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Who saw it were unanimous that shootling star display, which was at | Lh
it was going at terrific speed and |its height Aug. 11. cle
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'I'HORC 'ru.l.tmu COMMITTEE:

— Congress of the United States T
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

July 21, 1958

Dr. A. Francis Arcier
Scientific Advisor
Air Technical Intelligencer Center
United States Air Force
gﬁght-l’atterson Air Force Base,

o

Dear Dr. Arcier:

How very kind you have been to me in
taking‘zour very valuable time to investigate and
report back to me so fully regarding what I really
saw'reflected in Puget Sound on that bright August

Never in my life had I heard of a fireballt
Now I feel superior to my friends in that not only

do I know what one is, but also I am among the few
privileged to have seen one. In addition, I can,

from now on, stand apart from my contemporaries,

having elicited the cooperation of an eminent scientist.

With your permission, I shall use a substantial
gart of your letter in my weeklv Sunday column to the
acoma (Wash.) News Tribune, probably next week. I shall
send you a clipping.

Again,
great privilege to have met you and I
our paths may somehow bring us

many thanks, Dr. Arcier. I feel it was a
ly hope
againe.

-
-

SingeEre

yours,

/ / )/ / / /
( PO TP\

Jlic Relations Assistant
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24 July 1958

e ————

Public Relations Assistant
Office of The Honorable Thor C. Tollefson
6th District, Washington

House of Respresentatives

Washington, D.C. |

Dou" Mrs. Walker:

Thank you very much for your kind letter of 21 July.

The information given you is in no way classified, so there is
no objection to your using it in your regular Sunday column.

I will be very glad indeed to receive a clipping.
Sincerely,

A. FRANCIS ARCIER
Scientific Advisor

I A .. S W 0~ M. =" =




AFCIN-MEN

S e ecace

Office of the Honorable Thor C, Tollefson
6th District, Washington

unusual sighting observed by you and
Tacoma area and other parts of Washington
th.

Our records indeed indicate that there wvas a WO reported from
Washington State, and at precisely this time on 20 August 1950, Our
records of investigation and analysis indicate the following:

&, The object vas a seldom-seen phencmenon, & bolide, as it 1e
referred to in scientific terminology., Bolides, more comonly
known as "fireballs" are a form of meteorite,

he earth vas just passing through the Perseids, an annual
meteoric shover, at that time,

. The 1dentity of the object was confirmed by the independent
reviews of private scientists,

A point of explanation is in order heve, Jiaslllwto clorify
things, Fireballs, unlike smaller meteorites, generally do not burn up

in the earth's upper atmosphere, but remain intact es a large, gloving
mass until they disintegrate at lower levels or strike the earth, These
bodies scen to appear more often during meteoric showers, hecords
indicate that the majority of pecople never see one in their lifetime,
and an encounter vith one can indced be a startling experience,

b,




meteors has been studied extensively
Dr. G, Profcssor Emeritus
of eending you excerpts of
on fireballs, vhich, I feel,
his 35-year survey, the
fireballs appear in August,

80 kindly sent me 18 80 sinmilar to the

incident that happened a fev months ago, that 1 am sending
you tvo excerpts fram our Cose Files, If you recall, the "Creat Western
Fireball” incident of 1957 drew nation-vide notice from the press, radio

I need hardly state that a large number of observers are still
fimmly unconvinced that the object was a "firedall,’

Moy I acain thank you for the courtesies extended the Air Force
representatives, and for your sincere interest and understanding in the
matter, -

8incerely yours,

A, FRANCIS ARCIER
Scientific Advisor

\
l\ |




¢ July 1958

Office of the Hmu.blo Thor C, Tollefson
6th District, Washington
House of Representatives
Washington, D,C,

Dear Miss Walker:

1 was very glad indeed to get your letter of the 27th of June,
As a matter of fact, I had been looking for it,

I have had the investigation of this particular case started,
and I will, as soon as possible, send you the findings,

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation
for the very courteous treatment which we received from your
entire group.

Sincerely yours,

A, FRANCIS ARCIER
Sclientific Advisor
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COMMITTEE:
MercHANT Manringe anD FisHEmiES

Congress of the Tnited States e o

Pouse of Representatives

Washington, B, L.
June 27, 1958

"

L
4".'I

Dr. Francis Arcier

ATIC
Wright Patterson Airforce Bese

Ohio

Dear Dr, Arcier:

Perhaps you will remember me &s being the only woman who was

present -at the briefing in which you part;cipated on June
20, in the office of Congressman John E. lienderson of Ohlo.

