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‘1. DAYE - TIAE GROUP
| 26 June 49 26/05052
:3. SOURCE

? Civilian

'4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

} One

5. LENGTH OF OGSERVATION

'\ 3 = 3 1/2 Seconds
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Grourd-Visual
7. COURSE

! Southerly
‘3. PHOTOS

p
: O Yes

f CyNo

59. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
t

O Yes

Geto
FORM

PROJECT 10073 RECORD
2. LOCATION X i

E==="tew; Penns, vania, ©h /o *

10. CONCLUSION
~ Astro (FIREBALL)

Dr Olivier, Director, Flower Observatory and Dri Purves, Executiv:
1rector, American Institute of Architects observed object and |

SBRIEF S RV AND ANALYSIS i

Observer noticed an exceptionally large meteor. The object
appeared as a blue-green "moon" and was estimated between 1/ 2
and 2/3 of the size of the diamoter of the moon. It ap; Seared.

5 deg below the star Altair in the bend of the handle of th:

Big Dipper. The object moved in Southerly directicn througn |
about 20 deg of arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds and disappeared be.n‘:..nc
atdca roof of a houxse. Unlike the usual fireball, the appearuncc
was not accompanied by a hissing sound nor was it followed by] !
any thunder sound, It was not followed by any lighted trail.
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DETAILS:

le This investi-ation was rredicatcd uron receirt oft letter [rem
District Comrander, DC #17, Kirtland 4"B, dtated 18 Auvcust 12,0, suhj:ct:
CHIO SURJCT(S) (Aerial Fhenomena), requesting pertinent inforrat’on
in reference to the attached cory of letter {rom N - o ren
Vice Fresident, Pennsylvania Corrany, 'nila, to Dr. LINCCIN Lal'iZ. Uni=-
versity of lexico, dz*ed & Aurust 19,9, in reference tc aerial rhenomena
sighted 2€ June 199 at }Media, Fa.

AT FHILADELPHIA, FA.

2. On 1l September 1249 lir. NRANENIENENRNARRsulgpacurer, Curtis

Publishing Co, Inderendence Square, Fhila, Fa., and member of American
Veteor Society, was interviewed at the 32 District C3I Detachment, A
formal statement was signed by 1 on 21 Cct /;© to include
additional details of the aerial rhenomena and is attached as an inclosurs=,

2, Files of "The Fhiladelrhia Incuirer" were exarined on 22 Cctc
19,9 and reveelad that article titled "''eotecor Soars Qver fhlla-elsﬁla
and Txplodes", was contained therein in the Sunday, 26 June 19,47 >dition,

AT UXP=R DARDY, FA.

L. On 22 Cctober 1949 DI‘N Director, 3chool of
Astronomy, University of Fennsylvania, for the past twenty-eicht (22) years;

Director,. Flower Observatory, Upper Darby, Fa.; and Prezsident, Am=rican
Meteor Society; was interviewed at the Ilower Chservatory and stated that
with the information gathered he was very sure in his own mind that the
aerial phenomena seen on the night of 2€ June 19L9Q was a firehall, The
director stated that reports coming to him revealed that the firehall
appeared 5° below the star Alcor an” ap:roylma elv in the middle of the Rig
Dipper, the diameter of the object b ing 1/L of a degree. During course cf
interview with Dr. CLIVIER it was learned that he was in receipt o’ other
letters pertaining to this incident. Co-ies of these letters arf attached
as inclosures. Dr. OLIVISR is the Consulting Astronomer for the !lydreorrarhi
Department of the U, S. Navy, and for a number of yesars all irre;..larlt:.e..;
in meteor forms have been forwarded to the observatery director “or analysis.
Dr OLIVI“F stated that he handles arrroximately 15,000 reports per y=ar.

AT VSDIA, PA,
' 5, It was learned through Mrs , Flum Creek Road, l=dia,
Pa., on 2, Cctober 1949, that Mr <xecutive Director, American

Institute of Archit
to contact lr.

