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Serial SC-3064
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY <3 Dec 1952
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH
PASADENA BRANCH
1030 E. Green Street
Pasadena 1, California

' Director, Office of Naval Research Branch O0ffice, Pasadena

TO: Chief of Naval Research (Code 346)

Details on old report of umiseal phenomena; forwarding of

REF: (a) ONR/Wash Restr ltr ser 30402 dtd Dec 1952
(b) ONR/Pasa Restr ltr ser CO=16389 dtd 23 Nov 1949
(¢) NEL Conf ltr ser C570-388 dtd 30 Jan 1950

Encl: (1) 1 cy of reference (b) w/encls

1. At the request of reference (a) an effort has been made to discover
additional information conerning recurrences of the type reported by this
office in November 1949, reference (b). Dr. d of the Navy
Electronics Iaboratory, reporte that no further incidents were observed
although the equipment was operated at Palomar until about a year ego.

2. Enclosure (1) is forwarded for the convenience of LCDR F. L. Thomas.
It is believed to be a full account containing all thal was known at the
time. Subsequently, the only development known to this office came in
January 1950 when, in response to further reports of erratic equipment
behavior, the apparatus was returned to NEL for a detailed check. A
fanlty fuse clip was found. According to refereme (c),"very slight
Jarring of this clip produced a visible arc together with a spurious
sgnal indicated on the aural alarm and an aberration of the recorder pean',

3. If further details are required this office will endeavor to supply
then. ;

s/ T. E. TEMPLETON




0 All-Research

P Serial No. 66-15389 ﬂ
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' ® s- NAVY

OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH
LOS ANGELES BRANCH
10X E. Green Street

Pasadena 1, (Cal :lfornia.
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UNCLAJJ I n.. Nov 23 1949

Commanding Officer, Office of Nava. Research, Pasadena

TO: Chief of Naval Research

C . ONR: LA/TCT: 1jz ] | {
!
i
SUBJ: "Flying Discs"; report on. g

(1) NEL ltr 4A2, P210-432, ABF:dtd, 7 Nov 49
(2) Graph showing the time of day at which off-ecale motion of
the Geiger Counter recorder occurred.
(3) Graph showing the frequency of occurrences on a calendey basis
(4) Summary and Observations, by CMR, Pasadena personnel
(5) Narrative of Flying Disc reports during the period 1l4-24 Oct 49
in the vicinity of Mt. Palomar, California

1. The attached reports of alleged "fling discs" in the vicinity of the
observatory on Mt. Palaomar, California, are forwarded for information.

2. The Commanding Officer, ONR, Pasadena, personally investigated these
incidents and while he does not have a belief that tthese were actually
flying discs, he is at a loss to explain the phenomena.

sf T. C. THOMAS

Copy to:

NEL, San Diego
 Com=11

ENCL (1)




U. S. NAVAL ELECTRONICS LABORATORY
San Diego 52, California

Please Address reply tog
"The Director"

Refer to File Number:
4A2

P210-433

Commander Eugene Bollay
Los Angeles Branch
Office of Naval Research
103 E. Green St.
Pasadena, California

Dear Commander Bollay:

In acaxrdance with our telephone conversation of yesterday, the complete
get of times at which the counting equipment on Mt. Palomar indicated estrem—-
ely high omnting rates, is as follows:

14 QOctober 1320 18 QOctober 0400
2230 1015
15 October 0720 1633
3 1320 19 October 0420
2030 2040
16 October 0330 20 QOctober none to 1500

0900 21 October 0720
1330 24 October (1930-2000
2200 not accurately
17 Octobder 0300 determined
% M 0720

1140

1545

2155

In working with the quipment Wdnesday following the airplane tests
one signal similar to the unknown oms occurred while moving the main 110
volt connecting plug.

Following this one occurrence we were unable to reproduce the phenomena.
We are completely at a loss to dind any reasonahle explanation for theequipment
behavior. We certainly appreciate your cooperation in arranging for flights

on Wednesday.

