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Brilliant Meteor Seen

.w ByManyHere Saturday

A bheilliant meteor scen in broad

of the occurrence by The Associ-
daylight was reported by a nuinber 'ated Press: ' "

two | °f Tacomans who seemingly were! A *“ball of fire,” visible even in o
cater- | @Mazed 1o see such a sight shortly ;the bright noon sunshine, streaked o
miled after the noon hour Saturday. . across Pacific Northwest skies yese | W

Among the callers to The Taco-|lerday (Saturday). Apparently it - mi
ma News Tribune office was Frank | was a meteor.
A. Reda of 5019 So, L, who said he It was seen from Salem north p
and four neighbors.saw a “silver | to Seatltle, from Ellensburg in cen- u'
streak” that looked like a rocket | tral Washington to Astoria on the |
going southwest and leaving a trail. Oregon coast. . ert
As they watched, it turned down- It. flashed brilliantly. At Port | Qf
ward toward the earth and dis- Angeles a gvoman said it seemed |Su
appeared. brighter than the sun. Some ob- | scl
. E. J. Moran of 9804 American |servers said they even could see |int
Ave. 8, W,, said he saw an oblong | a blue tail. Others thought they | th
object shoot down behind some | detected silver and red colors on|
trees arld he thought it to be a |the fringe. ' wi

crashing jet plane. A science professor at Lewis and | an
: Others descrlbed_ it in various [Clark college in Portland, Dr.A. A | W
€rms, some thinking thev had Groening said it possibly was alen
;eﬁn a flying saucer, but all here straggler from the annual perseid | jul
R 0 saw it were unanimous that shooling star display, which was at | Lh

Was going at terrific speed and |its height Aug. 11. cle

ﬁiﬁiued luminous even in day-| It was seen shortly after noon. |in
. Tae - A bar pilot at Astoria fixed the |da
A Oma, however, was not the|time at 12:06 p. m. there. He |sa

Y point of vantage to see the | thought ' it descend
ed towar
celestial visitor as it was witnessed | ocean northwest of Astoria. Loy we

generally over the entire Pacific A Scaltle astronomer, Mrs. Bror

probably | trtJ
burned itself out before striking E‘T
earth, co .
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w&.m coOMMITTEE:

o Congress of the Wnited States o e
Bouse of Representatives
Wlashington, B. €,

July 21, 1958

Dr. A. Francis Arcier
Scientific Advisor
Air Technical Intelligencer Center
United States Air Force
g;i;ht-?nttarson Air Force Base,

0

Dear Dr. Arcier:

How very kind you have been to me in
taking gour very valuable time to investigate and
report back to me so fully regarding what I really
sau*refloctad in Puget Sound on that bright August
day in 1950.

Never in my life had I heard of a fireballt
Now I feel superior to my friends in that not only
do I know what one is, but also I am among the few
Friviloged to have seen one. In addition, I can,
rom now on, stand apart from my contemporaries,
having elicited the cooperation of an eminent scientist.

With your permission, I shall use a substantial
art of your letter in my waeklv Sunday column to the
acoma (Wash.) News Tribune, probably next week. I shall

send you a clipping.

Again, many thanks, Dr. Arcier. I feel it was a
great priv 1ege to have met you.and ly hope
our paths may somehow bring us together again.

SipgkErely yours,

Hlic Relations Assistant

ENW:eJ




24 July 1958

S IR T
Public Relations Assistant

Office of The Honorable Thor C. Tollefson
6th District, Washington

House of Respresentatives

Washington, D.C.

Dou" Mrs. Walker:

Thank you very much for your kind letter of 21 July.

The information given you is in no way classified, so there is
no objection to your using it in your regular Sunday column.

I will be very glad indeed to receive a clipping.
Sincerely,

A. FRANCIS ARCIER
Scientific Advisor




AFCIN-MEL

T

Office of the Honorable Thor C, Tollefson
6th District, Vashington
House of Representatives
Washington, D,C,

Dear Miss Walker:

Here is my reply to your letter of 27
unusual sighting observed by you and a large
Tacoma area and other parts of Washington on
at noon,

i

1958 regarding an
of people in the
20th of Aucust 1950

ot

Our records indeed indicate that there wvas a W0 reported from
Washington State, and at precisely this time om 20 August 1950, Our
records of investigation and analysis indicate the following:

&, ‘The object vas a seldom-seen phencmenon, & bolids, as it 1e
referred to in scientific terminology., Bolides, more commonly
known as "firebells" are a form of meteorite,

b, The earth vas just passing through the Perseids, an annual
meteoric shover, at that time,

¢, The identity of the object wvas confirmed by the independent
reviews of privats scientists,

A point of explenation 1s in order here, Jiaslilllwto claorify
things, Fireballs, unlike smaller meteorites, generally do not burn up
in the earth's upper atmosphere, but remain intact as a large, glowing
nass until they disintegrate at lover levels or strike the earth, These
bodies scenm to appear more often during meteoric showers, Records
indicate that the majority of people never see one in their lifetime,
and an encounter vith one can indced be a startling experience,




Moy I acain thank you for the courtesies extended the Air Porce
representatives, and for your sincere interest and understanding in the

8incerely yours,

on Fireballs &
Mateor Trains
COOBDINATION:
AFCIN-LEUg DATE
AFCIN-LEL DATE

T ;
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Z July 1958

.

Public Rtu‘ |Allllhﬁt

Office of the Honorable Thor C., Tollefson
6th District, Washington
House of Representatives

Washington, D,C,
Dear Miss Walker:

1 was very glad indeed to get your letter of the 27th of June. -
As a matter of fact, I had been looking for it,

I have had the investigation of this particular case started,
and I will, as soon as possible, send you the findings,

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation
for the very courteous treatment which we received from your
entire group,

Sincerely yours,

A, FRANCIS ARCIER
Sclentific Advisor




COMMITTEE,
MeEncHANT Manive ane Fignames

Congress of the United States .

House of Representatives

Washington, B, .
June 27| 1958

%

-,
.
L

Dr. Franclis Arcier

ATIC

Wright Patterson Airforce Bese
Ohio

De&ar Dr, Arcler:

Perhaps you will remember me &s being the only woman who was
present -at the briefing in which you participated on June
20, in the office of Congressman John E. iienderson of Ohio.
1 was there representing Congressman Tollefson who was

-out of town,

You will find enclosed photostatic copies of tw articles
which appeared in the Tecoma, Washington News 1Tribune %
Sunday Ledger, These give the details in regard to the
dncldent I related to you after the briefing sessions

rad = S\NE ¥

The Article which appeared August 20, 1950, was printed the -
day followli ng the one gne-mm when I wrote the article ¢
which appeared a week later,

You very kindly oiffered to look back in the files and try
to determine for me what if any record and/or explanation
the Airforce has on this incident, I shall be looking forward |
to hearing from you on this matter, ¢

ic Relations Ass't