~was on an extended trip and that it
a letter to .Jashington, J. C. In lr.

ould be hest
b‘re ply

e »~eiFIED .
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of 26 October 19,9, he stated that he and his wife were precont with I,
and Mrs. NEEWIWat their home in edia, Pa.., sitting ovtdoors vhen the
fireball arpeared. Although not familiar with astronomical phenenmena,
_— - sitantly ClaSS.Lfl*"-‘d the otj2ct as a fireball, It was scen lor
aprroxima‘tely four (/) to five (5) seconds and arrgeare’d to be, in rife,
abcut eqvhl to a full moon seen at thz Zzenitih and not at the herizon [
was very tright being slightly green in color; moving very fast; appearing
to follow 2 curved course; civing off smaller rieces of licht in the same
manner as a sky rocket. The ridge of the house obstructed the vi-w mal-in;:
it impossible to see whether or not the object retained its brilliarce
until it struck the earth. The object distinctly lit up th- ccuntry side

¥
L%

and NI Sid not recall that there was anv socund whatsosver. L. <Siiiipns

‘.i‘

stated he would guess the object was probably fifty (50) miles away. This
letter is being+ retained in files of 3d District CSI.

4
A U

AT CCNSHOMOCKIN, PA,

6. Ir. and ms.m. were interviewsd on 21 Octcrer
10/,9 and substantiated in detai e statement given by I*Tr.'

Inclosures:

FOR DISTRICT OTFICE NO. 17, KIRTLAD ATR

1. Statement of ESENEIPM® i.tcq 21 October 1910, at Thiladel-

phia, Pa.

2. True copy of letter from Wto Dr. m
“ranlzlin Institute, Fhila, Pa.. date une 1949,

3. True copy of letter frorr“to Dr. I. X. LIVITT,
Franklin Institute, T'hila, Pa., u

L. True copy of letter frcm ZNENNNGPANNENN. Or. I. . L°VITT, Frank-

lin Institute, Phila, Pa,, dated 27 Junz 19/9.

FCR He, CSI

1. Statement oSNNI ated 21 October 1019, at Thiladel-

phia, Pa.

2. True copy of letter frcmo Dr. I. ¥, LEVITT,
Fpanllin Institute, Phila, Pa., daf une 19.9.

3. True copy of letter frem mm Dr. I. ¥. LEVITT,
Franklin Institute, Phila, Pa., unddted.

“NCLE‘::C IFIED

E. L3 - - -

e

e e E .
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“JNCI......;’L : :iF\E-
L. True copy of letter f‘romw abR. 1. M. LIVITT,

Fran lin Institute, Fhila, i-a., dated 27 June 19!9. |

TOR CG 3 ;d:c ".?7? _{L—-q R i j-;l. 1! 1-1;:* :1

1. Statement ofgNNNNENNGNGNEEER: c:tcd 23 Cctober 1942, a2t Thila '21-

rhia, Fa.

2. True copy of le“ter MEUMEEENINEDSIIENGIEERSN -

'ran’:lin Institute, Fhila, ra., dated 27 June 19,9

ITO . AT
A & e . , - - - -

T CIAXC
L I ; ! —
S T

- 0, b 2 :
ad s @ hd o « &9

wl- e LiVITT,
, undated.

L. True copy of letter M e LUVITT, Frange=
lin Institute, Phila, Pa., date@ 27 June 19.9.

FCR DO #5, 7/P ATB, DAYTCYM, OFIC

3. True copy of latter £
Fran!:lin Institute, rhila, la.

-

l, Sta ement of
rhla, ra.

jted 21 Cctober 19,9, at Thriladel-

2. True cory of letter
“ranklin Institute, Phila, Fa.,

3. True cory of letter (rcc JNnMeINNNNENNNNNEY - [. . LVIT,

Fran'-lin Institute, rnila, Fa., undaed.

L. True cory of letter -GusidiiniiiRRINNNGS D-. 1. . L VITT, Freni-

lin Institute, Fhila, Pa., dated 27 June 19.9.

:'\, —— s :--rr-rp-r—-lm
Jrlr LS &l L,'-f..'.ll.’

FOR DC #3, 1612 S. CAMRCY 3T, WARRISEULG, FA.

B Sta*ementmged 21 Cctober 1949, at FPhiladel-

phia, ra.

2. True ccoy of letter f rMo or. 1. L. LVITT,
Franklin Institute, Fhila, Pa., dated 27 June 19.9.

3. True copy of letter from MQWI. ¥, LIVITT,
Franklin Ipstitute. Thila, Fa., undatad.

," ‘ir
_, ."“' i

June 19/9G.,

5. Letter Wtive Director, The American
Institute of Architects, llew York Avenue, NW, Jashington 6, D.C.,

dated 26 October 19.9.
- ONCLAZSIFIED

REFERRED UPCN CCITLTICY TC TED CFTFICE CF ORIGIN

¥

., True copy of letter '
Franklin Institute, Phila, l'a., dated

e

xeM. LIVITT,

b ond

— * et ey B ¥ A

P R
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PHILATELFIITA, PENNSYLVAI'IA

October 21, 1210

skla lova, I'~nnsrlvania, prior to malidins ths
orene containod in the folloving para~rarhs, have UYeen advise” Y . |
L. 27°CIEIST R, who has identifi>d himself to m2 a3 a opecial Apent., Cfice i

Special Investi-ations, USAF, that 1 do notl have to make any sta‘ement and ti-t
any statement I may malte may ve used apgainct me in a court ol law. I have

also bean informed of'my'right tc have an attorney. “~1th such unu:ru%af ng.

