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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 31-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

Venus as a Morning Star

One of the “best” UFOs of the year 1950 appeared when Venus

performed in plain sight of the ATIC offices at Wright-Patterson

Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio [2, p. 103].

About midmorning on March 8 a TWA plane, coming in to land

at Dayton municipal airport, was circling to get into the traffic pat-

tern when both pilot and copilot noticed an extremely bright light

hovering in the southeast. Much brighter and larger than a star, it

appeared and disappeared in the high, thick, scattered clouds. The

tower operators, who also saw it, immediately telephoned the Ohio

Air National Guard and officials at ATIC. Within minutes the UFO

had attracted an audience of exceptionally well-qualified observers.

Air Force experts on unidentified flying objects watched it from the

ground, technicians studied returns on the radar screens at the labo-

ratory at Wright Field, and the pilots of two hastily scrambled F-51s

tried to intercept it.

The radar operators, who reported returns from both UFO and

_ pursuit planes, called the pilots and vectored them in toward the

target. Both pilots could see the light at first, but when they had

climbed to about 15,000 feet they found themselves in clouds so

thick that neither could see the other plane, and the unknown was

no longer visible. Since ground radar reported that the planes were

getting closer to the target, the pilots decided to continue, on in-

struments, but they sepzrated to avoid the danger of colliding with

each other, In a few seconds they were deep in dense cloud. Flying

conditions were far worse than they had expected and the planes

were icing up fast. Nevertheless the pilots kept climbing until

ground radar advised them that they were almost on target. Real-

izing that if a solid object actually were ahead of them they would

hit it before they could see it, the pilots immediately descended to

below the clouds and circled, hoping for a break in the overcast,

until ground radar reported that the target was fading fast. The

planes then landed. When the clouds broke momentarily, after about

an hour, the UFO was not visible.

A conference took place at ATIC that afternoon to discuss the

identity of the mysterious light and the cause of the radar echoes.
A check showed that the position of the UFO had been identical

with that of Venus. The light, the conference concluded, had been

Venus. One pilot later disagreed, arguing that the light had not

looked to him like a planet and that if the object had been Venus

it should have appeared, but did not, at the same time on the fol-

lowing day. The prevailing weather conditions, however, would

have distorted the image and made it unlike the pale light of Venus

occasionally visible in the daytime. It was not visible at all the fol-

lowing day because of different weather conditions.

The radar returns, the investigators found, had come from the
Vodaw nlande and were unrelated to the light. Both planes had
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suBsect Unidentified Object Incident of 5 March 1950

Separate commenta by heriwentel lines acrese page.

part «6315 Mar 50 commtnt no. 7bic] FROM

MCIAXA, Col Hemstreet (to note)
MCIA, Col Feiling (to note)
MCI, Col Watson (to-note)
MCIAXA=1, Mr. Rodgers (to

(In Turn) Project GRUDGE)

,

1. At 1020, 8 Mar 50, Col Watson called the undersigned stating that various
reports on an unidentified object had reached his office, and that I was directed to

investigate the matter and take whatever steps I felt necessary. Col Watson referred

me to Capt Howe, Ext 64106, and Sgt Guzi, Ext 22110.

2. The undersigned contacted Capt Howe immediately and received the information

relative to his activities as contained in inclosure 1. Following the receipt of this

information by telephone, I requested Capt Howe to prepare the inclosure as quickly as

possiblein order that the facts as I received them could be recorded without distortion.

I next called Sgt Guzi and obtained information that the radar scanner that he was opera-

ting gave a signal of tremendous size and that the random motion of the signals precluded

cloud formations. He further stated that the range of the signal covered 90° and was ~

fran 20-1,0,000 distance in range. These reports varied until 11,0, at which time he
notified me that he had lost the signal because the object had come closer to the field
than fifteen miles.

3. At 1030 various crews were alerted to accomplish the following tasks:

a. Messrs Deyarmond and Kobernuss assigned to Vandalia Airport to interrogate

‘personnel reported to have observed the object. Investigation report contained in

inclosure 2. :

b. Mr. Johnson disvatched to the radar site in Area B to investigate unknown

radar targets. Report of investigation is contained in inclosure 3. = # # .._....

