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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON ee,

UNCLASSi:-._- THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
14TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE, DENVER, COLORADO

24-48 | 25 January 1950

SUBJECT: SIGHTING OF UNIDENTIFIED FAST MOVING FLAME

AT LOVRY AF BASE, by lst Lt. A. P. ‘EBB on

18 JANUARY 1950

SPECIAL INQUIRY - UNCONVENTIONAL ATRCRAFT

TO Commanding General

Air Materiel Comnand

Wright-Patterson AF Base

Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: MCTAXO-3

Transmitted are two (2) copies of the report of Svecial

Agent FREDERICK F. HANSEN, OSI District Office #14, subject and

file as above, 24 January 1950.

Rpt 24-48, 24 Jan 50 Major, USAF

(dup) District Commander

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS; As
DECLASSIFIED AFISR 12 YEARS. :

DOD Dik 5200.10 ee ce
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SIGHTING OF UNIDENTIFIED FAST MOVING |zenco
FLAME AT LOWRY AF BASE, by lst Lt. | 19=20-23-24 Jan 1950
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. DATE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 24-43 24 Jan 50
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS eee eee nee

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FREDERICK F. HANSEN, S/A dl
ao en Oe

REPORT MADE AT

DO Al4, LOWRY AF BASE

me en ge te ee ee ee oeengue eeP. NEBB on 18 Jan 1950 ~ ~ OFFICE OF ORIGIN ‘
oe a DO #14, LOWRY AF BASE

neae

STATUS
CLOSED

a a nni as en ee.

SPECIAL INQUIRY= UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT
a ienn ree te cee 5 eee eee ree ce ee

None = Thisis an Initial Report (24-185, Ha, OST)

Investigation requested by CG, Lowry AF Base. Unidentified fast
moving flame or light was reported to have been observed by Lt. A. P. WEBB,
1859 hours, 18 Jan 50 while flying in vicinity of Denver. Investication
disclosed WEBB and six (6) other pilots flying in four aircraft observed
Similar flame or light,at times varyinz slichtly. All observers described

flame or light.in similar terms and cave its course senerally as southwesterly
All four military aircraft were airborne in different locations and on
various headings when the observations were made by the pilots. Lowry Radar
inoperative, 189020390, 18 dan 50, Lowry AFB Training & Operations personnel

-, advised they had/been notified of exverimental aircraft in area, 18 Jan 50.
Observations plotted and continuation of course suzzest flame or light

heading towards Holloman AFB, New Mexico. No ground observations of the

flame reported. ‘eather conditions clear, visibility unlimited.
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DETAILS# oy | -UNCLASsirFIED
AT LOWRY AF BASS, DENVER, COLORADO

l. This. is. a. Jota’ Anreetiention., of Special Agent FREDERICK Ks. hes ous a
and the writers es 4G 4

ate

”

Me ge 2. This investa gation: was.- predicated upon telephonic report. dy. Tst-Lt
ae “} “ARTHUR ?. T7HBB,+16242A, 3415th Student Officers' Squadron, 19 January. 1950 ..
“inge Who advised that*while.flying: in the vicinity of Denver during the evening.

Yan

~~ of 18 art"1950. he observed aA flenie move, across- the sky at a. high rate
Sets of speed... BS mes

. Si. “IEBB wes interviewed~and stated dab etantinr ly éas editions: WEBB
~and a Lt. DRYSDALE were flying a T-6 and when. they reached a point about .

“15 miles: southeast of Denver, he -ooserved an unusual spectacle. He saw a
long streakof flame cylindrical im shave, rounded at the front and-tapered.

* towards the rears It was ofa white reddish color with more red in the front.
-WSBB stated that it moved.on an estimated heading of 200 degrees at a hich

‘ .rate of speed without apoarent change in altitude or course. W533 could

‘eis. not estimate the-distance to the flame from his aircraft, .dut.estimated

nets the length of:it as 100 feet... The flame remained in sight for about 5
“ls seconds and: then faded out. The-altitude of the Plame was estimated as

‘*. about 5000 feet higher than the-observer. WEBB was unable to see any .
gest running lights, silouette or other features. ‘EBB noted the time of the
35 observation was:"4859 pene Sy wie ; fy

*
%

”

Ise ‘Lt. DOUGLAS Re DRYSD: 5AO 755895, " 3al6th Student Officers! -
" Teataia: Squadron, stated substantially the same as WESB. DRYSDALE described
‘the flame in the same seneral .terms..as WEBB but added that it looked. just

: like a shooting star on a flat trajectory-. -According ‘to DRYSDALSthe. *° a time of the odservation was 1905 and he estimated the flame to be at an:
yaltitude 150, fest higher. then mee TH6.> 0

. . *

ee 5. “WEBB ‘and: DRYSDALE both’ save their aircraft heading: as -190- dezrees . 1
>, and their altitude as 8500~feet.. Both stated they were.on interonone and*

.: thus noted.no- unusual radio noises at ‘the time of the observation. Both .

