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SP.CIAL INQUIRY = UNCCNV_NTIONAL AIRCRAFT

REFERENCE

AFCSI Letter No. 85, dated 12 Aucust 199

SYNOPSIS

Investigation initiated in accordance with AFCSI Letter No. 8. On 26
august 1949 — Officer sighted an un-=

identified object at extreme altitude flying from SL to INT over Davis-
lionthan AFB. Investigation failed to identify Subject object. Oboserver
found to be reliable, experienced weather observer .
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1. Inve3stization revuested by OT Hy to ascertain tacts surrounuin, the

sightin.. of an unidentified serial object si_hted over Davis-lontiian 1rB et

1345 hours, <6 Au,ust 1949.

DETAILS 8

AT DAVIS! UNTHAN APL

2e Onl Septesser 1949 tne writer intervicvedIR ENEEEE,
QD, b25c QR Ofiicer, Davis-Neonth«n Al'B, Tucson, Arizona in recxrd
to an unicentified object which he had seen on 26 Auvust 1949. )

stited tact on <6 Aujust 1949 he had been present at the launchin~ of a stenuard

weatuer bailoon oy wesether personnel of DaviseNonthan ArB. This balloon ucs

to be watched by gam because it wos an experinent and ne vas curious as to

its behavior in ili,ht. witnout the eid oi Jlesses or binccuicrs, Gm

observed the balloon us it arose to anproxintely iorty theusend (40,00) fect.

At this point, and ot approxiu.tely 12345 nuws the Uajor's atvcntion was urcwn

from the balloon to en object which a veered to be flying northwest and aporaxe

imately fifty thousand (50,000) feet at a terriiic rete of speed, SUM a. c. pt-

ed to show other personncl present what ie was lookin. -t but none were cerebdle

of sighting the object. a@gg@MM& followed the object visually until it discpperred

fran view approximtely eit (S) niles away to the northwest <P cited
the fact that a Convair XF-92A delta wing interceptor is b-in: tected at Luroc

AFB, California and it is possible that this plane night heve been the one he

sizhted, since the shapeof the object was similar to a triangle with rounded

edces. Etta eennateeeet enenutee
en anal

3e In accordance with AFCSI Letter i785:

@e Date of sighting - 26 August 1949

be Tine of Sihting = 1345 hours

Ce ihere si,iited = From the grounu out of doors at approxiuctely 110

degrecs 53 minutes jest Lo:npitude end 52 deyrecs li minutes North Letitude,

dad. Nunber of objects — me

e. Observable celestial phenomena or planets that may account for the

Sighting - None at this time of day.

f. Distance of object from observer

(1) Estimated distance 5 miles SE when sizhted to estirated distance
of 8 miles Ni, upon disappesring.

(2) Angle of elevation = jhen first sichted estimted to be epprax-

imately 40 de,rees and 25 de_rees wien last sijzitod,

(3) Altitude - Was thought to be about 50,000 feet.
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é- Time in sight - Approximately UO seconds

h. Avpesrance of object

(1) Appeered to be a brownish hazy color

(2) Shape.

(3) Construction could not be observed

(4) Size was estinuated to be approximately one fourth of
an inch when observed at a distance of three fect.

1. Direction of flight - Frow approximately 115 dezrees towverd

290 degrees.

je Tactics or maneuvers - The object executed no maneuvers or

tectics and the flight appeared to be perfectly horizontal and straight.

k. There was no evidence of exhaust,

l. Zffect on clouds was not odserved due to the adsence of clouds.

me lio lights were observed.

n. keans of support could not be observed.

o. lio propellers, rotors, aerodynamic vanes could ve observed.

pe Control and stedility of the object apneared to be very cood

although no fins or stabilizers could be observed.

q. Wo air ducts, slots or intakes could be observed cue to the

extreme altitude.

r. wo sould was heard from the object.

8. Manner of disappearance was natural in that the object faded

from view.

RELATIVE TO TET OBSERVER

Reni, rege. Davis-Nonthan ATB, Tucson,
Arizo.va is generally considered to be a very stable, intelligent, reliable

ed rational officer. De to his assignment and training os amg officer,
he is thought to be extremely reliable es an observer. QP hobbies include

model boat vuilding and all sports. UNCLASSIFIED

3
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lio other witnesses to the above cited aerinl objects have deen

=LATIVE 10 RADAR STICHTING
_———-_-----_-- -—— -_------—--

The unidentified serial ovject was not picited up vy any radar sets

in this vicinity.

l. Teletype sequences of locel werther conditions et tne tise of

sighting wes 20 - thin scattered, vicloility 50, 102/SS/%!' west G imots/596,

2- Winds aloft report:

Feet Degrees

5000 290

10000 330

15000 280
20000 280
25000 330

00 200300

$5000 290
10000 310

15000 310
50000 310

At 1420 houve there was a cousentration of 1/10 cumlus with bese at 80% feet,

and 1/10 cirrus dase estimated 25000 feet.

;

3%, Checks with the AACS Detachment, Davis-Monthen ATB and local flying
~

fielcs failed to reveal eny scheduled flights of privately owned, commercicl

or USAF planes in the air at the tine of this incident.

4. No testing devices were fould to have been released in this area

other than the standard weather balloon which QM wes observing at
the same time the unidentified odject was sighted.

5. The odject sighted ia did not come into close proximity
or contect with the earth during the observaticn,

6, Cbject did not approach any other aircraft during the observed

flight and therefore no checks were made for possible radio activity.

7. <A photostat of the terrain in which the odject was observed is

ettached as inclosure #1.

8 Signed statement of is attached as intlosure #2.

9, lio radio antennae or projecticas could be ooserved.

- REFEREED UPON CCHPLETION TO OFTICE O27

= SINCLASSIFIED
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Inclosures?

POR EBACE COPY Os TEE REPOST

1. Fhotostat of the Terrain.

2, Stetenent ofggitmmmemmame Devis-lonthan Ar.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITZD STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSP&CTOR GoNERAL USAF

17TH DISTRICT OF ICS OF SPZCIAL INVESTIGATIONS

KIRTLAND AIR rOnCe BASE, Naw MaxICO

DR/MEN /rieb

File No: 2-8 19 September 199

SUBJICT: UNKNOWN SUBJSCT; Sighting of Flying Dise on 26 Aug 9 at
Davis-onthan AFS, Tucson, Arizona, ———
aeracael
SPECIAL INQUIRY

TO: Commancing General

Air Materiel Command

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

yh? ATTN: MCTAKO=3_

1. Reference is made to previous reports of investigation recarding

unidentified aerial objects, the last of which was written by Special

Agent MELVIN E. NEEF, dated 7 September 19,9.

2. Attached are two (2) copies of a report made by Special Agent

SHERIDAN W. CAVITT, dated 7 September 1949.

3. This district will continue to investigate reports of sightings
of this nature and will forward copies of the reports of investigation

to your headquarters,
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