‘Kh. Col Feiling contacted Col Paul in Flicht Test Division to arrange for dispatch-

ing’of observation airplanes, and repaired to the radar station in Area-B to utilize the

radar search facilities and a mobile ground transmitting station in order that the air-

craft could.be properly orientated. Arrangements’ with+Msi Prown, Ext 20310, Area-B, we:

accomplished to bring the mobile transmitting station into operation at the radar site,

using channel B for contact with the airplanes.

5. The final results of the investigation indicated that the object seen at

Vandalia Airport was probably the planet Venus, and that the contact with WPAFR resulte

in the radar scanning of ice laden-clouds which gave registration on the radar scope tk

appeared to be an unidentified object of tremendous size. The dispatching of the air-

craft to the scene of_the unidentified object disclosed the fact that the radar scope t

Picked up the ice ladgn;ctouds..-7
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AMC EXPLHIMENTAL TeST PILOT SCHOOL

FLIGHT TEST DIVISION

WRITS T=ig ey ATR FORCE BASE

DAYTON, CHIO

& March 1950

SUBJiCT: Report of Unidentiried Object in Yicinity of
Wright-Patterson Air #orce 5ase

At approximately 7:45 A.M. I was informed by the Control

Tower, Patterson Field to search for an unicentified object

which was high over the field. The Tower told me ones

ooject had been originally reported by two airlines pilots

to the Vandalia Control Towers Tne pilots described it as
a long slender dsocay at an estimated altitude of approximately

10,0U0 ft and approaching from the north west. By the time

I received this information the V ndalia Control YTower had
f re slass CSethe object sizsnted with their

‘

/
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At approximately 63:10 A.M. Major Kenneth C. Chilstrom

took off in an F-60 to ssareh for it. At this time and
rT

for approximately the next hour the Vancalia control Tower

had the object visually located, and they gave this location

as about "155-1lou° bearing from the Tower", They did not

know the altitude or cuistance i'rom the station, but they
.

re)

timated 1t to be at the heisht of the hizsh cirrus clouds

er the field. -+nese clouds were at an altitude of 53U,Uu0U ft,

At approximately 5:30 A.N. I called Cclonsl Oszsood of

the Llectronic Suoaivision to zet any Radar assistance the

division might be adle to give. I also ecntacted Captain
Waiting of the All Weather Division for sassistance of the
All eather Search Radar which is located at Jamestown, Chio

At tnis time, the Vancalia Tower was still in visual contact‘

ri tw isa odie they "TAMS atte em reee . $m ~ m3 i
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Ghilstrom to its Llocution, out tney were unsuccessful.
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At cone time, Major Chilstrom saic the Tower identified his
it an wen 1 < Mas x 7 ~ ~ tle “ ait }position as "apparently fairly close tc the cbject", but he
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Shortly afterwards, however, a National saerd pilos fron
Vencelia, Colonel shaeier, sishted an cb jcct wnen he was
n tne zround, and -e took ofi in an Be51 and abte. pred
© tract ite "Arter he lancec, I taiked to Colonei Shaecrer,

and he reported to me that "he followed Lt ror 20 to 30

uinutes and the object did net chsenge its position". Decause

ot this, Colonel Shaerer thought it misht be a “heavenly

boay". During all of this time, neither Radar was able to

detect any strange oocies ci any sort.

At approximately 11:50 A.M. I received a telephones call

srom the Electronic Subdivision Rader station. The operator

in charge reported to me that the operators hac an unidentiried

ovject in their scope 35 miles east of the station ata
relative bearing of 105° to the station. This object sac

an echo 100 mils in width. At this time I called Colonel

Watson, Military Intelligence VLivision and relayed this

information to him.

I wish to report that I contacted the Sase Operations

ffice at Patterson Field immediately after I atte .pted

to establish the Radar search and acieiesd the operations
any interested organizationsofficer on duty to contact

of either the Base or Zeaciquarters, ANC«

At 10;00 A.M. I contacted the Public Relations
Officer of Headquarters, AMC and notified the officer that

a report of an unidentified cbhjéect ad been mace. I also

netified this officer that botn tre Blectrcnics Jivision

and All iieather Livision had assisted in tne search for

the unicentified oody. To the best ot my knowledse, I co

not recall divulging any additional intoruation to the
v

Public Nelations Office.

ROBERT M. HOWE

Captain, USAF

1L0s19A
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AT VANDALIA ATRPORT REGARDING SIGHTING
OF “STRANGE OBJECT"

l. Two representatives of the Intelligence Department, Hq AMC, W-P AFB,

Mr. Albert Deyarmond and Mr. Fred Kobernuss, talked with several people at

the Vandalia airport with regard to the sighting of an unidentified object on

the morning of 8 March 1950.

