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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

18TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska

ESS /hdg

2h—68 18 January 1950

SUBJECT: UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT NZAR HOWARD, KANSAS

TO: . Commanding General

Air Material Conmand

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

1. Forwarded for your information are two (2) copies of the report
of Special Agent CASS W. RIDDLE, of this office, dated 16 January 1950,

reflecting the closed investigation of UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT NEAR
HOWARD, KANSAS.

2. With the submission of this report it is believed all logical

leads have been covered and reported.

3. In regard to the inclosed report, your attention is invited to
Par 11, AFR 205-6, dated 18 May 1949, which prohibits disclosure of

this information to unauthorized persons.

1 Incl Lg SE
Report of Investigation Captain, USAF ;

(in dup) Acting District Co:mander
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2hm68

DETAILS:

1. Investigation initiated by District Commander, DO 13, upon re-

ceipt of request from the Inspector General, Headquarters SAC.

AT OAHA, NEBRASKA

2. Pertinent detaiits regarding the phenanena observed are included

as Inclosure #1.

INCLOSURES :

Check Sheet = "Unconventional Aircraft =- Special Inquiry"

= CLOSED -
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UOCNVENTTOUNL ATRORART = SPFOTAL ‘vaUmNY

1. Dete of sighting 6 January 1950

2. Time of sighting (zonal by 24 br. clock) Ae |

» Where sigitet (sbsarver'’s portion):

& reat
ROA cS OP Dutt BBE Be OBR 0. FER AEE 16 ESB 6 6 et EB! 2) DBs DEG ED OU Clee eee

t. AM 7 Miles wat of Howard, Kansas,..in.Cx)7. aircraft,-at-5500-Feet

- fate 27° 28" N (Latstute) 960 27" W (Longituie) .._.

4. Sumoor x objects, Pomustion rot (hh ame) vets ad poeta,

en BAB GOOE Bh ew OU, Batigge 4 6B be CON 00 FOI(91 0 BeBo ERD Ot

5» (Raarvatile selestiaa phusoas. Of Whata Gan! dea, VIG Pade fur ts

okerating., Qeosi fastidetes or or Gant rObidws weicd P30. 0% aust
c@loeatial phosoauns Shoull > sOmsuies FOr suo ba. ors foas

a|) en

6. Distance of sdject from obsorvurs:

a. Laterally or Horizontall; ggeememEap it. was_2-
miles away; thought it was fron

b. Angie of elovation fram horison 5 to 10 miles away.

5. Appearance of objoct: All three observers claimed it to be a very
— bright silver; HOWARD added that object had a red nose.

b- Snape (Sketch 1£ possible) Zloncated oval - Like a football.

¢. Apparent construction (Of vhat material or substance) Ynknom..

MMMMBm judges it to be 30 to 40 feet long.
a. Size Qa and SM juiced it to be 50 to 40 feet long.

9. Direction cf flight 90 to 100 compass degrees

10. ‘testice or manouvora (VYortical ascent or descout, horizcatal, oscil-

letiug, fluttering, avasive, agcroeeive, orretic, otc.)

Straight, even. flight * SeisRAEN wg — PUSeo

Af py ad SM RCLASSIFiED
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N/A
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N/A

N/A -

ee taae tate | N/A

No clouds = CAVU

N/A

N/A

N/A

Mntire object reflected light, as would an

aluminum aircraft.
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CUNERENTIE NCLAssirico

Le. Qasttol owl wtabdsitg Nome apparent

a. Sdn Re oe ope aso

Aj. Ade duct: None apparent

18. Spoeh + 1.2.2,= judged speed to be 300 miles per hour
Ses and udged speed to be 500 miles per hour

1g. Sousa: None r

a, Coaiizmeva whine er buss

Db. Roar, whissie, whose i eucune mw

I a ctienl- pettus 0

“a

a. Exyp.lcds
Onaee . siweoeewr en.ho

3. dake
Oe ee eoa 2 ee i 2 ee ae a ee ed

7
) . Ney

2 Portiniot lubbios : ae :

AMR EG ty ay foe bey ot. me3 AbALItY wo? 050207 BQ and sige e tenced pilots with

: Rag SONI I —syears c service.
vie All three,men claimed to be alert and not

fatigued.
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Chock: Gheot - Unocuvontional a2. OP.