Sincerely,

5/




NARRATIVE OF FLYING DISC REPORTS DURING THE PERIOD OF
14-24 October 1949 IN THEE VICINITY OF MT. PALOMAR, CALIFORMNIA

Abouth the 1l6th October 1949, one of the scientists at the California
Institute of Technology reported to the 0ffice of Naval Research, Washington,
that he had heard a fantastid€ story of flying discs being observed near the
Observatory at Mt. Palomar; the unusual feature of the report being that a
recording Gelger counter was so activated at the time of these sizhtings that
it went completely off-scale., If true, of course, this meent possibly that
the flying discs were powered by some form of atomic energy. Two different
men at the Palomar Observatory had witnessed these incidents, C(Contact was
made with Dr. Al of the Navel Electronics Laboratory, who was
operating the recording Geiger counter on a continuing basis. Dr. went
to Palomar to investigate the stories, and brought back. the tape showing
the unusual oscillations of the pen. Dr. B could offer no explanation
although he was skeptical of any flying disc theory.

The @mninent physicist, Dr. <l , of the California Institute of
Technology, was consulted and he gave as his opinion:

(a) It was not likely that the reaction of the Geiger counter wast
the result of an atomically powered plane, inesgmuch as the
pen went off-scale and returned to gcale in a matter of seconds;
whereas the polluted air from an atomic engine would tend to
linger in the vicinity for some minutes,

(b It was most likely that the electrical relaying or amplifying
mechanism of the Geiger counter had been activated by a plane's
radio, altimeter, or radar meghanism. This was particularly
true 1f the Geiger counter and amplifier were not shielded.

Dr. Focke of NEL reported that the Geiger counter and its mechanism was
not completely shielded, and he agreed that it was most probable that the
plane'!s altimeter or radar had tripped the mechanism of the Geiger counter,

In the meanwhile, an effort was made to f£ind out if planes from the Naval
Air Station at San Diego had been in the vicinity of Pelomar on the dates in
question, i.e., the 1l4th and 17th October. A negative reply was recieved
but this was not considered conclugive for any one of a number of reasons,

including the fact that the planes may have been operating from some other
field.

Arragements were made for a plane to fly over Palomar and use its
altimeter and radar to see if it would acitvate the Geiger counter. This

was on/or about 21 October. Upon recedving a negative reply as to any

unusual behavior of the Geiger counter, plans were made with Commander, Air
¥Yorce, Pacific Fleet, for a series of flights to be made .at various times and
altitudes in the vicinity of Palomar, using radio, altimeter, and radar. Both

conventional and jet planes were used. These tests were run on 9 November 1949,

The results were completely negative, i.e., the Geiger counter made no unusual
recording during any of these nearby flights.
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SUMMARY AND OBSEZRVATIONS

lei o -
In the opinion of the personnel of ONR, Pasadena, the objects sighted
were probably conventional aircraft which appeared to be abnormal in design
due to lighting conditions.

The tripping of the Geiger counter mechaniem is unexplainable, Ordinary
circuit interruptions, mechanical and/or electrical disturbances, in the

vicinity of Mt. Palomar are apparently not the cause. It 1s physically
"possible for someone to operate the controls on a Geiger counter so as to

have the recording pen go off-scale. It is thus possible, but most unlikely
that some member of the Observatory staff has been pleaying a practical Jjoke.

The attached graph (Encl. 3 ) showing frequency of these Geiger counter
off-scale motions, is of some interest. It will be noted that there was a
definite peak of these occurrences on the 17th October. The graph (Encl. 2)
showing the time of occurrences during the day gives a random distridution.

At the time of preparing this report, none of the scientists who have been
interrogcated (ONR, Pasadena; California Institute of Technology, and the Naval

Electronié¢s Laboratory) has been able to offer a satisfactory explanation of
these phenomena.

In the appended reports the question atises as to the degree of reliabvility
of the three persons whose stories are reported. This is a difficult thing to

do, but the evaluation of ONR, Pasadena, is as follows:

Mr. _ - Moderately reliable

lﬂh” - Highly reliable
¥r. cENIRNED - Yl

The personnel of the Observatory and of the California Institute of
Technology who jointly operate the QObservatory with the Carnegie Institute,
have made urgent requests that no publigity be given. They .are airaid that
if stories were published, it would give adverse publicity to the Qbservatory,
vhich they are most anxious to avoid. Accordingly, it is strongly urgeda that

these stories not be made available to the press.

