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April 1950 18552 Hea P Williams AFB, Chandler, ..cizona

3. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION :

Civilian Astro (METEOR)

«» NUMBER OF OBJECTS

One Jitness saw a meteor, one of the rare daylight sightings of this
phenomenae

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

10 Seconds ‘ Round similar to a balloon or ping pOng ball. Dull off white
rp Almost zenith to horizon at North. The

& Tere OF Seeere re object moved at an angular rate of approximately 9 deg per
Ground-Visual second, which at the obiriously great distance results in a

velocity far greater than the reported 1200 mph.
7. COURSE

' North OMMENTS: The fact that this was a daylight observation probabl
8. PHOTOS hecounts for this witness never considering the possibility of

this object being a meteor. Fireballs can be seen in the daylight

ayn, just as easily as the mocn or visible planets. The magnitudes of

— hese meteors is as bright ami usually brighter than -3 magnitude
. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE which is observable in deylight. Normally there is some color

associated with these meteors, havever usually this is just 
an

oY' toff white" or paie color which could easily have been lost in tie
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4 1. Search of the Air Technical Intellicence Center's ES

1@ dates of all Saturdays in April 1950, failed to revea ang «
. »_ : " 5.0

Fea that of Captain Cruickshanks. 5>>

2. Analysis of the information submitted by Captain Cruickshanks leads to the—_|}!

conclusion that the object of his sighting was a meteor @ excentional bridhtness

(a fireball). - wom © emusage eee

3. Daylight sightings of meteors are relatively rare; however, the magnitude

of a fireball is -3 or brighter, and they are as visible in daylicht as planets.

i. The obfect of Cantain Oruicksnanks! sighting traversed anproximately 90

degrees of are in 10 seconds, or approximately 9 degrees per second. This, at the ros

obviously sreat distance from the observer, results in a mich higher velocity than ©
+, an” . Py Py 4 : . ° .
— 1200 moh estimated by the witness. Angular velocities are fair direct esti«~ co
“ves 90 linear velocities when traveling tangent to the angle bisector of very pei i | ql Mee oo. 2 ~ ~ é ~o x 2 i)

Price lec. Using a small angle, a proportionate unit of time and a 25 mile rang aA)

sFom ¢ server to the object, the linear velocity of this moteor is anrrorimatel oD
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9,000 to 10,000 knots. Asswning the observer's tine estimate to be accurate,

the objeet was obviously moving even faster. As the observer's line of

sight (the angle bisector) moves from the normal (vertical at his position)
the further removed from 99 decrees to this bisector becomes the object's

path, and an equal angle now subtends even greater distance along this path.
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U. & AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much
information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed,
Please try to answer as mony questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. Your name will nor

be used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission.
We request this personal information so that, if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for

further details.

1. When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: a6 =
jour nutes

a verry 1990. e (Circle One): A.M or P.M,

3. Time zone:
(Cirele One): a. Eastern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving

Central b. Standard ONK
Mountain

+ Pacific

e. Other

4. Where were you when you sow the object?

0a ee
Neerest Postal Address City or Town a toes Stote or Country

Additional remorks: , ame

a|,
Hours Minutes Seconds

5. Estimate how long you saw the object.

5.1 Cirele one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5.

Certain c. Not very sure

» Fairly certain d. Just a guess

6. What was the condition of the sky?

(Cirele One): G)eriom daylight d. Just a trace of daylight
« Dull daylight @. No trace of daylight

¢. Bright twilight f. Don't remember

7. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located as you looked at -
the object?

(Circle One): a, In front of you d. To your left
G2 back of you e. Overhead
€. To your right f. Don’t remember

ATIC FORM NO. 164 (13 OCT $4)
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8. IF you saw the ovject at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

6.1 STARS (Cirele One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

@. None @. Bright moonlight

b. A few b. Dull moonlight

c. Many . ¢. No moonlight — pitch dark ;

d. Don’t remomber d. Don't remember |

9. Was the object brighter than the background of the sky?

(Circle One): Cr b. No c. Don’t remember |
10, IF it was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, wos the brightness like that of an automobile headlight?: No

(Circle One) a. A mile or more away (a distant car)?

b. Several blocks away?

ce. Ablock away?

d. Several yards away? as

e. Other DusAr. “OCR C- wtt7Te "

11, Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

a. Appear to stand still at any time? Yes CS Don’t Know
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yes OND Don't Know

c. Break up into ports or explode? Yes UC Don’t Know

d. Give off smoke? Yes AID Don't Know

e. Change brightness? Yes ONo) Don’t Know

f. Change shape? Yes (Ry Don’t Know

g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate? ‘Yes Don't Know

12. Did the object move behind something at anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes { Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it moved behind; EE

13. Did the object move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud?

. (Circle One): Yes Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, than tell what
it moved in front of:

So

15. Did you observe the object through any of the following?

a. Eyeglasses Yes e. Binoculars Yes
b. Sun glasses Yes f. Telescope Yes

c. Windshield Yes g. Theodolite Yes

d. Window gloss Yes h. Other

14, Did the object appear: (Circle One): ((o.Seita? |) b. Transparent? ec. Don't Know.