I was there representing Congressman Tollef'son who was
.out of town ®

You will find enclosed photostatic copies of tw articles
which appeared in the Tacoma, Washington News lribune %
Sunday Ledger. These give the details in regard to the
dncident I related to you after the briefing session.

rag - AL 'CT'

The Article which appeared August 20, 1950, was printed the
day followi ng the one one-ss when I wrote the article
which appeared a week later,

You very kindly offered to look back in the files and try PR
to determine for me what if any record and/or explanation :
the Airforce has on this incident. I shall be looking forward

to hearing from you on this matter,

setel
7

i ic Relations Ass't

; v
9‘61‘33 b

J

-

7/

’ -
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i "a, I, Cpl Ceorge P. Scarlett, was on 21 August 1950 engaged in observing

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1048 %giFlED -
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

’
e ..y - S

l FreM (uney) . HEPCRT NO, ‘

Intelligence Division, Hq MATS

B e B ——

o -

l PAGE

e — — i e e —— - ek m e e  l  —— . . =

. 1. The following report is of a theedolite sighting of an unidentified aerial
| object by a USAF airman of the 18th Weather Squadron, Detachmert 13-32, Echterdingen
| AB, Stuttgart, Cermany, on 21 August 1950, at 0958 local time. L

b T TR

 the 0900L pilot balloon run at the theodolite stand in Echterdingen Army Airfield., The
balloon was reloased at approximately 0930L. At about the 25th minute of the run, I :
noticed a small white objeet pass through the fisld of vision of the theodolite, but

as birds, airplanes and other miscellaneous objects are not unusual I pald no attenticon
and continued following the balloen.

“+ My, The run terminated at 0955L, when the balloon had reached a heignt of
i 36,000 feet, owing to the bursting of the balloon. ' As a 100 gram balloon had been
used, the fragments were clearly visible after breaking, though at a considerable dis~
tance out. Out of curiosity I proceeded to follow the broken balloon fragment to sec
how long it would take to fall to earth. After 3 minutes, I again noticed a small

white object pass through the fisld of vision., I discomtinued following the brokea. -
: balloon and proceeded to observe the odject. |

- .

{ "ae. The time of encounter was 0958L and the elsvation angle of the theodolite
| was approximately 25 degrees, the horizontal anzle being 080 degrees, or toward the

' { east, The object was moving in a southerly direetion, and I followed it with little
| difficulty for one minute. Then it made an abrupt change in directlion towards the

1

-
i

A

;west-louxh-weat and approached the sun at evidently a high rate of speed. That the

_ 1 speed was high was shown by the increase in zize of the object. It increased from

about 15 minutes to about 50 minutes in diameter, or about 20% of the field of vision

. of the theodolite which i3 two degrees. Becoming rapidly more difficult to follow,
i the objesect was finally lost in the sun fleld,

; "qd, When first seen, the object waa small, oval, and white in eolor. As it
: became_closer and larger, it seemed a graylshn white color with several dark lines or

‘ shadows on its surface. The otjeet, although clearly visible, seemed o have a ratiew
| indistinct outline. It could not be cbserved in its path through the sun becawpe sun

{ filters for the theodolite were not available.

‘ - l
; . "ne, Weather conditions at 1000L, 21 August 1950, were; Sky clear, visibility!
i 15 miles or bstter, and a very few high cirrus clouds, i
| nf, I then reported the phenomenon to my commanding officer, Major leon P,
! Klaus,." j
i 2., A secon& alrman scanning ttile' same area at 1000L was unnable to sight the object .
| |
3 | 3. The report was submitted through the 2105th Air Weather Croup, Wlesbaden, ,
. ‘ Gﬁrmy- y
| (A
! FERCY E.¢SUTTCN
| Captain, USAF |
o DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSs
: DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
.. DO DIR 5200.19
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’ ’ . -.T--_h- mmmr—-uﬂw X . L & -
USA=MATS IR-306=50 AP Jg76 -- /’I , ‘/%
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATIOR REPORY A
‘ ted Dur Pilot Balloon Run, Stuttgart, Germany l
Onidqltifiod souohen ol i | I.nt.olliéenco Division, Hq KATS -
Germ .ny ‘ | Andrews AF Base, Washington 25, D. Ce
S S ' B-3
19"°°?'°'b'.r I”MO I ——— USAF Airman, Air Force Weather Statlo
Percy £, Sutton, Captain, USAF Kehterdingen AB, Stuttgart, Germany
: sy
A f an
rt contains information concerning the sighting, by a USnFigirman, 0 ‘ ‘
unideﬁzgﬁiedc:orial object at 0900, local time, 21 Aurust 1950, at Echterdineen AL, .
Stuttgart, Germany. The object was sighted through a theodolite following the obser- ‘
vation of a Filot Balloon run. ‘
g F l
|