I malke the follewing stat=2ment of my own free will and accord, ani n rnc threcat

o

or fear of punishmen+ and without inducem2nt and rromise of i~ unity or rovard,

Cn the might of 26 June, 199, at arrroxina‘tely 0005 hours, I sighted what
arrveare® to be 5‘?Tr~huii*f&ﬁ“txcaﬂhlo'gllv 13rréfﬁl£79§) I mas seated on
the lawn of ry friends, Xr. and I'rs, o ose home my wife ani
I were visiting, and was looking toward the northwestern sky. “h?vﬁ Mare No
clouds and visibility was good. Th2 la.m is within 20 feet of thz 1'2dia
Reservoir belonging to the Philadelriiia Suburban Tater Company. 207 3o

of the Purvss house. It is about 20 feet ahove the Reservoir,

""he objzct apneared as a blue=g7r2en "r“on" anﬁ was, 1 vouli 2sti-ate, hetwzen
1/2 and 9/3 of the si 2 of fhe diamaiar ¢ hemmggn It 2 ?ar;d 5 degrnes
below the star Al‘air in the bend of +he han le of the Ei D pzer., Unlike
the ustal fireball, it did no: appzar as a streak, or llfht teadily prowin-

brizhter, hut at the full size. "T™here was no quﬁstlcn of anv confision with

the moon or a planet, as it was many times larger than any planet, 2nd as,

of course, the moon or a planet could not be in this direction.

The object moved In. a southerly direction *hrough about 27 degpreass cf 1

3 to 3 1/2 seconds, and disapppared behind the rcof of the :L“V°" hCLSu. 1
b

was also seen by l'. and I.'Lr'a?but my wife, who lockad arcundi. ~only
saw a bluish green glow above the hil]l, w'ich blocked the view to th»2 .‘est.

Unlike the usual fireball. th= aprearance was not accompanied b a hicsing
sovnd nor was it followed by any thunder sounds. It w=s not followed by any

‘1lighted trail.

As to its actual size, height or speod I can make no staiement, as, cl cource,
any one of these factors would be dependent on the other., ’s no*pd above,
its diameter was about 1/2" of arc and it moved thrcugh about 20 degress of
arc in 3 to 3 1/2 seconds. Calculating very roughly, if it was 50 miles
away, the altitude would be about 20 riles and the speed about 7 milss a seccnd;
if- the distance was pgreater, both altitude and speced would also hbe greater,
and the reverse wouldl aprly if it was nearer. It was about 20 derrees ahove
the horizon when it a- pﬂarﬂd and about 15 degrees when it disap-eared behind
the house. .

As noted above, it was a circular disc and there was no sipn of any exhaust.
I have never previously seen a large fireball and was somewhat surprised .that
it was not blinding, but gave out a little less light than the full moon.

B - Bleeyyapias
Spe r .
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Its path was entirely regvlar, with no chance of COU“M or
no variation in the amount of licrht or any "blinking! Mo
have been o.'served as no features o the disc rere v si‘]n

I'r.61‘ght he saw 1t leave tehind some rod spari:s, lut neither i'rs,

Jurvas or I zaw these,

Yy friend, Ilrs, AHnd some mu2sts, from their lawvn at
Conshohocken, *‘eon mil2s north oi [2dla, at about the sarme time of the nicht,

saw what was undoubtadly the same obj2ect, traveling, they think, Trem northicst
to southeast. They at first thought 1t was a rccket and then realized
was a meteor,

I revorted the sichtingz *romptl" v0 The Franklin Institute, ~ho “urnish:d an
account which was published in the late edition of the uud ay Pulletin on 2¢
June, 19,9, Tre following day I wrote to Dr. L th2 Unlversity of
Pennsylvania ! lo":nr Chservatory at Svrarthmore, :‘""f“"""j vania, and ave them a

detail~d account o.” the thﬁnomenon. I sént copies cf this letter to Jr.
Lincoln LaPaz, Director of th: Institute o leteoritics, University cf !'aw
Vexico, Los Alamos, lew llexico, 2nd also to Dr. I'reierick 5. Loonard, Astronomer,

University of Souvuthern California, Los Angeles, Califormia.