10.

1.

2.

i.

26

CLEnm

c. Doges of fatigue om duretica a? Piigue ai dle en

endco whore oheorver fe airhouno Had been, airborne Lene. chen. two
hours.

Witnenaes:

Ge Addressoe ee eee Pe ee

Commonte of interrogator regarding the intelligonce end character of

person interrogated.

Vierwwesn 2: OP are

2A eenrET ae Be er Oar

Relative to Rader Sightings

Re redare operating on ground;

a. Observations of range, speed, altitwle ard sizo of targct

maretree enema nee eo

bd. Did target execute any turns? If so, vhat englo (100°), ste, ard
what reflius cof turn? If radiun of turn is not obssivable, how did

the target stay in the turn and that was ite oposd?

ESLER LADEN TT RTC .

c. Bote particularly any coparation of distant target into several
tergets upon approach. Track al). 2° porsinle

saiceede Acniicliieleaenabetes

If airborne when odject sichtod:

eer.ne Oe

=e

2AE EE OR MEE: +

OD. To AERC)Pf Oe TREN OS ot FP. +

ae. Were there ony refiex inductions or exira noige on refite cireultri

bb. Give ootimatse of nize, ope2d, mancuvora, otc.

senere),

Tolotype eoquonces of loeel wonthcr coriitdions

Winds aloft report es Aner ee
Sw oA «1 F400 0 fe ENTE LEH Cees . PNT OPERA EH DVO OHH > o- @ @ranen Soamaeww
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5. Local flight ochotvles cf cormvetal, poivete aml niles cise

flying in visinity at the tims. (Shork Cewdton acbleia Leo ous

$2 that border! OS OED OE FA. 26180 * 6 OT OHe BIE NR teeta tere: B18 etterue Ie we ee OSM

Poasible releacco of teating doviess in vicinity, gom elott by ore.

nanoe, Davy, Air Forces, éruy, Weathor Units, Rescore)n Oey swinettacs

or any other
ATTAwap Ae 1S SOs a eeree. 6 sO Te Oe

If object contacted earth, obtain coil sarplen within and without de-
— or epot whore object lnaadcd (end thon prosvmbly departed}
or purpope of making comparison of soils

If object camo sufficiently near othor aircraft or kmown objects

chock surfaces with Geigor counters for possible rodicestivity: Make

compericons with other unoffectod aircraft objocts, cts.

Obtein photographs (cr original negatives) where aveiledle. If not,
secure clotches of;

a. Object. |

>. Surreuniing torrain vhoro obeervod.

CG. Place where it contacted carth (if this happened).

a. Maneuvers. |

©. Formation if more than one object.

Secure signed statement, If poscible

Obtain fragments or physical ovidence where possible.

Was eny raiio antenna to be cbporvol, i.o., f(exy projections of ou:

tentions that might proeumbiy bo construcd as ouch).
None noted

UNCLASSIFIED

aA CAS§, We. RIDDLE

SLONEIDENTIAS SSEee —-—~
vacatingote Fe.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

UNCLASSIFIED

INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

13TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska

mp/rrs/darb
24—69 27 January 1950

SIBITOTs VNCONVINTIOCNAL AIRORAFT

KNTSAS CITY, ‘ISSOURI

MES (0 ESS)

SPYCIAL DIQUIRY (UNCONVTNTICNAL AIRCRAFT)

TOs Commanding General

Air Materiel Command

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: “CTAXO=—3

1. Forwarded for your information are tv (2) covies o* the report
of Special Agmt LAIRUNCE A. APPLTMDED, of this office, dated 27 January

1950, reflecting closed investigation of subject case.

2. With the submission of this report it is believed all loical

leads have bee covered and reported. No further action will be talon by

this office unless so requested by your headquarters.

