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HEADQUARTERS ,

CONTINENTAL AIR COMMAND Auth: Cu Goud

MITCHEL AIR FORCE BASE, NEW YORK mg AR {O50 CE

(Date) itinds)

INT 873.6 (BE) :
: 

Faq ape Tal a)

SUBJECT; Unidentified Flying Object 503
TOs Director of Intelligence, Headquarters United States Air

Force, Washington 25, De C. ;

1. Attached for your information are two narrative reports con-

cerning radar sighting of an unidentified flying object.

4

2. The fact that the object was sighted on the scopes of two (2)
radars is considered worthy of speciel note.

S$. Comment of technical exnerts, this headquarters, was solicited
° and is quoted in part for your consideration:

a. "While it is relatively well known that various ionospheric

conditions cause reflections at lower frequencies, it is usually consid-

ered that these layers have no effect at the frequencies used by the two

radar sets mentioned excent when temperature inversion or other atmos-

pheric or tronospheric conditions cause ducting and spurious reflections.

Presuming that such idealized conditions existed at the time of these

observations, it is conceivable that an actual small change in physical

lateral motion in reference to the radar set could cause a seemingly

greater change in relative vosition of the ‘object’ as observed on the

radar scope due to the varying vath lengths the radar energy takes to

and from the ‘object’ as a function of the frequency sensitive layers

v and angles of incidence of the pronogated wave. However, the great dif-

9 Y ference in the frequencies of the L-Band CPS-5 and the S-Band CPS<-4

‘ y radar sets and the evident correlation of observations between these two

. sets almost rule out the possibility of anomalous propagation effects.

N oy Further, the magnitude of the velocity and accelerations of the three

t dimensional movements ‘of the ‘object' reported are beyond the capability

\ of known heavier or lighter than air vehicles in controlled flight.
\

\
the ‘object’ was reported as remaining stationary in free space for a

\

\
\ b. “Also substantiating this unlikelihood, is the fact that

4 mean-period of two minutes.
ce "Further validity is lent to the contention of the reports

by statements that first indications, which were at high altitudes, were

Nsctehiientase”

| ; $ YEAR INTERVALS;
ah Be eD AFTER 12 YEARS.
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UNCCASSIFIEN

ities (m5



; *a"s
eT)

—_—

INT 373.5 (B), "Unidentified Flying Object", (cont)

observed on the CrS-4 height-finder before being observed on the CPS=5

————————urvetllance -radar—set~~ This follows logic and field experience, inas-
much as the high altitude coverage of the CPS-5 is known to be poor and

the antonna is not capable of being automatically tilted as in the case

of the CPS=4 on which the controller may tilt the antenna within wide

limitations to observe any high altitude or high angle objects. It is

to be noted that vrevious field experience with s CPS-5 surveillance

radar set has indicated that targets vicked up at ranges and altitudes

indicated in subject report would probably have a reflection aspect ratio

in the order of magnitude of a B-29 or greater.

a. "In the absence of detailed vertical and horizontal cover-=

age charts for the specific radar sites and comprehensive weather reports

for the area during the period of time these observations were noted, a

more complete study or evaluation at this time is not feasible.

sa é e. "In summary, no known electronic phenomena, nor combinations
of several electronic phenomena could conceivably produce all of the ob-—

servations covered by the attached reports."

4. The frequency of reports of this nature has recently increased;

instructions have therefore been directed to all radar installations within

this command to report scope sightingsof unusual objects.

: 5. It is recommended that reports of unidentified objeot sightings

be reconsidered for submission from all Zone of Interior Air Force agencies.

"FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: , s

: to "i8

1. Report of lst Lt. F.E.Parker

2, Report of lst Lt. F.K.Matteon

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTy) 4 INTERV >;DWOLASSHFIaD AFTER 12 YEARS
_ DOD DIR 6200.10 ; 
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10 March 1950

NARRATIVE REPORT OF

1ST LION, Gc1ST AC & W SQ, SELZRIDI AFB, 120i:

On the first occasion of noticin; the strane object 3 ‘ar 50,
at 2505, I had just cons from the Selfridze AFB Officers' Club «nd
as 1 turned down irisht Slvd. on the way to the min gate I noticed
a stranse object directly over the Post Exchange 3ld:., descendin:
vertically at a slow rate. I stopped the car and watched this
object descend to an aporoximate height of 5,000 feet, hovering
there for aporoximate one (1) minute then proceedin; in a westerly
direction to approximately fifty (50) miles west of my Dosition.
Then the odject turned south and flew approximately fifty (50) miles,
then turned around and flew back north for approximately fifty (50)
miles, then stopped and disappeared from my view. The above took
place in four minutes (time checked with my personal wrist watch).

