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OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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STATUS

CLOSED
CHARACTER

PECTAL iQ IRY
REFERENCE

Telephone call, PIO Office, Hq, 15th Air Force, 8 August 1949
SYNOPSIS

Investiseation initiated upon receist of information from ir. Frank R.
Waddell, FIO Section, liq 15Al, that he had been telephonically advised by a
LT, 2s . (qualita, 3.02.4, Manitou Sprincs, ars of the
observation of an unidentified aerial object ap*roximately 209 feet over

e ridze between Cemeron's Cone end Lit 4rthur (approximately 1elé miles west
southvest of Colorado Sprinzs, Colorado). ile sighted the object at 0758

on € Ausust 1949. He was able to observe the object for aporoxinaately three
<<

minutes. =e lost sizht of it when he turned to cell his wife. The object
is described as being belloon shaped md silver in cclor. it appeared to be
one and one half feet in diameter. 1x. QM vas unable to cetemine
the material from which the object was made. There were no manouvers--

the object seeminz to stay in one spot. <xtensive investigation in the

immediate area of sightins and the surrounding area failed to reveal the
object or anyone else who “had seen ite Dre GEORGE &. Vi. LZY, Jr., of

Project GRUDGE(formerly SIGN) at ut Svons, near Idaho Springs, Colorado,

telephonically advised at 0815 hours, © 4Ausust 1949.
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UNCLASSIFIED
DETAILS:

1. This investigation was initiated upon the receipt of informa-
tion from -Ir. Frank R. Waddell, PIO Office, unt Air Force Base, Colorado

Springs, Colorado, who at approximately 0845 hours, 8 August 1949, in-

formed the writer that he had received a telephone call from a iir. gm

Japa 20085, Monitou Springs, Colorado, that he had ob-
served an unidentified aerial object in the vicinity of Cameron's Cone

at approximately 0758 hours 8 August 1949, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

_AT MANITOU SPRINGS, COLORADO

2. At eae we sety 0915 hours 8 August 1949, Mir. —<<—iAngers,

‘ » kanitou Springs, Colorado, was contacted reference

his sighting an unidentified aerial object. ir. @aggpiggmprinformed the

writer that he sighted tho object at 0758 hours (IST) (02582). we ex-

plained that he had been wiping off the clothesline prior to hanging out

clothes, and because they were over his head, it was necessary for him

to look up directly at the ridge between Cameron's Cone and iit. Arthur.

It was at this time that he noticed a light silver colored object approxi-

mately 200 feet above the ridge connecting the aforementioned peaks. The

object seemed to hans in the air in one spot. He estimated its size to be

one and one-half feet in diameter. Ife was able to observe the object for

approximately three minutes, and during the time of his observation, he

turned away to call his wife three different times. The object remained

in the same spot during this action. He turned to call his wife a fourth

time and when he looked for the object again, it had disappeared com-

pletely. He was unable to determine from where it had come. Also he

could not tell the mterial from which the object was constructed. However,

he stated that he felt it was a balloon. There was no smoke, odor, sound,

lights, means of propulsion, means of support (other than it being a bal-

loon), fins, stabilizers or openings on the object. The reason he was

unable to determine any of these factors was due to the distance of the

object from the observer. ‘tie was unable to tell how the object disappeared

because he was not looking at it at the time of its disappearance.

AT COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

Se A check of the weather conditions revealed that ceiling and

. visibility were unlimited between the hours of 0730 and 0830 on 8 Ausust

1949, The winds aloft were as follows: At 10,000 feet, 10 knots per

hour from a northerly direction; 12,000 feet, same; 14,000 feet, 12 to

15 knots per hour froma north northeasterly direction; 16,000 feet, same

from a northeasterly direction; 20,006 feet, 15 knots from an easterly di-

rection. There were no observable celestial phenomena or planets in the

vicinity at that time according to Captain Earl L. Kuehnest, weather Of-

ficer for int Air Force Base.
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4. Description of Terrain. The place of sighting was approxi-

mately one quarter of a mile south of US Highway 24 on the iene
Highway, Vanitou Springs, Colorado. The map coordinates of this

ocation are approximately 38° 47' north latitude and 104° 59' west
longitude. The terrain is extremely mountainous, being in the foot-

hills of the Front Range of the Rocky ‘.ountains. The altitude at the

place of sighting is approximately 6,500 feet and the resion over which

the object was sighted is approximtely 10,500 feet. The writer was

able to observe the ridge between Cameron's Cone and lit. Arthur from

tiie same point from which the object was sighted by lir. @aumMNMRe Des-

pite the fact that this is extremely mountainous country, a clear view

was had of this ridge.

5. The altitude of the object would be approximtely 10,700 feet

above sea level and the observer sighted it at an approximate 50 to 60°

horizontal angle. His position was facing the object at the time of

sighting. |

6. Concerning the observer. lir. dmmumgm@eeis presently unemployed,

having been released from Civil Service on 30 June 1949, due to reduction

in force. He was a pipe fitter at Camp Carson, Colorado. Prior to this

enployment, he was working for the Adland Railroad Company as a track

employee. This employment was terminated due to the closince dowm of the

railroad. iir. ajMiifmm,is 57 years old. It is necessary for him to wear

bi-focal glasses, and he claims to be far sighted, hence the glasses.

He claims that he has never had any trouble with his ability to discern

colors and objects. Interviews were held with friends, former employers

and former fellow employees of lir.sukangiqgmm, anc they coulc throw no

further light on his abilities for observation. The writer was unable to

observe lr g@iiiiee to formulate any opinions of his om. In talking
with his friends, it was ascertained that Lir.@@RMMMNMMMMPis considered to

be a very reliable person. However, it is known that he is a very talk-

ative individual.

7. An extensive investigation was conducted by the writer in an

attempt to locate other individuals who might have observed this object;

however, these attempts met with negative results. further, the writer

personally observed the terrain and talked to individuals who had oppor-

tunity to observe this terrain in their everyday work with the thought

in mind that the object could have possibly been weather equipment and

could have gone dovm in this vicinity. This also met with negative re-

sults. It is known that the US Weather Bureau in Denver very frequently

sends up various types of weather balloons, and inasmuch as the winds

aloft at this time were from the north and northeast, the possibilities

of one of those balloons entering this area are very good.

8. A check of operations at Feterson Field revealed that there were

no aircraft, to their knowledge, in flight at the time of this sighting.
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WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF

STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE GASE, DAYTON, OHIO

iw mercy neren vo: 5D 2)jn21 UNCLASSIFIED 31 August 19)9
SUBJECT: PROJECT GRIDGE

SPECIAL INQUIRY

TOs Commanding General

Air Materiel Command

Wright-Fatterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: LICIAXS

le The attached repart of investigation from DO #1, dated 16
August 1949, is forwarded for your information.

2. This investigation was not requested by or through this office.

wt dtd - Aug 9 eting District Commander
in dup
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