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RELIARKS: Pilot flew toward object in
F-51 and reported he was sure object was
y some kind of weather balloon, !
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. ///e/ 4 Y /! ~ UNCLASSIFIEL /

HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY
FORT MCPHERSON, GEORGIA

AJACI-3 360,33 ' : 22 September 1950

SUBJECT: Unconventional Airoraft

TO t Commanding General
Air Materiel Comnand

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Attention: MCI (Control No. A-1917)

Inclosed herewith is newspaver c¢lipping from the PRUSS-SCIMITAR,
Memphis, Tennessee, 19 September 1950, re unusual object in the sky.

FOR THE COMMNANDING GENERAL:

OHN MEADE

Colonel, GSC
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 Pilot Views Flying Saucer
-gy,..wc-u;-/ 7 d’-’

Poplar Bluff for 5 Hours
,  Yesterday: ‘Like Silver Marble’ \

at Memphis for fuel, also took a
look before going on 40 his destina-
tion. Lt. Don Hoefker, of Memphis,
» Was_just an errant weather|was supposed to relieve Lt. Hav-
the Memphis Air National|erty, but hadn't arrived when the
Guard pilot who got closest to it,|first pilot left. Hoefker could not
be reached today.

And Calls It a

Bluff's “flying saucer.”
which hovered over the Missouri
city for about five hours yester-

said ay.

“It looked like a big silver mar-
ble,” said Lt. Claude Haverty, 39
Belleair Drive. “It was some kind
of weather balloon, I'm sure.”

Various residents of Poplar Bluff
had described their acrial mystery
visitor as looking like a “translu-
cent wash tub,” “two big white
balloons tied together,” a “teans-
Jucent silver sphere with a red
tubular affair hanging from the

ttom,” and a sphere "with lav-
ender colored edges, a bright gold
center and a red tip.” |

First sighted in the early after-
noon, the object hung around un-
til Lt. Haverty flew ug from Mem-
phis after Poplar Bluff airport
manager James Newsom asked for
an investigator. Lit. Haverty ar-
rived about 5:30 p.m.

“At first I couldn't see it from
feet,” Haverty said. I went
down to 2000 feet because I didn't
want to run into it.” Then men
on the ground guided the lieuten-
ant toward the object. After he
the saucer, Lt. Haverty
started climbing toward it, reached
32,000 feet in his F-51. From that
altitude, he circled the base of the

object.
“I didn't a

ppear to be any nearer
than at 2000 feet” Lt Havert
saild. “But I kept it in view for al-
most .an hour, It drifted about 10
miles from over the Malden, Mo.,
airport, where I first saw it, toward
New Madrid. It didn't have any-
thing hanging from it. It just
looked like a big weather balloon |
that got caught up about 60, 70|
:;' ao,ooo feet and was drifting

ong."”

Lt. Haverty headed for home
wWhen gas began to run out. A jet

s

zllot. A tran fent who had stopped
e

seeing the saucer were: |
Harwood Inman, Poplar Rluff amateur pllat. ||

Residents of the area reported as

Floyd Fredwell, another Poplar Rluff pilot.
Ryron Kearby, radin station manager,

ANWAY, ite radio operator. l
ar Bluft.

Juanita MeGee,
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g« Pilot emphasised that it was possible there was no connection between

the object and the lights seen after dark,®

PERCY ¥ SUTTON
Captain, USAF
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Meteor Blast
In Sky Rocks
2-Slate Area

l
I NASHVILLE, Sept. 20 (AP).
|

—A wmeteor flashed through
the sky to the west of here
early today and apparently
exploded in the air, jarring
an _area from Paducah; Ry,
to Memphis, Tenn,

- i

The: Illinols Central Raliroad '
dispatcher In Paducah said re- |

L]

ports from all along his line to
Memphis told of an explosion,

He sald a raillroad signalman
at Covington, Tenn., 40 miles
north of Memphis. told of secing
a ball of fire in the sky getting

larger and larger, ‘then explod-
ing.

At Memphis, 220 miles south-
west, police patrols raced north
of the city, and one radio car
reported the meteor hit in the.
"cinit? of Hafchie boltoms, &
semi-swamp area beltween Mem-

base, about 20 miles away. This |
report was not confirmed. -

REFORTS SKY FLASH.