True prospective was not possible because it did not diminish
in size or intensity as it increased its distance from ms. The
movement was as stated above but I cannot state she fisures -iven
above as accurate, because of the false prospective. An sirszlane
flew by on an avnvroximate heading of 285° at 5,000 feet just after
the object moved on a heading of 270°. It was easy to determine
the relative size and tne diminishing size of this aircraft (C-47),
as it proceeded on its course and completely faded at anoroxinatelyeight te) miles.

The object was distinzuished from an airplane by its vertical
descent and its sreat speed in the lateral plane. It was distin uisnred |
from heavenly bodies oy its rapid change in relative position fro7
the vertical to the horizontal. Also its abrupt chanze in course.

The only way I can describe the light from this object is by
comparins it to the light of a house window at night, at a distanceo

of thirty (50) yards and the yellowish slow it sives off. The
object had a slishtly darker color and a greater intensity than a
house lisht as mentioned avove,.

The object did not lisht up the area beneath it, althouzh it
seemed to burn with an extremely intense dull lisht, nor did it
lisht up the surrounding light haze. In watchine this ooject I was
unable to determine the size, ture intensity and the size of the lisht
did not chanve a: reciably (not noticeadle to iw) durins the entire
time I watched its movement,

Altheush I had just come fron a stas party at the Gfficers' Club,I was completely sober, having only one «lass of beer Curincs the entire
evening. Jecause of this, I did not mention this exverience until
( sy A 50, the ie I saw — happenings on the radar scopes
AY/CPS-4 and AN/CPS<5 Radar). 
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The second oxperisnce was as follows. I went on duty as

Controller at 1530, S'iarch 1950. At 1945 hours a dlip was vointed

out to ino tiat was at 270°, sixtyeeizht (68) miles, 40,000 fect
(measured by the iI scope). “e (cl am and i) wate!hed this blip
and it did not move for three (3) minu then faded. At 2002 hours
the target was picked uo asain and it was at 40,000 feet, latcral

movement was detected in a northeasterly direction; at this tine I

estimated the syveed at 1,500 mon.h.e At 2006 hours a tarcet apneared

at 350°, fifty-sicht (58) miles at 45,000 feet. There wero four (4)
jet aircraft flying in the local area at this time at 24,000 feat

and the altitude of the jet aircraft on a bearinz of 340°, thirty-

eight (38) miles, was checked at 25,000 feet on the “RI scope, the

pilot stated that he was flyinz at 24,000 feet. This lends support

of the accuracy of the FRI scove. The stranze object faded after

one minute. Captain MQM and LtaBMBoame in and I left the
radar scones.

At 2020 hours i returned to the HRI scope to see an object at

350° » thirty-eight (38) miles climb from 30,000 feet to 45,000 fest
in one (1) minute, with no lateral movement detected. I went off

duty and left the GCI room at 2025 hours.

Gn the first occasion it was cloudless, inoderately bricht
moonlight nisht, with a light haze; on the second occasion, it was

clear with unrestricted visibility and no moon.

I am 27 years of age and have been a rated pilot in the USAF

since October 1942, havinz over 2,900 hours flying time. I have

had seven (7) months experience as a Radar Controller.

a.
lst Lt, USAF

“ NAWNER ANTN AT 9 vwRrin TTR ALS

“DwCLASSIib veLER 12 YEARS. |
UNCLASSIFIED DOD DIR 5200.10

. ie oN “cose



a, \

ca Department of the Air Force
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 5D-0S1/DML/fmn

Washington

UNCLASSIFIED

D 2-21 . 14 March 1950

SSUBJFCT: "PROJECT GRUDGE” Unconventional Type ‘ircraft

: (Unexplained "Blip" on Radar Scopes Caused by
Metallic Targets)
SPECIAL INQUIRY

Commanding General

Air Materiel Conmand

Wright-Patterson Air Force Bese
Dayton, Ohio

ATTN: MCIAXS

The attached copies of a spot report regarding the above subject, |

Hated 10 March 1950, are forwarded for your infommation and file.