UNCLASSIFIED
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A STATEMENT BY Mr.
(vr . S 1:“ - & man of about 48 years of

age, who has been with the Palomar Qbservatory since July 1937.)

On 14 QOctober 1949, at about 1315, Mr. *left the QObservatory ana
started to drive down the Mountain to his home, The weather was good, clear
overhead, some clouds about 45°from the horizon and below. After going a
short distance down the road, he observed some objects proceeding in a north-
wvesterly direction, height about 5,000 feet above him, i.e., azbout 10,500 feet above
sea level., Because of the unusual appearance of these objects, and of the
unusual sound, he stopped his car and got out to have a better look. He reported
that he observed no wings or tail structure, the objects, numbering about 16
or 18, were flying in a perfect formation - a V of V's and moving very repidly .
The sound was similar to that of jets, but not quite the seme. (Mr. Marshall has
had occasion to abserve all types of aircraft frequently, and is cognizant of all
usual types.) In a matter of seconds the planes disappeared to the northwest.

He described them as being of silver-like color; no vaport trails were observed.

Due to the high speed of motion, sound appeared to be about 35%°to 40°behind the
line of sight,.

Shortly after this incident Mr. g called Mr.‘ and advised
him of what he had seen. A short time later Mr. <@l went into the room

of the Power<house where the recording Geiger counter, placed there by the
Naval Electronics Laboratroy, was located, and noticed that the pen had made
an off-scale motion to the right, some time before, The time appeared to Dbe
approximately 1315, i.e. the same time at which Mr. JJJJJPL had observed the
unusuzl objects overhead. An effort was made to report the incident to the
Navel Electronics Laboratory that week-end, but caontact could not be made with
interested authorities. Dr.Wgje of NEL was advised of the situation on the
following Monday and commenced his own investigation.

It should be noted here that thig Geiger counter had never gone off-scale
before, except when it was usually operated during calibration tests.

A STATEMENT BY MR. u
(Mr.oflills is the w for the QObservatory

and has been with it since 1935. He is a man of about 40 years of zge.)

L4

Mr. G vas first involved in the flying saueer story when he noted the
operation of the Geiger counter as mentioned in the above report of Mr.g D
Although he is an electrician of considerable ability and responsibility, i.e.,
he operztes and maintains the complicated electrical apparatus of the Observatory

includng the big telescope, he could offer no explanation as to the action of
the Geiger counter.
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On Monday morning, 17 October 1949, at about 0720, Mr. SMMBr vae in
the Power-house where the Geiger counter is located. While looking out of
the window he saw a small black object without visible projections, going
in a southwesterly direction at a high rate of speed. The eky was clear
except for clouds which were beginning to form at a level estimated at about
1,500 feet above the QObservatory, i.e., about 7,000 feet mbove sea level.
The object was beneath the cloud cover. At first he was very reluctant to
sgate what he thought he hed seen.. He said that at first he thought it might
have been a bird. After making his observation he turned to the Geiger counter

and noted that it had just jumped off-scale. The pen of the recorder returned
to normal in a matter of seconds.

Mr also reported that he had observed about a week later (possibly
about 21" October 1949) a large object going in an esterly or southeasterly
direction at a very high speed. It occurred at about 1430. Although he could
see thé object clearly, there were no projections whatever in the way of wings
or tail surfaces. He observed it for about & seconds before it diseppeared,

HO vapor trail was left by the object. He described it as being elongated,
but slightly curved like a banana, No aberration of the Geiger counter was
noted during this incident.

A STATEMENT BY R, <l
Mr. ie the anmeteiNNERSabec ot SN -

,» Valley Center, Califprnia.)

While the representatives of ONR, Pasadena, and the Naval Electronics
Laboratory were preoceeding to Mt. Palomar to inve:tigate the flying saucer
story , they stopped at the Cafe at the foot of the mountain, which is operated
by Mr. . Quite by coincidence Mr. S told of a number of unusual
observations made by him. OQutside his cafe are two miniature observatories
contyining a 15 inch and 6 inch telescope., A number of different stories were told by
Mr. W, acong which the following are pertinent.

