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Plastic UFOs and the “Stack of Coins”

A burst balloon has caused many a saucer scare, but the invasion -

of Farmington, New Mexico, on Saint Patrick’s Day 1950 was one

of the most dramatic. The “saucers” began to fly about 10:15

a.M. M.S.T., and soon filled the air. In numbers estimated from

500 to thousands, for the next hour the gleaming saucer-shaped

objects soared over the town, moving erratically at incredible

speeds, darting in and out among each other in what one writer

has called “the greatest exhibition of magnetic flight that has ever

happened in this universe.” [6] (See Chapter tx.)

The explanation is more prosaic. A Skyhook balloon had been’

launched that morning from Holloman Air Force Base near White

Sands, New Mexico. Near Farmington, in the cold atmosphere at

60,000 feet the balloon had become brittle, burst, and disintegrated

into hundreds of tiny pieces of plastic. Light as feathers, shining

in the sunlight, they floated over the town and away [1, p. 106].
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wnilding at Kirtland AFB, an officer and three enlisted men observe thre

bjects st an altitude of between ten end twelve thousand feet, At first

glance the observers thought they were varachite®, This was mailed out bee

eense of a tumbling motion exposing silwer end dark side elternetelsy, leading

the observe rs. to believe them to he wing tens from fiekters tu the erep,

- Tris wed ruled out when suddenly one ohJect rose vertically at - high rate of

speed disaoneering into the scattered curnlus clouds over tie field, tre otherww OD

two objects seemd to he descending, one towerc the North, the other Northeast,
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minutes disanvearing into the mountains anvroximeately 27% wiles away,

2. Wenthert ‘lear with scattered eumilus ot 15,900 feet; visibility

unlimited. ‘
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