Rd rd A RRO as0A



Pege 3

16. Tell in a few words the following things about the object.

-@. Sound vine to the Bast of my vision,

b. Color

17. Draw o picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Lebel and include in your sketch ony details
of the object thot you saw such as wings, protrusions, ete., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails, Place
on arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving,

v ea Perfectly round similiar to a balloon or nine none ball,

yo ;

18. The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred

b. Like a bright star

harply outlined

« Don't remember

19. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there? EE,

Draw o picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were travel ing.
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Draw @ picture shat will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an “A° at the beginning
of the path, a “B® at the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course.

A At 12 O'Clock hich ond in a ruler strai-ht

line to the horizon, o flutter or déviation

whatsoever, such as with weather balloans, etc

IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the real size of the object was in its longest dimension.

feet. imnossible

How large did the object or objects appear as compored with one of the following objects. held in the hand

and at about arm's length?

(Circle One): a. Head of a pin g- Silver dollor

b. Pea h. Baseball

c. Dime 1. Grapefruit

Nickel j. Basketball

) Quarter k. Other
« Half dollar

2.1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 22.

Gdeertain c. Not very sure
db. Foirly certain d. Uncertain

How did the object or objects disappear from view? ver the horizon with roof tons in tre

in order that you can give as clear a picture os possible of what you saw, we would like for you to imagine that you could

construct the object thet you saw. Of whot type material would you make it? How large would it be, and what shape

would It have? Describe in your own words a éommon object or objects which when placed up in the sky would give the

same oppecrance as the object which you sew, A balloon or ping pone ball would be similier,

After bringing the wife's attention to the object (she was sewing with a machine

on a table in our back yard) I called the weather office ot Wms, APB an@ trey did

not release a balloon that day, Trev als ventured an oninion that DaviseMonthan

A¥B (to the South about 80 miles) did not release one that Saturday,

a
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25. Where were you lucated when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)
- (Cirele One):

a. In the business section of a city?
a. Inside a building n the residential section of a city?
b. In a car ~ In open countryside?

Outdoors d. Flying near an airfield?

~ (nan airplane e. Flying over a city?

e. At sea f. Flying over open country?

Be RU eeteneenteeneenientetnnnnenennaieiinnsienmemnenn g- Other

27. What were you doing at the time you saw the object, and how did you happen to notice it?

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

28.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East g. West

b. Northeast d. Southeast Southwest h. Northwest

28.2 How fast were you moving? —.smiles per hour.

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One) Stra‘ rht up

G) north c.- East e. South g- West
« Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

30. What direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)

(Dror ce. East e. South g. West
- Northeost d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object was
from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 When it first appeared:

a. From true North degrees.

b. From horizon degrees.

31.2 When it disappeared:

a. From true North CO __ degrees.
b. From horizon — Fadegrees.



Page 6

32; ,In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” on the curved line to show how
_ high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “B’ on the same curved line to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last sow it,

A

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first saw it, and a “B” at its
position when you last sow it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.
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34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

34.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 34.2 WIND (Circle One)

Oc sky Cr wind
» Hazy ~ Slight breeze

¢c. Scattered clouds c. Strong wind
d. Thick or heavy clouds . d. Don't remember
e. Don’t remember

34.3 WEATHER (Circle One) 34.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

Dry a. Cold
Fog, mist, or light rain Cool

Moderate or heavy rain Warm

Snow | d. Hot

Don’t remember e. Don’t remember

35. When did you report to some official that you had seen the object? Base Operations, Wms, AFB,

tard) (no written report) |
Day Month Wars

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One) & No
36,1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

(Circle One) No

36.2 Please list their names and addresses: Wife : gin tis,

Alexandria, Va,

37. Was this the first time that you had seen an object or objects like this? YRS, WITF this sveed,

(Circle One) (Fes) No }
37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

38. In your opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused it?

It could have been a balloon, RUT it did not zigezae with wind currents and

its sneed was fantastic, Went from 12 0 ‘clock hieh to the horizon in less

time than it takes to read this, The ¥-80's flying around to the Bast fave

& ood commarison, This object was obviously three times as fast.



x. be you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) (os) No
IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate?

40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Yes

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was?

41, Please give the following information about yourself;

Please indicate any special educational training that you have had.

e. Grade school _. 8= —ss ce. - Technical school vine school

b. A (Type) Jets, andconventional

Ce. GI eeceniteeenesinic beriincnitianetimemnn f. Other special training Information Services.

d. Post graduate

42. Date you completed this questionnaire: —24———_ —Janvaee— —1959—__—
ey eor

Should add thet at the time of the sirhtine I had over 100 hours of 7-80

jet time and was current, First started to fly jets in 1946,



U. S AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that your information may be filed and coded as accuratoly as possible, please use

the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You may re-

peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and add any further comments,

statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to presert the details of the observa-

tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same size paper may be attached

if they are needed.

NAME Co Not Write in This Space)

y CODE:

SIGNATURE

DATE Pl), (Ath ay
/

I was sun bathing and stretched out on an Army cot looking straicht un

190°) in bright sunlicht, but with the sun well out of my vision to the

rear (South) ‘Thus, lookine down or to the horizon I was looking directly

North, The object was traveling from South to North and on first catching

it in view I immediately brought it to the attention of my wife who looked

|
up and we then both Watched it disammear most rapidly to the horizon,

But for its fantastic sneed the object could very well been a balloon,


