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FILE NO. DATE

30 August 14L9

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

REPORT MADE BY

TITLE ' BEPORT MADE AT
CLASS\HFD DC # 17, Xirtland AFF
i UN _ S
UNKNCWN STUBJZECT PERIOD
| 23, 25 August 1949
(Aerial Fhenomena ) § L S R
DO # 17, Kirtland AcD
v STATUS
: FPONDIIG
© CHARACTER
SPLCIAL INQUIRY
REFERENCE
3 Report of LEZLVIN 2. NiiF, DO # 17, dated 19 Aug 19LS
I SYNOPSIS
Additicnal reports of anomalous flying onjects (flving discs and
; fireballs) are reported as occurring on 1, 20 and 21 .auzust 1549,
¢ Details are reported on forms spaciiied,
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GUIDE TO INV&STIGATION

UNIDENTIFIZD AGRIAL CBJLCTS

Incident No. 2
Date of Observation -- 1 August 1949, Date of Interview — 16 Aug L9.

Exact Time of Observation == 21365 1.ST.

Place of Observation == 33° 10' North, 105° 18' West.

Position of observer -- RUding in car, moving slcw.

What attracted attention to object == Light.

Number of objects == Cne.,

Apparent size == lLarger than Venus, but not as brisht,

Color of object == Redish Orange.

Shape == Round;

Altitude -- Appeared at 25°; disappeared at 12°,

Direction from observer -- 27° 53' NE, appeared; S4° 15' disapneared.
Distance from cobserver == In vicinity ~if "hite Tail, lew .'exico.
Direction of flight of object = 10 to 15 degrees off vertical,
Time in sight == 2 seconds.

Speecd == Not estimated.

Sound and ocor == None,

Trail -- dissipating and disapreared bei'ors the object,

Iuminosity -- Dull glow, less bright than Verus,
Projections -~ None.,

¥aneuvers -- Straight Path.

¥anner of disapoearance =-- Diminished in size slightly before it
disappeared,

Effect on clouds == Yo clouds.

Additional information concerning object == Mcne.

Weather conditions amd licht at time of sighting == Very dark and clear.




Page 2 -
Guide to Investigaticn Incident No. 2

Name arnd address of observer:

T~ e R

e e .
PR

lew lLexico

’
\

Occunation and Hobbies:

Geodetic Surveycor
] Astronomy

Comments of Interrcgator relative to intelligence and clharacler ol observer:

extremely intelligent person and is in

Alamogerco, lew Lexico.

Pid observer wear gzlasses, especially polaroid glasseszs at timsz of sighting,
or was object viewed throuzh canopoy, wincow, or other transparent material?

No.
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GUIDE TO ILVESTICGATIOXN
UNIDTITIFI®D ATRIAL O3JZCTS

Incident Yo, b

Date of Observation 20 August 1225 Date of Interview 25 Aujust 1GuG
Exact time of observation (local)_2130 hours (exactl,

Flace of Observation: gouglas. Arizona
(Kap Coordinates) 317 30" i latitude, 109° 320" W longitude.

Position of observer: Sighted from front porckh, er,

Douglas, Arizcna
what attracted attenution to obtject: Looking into snace

Nunber of objects and sketch of Iormation or :rouping: One

Apperent sizei! 2Probably about tlic size of a couventicnal single engire
airplane.

Color of Object: Wol cbserved cdue to darxness,
Shape: =xound to oblong - like iluverted saucer, appeared to have cdeptl.

Altitude: &,000 to 10,000 feet if size 0of object was tant of conveuticnal
eirpleue.

Directicr from observer: 255° vhen first sighted - disappesred 2t azinutkh
of epproxicately 2009,

Distance from cbserver: Apﬁroximately'j miles horizontally.
Direction of flight of object: ILiorth to due South.

Time in Sight: ©6 to 10 seccnds,

Speed: © to 10 seconds.

Sound and odor: ucne was heard or seen,

Trail: Mo trizsl whatsoever.

Luminosity: Appeared to have approximate brilliance of a kerosene laup.

Projections: Xo projections could be.Obuervod.