2. Names of people who were interrogated with regard to this phenomenon

ares

a. Mr. George Barnes, Airport Traffio Controller;

CAA (Dayton Tower)
be Mr. Sherman Seydler, Chief Airport Traffic Controller;

CAA (Dayton Tower)
ce. Mr. Stevens; Chief, Weather Bureau

dad. Mr. Fordham; Weather Bureau

Ce Lt Colonel Dale E. Shafer; Chief, Operations Officer,

National Guard Squadron at Vandalia airport

3. Interrogation of Mr. Barnes:

Mr. Barnes stated that at approximately 0650 he sighted an object

in the direction of E/NE; that is at a bearing of about 70°. The reason
for noticing this object was that it moved rather fast and seemed quite

luminous. It appeared buliet shaped and left a vapor trail in its wake. The

vapor trail was approximately six times the object's diameter, and the end

of the vapor trail remained at the same distance behind the object throughout

the course of movement. When the object finally stopped it was at a bearing

of approximately 120° (possibly 180°), and in the general direction of S/SW.

It took approximately five seconds for the object to travel from the 70°

bearing to the 120° bearing. The angle of elevation during this entire move-

ment was 15° above the horizon. The "object" diameter seemed to be about two

feet. After the object stopped, he decided to cail several other people who

were at work at that time (abat 7:15 A.M.) and requested them to taxe a look

at it through binoculars. Mr. Seydler, Miss J. Kesling, and several others

came to the tower ard observed the object. The sbject hovered in the posi-

tion for several minutes and seemed to be a sphere. Its brilliance suggested

that it caild possibly have been mde of aluminum. A TWA flight, lo. 21,

piloted oy Captain D. i. Milier, was coming into the Vandalia airport at

about the time this object stopped its horizontal travel. The pilot was

notified and requested to locate the object, but did not do so until he was

told to turn in a direction of S/S¥. Pilot Miller radioed in that he had

Bighted the object but could not determine what it was. At about the same

time tir. Barnes called the Patterson Tower. By that time the object had

begun to ascend. It was kept in sight for about 2% - 3 hours by means of
er we ape ee ae ae ae a ee ee “2

j binoculars, and all that time it was ascending at what seemed to be a
“terrific speed.It was definitely going into the wind while rising, and its
size seemed to decrease about one-half from that when it was first sighted.

-At approximately 10 A.M. the object disappeared due to cloud cover closing

in. ,
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bs UNCLASSIFIED
4. Interrogation of Mr. Seydler:

' Mr. Seydler observed the object between the hours of 0300 and 1000.

He noted that the sphere seemed to be thin when it turned; however, he be-

lieved that sun reflection might have had something to do with this appari-

tion. He claims that the object travelled to a height above 50,000 feet

since high cirrus clouds were present at approximately 29,000 to 50,000 feet

and he thought that he noticed the clouds to be between the ground and the

object. He could not determine the distance of the object in any other way.

He further gave information as to the strength of the surface winds at the

time. He stated that ground surface winds were south-westerly and blowing

at 25 mph. The TWA Flight No. 21 reported high velocity winds at altitude,

and the pilot thought they were westerly in direction. Mr. Seydler stated

that the captain of the TWA flight saw the object approximate:y 15 minutes

after the object was first called to his (the pilot's) attention. (NOTE:

Mr. Barnes omitted this piece of information during his interrogation.)
Furthermore, Mr. Seydler also remarked tmt the pilot did not see the ob-

ject too clearly and would not definitely describe it as man-powered or

of being a type of flying saucer.

5. Interro ‘tion of Mr. Stevens:

Mr. Stevens came into the tower at approximately 0750 and observed

the object with binoculars and the mked eye. Hestated that it seemed to

be a very luminous disk and reminded him of a cosmic balloon. He stated
me cen ree ne ne ee en en ate

that the object ascended into the wind and was under observation for approxi-

mately two and one-half hours until cloud cover obscured it.