Lt Colonel, USAF
Chief, Intelligence

Division

|
v
z
1
!
4
:

€ 2

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERYV M.
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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HIADQUAm UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON 28, D.C.

e UNCLASSIFIED

3 UCT 1950

SUBJECT

(Confidential) Project 10073 « Analysis of Reported Incident
103 Commending General

Y RE:!
Air Materiel Command
Wright-Patterson Air Farce Base

Dayton, Ohio

Copies of correspondence between the Director of Intelligence and
Colonel D. Moreau Barringer, regarding en incident reported from the
Philadelphia area, are inclosed for analysis by yowr Headquarters in
eccordance with responsibilities outlined for Project 10073.

BY COMMAND OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

—7 =

g ’

2 Inocls:
1. A®r fr Col Barringer H. J. xnm
to Maj Gen Cabell, Colonel, US
817:1 30 Aug 50 Executive

Ltr fr Maj Gen Cabell Directorate of Intelligence.
to Col., Bl.rringor,

' dtd 20 sep 50

§
g

2 YRAR INTERVS
oD AFTER 12 YEARS

R'I’M“NQA'FCAIR roacg | | / ‘f ’ R

S )



(Vrtny 13 Sep 50)

20 Sep 50

Col onel=Susiignaub iR

Barringer and Nelson
1528 Walmut Street
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania

Dear Colonel Barringers

I am pleased to hear from you again and appreciate your concern,
as evidenced in your letter of 30 Aungust 1950, for items which are of
continuing interest to the Alir Force.

It has been and still is our policy not to ignore any information
vhich may have potential value to the defense of the United States.
The information which you have submitted will be examined by our
experts at Alr Materiel Command for such action as may be indicated
'hy the detalls.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in this matter,
Sincerely,

ijo Gmerﬂl, USAF

Director of Intelligence




‘*\"t 80. 1950

lo&o‘ .F. Rou !.’32

Pentagon, Washington 265, D.C.

My deer quEERENE"

You may remember me from the last days of World War II, when I was
Chief of Stat. Control under General Chauncy, amd you were with General Arnold.
My brother, Philip E. Barringer, of Secretary Johnson's office, has suggested
that I write you and give you the details of an odd occurence which I saw in
the sky on Wednesday, August 23. I don't know whether you are interested in
curious sightings, but if not, please consign this letter to the circular file
under you desk.

 On that evening (August 23, 1950) I was seated on the lawn of my place
on the northeastorn edge of the City of Philadelphia. My mother-in-law,
Mrs. MMANRNENANS was also there and witnessed the occurence with me.

At 9:05 (Eastern Daylight Time) I became aware of a small point of
light moving up from the horizon, about NWE from my location. It moved with
about the angular veloc ity of a transport plane at medium alti tude (say 6,000
or 8,000 feet). Many transport plenes pass close to my house, so I paid it little
heed, but watched it idly as it approached the zenith.

It got a little brighter as it approached. As it passed near a couple
of bright stars I could conmpare its magnitude with them, and concluded it was

about 0 magnitude. (The sky was clear, except far a few cirrus clouds at a dis-
tance from the light, and a 3/4 moon was low in the south.)

Then I suddenly realized it was making no noise at all. Aircraft
visible from my house are invariably audible also - jet planes especially. 1
don't know what altitude an airplene would have to be to be inaudible, but I
should think it would have to be no less than 25,000 or 30,000 feet. It so
happened that there were no other airplanes in the sky at the time, and traffic
noises were at a minimum, so that we could be absolutely sure of the fact that
the moving light made no noise that we could hear.