Maneuvers: Ilo mareuvers. ObJect did not wobble, tur:, dank or dive.
Absolute flat trajectory.
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Guide to Investigation m Incident No, 6

2l. lManner of disappeecrance: Apperently Just disappecred in distanc
maybe into clouds in kexico. UNCLASS‘ "1k

2ee Effect on cloude: None .

3. Additicral information concerning object: Appeered to heve dim lishte
around perimeter and was eitrLer roteting counter-clocizwise or tiie lishts

S

were Ilashing oif and on iun suc a manner to give the illusicn of rotetic..,

24, Weather conditiczs and 1light at time of sight ings Ausolutely cleer,
stars out, completely dark. .

Yame and addreecs of observers:

Mr, "G Douiles, Arizona

Mr . SRS . Couclas, Arizona

Ceccupation and hobbies:

CORNURRERS - secaouNNERERR R ed il fetired, 05 years old,

hobbiees mai:ly hunting.

R -

Douglag, Arizona, ncs no
hobbles.

Comments of Interrogator reletive to intelligence and character of observers:

Neighbors, Folice Tepartment and employer gave two oOservere hign
recuvimendaticns as to intelligzence, clraracter and sctriety. Interrogeior
is of opinicn that information obteined is excellent as to siucerity and
accuracye

Did observer wear glasses, especially polaroid glasses at time cof sizhting,
or was object viewed tharcugh canopy, window, or other transparent usteriel?

Neither observer wore glasces at tiwe of sightirne and doth observers
were out of doors when observations were made.

KOTE: Calculatione made by writer from angles of elevaticn and kerizontal
angles from observer (ell estimated by cbservers) would clrce the speed of
the object at detween 3,500 to 4,500 miles per hour. See attached Inclesuree.

UNCLASSIFIED
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J’(r’d,(m" = S oo " ‘' lasites Saturday night.

’ The objects looked like upsid:-
down saucers and were dimlv illun. -
inated. They moved rather swift?y
across the sky at a high altituae
and were headed southward.

The discs were described as rather
indistinct, but round and *“saucer-
: shaped”,
: They were seen by Mr. and Mrs. J
L. Hamilton and Leroy Pische!' and
the three sat on the front porch ol
the Hamilton residence, 841 F ave-
nue, listening to a broadcast of! the
Copper King baseball game. "
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GUIDE TO INVESTICGATION

UNKIDENTIFIFD AERIAL OBJECTS

Incident Lo, 5
le Date of Cbservation _21 Aug U9 Date of Interview 23 Aug U9,
2e¢ ZIZxect tinme of observation (local) 2115 - 2150 hours.

3« Place of:Observation; approxinately over center of logales, Arizona,
(ap Coordirates) See Atteched sketch, Inclosure s#l.

l, Position of observer: Sitting on fromt porch of houme of Mrs. SEINGENGEGGG:"
AP St, logales, arizona, alsc from ceunter of etreet,

e What attracted attention to object: OUne persoun of narty of eight noticed
odd 1 1Ehts .

©e Mumber of objects and sketch of formation or zroupingt! Sever or more - lio
definite formation - singly and on cne cccasion, two,

f« Apperent size! Approximate size of volley Ddall,

€. Color of object: Dull orange witl coacentration towards center fading away
into white light aurora,

O« Shape: Wafer - like, see attached sketch by observer, Inclosure #2,

10. Altitude: U45° when observed at low level - 90° at hign level.
lle Direction from observer: liorth Yorth Zast.

12, Distaunce from observer: Within five miles,

Direction of flight of objecte: IZlipticel and horizontal to earths surface,
erratic upward trajectory and then return to origival eliptical flignt,

14, Time in sight: At least ten seconds.
15, Speed: Ten times speed of Jet plane,
16, Sound and odor: None apparent,

17. Trail: To trail apparent.

Luminosity: 3Brilliant,

Projections: DNone

Maneuvers: See attached sketch, Inclosure #3.
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23

28,
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Manner of disappearance: Shooting off into space.