Incl . /s/ JAMES F. X. O'CONNELL C
Spot Rpt dtd 10 Mar 50 Lt Colonel, USAF - 0

Cin dup) ) District Commander P

ist Ind MCTAXA@1/JJR/ed

b. Also would like to know that the veather conditions (in
detail) were during period in question and immediately preceding.

c. bid fighter planes observe anything unusual, or did they

eport any unusual turtulence in the area?

OTHER DOWNGRKRAGEE AT SOY INTERVALS:
FOR TIP COSANDING GUN CATS DECLASSULED Aer 08 12 YEAS.

UNCLASSIFIED DOD Dix 5200.10

n/c Heavies 1 * Colonel, USAF
WIS NOV 45 soem ithwS *O/conieae sie ‘Ory = Chief, Intelligence Dept

vr
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TURNS UIT SLATES AT? FORCE
WASHINGTON :

The Tucpoetor Geasrel tar
23th District Of'ice of Spacinl Investinatior:

Box 526, LiPA, Detroit 32, hilehigan

ae te CONFIDENT. __-UNCLASSiFEy

‘ 
10 Yerch 1950

SUJET; Unceaventtonal Type Adraraft
(Unexplainad "Blip" on Rader
Scopes Caused hy letallic Tergets)

TOs Director of Special Investigations
Headquarters United States Mx Foire

‘ATIN: Counter Intelligehce Divieica

| WMS, Refor Cporetor

on. Scifvidce Air Fores Base, Hich.,
9 G2n3 duties, sons agariuatinn,@id on 9 Yarch 1950 oosarve in radar ccones wreplained "Alin". The"Blip acted in a mouliar maunsr. It ras 6:72 aaa iemaernsthat the unidentified Blip" wz2s of an tnsenvontional tre elroreft.

Observations of “Blip” elzo recorded by enlisted persenne!. on duty
during the comeerned pericd of tima,: %

2. DRTATTSs yaa on duty with the Gis% fader Section
an 9 iarch 1950 to control the positions of local jot aircraft. Obsex~vations control wore normal until aporexiimitely 19'S ours, at rates

observed & “Blip” on the "HIT" sonpe at eppreximately
9 vange ars .azimtth holding steady at 270°, é¢ miles. "Glin

t

ho, ?was brilliant for a few saconis, then faded, and ceme bach: at a difforun:Location approximately five (5) minutes later. At this tins other vaier
operators observed the "Blip" and questions 1b. The. astimted speed ‘Which was not wall founded but aaoursti to be about 25C0 miles per hour ,

vectors corived from the instante. The flip? wag-obecrved wien
_ phloked up the secend tims to mova laterally io a bearing of 345° and
wes observed to bo consistent for about threo (3) minutos with the “pp0070 eal, during this period of time, did nos recond the infer-
mation in a log. Ho:ver, hia curiesity esvcad him to contact various
Jot fighters in th area to datomnine their altitude, woaring, and
ee cold ba used as a Gousle choel on the radar scope.

than left tha Rader Roort and turned over controlicr work to

DOWNGRADED AT’? YRAR INTERVATES.DECLASSIFIED ArT 12 YEARS
: DOD DIR 5200.10



Con NTA UNCLASSIFIED.

Subject: Unconventimmal type Aiscralt 20 Eh 50
(Unexplained "Blip" on Radar
Scopes Caured uy Matallic Targets)

Th. SE” Lo roquosted that the reday erews record in
log various readings and coordinate the various scopes. Whon ,
orev first ebservad the wiidensified “Rlip', ho notices a vory delins.ts
rapid decrease in aliitude ca "RI" scope to avout 15,009 fest. Tro
tire wes not noted. The “Blip” was egain piclssd up a azpracdtmotelr
2016 hows on the "PPI" eaopa. | .

