the Philadelr:ia Suburban “ater Company. ’

of the Purves house. It is about 20 feet above the Reservoir.

t _ 2

+e
) 9 +

Stivate, between
nib

1/2 and 2/3of the size ofthediameterof the. moon. It arreared 5 degrees

below the stsar alisir in the bend of the handle of the Dig Diprer. Unlike
the uStal fireball, it did not appsar as a streak, or light steadily¢rowin-
brighter, but at the full size. ‘here was no question of any confusion with
the moon or a planet, as it was many times larger than any planet, 2nd as,
of course, the moon or a planet could not be in this direction.

The object moved in.a southerly direction through about 20 degrees ct i

3 to 3 1/2 seconds, and disappeared behind the’ roof of the Furves “hows. I
7was also seen b: lir. and wh ig my wife, who looked arovni. only

Saw a bluish green glow above the hil], wi ich blocked the no to the Vest.
Unlike the usual fireball. the aprearance was not accompanied bv a hissing

sovnd nor was it followed by any thunder sounds. It w-s not followed by any

‘lighted trail.

As to its actual size, height or speec, I can make no statement, as, cf couxce,

any one of these factors would be dependent on the other. ‘s noted above,
its diameter was about 1/2" of are and it moved threugh about 20 degrees of
are in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds. Calculating very roughly, if it was 50 miles
away, the altitude would be about 20 miles and the speed about 7 miles a seccnd;
if: the distance was greater, both altitude and speed would also be greater,

and the reverse woul apply if it was nearer. It was about30 decrees above

the horizon when it a» peared and about 15 degrees when it disapeared behind

the house. ‘

As noted above, it was a circular disc and there was no sign of any exhaust.

I have never previously seen a large fireball and was somewhat surprised -that

it was not blinding, but gave out a little less light than the full moon.

esrSee z
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‘Philadelphia, Pa. @ 6

Its path was entirely regular, with no chanse of course or spesc

no variation in the amount of licht or any "blinking". No rote

have been ovserved as no features of the dise vere visible,

1 rg ght he saw it leave behind some red spari:s, but neither t'rs.
Purves or I saw these.

Wy friend, Irs. I « crests irae. some cuests, from their lawn at
Conshohocken, *en mil2s north of Tedia, at about the same time of the nicht,

4saw what vas undoubtedly the same object, traveling, they think, “rer northvest

to southeast. They at first thought it was a rocket and then realized tha! it

was a meteor.

I reportei the sighting promptly to The Franklin Institute, ho “urrish:d an

account which was published in the late edition of the Sunday Pulletin on 26

June, 1949. Tne following day I wrote to Dr. f the University of
Pennsylvania !a tr Observatory at Swarthmore, and ;ave them a

detailed account o” the chenomenon. I sént copies cf this letter to dr.
Lincoln LaPaz, iibabeed of th: Institute of Neteoritics, Universityof ‘ew
Mexico, Los Alamos, New lfexico, anid also to Dr. Freierick S. Leonard, “ronomer,

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California.

Dr. Olivier is Fresident of the American Meteor Soci2ty and as such collects
accounts of all meteors. He tells me that he has not obtained enovrch other

accoun's to enable him to trace the actual course of the object »y triangulstion.

Dr. LaPaz wrote me a series cf questions about the phenemencn, which T have
answered, and I understand that the Office of Snscial Investiraticns, USAT, has

a copy of this answer.

I have read this statement, which consists of two pages. I have signed this

statement and initialed all corrections. This statement is the ‘ruth to the

best of my knowledge and belief. and I have given it freely and voluntarily

Witness:

s/ Eucene L. Zechreister

e 20H. opm ykah, Ss imWw



Y 3503 Race Street

Phila };, Fa.
. June 27, 19:9

Fran’lin —
Fhiladelrphia, Fa,

Dear Sir:

I am sending you my observationof what arreared to be a

meteor of a very bricht intensity “hich I otserved while sitting

in my back yard on Sat. night. ‘The time vas anproxima*el

midnight. The duration of visibilit: for me was very snort,

probably no more than 2 to 3 seconds as it disappeared from view .

behind a house to the west of me. The color “as a bright blue

and the intensity was enovch to lisht up the area around us

as if a Fourth of July Pocket hac cone off several tiunidred feet

in the air. The duration of fall - it seemed to come from tho

area in the vicinity of the handle of the Big Diprer and fall

to the southwest. I was facing north ani when it disar-eared

from my view it was alrost straisht northwest of me. ‘The

angle seemed to be a perfect circle. N

hn
I hope my very amateur observations ray he of some help

to you.