6. Interrogation of lir. Fordham:

Mr. Fordham observed the object a few minutes after it had stopped,

(as told to him by Mr. Barnes) and continued to watch its progress as it

ascended. His opinion was that a meteor or some other celestial body had

come into the earth's orbit and by some means or other became a temporary

satellite. He mde some mention of the fact that the object resembled a

weather balloon of thetype he had observed during his past years of weather
ee a

forecasting experience,

7. Interrogation of Lt Colonel Shafer:

Lt Colonel Shafer observed people rushing past his office at a few

minutes before 0800 and therefore decided to see what the excitement was

about. He went to the tower in order to observe the object which had been

reported to be visible from there. At first sight, it impressed him as being

no more than a star although he claims that other people observing the object

were observing various details which he could not see. He observed it with

both the naked eye and binoculars, and did not notices anything unusual sdout

the object and his opinion did not waver from his original impression; that

is, that the object was a bright star. However, since Mr. Burnes, who was

the only one to have seen the object move in a horizontal direction, insisted

. aA — QoWATTTAT ADP AMM A rm n wmVAT WT TRV AT nd
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NCL ase_ that this had happened, Colonel aS “Aeaided 'td-chase the object in an
F-51. Colonel Shafer reported to the tower at various times during his climb

to altitude and said that at no time during the climb did the angle of

elevation (about 40°) between him and the object vary, neither did the

azimuth vary. According to Colonel Shafer, the object was at a bearing of

165-170° and no variation in this positionwas noticed during the entire

flight. Colonel Shafer maintains that the object was a star since its angle

of elevation never varied (that is, when seen from the ground or from the
air), and furthermore, that its bearing of 165-170° did not change. Colonel

Shafer stated that he reached an indicated altitude of 58,000 feet but that

he could not approach the object and decided to return to the Vandalia air-

port since his oxygen supply system maintains a pressure altitwie of only

$5,000 feet within the cockpit. He did remember that as he gained altitude

the intensity of the object increased, but this only strengthened his

opinion that the object was a star. After returning to his office he de-

cided to call the University of Dayton and consult an astronomer there.

The astronomer notified Colonel Shafer that the angle of elevation and the

general bearing of the ob ject corresponded with the position of the planet

Venus at this time of year.

8. Comments of Intelligence Department Representatives:

It appears that the object observed at the Vandalia airport on

8 March 1950 was the planet Venus. Mr. Barnes, who first observed the object,

is on the "graveyard" shift and perhaps was somewhat exhausted from his night

duties. A morning mist was present on 8 March and this mist may have caused

a refraction of the light rays transmitted by the planet Venus thus giving

the appearance of a luminous sphere travelling at a rather high rate of speed.

It should be remembered that the object was observed before sunrise (at ap-
roximately 0650) and that the sky was beginning to become quite bright, and

that movement of mist and/or smoke could have given the appearance of vapor

trails emanating from the object. After the object had apparently stopped;

ir. Barnes notified several other people so thst his story could be confirmed;

however, all of these witnesses saw the object at approximately the same bear-

ing; thst is, 160-170° and watched it ascendin a direction from N/NE to S/Si.

This corresponds to the general celestial path of Venus. It is therefore

concluded that the object was, in all probability, the planet Venus, and

that some unusual phenomenom such as peculiarities of light ray refraction

gave the appearance of a luminous sphere travelling at high speed.

{GRADED AT 3 YRAN INTERVALS:DRCLASSIPIED AVTER 12 YEARS,
‘ ao oe ~ DOD‘DIR 5200.10-
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Mrs Ae He Sullivans: ~ ~~ zg | 9 warch: 1950

Mir. Ry A. Johnson at,

Investigation of Unknown, Radar sargere 2 ‘

1. At apprexinately 12330 Ait, g. March i980, urs Re La dames. and the writer
were informed ‘that unidentified signals of very. large amplitude: were being’:

received on. the SCR-5% in Area B,~ It was also reported that unidentified ——

objeets descrited as celestial. bodies were observed earlier in the day, Mr.

‘James and. the writer proceededte. the radar site in order to observe the ces
and suggested that, although tha: signals were undoubtedly weather ya ys
it. would be- advisable te. check: by:performingan- gir-intercdption.. An. F Ye

- aircraft. waa, victored. to the. approximate ecation 9f.the. targets and. reported”:A nae
paelsthat stripsof. ice lade: clouds. runoing ‘northwestto southeast were visibles)

at approximately 10,000 feet.{ Trisinformation concurred. with plots obtained’ =; °~
by the radar forming conclusive myneenee that besa radar Sargets,were. - fact. ae
reflections from the ice mene ate,» s fi