Effect on clouds: XNone

Additional information concerning odject: Object appeared elongated when
in flight seemingly as if constructed of wviscuos liquid.

Weather conditions and light at time of siéhting: Hazy, dark nignht,

Fame and address of cbserver: ‘FRERNEGEGNREEEAYRNIPISNgio:ales,

Arizona,

Occupation and hobbies: Attorney at Law, Portrait Painting.

Couments of Interrcgator: Interviews conducted at logales Folice Department,
with the city Judge, logales, Arizona, the Sante Truz County Sheriff's Cffice
and the locel FBI discloged no derogatory information regarding ovserver,
Observer of above average intelligence,

Did observer wear glasses, especlally polaroid glacsees at tine of eighting,
or vas object viewed through canopy, window, or other trensparent msteriall
Observer nornally weers glassee but did not have them on, Stated Le did not
need them for far away objects, There was no obstruction to view,




The followingz additional persons were interviewed in relation to the alleged

8erial phenomenon. These persons were in the company of Mr.cfeER at the time
he made his observation,

Nrs. SN, vife of observer was interviewed at her home and con-
curred in the observations of ker husband and furthker stoted that the

phenomeno.. impressed her as being siwilar to fireworks.

Hrl.w was interviewed at her homew, Hogalee,

Arizona and agreed with the observations of imr, BN vith the exceptiocu
of the direction of flight, whih she stated in most cases was U sheped and

not circular.

His s NN s interviewed at Ler hone, ARt , ocales, aricona

and agreed with the observations of !r. Wil it: tre Solloving excevtionse.
She stated that the color of the objects were dlue-vhite and that the directicn

of flight weas straight acroees the sky with cre object etopped and heveriig
overhead for approximately ten minutes.

Mrs. “as interviewed at her horne, Wc}gs_lee,

Arizona. I'irwalao agreed with the observations of ir, y witl
the followin; exception., She stated that the objects were not 2ll tke rare

shape and that tke directicn of flight was U shaped in all instarnces,

Mr. WSy NN, Sante Cruz County, residing apiiiiigneY

St, logales, Arizona was interviewed in relation to this alleged aeriel pheuo.uenon.

Sheriff“volunteered the following informetion. TLket he had Veen stand lig
in the front yard of his home which is sligntly north, northesst of the &N

residence, at 2100 hours 21 August 1G49 when he had observed a flashing white 115:1:.

describing a circular path in the sky. Sl ctated that the size of *this light
at its apex was approximately 12 to 15 feet in diameter, color of which wes a dull

white. The angle of elevation wee Detween 25 and 70 degrees and the direction from

which he observed this light eminating was north, nortneast. I, “stated
that he further obDserved that this lignt at apex of a cone of light which he presun
eninated from the lHogales Airport. Ee Ifurther staeted that this ligut reflected
upon a telephone pole located in the vicinity of his home at approximately a helgnt
of 27 feet when passing his home, That the direction of flicnt of thnls light was

ed

from South to Horth (clockwise). NENNPENEE observed thie light for approximately

one-half hour and stated that they were from 40 to U5 seconds vetween intervals of
each appearance. e stated that the light was moving approximately twice as fast

a8 an airplane in flight,

¥r, “Of the International Airport, lLogales was inrterviewed 1n
relation to lighting facilities at the airport. Ee stated that beecon lighte had

been-turned on the evening of 21 August 1949 between the houre of 2115 aud cl3b,
He further stated that this beccon moves in a clocikwise wanner, which would appear