It required about 30 or 40 seconds for the light to move from one
horizon to the other (the horizon line is cut off by trees at my place). This
gave plenty of time far discussion of the phenomenon between Mrs. Jiiiimiliallond
myself. It passed only two or three degrees west of the zenith, and did not seem
to alter course as long as we saw it.
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August 30, 1950

When it was near the
It was éxceedingly small,

it might have been between
they used to be,

gonith, the area of the light became apparent.

and yet not a point of light 1ike o star. At a guess,
and 45 seconds of arc. My eyos are not as good as

that I could detect that its leading edge was

® Vaguer and sonmewhat

actually at
angular velocity
er of 1,600 mph at 26,000

t seen any kind of
from the ground at

airplane that trailed

& luminous
such an altitude.
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information in amplification of IR-244-50 (AP 218100), USA-NATS,
radar contact with an unidentified aserial object nedr Berzuda on

was forwarded by the Intelligsnce Officer, 14Q4th Alr Base Group,

|28 t 1950,
ﬁ%‘rﬁ%‘“‘“{

Squadroa (VLR) Weather, Bermuda Base Come
mand, piloted by lst Lt Frank J. Stockton, departed Kindley Air Force Rase, Bermuda,

at 13062 on 24 August 1950, on a special weather mission. Eleven hours later, whils
at a speed of 192 knots at 10,000 feet, on a heading of 27° and at a poaition

of LO' N and 67° 28t ¥, the radar operator, S/sgt William M. Shaffer, turned on
his APQ 13-A, which had been off for several minutes. Shortly after initiating a
routine search jprocedurs, a distinet and bright target appeared on the radar scope at
OCOLZ. The target appeared to be traveling on the same heading and at the same 3pead
as the B-29, at approximately 1,000 feet below, 10° to the left of 12 o'elock, and

1} miles in fromt, 8/Sgt Shaffer immediately informed the pilot of the centact. The

pilot in turn instructed all erew members to be alert for a possible visual observa-
tion of the Obj;.cto

a. A B=29 of the 373rd Reconnaiuino;

aken and passed by the B-29. The radar scope showad the
object to be approximately 1/4 mile off the left wing when passed., Once passad, the

unidentified object seemed to assume a positlion inetrail of the B-29 for an approx-
1ma.to S5-minut e period‘.

{

| €. In the same gradual manner that the object had reduced speed and dropped

™| behind, it then inereased its speed sufficiently to overtaks thre B-29, passing to the
- "M right but xeeping within a 1/4 mile radius., After drawing slightly ahead of the

31 Weather reconnaissancs eireraft, the unidentified obJect ssemed to begin a gradual
urn $0 the right and then accelerated rapldly. At this time It Stockton mads a 20°
turn to his left to determine whether the targst would follow, The target did nct
follow ths weather airerart but continued in its gradual turn to the right until it

disappeared from the scope at COZ24Z at a position of 30° 15' N ard 67° 12' W, hen

.| last observed on the scope, the unidentified object was traveling at an estimated
. speed *Of LOO knots,

a'. No visual sighting was made during the period that the targst remained in

the scope., The visibility rarge was diminished by the oncoming duak. Sky
at the time was 4/8, with towering

‘e, e 44 'hich was seen in the scope was confirmed by two officér nenbers

of the B-29's crew. All thres persons observing the target in the scope stated that

they were nositive that what they ovserved was a true target and not an echo or false
reading.

target was last observed in tha 3Cope
ted that he observed a bluish streak

ilash past the ad-on direction and about 1,000 feat

balow, The flash was reperted to be lsss brilliant than lightning, but similar in

appearance 0 the light left by a meteor in its dagcent,
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h. 8/5zt Shaffer stated that ne had been having some difficulty with the AN
13~-A prior to ths appearance of the unidentif!ed target, He sald, howsver, that at
L9 time of the obsarvation the sst was apparenily in perfect werkinz condition.
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Sgt Shaffer has been a radar operator for more than three ysars and is considered wsll
qualified in the operation of the APQ 13-A type radar equipment,
9

1. It i3 interesting to note that on 22 August 1950, eight residents of Bermuda
reported having seen a strange unidentified object in flight over the southwest end of
Cormuda. An investigation is said to have revealed the flying object to have been a
woather balloon released by the US weather station of the Eermda Base Coumand,

i3 MATS CQUMENT:

. The foregoing report is based on an investigation by the Intelligence Officer,
Bermuda Base Command, of the 25 August 1950 incidemt reported in IR-2,4-50 (AP 2181C0)
USA=MATS. Whenever conflict occurs between the data in IR-244-50 (AF 218100), USA-MATS

and this report, this report is to be deemed correct,

PERCY E.: SUTTCN

Captain, USAP

FROM (Apency) Iasﬁunr NO. » 5 o DS S
Intelligence Division, Hq MATS wodapir-d ¢
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