2, Ib is. believed that the visible sightings: may have deen: dus to’ tie? ost
‘early moming sun eacram: styrene the ice laden clouds cacausing an cpticalTM:. ©:
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Excerpt from Daily Intelligence Brief - Secret, Auth: CG, AMC, By:
Spencer Whedon, Date: 9 March 1950.

he AMC INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS ON UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT (RESTRICTED)

AMC investigation of reports on the presence of an unidentified
object in the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 Mar 50, indicates
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: ice-crystal clouds which re-

flected sunlight and registered on radar scopes; and visibility of the

plant Venus, which is sometimes observed in daylight. Wright-Patterson

pilots, dispatched to search for an object which had been registered

on radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. Another

pilot reported an object believed to have been Venus.

The following was sent in telecon to A-2

Ref AMC Daily Intelligence Brief dtd 9 March 1950.

AMC investigation of reports on the presence of an unidentified

object in the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 Mar 50, indicates
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: ice-crystal clouds which

reflected sunlight and registered on radar scopes; and visibility of the

plant Venus, which is sometimes observed in daylight. Wright-Patterson

pilots, dispatched to search for an object which had been registered on

radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. Another pilot

reported an object believed to have been Venua.
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12 Apr 50

ie Unidentified Flying Object

geet APOTV=TC - Tate 12 Apr 5S

ee 2c ‘esos this material bevchecked by elec- No. 1
-“fronics peopley ene.action ve taken as you deem appro=

othe Provably, ¢out of qwarteur,. an answer is required; however, Policy would
‘ appear to be the-logical- office for action. If you concur, adequate background

information should be furnished for their vreparation of the indorsement.

/s/ R.C. BRIXNER, Captain, US

Chief, Evaluation Div.
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- ADOIP 9 ri B UNCLASSIFIED

1. Forwarded fo’ consideration as noted in para 2 of

Conment Noe 1.
2e Detailed study has been made of attached letter and 2

tnclosures from Continental Air Command. /7inal analyses

were delayed awaiting receipt of twenty-four hour weather revorts for 8 and 9 Mar
1950 for Selfridge Av3B area. a

3. Attention is invited to recommendation in para 5, page 2 of basic letter.
It is recommended that the following information be incorporated in reply to
Continental Air Command's recommendation:

ae Concur as follows with conclusions reached by Continental Air Commend

in regard to incident described in basic letter and its inclosures:

(1) "the magnitude of the velocity and accelerations of the thrse
dimensional movements of the ‘object® reported are beyond the

capability of known heavier or lighter than air vehicles in

' eontrolled flight.*

(2) - -“sapporting this is the fact that the ‘object’ was revorted as

= Pemaining stationary in free space for a mean~period of two

ni - nateai minutes. * °
bd. There is a conflict in data on the incident; one witness states that

the incident occurred on 9 March (see Incl. 3, page 2, 1st para.) and other wit-
ness states incident occurred on 9 March (see Incl. 1, page 1, 1st paras};

Ce What-is believed to have been a similar incident, also obeerved by

radar (SCR-584), occurred at Wright-Patterson AYB on the morning of 8 March 1950.
At approximately 0745 two airline nilots renorted that they had seen a long

slender body at about 10,000 ft approaching from the northwest. The odject was

Cisoneeup by observers at the Vandalia control tower who observed the object

inooulares The control tower vectored an 7-80 aircraft to the approxinzate

position of the ‘object’ but the pilot could see nothing ale

though the control tower was still in visual contact with it.

Later, an F-51 attempted to track the object. It could aot

intercept it. Turing this time radar had not been able to detect any strange

objects of any sort. However, at adont 1150 hours signals of large amplitude

were being received on an SCP-584. An 9-80 was vectored to the approximate loca-

tion of the targets and reported back that strips of ice laden clouds running

northwest ‘to southwest were visibleat approximately 10,000 ft. This information

concurred with’ plots obtained by the radar and gave conclusive evidence that the

2 radar targets were in fact reflections from the ice laden clouds. Theearlier
\.. vignal sightings were apparently due to the morning sun shining pees athe
“fee laden clouds causing an optical illusion.

ad. Although the ‘object’ observed on radar at Selfridge AYB was

~ characterized vy velocities ranging from zero to approximtely 420 mph, and
erratic changes.in altitude which showed no intellizent maneuvering, the obdser-

“=~ wations could easily have been the result of turtulent conditions in ice laden
atmospheres. A study of the weather in the Selfridge AYB area during twenty-four

hour periods on 8 and 9 March shows that such turbulent conditions could have

' prevailed. Such conditions are not unusual for that time of year.