ie Se ceellote stated.Shey had never:‘seen asponpar able: sti’ )
a eS

} 6. Captain HOF:~ DaNTEt, ra) 559076, Hq ¢& Aq Bacadgon 345th /technical
, Training Wing; and ist Lt. ROE ERT -F. ROMBERG, 16301A were flying a C-47
aircraft in the vicinity of La Junta, Colorado on the eveninz of 18 January”

_ 7. 5+1950. DANIEL and ROMBERG were interviewed and both stated that they had

' i observed a flame-or lizht-.moving:across the sky very fost. DANIEL sam the

flame appear at his left and: move across his path. lie nudsed ROMBERG who

then saw the flame too. DAYIEL and ROMBERG watched the flame fade out at

their right. Both pilots estimated the Spee to be on a heading of 200Cre

. dezrees. The flame was described by bothas Licht blue with a tinse of

oreanze end quite long. Uoth stated they Soh not estimate the size of ths
~ 

> 2 
te s

flams or its distance from their aireraft. They estimated the altitude

of tho flane slightly hivzher than that of their aircraft. Tha 0-47en ee mas was on

.
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DETATLS (cont'd)..
4*

Po & heading of 110-dezrees and an altitude of 10,000 feet. The flame was
“sighted et 1905 and was visible for 15-20 seconds. DANIEL stated the C+#47

"was about: ten’ mimutes. out of La Jumta and ROMBERG gave. the posi sion as half

ae way between Calorade ore mee = La eens *
vo = eats

a Se ete? 7. Sebtaba. JOHN. We. KREITZ, AO 827009 and hag or LYNDALL Je AVERY, rr
8 798a, .5416th Student: Officers’ Squadron were flying a 0-47 type. aircraft .
“gS on the evening ,of* 18 January»1950; KREITZ stated in an interview that he:

} “yy, Observed what-appeared to be ameteor but. larger and slower and. maintaining
of wi level flight; KREITZ described: it as..a flame,; light blue towaite in color,

rs “2a similar‘to thatyof. an<oxyzgen torch: The flame was at an, estimated altitude
~ Syfestof 25 ,000=30;000° feet and moving faster then. jet-flicht.. KREITZ estimated -
Sg the distance fran. his aircraft°to the. flame as 35 ei lease‘The. C47 was at ~
: ~ 9000 feat!‘on heading of 60. degrees at a point about 35 miles northeast
“oa of Akron, Colorado when the observation was made. The time was 1900: EREITZ
=e * stated the. flame was apparently travelling on‘a heading of 240 dezrees and ,
4 was visible for: about . 15. seconds before it faded out.. lie jor AVERY did not

Se Sg ee the |‘flame: ae : ; i wae 8

SaaS . as Captain’ JOHN t: EHLINGER,AO 665025 and Ist Lt. CLINTON C. LyGG,
AO 2056029, both:of the 3416th Student Officers' Squadron, were interviewed

_.2-19 January 1960... Both pilots advised that they were flying a T-6 type~

aircraft .at an altitude of approximately 10,000 feet on a heading. of 60.

fiat, degrees when.at 1858 hours, 18 January 1950, at a point appr oximately one=
"half way between Denver and. Akron Colorado, they observed a flame traveling

“+. lat a hich rate of speed om’a course of. approximately 210 dezrees. LEGG _@

~ stated that, he-ebserved the flame for about-20 seconds and ELLINGER stated
. that he observed it 5-8 seconds... Both pilots. estimated the altitude-of the

flame at 12, 000. feet. Both described it as brizht orgnze to white,» five.std...
i 7¥ “ten miles away. and LRASR RIES & straight even course. *The- flame. merely.

Ey“faded Crom view. ELLINGCER estimated tha length to be 59 feot and Lace
‘ow $i >. estimated it to be “50 yards. me ne

‘> om Win, . ” ad se Ou e
. aa ux ‘ang

ae 9. The: positions and headings “of. Cay §Pour aforementioned: aircrattTM
SeNee were oiotted om an over-lay of Sectional havohwattoal Ckarts: Trinidad -°
ae eo (8-4); Denver (T-4) and Cheyenne (U-4). Adjacent to each aircraft an arrow:

~- "was plotted. to-show the approximate . position and headingof the flane. when

“ observed by the pilots of‘therespective aircraft... The aircraft are; °
‘ Mumbered on the overlay and carried pilots as follows:

i “mo. (1) ‘ERBITZ and. AVERY* | NO. (3) WSBB and’ DRYSDALB
“NO.(2) DANIEL and ROMBERG NOs (4) BLLINGSR and LEGG

LO. A'chee with the Deaver Bomb. Slot, Det. A. 3903d Radar Naas Secring:
$q-, disclosed that their radar was not operating between 1800-2039 hours

18 January 1959.

11. A check with Base Ooerations, 3415th Technical Training ding

Training and Oeerations, and Flight Service Section, all of. Lowry AFB,.

failed to reveal any rasc0rd of notice sf od erimental arorars in Sne-aAraae

a
.
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12. eee of the course of the flame as plotted in DO #1
OY grea dhivedeees it would pass. over the area in vicinity of Ho01 Lomen Ar eat)
2" NewtMexicoe..
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va 13. Teather”cconditions: ‘tn-area of obecirakiion, evening of January
-18, 1959 were oleer. and. visibility unlimited."* Some. slight electri¢al :.
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