To facilitate unierst=uling of bearings and zor30, a 360°
Cirele divided inio four (11) eal quadranis, the Mrat cundwan, 1.0.,
© to 90° being Zone 1, 90° to 10° Zens 2, 130° to 279° Zora 3, and
270° to 360° Zone ly the waday lines being cardinal directions =
north, east, south and west. Same of the entries froa the "PPI" scons
log reveal at 2015 heuwrs, 156°, LS miles, phantom afroratt; 20!:7 hens,
iRBe! LO miles, phantom airorats; SCl3 hours, 16°, 546 miles, coo hevrs,

©, 60 miles; 2950 hourn, 152°, 67 miles; 2051 houra, 136°, 75 miles:
2052 houre, 135°, 79 miles. Tho readings of "ERI" seore. Lng reveal at

2105 hours, 180°, 52 miles, 15,000 fests 106 hours, 175°, 7S mics,
2),,000 feet; 2107 hours, 165°, 33 miles, 25,000 fests 2105 hows, 160°,
39 miles; 27,000 feats 2109 howra, 157°, 1) miles, 29,009 Snob; S130
hours, 153°, Ls WIS » 35,009 Sooty 2122 hours, 145°, 51 nities, 35,000
feet; 2113 hours, 140°, 56 miles, 35,000 foots 21D hours, 137°, GO
ttlles, 36,000 fest; § hours; 129°, 70 miles, 38,00) fest. Tre "Isp"
was then Jost for a period of time, however, at various times threrhe "
out the evening, a ono (1) to three (3) second observation wag made of
the unidentified "Blip". ; ,

Both PeuRears agreed that ths approvirate sizo
of the midentified "Blin® would bs similar to a B~35 end that ths
tHlio’ at timss arparently ras folloe: the vaatore of various jot
fighters in Zonea 2 emi hy. oiso'belisvs that the
erratic vertical readings on the part of the "Bliat,

as it appeared to occur acter the radar sold hold steady on tho "E74"
fox & poricd of several secemis te a minute o pres aaa
further estimted speads to be from 1:20 miicsa an how horixental to :
(2509 miles pes hew werti eeésrved move activiliy to ce in

vertical resdinza. Jains that: the Radar Obsar=

vation Roca waa in t “939 4nd the resdings on the legs for ts |

time elcnent concerned would vary and it 28 caused by the man maldne
recerdings to have his watch pisitien wrens. Both #

recalled 15,000 fest altituds varistions wishin a matter of seconds

on the pare of thse urddentified “Blip'. The rapid changes in vertical
would occur between 30,000 end 45,000 feats. At ons time, Li.

owed the unidentified "Blip" to a distance of 120 niles

t.



fron station in Zone and in as close as 36 miles in Zone. It.
advised that on Friday, 3 March 1950, at approximtely 2305

» after he had licft a stag party in the “officers! Club and having
had only one beer during the course of tho evening, he had observeda

- yellowish light in the sky. 9 at this tina, was driving his
car from the Officers! Club in the ‘direction of the PX on Self@ridco
Air Force Bass. He slowed his car dom and observed the light, tho -
size and trilltancy undetermined but described to be the epproximate

color and sice of an electric light within a house showing through 2
normal size window at a distance of about 50 to 75 feet ona dark
— The light was descending vertically over the Base and at
ghd tmp to be a flare but, due to the color of the light, 1+
was re ot ge Ray Fh conghg +9 then stopped his.
car and observed the light further.. en proceeded westward©

holding the same aeimuth for aramanteler to 50 atten. The light
then went southward approxinately the com distence, stopping and
returning nortimard from the contér line of sight she sam distance
giving the north-south movement approximately 80 to aed miles. This

_cceurred within four (}) minutes of time.

. 3. COLMENT s Persons furnishing this informtion appeared to be
particularly sincere and interested. . vi

he ACTION: Two copies mailed through District Office No. 5 to
CommandingGenoral, Air Uateriel Command, Yixtght-Patterson Air Force
Base, Dayton, Ohio, ATTN: MCIA. Add4td.onal copies forwarded tos

-. §th OSI District (IG) (2)
.Cormanding General, Tenth Air perce (2)
‘Gommanding Officer, 5éth Fightare

‘Interceptor Wing, Selfvidce AFB ”
Commanding Officor, — ACW Gp. (2

Re a

Major, USAF

District Commander

WNGRADED AT2 YRAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIEDAVTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10 -
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