®, As in the case of such incidente examined in the past, there has -

deen no evidence that unusual observations have deen the resnlt of a new technolog~

ical advancement dy an alien power. In every case where there has been suffi-

Cient usable data, it haa deenZstaat a seemingly wmsnal observation was the
result of ai sidentification. Tt was for this reason that requiremente for
special investization of such incidents ond the entire "Project Grudae* (unidenti-~

fied aerial objects) were cancelled by Hq. USAY earlier this year. The discontin-

auance of scactali reporting and considerasion haa 208 stonved the revorts of such

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS:

(INICl Ace cine . DECLASSIFIED AFTER 19 YEARS.
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Unidentified Flying Obdject

| AROIP

incidents. Cursory examination of such reports ae have come to the attention

of Ha. USAT have merely confirmed the conclusions which 2 (continued

- Jastified discontinuance of the special considerations once

_ given thea. Hq. USA has outstanding requirements with all commands, domestic,

and overseas, for the collection of technical intelligence. These are con-

tinuously re-emphasized and focused on priority items.
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RESTRICTED

Telecon No. 241 18 Apr 1950

From Lt Col Linstrand MCIA to Maj Boggs D/I- tq USAF

The following reports of an unguided object in the vicinity of W-pP

AFB are forwarded, reference telephone conversation Maj Boggs 17 Apr:

Report by Captain Kobert M. Howe: @ Mar 50:

"At approximately 7:45 A.M. I was informed by the control tower

Patterson Field to search for an unidentified object which was high

over tie field. The tower told me this object had been originally

reported by two airline nilots to the vandalia control tower. The

pilots described it as a long, slender body at an estimated altitude

of approximately 10,000 feet and approaching from the Northwest. By

the time I received this information the Vanaatia control had the object

Sighted with their field glasses.

"At approximately 8:10 A.M. Major Kenneth G. Chilstrom took off in

an F-80 to search for it. At this time and for approximately the next

hour the Vandalia control tower had the object visually located, and they

gave this location as about 155-160 degrees bearing fron the tower.

They did not know the altitude or distance from the station, but they es-

timated it to be at the height of the high cirrus clouds over the field.

These clouds were at an altitude of 30,000 ft.

"At approximately 8:30 AM I called Colonel Osgood of the Electronic

subdivision to get any radar assistance the Division might be able to

give. I also contacted Captain Whiting of the all weather division

for assistance of the all weather search radar which is located at

Jamestown, Ohio. At this time, the Vandalia tower was still in visual

contact with the object, and they were attempting to direct Major Chilstron

to its location, but the: were unsuccessful. At one time, Major Chilstrom

said the tower identified his position as'anparently fairly close to the

object' but he was unable to identify any object or body of any kind.

Shortly afterwards, however, a National Guard pilot from Vandalia,

Colonel Shaefer, sighted an object when he was on the ground, and he took

off in a F-51 and attenpted to track it. After ne landed, I talked to

Colonel Shaefer, a he reported to me that he followed it for 29 to 30
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ninutes and the object did not change its position.' Because of this

Colonel Shaefer thought it tight be a»'heavenly body’. During all

of this time, neither radar was able to detect any strange bodies of

any sort.

"at approximately 11:30 Ali Ll received a telephone call from

the Tlectronic subdivision radar ststion, The operator in charge

reported to me that the operators had an unidentified object in

their scope 35 miles east of the station at a relative bearing of

105 degrees to the station. Tuis object had an. eciioilOU mils in

width. At this tine I called Colonel Yatson, ‘ilitary Intelligence

Divisionand relayed this information to him. "1 ° 3

"I wish to report that I contacted the base operations office at

Patterson Field inmediately after I attempted to establish the radar

search and advised the operations officer on duty to cmtact any

interested organizations of either the base or HNeadcuarters ANC.:

é.\8 "at 10:00 AM I contacted the public relations officer of
Headauarters AMC ani notified the officer that a report of an un-

identified object had been made. I also notified tnis officer that

’ both the electronics division and all vcatiucr Givision had assisted

in the search for the unidentified body. To the best of my knowledge,

i do not recall divulgirig any additional information to the publie

relations office."