3. This office is the depository office for the complete file of

the investigation of subject casc.

4. In regard to the inclosed report, your attention is invited to

Par ll, Aim 205=—6, dated 18 lay 1949, which prohibits disclosure of the
information to wmauthorized persons.

1 Incl MAL Rts :

Report of Investigation Lt Colonel, "SAF %
(in dup) District CommanderAn NX:
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE fun. JI NY DATE
RINGPECTOR GENERAL 24<69 27 January 1950

REPORT MADE BY

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION TETETIGE Le APPEESTT
REPORT MADE AT

UCONN TIAL AIMORATT ne -115
XV'SAS CITY, *TSSAURI PERIOD

JATS # GAAY 25 January 1950
OFFICEOF ORIGIN

3015
STATUS

CLOS=D

$2" SOI (UNCONVENTIONAL ATROPAR?PL]

Report of S/A APPLTAMTM, DO #15, 19 Jan 50, same file and subject

Inquiries at Olathe llaval Air Sase, Kansas, revealed

no information concerning weonventional aircraft on

6 January 1950. No balloons or flares reloased tint

date. “Yeather was clear; visibility twelve miles.

sc, ATC, ATTN: |

ICIALO-3 (Action Cpy) 2
1 OSI 2

Ca, SAC (Info) 2
2

2

ACTION COPY FORWARDEDTO

CG, Air !ateriel Command,

Wright-Patterson ATS,

CO, fairfax ATSB

File

MATTHI"T THOMPSON

Lt Colonel, SAP
istrict Commander.

15 JAN 49 0-208 Replaces AFOSI Form Fag sa naienamnie ementsanaes a
ee

om a 7

16—657744-1 U. &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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AT OLATHE, KANSAS

Mm 25 January 1950, Lt. (JG)VY. C. KINCANNON, Weather Officer at

the Olathe Naval Air Base, Kansas, advised that no reports concerning

any unconventional aircraft have been received at the Base, He further

stated that the weather on 6 January 1950 was clear with visibility at

12 miles, and that no weather balloons of any type had been released on

that date, nor had any flares of any type been released.

Tt is believed all logical leads in this matter have been de-

veloned and it is considered closed in the files of this Office.
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

DATE

24-63 _ _18 January 1950 _
"REPORT MADE BY

CASS i. RIDDLE
ee ere cm ones | ee mecca eee eee + Oe SS | ae met eee rs

TITLE REPORT MADE AT

UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT. PERIOD

Howard, Kansas ; | _-6January 1950
ea ee | a ee ne eee Oe RES oe

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DO #13, Offutt AFB
aM STATUS SES LS NOS INISA oh ae Oe eg erg

ae ub eB, CLOSED-
= an’ ; ’

SPECIAL INQUIRY- UNUNGONTE TIONAL AIRCRAFT 6 a

None - this is ‘tr intktal paper
SYNOPSIS

a ee ne meer renee age ween ee

Investigation was initiated by the District Commander ,
13th OSI District, upon receipt of a reouest from the
Inspector General, Headquarters 3! to make inquiry into
the incident. On 6 January 1950, Seucsin ROBERT E. ZILLGR--
WAN, Captain FREDERICK ©, HOWARD, and 1st Lt HAROLD G.

SIUP3ON, while enroute by air from Carswell AFB, Texas to

Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska, saw an unidentified object

near Howard, Kansas. The object, 30 to 60 feet in length,

shaped like a football and bright silver in color, was pro-

ceeding in straight level flight at approximately 2,000

feet, with an estimated speed of 300 to 500 miles per hour.

The object was in sight for less than two minutes and .

then faded from view. The weather was reported as CAVU.

ai EE

DISTRIBUTION : ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO . ; FILE STAMP

— CG, ANC, Attn: LCTAXO-3| CG, Air Material Command,

(Action CY) (w/l Incl) 2 Virignt-Patterson AFB, Dayton,
Hq OST (w/1 Incl) Chio, Attn:iIOTAXO-3
CG, SAC porsic Incl) 2
File (w/1 Incl) 2
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