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ROUTING AND RcCORD SHEET AIR MATERIEL COMMAND
Uae this form for inter-office correspondence Use authorized office symbols to designate Place initials of dictator and typist, telephone
_ within headquarters. addressor and addressee. number and location to right of signature.

: Number all comments consecutively. Note warning signal at lower left of form.
Remaining space is sufficient only for

Use entire width of sheet, both sides. proper spacing of typewritten signature. Separate comments by horizontal lines across page.

_ susstct iietallurgical Analysis

FROM DATE COMMENT NO.
ve WCREXM MCIAXS 1

It is requested that the necessary metallurgical analysis be performed on

the attached sample.

(SMSTRELT, JR. ‘ GSS /mt
t Colonel, USA 6=5362

Chief, Technical Analysis Division 2 286

ieee iil St i ad sd de dad elk hs das ies ts is ne te Intellicence_Verartment ai cals ak Wik Nias ak a ‘ee

TO: MCIAXS From MCREXM 2 November 19,9 Comment No. 2

1. The submitted sample was a cast aluminum alloy of ordinary conmmercicl

quality. It was a sand casting, end probably made from a mterial equivalent to

Alcoa 113 alloy. Microscopic investigation revealed the casting to have a consider-

able enmount of scattered porsity. The outer layers of grains were partially

recrystallized indicating that the part was subject to fairly high terperatures

at its surface.

2. <A deposit vhich appeared to be grayish tlack covered both surfaces of the

sample. The deposit on one side was in waves such as vould occur if hot “smke”

gases passed over it at high soeeds. The deposit was gray in color when separated

and powdered. X-ray diffraction methods revealed that it conteined one crysteliine

material, CaCOz, vhile spectrographic tests indicated that the metallic elements

in the deposit were principally Ca, with major amounts of Al, Si and Mig. Corrosion

spots were present at scattered places on the surface.

3. An approximte spectrographio analysis of the base mterial of the casting

was made. The elements found, including ell the trace elements,were:

Al matrix Zn, Sn, kn 0.01 = .10%

Cu 1 - 10% Bi, Ca 0.02 = 0.2%

Fe 0.2 = 1.0% Pb, Ni. 0.05 = 0.5%

Si 1.0 baad 2.0% Ti 0.001 = 0.01%

Mg 0.02 = 0.10% Traces Ga, Be, B, Vy In, Li, Co, Ag, Sb
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FILE NO, DATE

24-24 __|14 Sept 1949
REPORT MADE BY 7 =

LOUIS H. COLEMAN
REPORT MADE AT

SIGHTING OF FLYING DISC DO #9, Barksdale AFB, Lae
(Fragment of Metal found PERIOD ae a hie
on Canal and Bourbon Street | 15, 19, 22 August 1949—
Intersection, New Orleans, lae). OFFICEOF ORIGIN

On 13 August 1949 DO #9, Barksdale AFB, La.
STATUS

CLOSED

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE

CHARACTER

__ SPECIAL INQUIRY =- UNCONVENIIONAL AIRCRAFT
REFERENCE

None. This is an initial report.
SYNOPSIS

On 13 August 1949, at approximately 2145 hours, a metal

object allegedly fell to the pavement at the intersection of
Canal and Bourbon Streets in New Orleans, Louisiana. This

object is pie-shaped apparently of a metal alloy construction.

The exterior is covered with a sooty substance while under-

neath the metal is of a silvery-gray color. Two (2) sides
of the object are rough, indicating that the metal may have
been broken from a larger piece. The rounded edge of the

object is apparently a finished edge. The object varies in
thickness from approximately one-eighth inch (1/8") to one-
half inch 2"). Witnesses to this incident were Patrolman

of the New Orleans City Police, Mr. @ggiaie

Illinois Central Railroad, and Mr. » news

vendor. Buildings in the vicinity of alleged incident were
examined with negative results to determine if the object

fell from a buildings pvatsi

AT 3 year SENS.

DISTRIBUTION

G, AMC, Wright-

Patterson AFB,

ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO

Commanding General

Air Materiel Command|

Dayton, Ohio | Wright-Fatterson AFB

(Action Cy) 2 Dayton, Ohio

Hy OSI 2 |
3d Region Commander 1

DO #5 (Info Cy) 1 een —DO #9, File 1 APPROVED

Lhndbh rd. ered
EDWARD R. FORD aj
Major, USAF UNCLASSIFIE

Distriet Commander.
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DETAILS:

UNCLASSIFIED
AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA:

1. On 15 August 1949, Mr. Ge eee
Street, revealed that he was on duty for the New

Orleans Police Department at approximately 2145 hours, on
13 August 1949, at the intersection of Canal and Bourbon Streets.

At this time, MraQggl? heard a sharp explosion and after a
lapse of five (5) minutes, a whirring sound which ended in the

clattering of a piece of metal to the pavement approximately

ten feet (10') from where Mr. RQMMMMMBR@ was standing. Mr.

“igredid not observe the object until it had struck the
pavement, at which time, he took the object into custcday, and

al e name oi one (1) witness, a Mr. WapORa,of St
jmiiia, Street. According to Mr. SMM there was no
evidence of exhaust or any odor connected witn the objecte

Mr. “MY described the whirring noise which he heard as
similar to a scream. ur. ‘Magee’ checked buildings in the
immediate vicinity to ascertain if the object could have failen

from one (1) of these buildings, but there was no evidence of

such.