Dr. Olivier is Fresident of the American l2teor Sociz2ty and as such collz=cts
accounts of all meteors. He tells me thnat he has not obtained 2nouh other
accoun’s ¢o0 enable him to trace ths actual ccurse of the ohj=2ect “v triangulation.,
Dr. lLaPaz wrote me a series cf questions about the phencmencn, which T have

answered, and I understand that the Cffice of Sr:cial Investiraticns, UZA™, has
a copyv of this answer. il

I have read this statement, which consists of two pages. I have signed this

staterent and initialed all correcticn:, This statement is tho “mth to the
best of my knowledge and “elief. and I have given it freely and wveluntarils

- ' S ———

7Y ° uuC[ .JJ.JT ..eR, S A.
Philadelphia, Pa. o




) 4 2503 Race Str-et

Fhila h.

. June 27, 19'0

Franlin Inst!!ute

Fhiladelrhia, Fa.

Dear 3ir:

I am sending you my observationof vhat anreared to he a
meteor of a very bright intensity which I otserved wnilz sitiing
in my back yard on Sat. night., The time was arproxima‘el
midnight. The dvration of visibilit;” for me was very cnori,

probably nc more than 2 to 3 seconds as it disappeared from view
behind a house to the west of me., The color "as a orisht blue
and the intensity was enourh to lizht up the area around us

as if a Fourth of July Focket hacd sone off several huidrad feet
in the air. The duration of fall = it seccmed to come from th2
area in the vicinity of the handle of the Big Jip-er and fall

to the southwest. I was facing north and when it disar-eared
from my view it was alrost straight northwest of me. The

angle seemed to be a perfect circlsz, N

-

I hore my very amateur observations ray he of some help
to you,

Respectfullj'yours,

A TRUZ CCFY:

I"':
A »
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A ITRS CUFX)

s/ uene L. Z“c‘hneister

-JL.-...JL. - “ L i ’ HA,

. o . L L‘.—-‘- 1 'L - .’ . ;'IHL . .--11 *‘ - 1 .
T saw it thru~h tre=23 an1d eay not 21! ¢112 len:
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- o ~ - !
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vary 4750
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Thysically it 'mas large primaril::, while with
short thilck trail that hal dafinita hlua celer, A sort cf
parailel trail, thinner, was delinitely rod and yellow,
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ghortly al't r'”:i:itht Aturdar n2isht, June 25ta. 8. Kians
an” I mere sitiin~ on the gters in front of my hlouse av

1125 Somarville iva (Loran) an? 1 iwras Jacing ‘omard thf TPEﬁ.
A8 wo talked, my attentlcn ias svdienly ceught bty a ha'l co
fire sweeping zeress the westarn cky. It neved Trom the
north, turn-d scuth, in a line slanting earth ard, not 3
raridlr as a shooting star. hHut at & spzed that yave me Tie
r six oe i @ it Lafore it drovped ehlnc o

Mamin~ »all, red-yold in col-r,
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trees, 1t vas very oricht

an! *ehind i% streared 2 7186 IIrey rit T“‘ch griiually
Ymiched in treadth until it tarered awvay. The hall of
fre did not areayr %o he &S ‘E:.'T;h in the sl'y 28 vizi'2 the

12 Mds 07 a ~lana that shortl: afterrards nassed overhezd,
e seund accorraniod the dis-lay vhich: took plscs lesc than
10 rmimutes after rmicnizsht,

Sincercly rours,

> .

A THU COLYs /5 R

ZUFCQP 1 ?echrﬁistpr
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 5D=CS1/fmn
WASHINGTON
IN REPLY REFER TO: 5D 2}4-21 & November 1914-9
SUBJECT: PROJECT GHJDGE
SPECIAL IIKUIRY
TOs Commanding Generel
Air lateriel Cormend
VWiright-Fatterson Air Force Dase
Dayton, Ohio
ATTN: MCIAXS
l, The attached rerort of investigation by Speclel Agent EUGELIE
L. ZECHILEISTER, DO #3, dated 22 November 1049, is forvarded for your
information and any action deemed necessery.
2, This investigation was not recuested by nor through this
off'ice,
Pk W rrcesll
1l Incl JAMES F, X, O'CONNELL
R/I dtd 22 Nov L9 Lt Colonel, USAF
(in dup) District Commander
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