He stated that recently he had seen, on Friday, 21 October, at about 14.0,
& cigar-shaped object, pointea st both ends without projections,and was apparently
well stabilized. The altitude 7,500, was estimated for the object. The object
was dark in color and appeared to be 500 feet or better in léength. After standing
still for an appreciable length of time, it headed upwards at a terrific rate of
speed, leaving no vaport trail. This observation was made with the naked eye. It
should be noted that hhis observation appears to have been made about the same time
that Mr. d of the Palomar QObservatory sighted a similar object.

About two years ago Mr. had observed an object through one of his
telescopes, He stated that the object came in, was relatively still for a while,
and then disappeared rapidly. The object appeared to be round and had around it
a ring of some sort, such as the planet Saturn. When the object was first sighted
the outside ring seemed to rotate, and unon the dbjects getting away, the conter
part appeared to rotate in a direction opposite to that of the ring surronding 1it.

el @ .-“'
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Mr. “ showed the visitors & newspaper clipping, where he had
addressed a local Chamber of Commerce ata luncheon meeting, narrating one

or two stories of his unusual observations of flying saucers. Whea he asked
the gentlemen present if any of them had ever observed similar objects, fully
25 Or 30 of the members present acknowledged immediately that they had seen

similar objects, but had been reluctant to report them for fear people would
think they were "off the beanm",
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Memorandum for Record 29 December 1552
Subject: Preparation for trip to Los Alamos, N.M., and the West Coast

l. At approximately 1330 on 29 Dec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Col Paul
He Butman (telephone: Sterling 38000~ Fxtension 22l), Division of !ilitary
Application, Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, D.C. Purpose of the call
was to coordinate the visit to Los Alamos. Col Butman has previously been
briefed on the possible correlation between detection of radiation from un-
known sources and unidentified flying objects by Capt Ruppelt during a visit
to AEC approximately two weeks ago. Col Butman was requested to contact Los
Alamos laboratories and recuest that Mr, Carter, Mr. Gittings, and Mr. Sim-
mons come to Albuquercue for the interrogation if possible. In this was
impossible, it was reauested that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson be given a
clearance to talk to them at Los Alamos., Col Butman stated that he would
wire to Los Alamos and that they wire back directly to ATIC stating which of
the two plans would be followed. (i.e., Whether we would meet them at Los
Alamos or Albuquerque.) Col Butman was also informed that the Sandia Cor-
poration had also requested a briefing and that ATIC planned to do this on
elther the sixth or seventh of Jamuary. Col Butman stated that it would be
alright for ATIC to make direct contact with these people to arrange for a
briefing.

2e AU approximately 1500 on 29 Dec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Glen D,
Parrish, Director of Intelligence, 34th Air Division, Kirtland AF Base. The
purpose of the call was to advise Lt Parrish that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson
would be in Albuguercue on Sunday, 4 Jan 53, and to inquire as %o whether or

not it would be alright to hold a meeting in Lt Parrish's office. Lt Par-
rish stated that it would be alright and that he was anxious to have us come
down., Lt Parrish was also asked to contact Mr. William R. Perret, Division
5111, at the Sandia Corporation, who wrote the letter to ATIC requesting a
briefing. Lt Parrish was asked to inform Mr. Perret of the proposed briefing
and to have Mr. Perret wire ATIC as to a final date,




Memorandum for Record ' 29 December 1952

Subjects Preparation for trip to lLos Alamos, N.M., and the West Coast

le At approximately 1330 on 29 Dec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Col Paul
H. Butman (telephones Sterling 38000~ Extension 221), Division of Military
Application, Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, D.C. Purpose of the call
was to coordinate the visit to lLos Alamos. Col Butman has previously been
briefed on the possible correlation between detection of radlation from une
known sources and unidentified flying objects by Capt Ruppelt during a visit
to AEC approximately two weeks ago. Col Butman was requested to contact Los
Alamos laboratories and request that Mr. Carter, Mr. Gittings, and Mr. Sime
mons come to Albuquercue for the interrogation if possible, In this was
impossible, it was recuested that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olzson be given a
clearance to talk to them at Los Alamos, Col Butman stated that he would
wire to Los Alamos and that they wire back directly to ATIC stating which of
the two plans would be followed. (i.e., Whether we would meet them at Los
Alamos or Albuquerque.) Col Hutman was also informed that the Sandia Cor-
poration had also requested a briefing and that ATIC planned to do this on
elther the sixth or seventh of Jamary., Col Butman stated that it would be
alright for ATIC to make direct contact with these people to arrange for a

briefing.