Mr. HEM turned this object over to OSI Agents

and the object is now in the custody of 9th OSI headquarters,

Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana.

2. Mr. ies of SEP Street, tutuuer-
for the Illinois Central Railroad,

revealed on 15 August 1949, that on the night of 13 August 1949,

at approximately 2145 hours, he and his wife were sitting in

their car parked at the intersection of Canal and Bourbon Streets.

The automobile was parked approximately four (4) car lengths

from @ place of the impact of the objecte Mr. did not

“observe the object in flight, but did go to the scene as soon as
he heard the clatter of metai on the sidewalk and saw the crowd

begin to gather. According to Mr, the first person who

noted the object was a news vendor ‘at the intersection who wus
identified as RE patie 20°: Mr. “Qe

en da cab driver had observed the incidentrelated that an

and urged the news vendor ontact local newspapers and report

the "flying disc". ur. ii ois stated that the policeman
on duty at the intersection was not aware of the object until

he was called to the scene by a member oi the crowd which gathered.

Mr. did not observe any smoke or fumes in the vicinity of

the pacte

Se On 22 August 1949, Mr. OCDE, .AGe,

Street, identified himself as the news vendor who had first
observed the object wnich struck the pavement on 15 August 1949.
Mr. Q00UUMM was approximately ten (10) to twenty (20) feet from

the point of impact and the object which narrowly missed a

pedestrian. The object came from the air in a south-southwesterly

ini“tng UNCLASSIFIE?
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Details, File 24-24 (continued)

LINC ASSIFIED
direction, although Mr. had previously stated that he
did not see the object until it had struck the pavement. A

number of pedestrians were at the intersection at the time and
@ crowd soon gathered. Members of the crowd urged Mr.

to contact the newspaper and report the "flying disc" and a
member of the crowd called a policeman to the scene. MIe

could offer no further information relative to the

object.

4. Buildings immediately adjacent to the area at which

the object ailegedly fell were examined by OSI Agents on 19

August 1949. It was impossible to locate a source of the

object in any of the buildings inspected.

5. The object which was recovered by Patrolman Wy,

is a plie-shaped object apparently of a metal alloy construction.

The exterior is covered with a sooty substance while under-
neath the metal is of a silvery-gray color. Two (2) sides or

the object are rough, indicating that the metai may have been
broken from a larger piece. The rounded edge of the object

is apparently a finished edge. The object varies in thickness

from approximately one-eighth inch (1/8") to one-half inch

(1/2").

It should be noted that the only positive information

indicating that the object came from the air was from Patrolman
» Which was reported in Paragraph 1 above. Contrary to

atrolman @9MMp’s statement, the two (2) additional witnesses

reported that QMwas not aware of the object until he
was called to the scene from his traffic duties after the dis-

covery of the object. Mr.,@@NMMMBF, news vendor, stated that
he did not see the object until it had struck the pavement

and later stated that it had fallen from the aire

INCLOSURES:

FOR COMMANDING GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT PATERSON

ATR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OHO:
p11 SS er ee 8

Two (2) each photographs, four (4) views of object.

FOR HEADQUARTERS OSI, WASHINGTON, D. C.:

One (1) each of the above listed photographs.

UNCLASSIFIED

CLOSED



2-2);, 9th Dist OSI, 1), Sep Lg UNCLASSIFIED
Subj: Sichting of Flying Dise

JAYA

Heedquarters, 9th District ‘SI (IG), Barksdale AFB, La., 6 October 19),9

2d Ind

TO: Commanding General, Air llateriel Command, Wricht-Patterson AFU, Da:ton,

Chio (ATTENTION: MCIAXS)

Metal fragments mailed under separate cover, this Jate, in accordance

with request in above lst Indorse.ent.

Lmskudo~)
JCEN C. NoLeliloNn

Lt Colonel, USAF

District Comnander

_ bon DIR 5200.10
49° ‘
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

Office of Special Investigations

9th OSI District

IN REPLY REFER TO: 24-24 UNCLASSIFIED Barksdale AFB, La.
14 September 1949

Ve ae die
SUBJECT: SIGHTING OF FLYING DISC

(Fragment of Metal Found

On Canal and Bourbon Street

Intersection, New Orleans, La.)

On 15 August 1949

SPECIAL INQUIRY - UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRaFT

TO: Commanding General

Air Materiel Command

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

le Transmitted herewith is Closed Report of Investi-

gation regarding above Subject.

2. 9th District OSI does not contemplate any further

action in this case.

1 Incl: EDWARD R. FORD

Rpt of Invest (2) Major, USAF

8 ? District Commander

| BE Alia (1 Sept Lg) Ist Ind CFP 2() 1949 wcraxs/awr/ame

: Hq AMC, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio

3se TO: The Inspector General, USAF, 9th District Office of Special Investi-
=> gations, Barksdale AFB, La.

gE ca |

; Ore Request metal fragments mentioned in referenced report be forwarded

gus this Headquarters, attention; MCIAXS.
ee

~~
Onn FOR THS COMMANDING GENERAL:
‘ > 

> : :

EE i A re a
; erence oe — 9 " ~~

pS Incl; W/D Lhe E. WATSON DIS i
Colonel, USAF LJ
Chief, Intelligence Department ——
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