fiom town to De movir.( from South to liorth,

—

T S — -




Newspaper clippings in relation to this incident in the ilogales Herald,

Monday, August 22, 1949 and the Arizona Daily Star, Tueeday, August 23, 194
are attached hereto as Inclosure #N4.
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- “Flying Saucers” were seen over
~ logales last night by at least nine |
lel"sons inclucding Attorney Ruffp.
~ sginosa, it was reported today. I
~ Cithérs who saw the flying ob.
- s included Mrs . Margarita d:![
= Jamirez; her daughter, Margarita:
~ Irs. Espinosa; Mrs. Estela de Ta-
~ la and her t hree children; and
. [liss Nona Aviles.
- Other Nogalians report seeing thel
- lying saucers” last night. |
- Espinosa renorted today I:hat|
- out 9:15 o'clock, Mrs. Ramirez
- yw what was at first believed to
- * a beacon from the laocal airport.
~ jpinosa then noticed the light over
~ je city hall and also took it to be
e airport beacon, but upon no-
= ing that the “peculiar orange'
- ¢tht” had an irregular motion '
~ 1ew “it was snmething extraordin-
Yy’ :
- The former county officer de-
~ eribed the object as having a |
- ucleus of orange stars, looking
- smewhat like luminous sand,
~ ith a corona of white light.”
- Bome of those who viewed the
~ 'ing objects said they looked like
~ I1sters of stars.
~ [t is reported that the “flights”
- re made at very irregular inter-
Is and from an ellipsis-shaped
- ght would turn into a figure eigh$
. 'ht_
- [he observers report seeing =
- tat many of them from 9:15 to
~ b o'clock with the clusters flying
- ich higher abhout 9:30 and look-
- different in appearance, like
- rs seen through “a lot of atmo-
~ jere.”
- Ispinosa reports he “never saw
- 7thing so fast” in his life.
- At one time seven of the flying
~ Jects were flying at the same
- ne in a sontheast by east di-
~ etion, then one way down south
ot northeast in a straight line.
~ 1e dots could not be seen when
- e objects were (lying high and
ey left no tail at any time,
=t his home on Potyrero Street,
- inosa saw two or three white
_ats which would change forma-
15 In a slow motion. He disap-
~ ved an optiral illusion theory ky
- 1g the back of a chair as a sta-
- ary sightine aid.
~ r. and Mrs. Herman Rivas alio
- awved these changing forméa-
E 8.
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Flying Saucers ™ Seen Over City
By Many Nogahans Sunday N _q_h_

The Arizona Datly Star

Tuesday, August 23, 1949

SHERIFF NAMES
" PHEBUS

Tucson, Arizona

f
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Charg\

Droppe

Charges of contributi,

missed against four of five Da.

|C"?urt Judge Lee Garrett, but t.

The four against whom charg.

'Ferringer and Cpls. George Uchida

TR TR |

[Flying Saucers Flit '
Thru Nogales Skies -
As Audience Stares

NOGALES, Aug., 22— F)=No-
gllles now has its own version of
the flying saucer.

At least nine residents, includ.
ing former County Attorney
Puﬂu Espigosa, reported seeing
uminous flying objects in this
arca last night,

Espinosa said that about 9:15
p. m. Mrs. Margarita de Ramirez
noted what she thought was the
beacon from the international
airport. He said that upon closer
observation, it was not the beacon
at all but appeared to be a series
of orange-colored discs, He said
they appeared to he somewhat
Kke luminous sands with a co-
*ona of white light,

. Others said it looked like star
clusters. They came in veww

\‘rregnlm' intervals from 915 ©

- 9:50, ‘

Espinosa said he never saw

anything travel so fast.
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W ,-_--;1;-.:-. - * HEADAUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
R T 'WASHINGTON
L BIAES
THS INSP.CTOR GuNERAL USAFK
17TH DISTIICT OFFICZ OF SP.CIAL INVESTIGATIONS
KIRTLAND AIR FORCS-BASE, NIY MIXICO
DR/MEN/web
File No: 24-8 1 September 15LS

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN (Aerial Phenomena)

TO: Commanding Ceneral
Air Materisl Command
Wright-Patterson Air rorce Base
Dayton, Ohio
ATTN: LICIAXO=3

l., Reference is made to previous reports of investigation, this
district regarding unidentified aerial objects, the last of which was

dated 19 August 15L9.

2. Attached are two copies of Rgport of Investigation, this dis-
trict, dated 30 August 1949, subject as ahove.

3. This district will continue to forward reporis of sightings ol
this nature to your headquarters. |

| J
1l Incl ; DOYLE REES
Rpt of Inv (dup) Lt Col, USAF

District Commander