2« At approximately 1500 on 29 Deec 52, Capt Ruppelt called Lt Glen D,
Parrish, Director of Intelligence, 34th Air Division, Kirtland AF Base., The
purpose of the call was to advise Lt Parrish that Capt Ruppelt and Lt Olsson
would be in Albuquerque on Sunday, 4 Jan 53, and to inquire as to whether or

not it would be alright to hold a meeting in Lt Parrish's office. Lt Par-

rish stated that it would be alright and that he was anxious to have us come
domm, Lt Parrish was also asked to contact Mr. William R. Perret, Division
5111, at the Sandia Corporation, who wrote the letter to ATIC requesting a
briefing, Lt Parrish was asked to inform Mr., Perret of the proposed briefing
and to have Mr, Perret wire ATIC as to a final date,




Memorandum for Record 15 December 1952
SUBJECT: Call to lLos Alamos, New Mexico

l. On the evening of 15 Dec 52, Capt E. J. Ruppelt called Mr., Homer T.
Gittings, Jr., of 1537B Llst Street, Los Alamosi New Mexico (Tele: 2L880).

The purpose of the call was to contact Mr. in regard to some pre-
vious data that Capt Ruppelt had obtained about a correlation between the

- visual sightings of UFO and radiation from unknown sources, Previous to this,
Capt Ruppelt sent Mr. ‘ a registered letter requesting the data, but

the letter was returned as unclaimed. Mr. - explained that when the
letter arrived, he had been out of town and the post office had gotten mixed

up on his instructions to hold any mail and had returned the letter.

2e Although not too much data could be obtained over the telephone, lr,.

<SP did shead some light on some of the questions that had been asked in
regard to the correlations. In the first place, a_)r, VSRR
“, Los Alamos, New Mexico, phone 22263, was the person who knew peo-
ple at. Mt. Palomar who had also seen unidentified aerial objects at the same
time they had detected some radiation., Contrary to previous beliefs, Mr.“Simer
was not there at the time and only heard of the incident through personal let-
ters from these people at Mt. Palomar. Mr.qfEs stated that he was sure
that Mr. <l could give us the names of the people at Palomar and there is
& possibility that they are still there. The other gentleman involved in the
sightings at Los Alamos is a ' Nr. O stated that be-
tween 1 Oct 51 and 1 Oct 52 he had picked three or four definite indications

of radiation from unknown sources and that several of them had correlated with

newspaper articles within two hours. He was not sure how many Mr. G
obtained.

¢ In describing the nature of the radiation which had been picked up,
Mr. &FE stated that "they picked up a vertical component - a particle
that penetrated three thin walled tubes and the roof of the building". The
tubes are 5/8 inches in diameter and 2 inches on center. He stated that they
had checked all sources of radiation from the laboratory and that this type
of radiation was far out of line for any cosmic activity. .

L, Mr. G was asked to obtain more information on the type of equip-
ment that was used to get the radiation, the exact dates and time of all indi-
cated radiation, and a little bit of background on each of the people. He was
also told that personnel from Blue Book would try to contact him personally
within the next two or three weeks -to obtain all of this information,
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ters from these people at Mt., Palomar. Mr.«ad® stated that he was sure
that Mr, r could eive us the names of the reonle at Palomar and there 1s
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obtained.

3. In deseribing the nature of the radiation which had been nicked un,
Mr. stated that "they picked up a vertical component = a particle
that penetrated three thin walled tubes and the roof of thse buildine™, The

tubes are 5/8 inches in diameter and 2 inches on center. He stated that they
had checked all sources of radiation from the laboratory and that this type
of radiation was far out of line for any cosmic activity.

L. Ir.“ was asked to obtain more information on the type of equip-
ment that was used Lo ret the radiation, the axact dates and time of all indi-
cated radiation, and a little bit of background on each of the people. He was
also told that personnel from Blue Book would try to cotact him nersonally
within the next two or three weeks to obtain all of this information,
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