Respectfully yours,

A TRUS CCPYs | <deafulmmammmaianayasian,
—
_
—
—
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i,OTSE La tuaat : Bo : none cc ors eB nere as ry oe eee

f 4%. bm 34 . aee bo £ 4+ ag a ._ =
of the metrorite seen om the night of June 23.

a, 3 ; $ — ; O.2°" —~,re of the time, but it -vas aroun’ 12:35. The

: snusualy larse and unmevally Sricht - at

as the Mill moen. iI sa7 it in the western sit -

-‘ e/ . Vee 7 wv a - Pt Ps

2 ge a anh m wt ek & , +. ae
41recticn vas not Trocm eicht to ‘elt but fre

ail. os » ae 3 A
‘ north est tover: southwest

a “ & 4% - ’ i ’ a | ian nos, a
I saw it thr-uch tress anid can not “ell the lensth of

eo <¢ i + i we . -1 att a mm eves’ ; aits visible travel. [It wes visihle to vs fer rerhaps a seceni

Thysically it :sas large primaril:, «hile with a rathor

short thick trail that ha.’ definita eegi oy A sort cf
5 parallel trail, thinner, was definitely red and yellow.

~

on o 3 & £4 oe ° ) . one a » ier
} I would say that its anzle with the horison “as <rout 45°,

q T viovla be interested tn hearin: :$* 4t Landed and hes *c7n

Aiscovercd.
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Mrs, “sther E. Kine of Aldin Far': Manor tole mo “hat
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a
. " “9 o P a

she has been in toveh with the Tlanetortum an

mould like to have a r2vort of what I sav in *

shortly after miinicht caturdaz aight, June 25t
‘ -

ee 2 5 -~ % a $ oo eaeer
ani I were sittinz en the sters in front of. ry

1125 Somerville ava (Lozan) an? i vas facinz *
1125 ave (Locan) anc’ 1 sas ze ;

.- e «7 3 Ss at

As vio talked, my attenticn «as svdienls caught

fire sweeping acress the western sky. I+ meved
at ieee on 4 Siu, stantiane aan

north, turncd south, in a line slanting earth :
$ 4 re - A - +

raridly as a shooting star, but at a spsed that
4 ~ +, 2 y nr . 2

r six second to coserve it efore it dro~ped
“ae 5s ~l- oF - ne het

as a very bricht flamincs ball, rede
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treared a ‘vide firey rath which
> " s on

adth until it tarered away. ‘The
- - Ws oo Yo

prear to be high in the sly és

aftersards nassed overhesd.

sv lay which: took place less thanee i ee wi’

after micnisht.
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 5D 2h-21

SUBJECT:

TOs:

| 1.

~~ «©

wir,

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE :

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

5D-0S1/fmn

THE INGPLOCTOR GiNEtRAL. USAT

STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. DAYTON, OHIU

26 November 199

PROJECT GH DGE

SPECIAL IIRUIRY

Commanding Gensral

Air Liateriel Conmand

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: MCIAXS

The attached report of investigation by Speciel Agent EUGENE

L. ZECHMEISTER, DO #3, dated 22 November 1949, is forwarded for your
. information and any action deemed necessary.

2e
office.
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AIR FORCE-WPAFB-L-26 NOV 49 15M

R/I dtd 22 Nov 49

(in dup)

This investigation was not reqested by nor through this

JAMES F. X. O'CONNELL

Lt Colonel, USAF

District Commander

iN Als;