Heport by Mr. James an‘ Mr. Johnson, 9 Mar 50:

" At approximately 11:30 AM., 8 Liarch 1950, Mr. it. L. James

and the writer were informed that unidentified signals of very large

amplitude were being received on the SCi-58, in area B. It was

also reported that unidentified objects destribed as celestial bodies.

were observed ecrlier in the day. Mr. James and the writer proceeded to

tne radar site in order to observe the signais and suggested that,

althoughtthe signals were undoubtedly weather conditions, it would

be advisable to check by performing an air interception. 4n F-80

aircraft was vectored to the approximate location of the targets and

reported back that strips of ice laden clouds running nortiiwest to

southyest were visibie at approximately 10,000 ft. This information

concurred with plots obtained by the radar forming conclusive evidence

that the radar targets were inifact reflections from the ice laden

clouds.

"It is believed thiut the visible sightings wey nmuve been due to

the earty morning sun shining through the ice laden clouds causing

an optical illusion."



It Was Star

"Flyer Chases—

Object, Says

“T feel darn foolish about this

whole thing...

“I’m convinced I took off and

went chasing a star or some

kind of celestial body.”
That's the way Lt. Col. Dale,

Shafer Jr., air national guard,

pilot, last night described his)
“flying saucer chase” yesterday.

when a strange object was sighted,

in the sky over the Dayton Mu-

nicipal airport.

“I was having some coffee
when word came from the con-

trol tower that some kind of an

object had been sighted,” the of-
ficer explained. “A short time

later—about 9 a. m.—I was up in}

the sky trying to find out what
all the excitement was about.”
Like Evening Star

“I saw it, all right... a light

about the same.as you see when

you look at a star in the eve-

ning.”

He flew his fast F-51 fighter

* slane to an altitude of about 38,-
00 feet and was probably the

‘ ast person to actually see the ob-

‘ject because ground observers re-

‘ported it disappeared behind a

,cloud ank.
| “It didn’t wiggle one iota,” the

pilot said.

“That's why I’m convinved that

ft was some kind of a celestial |
body and not a flying saucer,” the

officer said. “If it had been a

saucer it would have unquestion-

ably shown some inovement.”
George Barnes, airport control

tower operator, whv first re-

ported seeing the object in the

predawn sky was quoted as say-

ing he saw “definite movement

, toward the southwest.”

—

Appesred To Move

Likew's!, Sherman 9 Seyd'er,

chief tower operator for the CAA

| Who also observed the ‘spot in the

sky" said that it appeared to

move,

One observer described is: “The

thing looked like a bullet and it

left a vapor trail behind it.”

Another person said: “It seemed!
to suddenly stop then made a!
long sweeping climb.” |

Adeline Rudick, a TWA ticket-!
counter emplove said when she:

first saw it the thing appeared,
in the sky—“like a bright and
shiny dime.” |
Shafor said he called Dr. Louis:

Saletel, dean of science at the!
University of Dayton and asked!
him if it were possible to see a
celestial body in this position and|
at the particular time of day. 4
The officer said the dean re-

plie¢: “Yes.” \
Last night, Brother Saletel sald:
ath is very bright these days
and Lit is entirely possible this
planet might be visible during the
daylight hours.” = - ,
Investigators At Field

tigators from Wright Field we
at the airport interviewing th
Air Guard officers and othe
personnel who said they had see
the object in the sky.
The “investigators” moved about

almost as mysteriously as th
mysterious object itself. They
fused to give their names to any
outsiders including the press and
they seemed very “secretive”
about their mission.
One of the operatives said he

was connected with the “office

special investigation” at Wright
Field.

It was also reported that two
jet plane pilots from the AMC
flight test division took off and
tried to !ocate the “thing.” Ac-
cording to PIO sources neither of

|| the pilots reported seeing the ob-
y ject. “
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“Flying Saucer” Didn’t Wiggle;

Airman Believes It Was Star
“f feel darn foolish about this!000 feet and was probably the

whole tiing ... ‘last person to actually see the ob-
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That’s the way Lt. Col. Dale/ pilot said.
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about the same as you see when sky” said that it appeared to
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“Frevtre® his fast "F-51 fighter, thing looked like a bullet and it
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Sturtevant, Lt. Col.LEFT TO RIGHT are Capt. William Littlejohn, Maj. Henry T.

Dale E. Shafer Jr. and Capt. Charles Cook, pictured with an K-51 after they investigated

a celestial object reported seen here Wednesday morning.
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