A report of the sky flash was
given in Memphis by American
Alrlines Capt. H. J. Garman, of
Dallas, Tex. Garman had just
landed a DC-6 with 41 passengers
from Washington.

YWe sighted that thing some 50
miles east of Nashville, ” Garman
|uld. : : e

“I was flying at 18,000 feet
~ and it looked as though it came
right across our ‘hose.

“I tell you, I never saw such
‘s brilliant flash of light before.

" No, it wasn't a clear light, It
scemed to be burning with an
orange, yellow and blue flame.
“l can't say for mn whether it
burned out in the air or hit the

. growad. I've seen hundreds and
hundreds of meteors, but that
was the lowest I ever saw one.
“I tell you; it lit up the whole
sky.” Vs g
The CAA operator at the Nash-
ville airport said it lit the sky
“bright ac day” and he thought lt_
landed between the field and the
‘city, only five miles away. ,

phis and the Millington naval -

20 September 19%

Kentucky , Tenneseee Area

September 20, the same year, was a big day for meteors. At
a8 AM. a glant firoball (AMS 2326) roared over southeastern
Illinois from north to south, leaving a luminous train visible in five
states and illuminating the sky and countryside from St. Louis to
Louisville and from Memphis to Knoxville. The final detonation,
over western Kentucky, was heard over an area 1000 miles square
and shook buildings from Paducah to Memphis. Fragments show-
ered farms over a twenty-five mile area, struck five buildings, and
penetrated one roof. About fifty pounds of meteorites dropped in
Murray, Calloway County, Kentucky, and are now in the Smith-
sonian. Institution in Wuhlngton\

Meteors in the Records

The American Meteoritics Society, whose members specialize i
the study of meteors and meteorites, for years have collected re-
ports of such phenomena. From a large enough number of good
descriptions of a given meteor, astronomers car analyze the data
mathematically and determine the meteor’s radiant—the point in
the heavens from which it seems to come. The meteor is then identi-
fied by its radiant and given an AMS number. The data were pub-

lished in Metcoritics, the journal of the society, and thus made
available for future research.




"W ‘.J'"'i-.’ —a -

AIR*INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT a2
FROM (A2eney) e i --n--------—;—;f IR N m___-_l_m A | ) .‘;' :

Intelligence Division, Hqg MATS g R
Andrews AF Base, Washington, D,Cs IR-291~30 o 277

The Commanding Officer, Maxwell Flight Service Center, Maxwell AF Base, Alabama,
has forwarded the followlng report of an unidentified aerial object sighted in
Missouri on 19 September 1950: '

o= 3 PAGES
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"a, At 1630C,|19 September 1930!‘ Malden Radio was advised by telephone that an
unidentified object been sighted over Poplar Bluff, Missouri, At approximately
1640C, Malden Radio had the object in sight. A Tennessee National Guard F-51,from
Memphis ,waa dispatched to the scene at 1645C. lialden Radio directed the F-51 to the
approximate location of the object., The pilot sighted the object, but was unable to
reach it at his celling of 30,000 feet. A second F-51, NG 45-11582, was dispatched
at 1800C. This P-51 climbed to the vicinity of the first aireraft over Malden, and
there also sighted the object. The first airecraft then withdrew from the area, the
unidentified object belng over New Madrid, Missouri, at that time. The pilot of the
second F-51 was able to climb to 40,000 feet but was still unable to attain the
altitude of the unidentified object, and was unable even to estimate how far the
object was above him, This pilot stated the object appeared to be a very large
balloon and was silver in color., There was neither fire nor lights, nor was there
exhaust, In shape it appeared to bes between spherical and elliptical. Al about
1500C the object was lost from sight. Remajning in the area of the sighting, the
pilot of the second aircraft reports that at approximately 1918C he observed a set of
green and white lights aboves him, moving at a very high rate of speed. The green
light was reported in the front and the white light in the rear, in the same manner
as on USAF aircraft. These lights appeared to move in bursts of speed in a northerly
direction toward St. Louis,

"b, Weather at the time: Cirrus haze at 30,000 feet, lower scattered stratus.
"c. Witnesses: DPllot of NG 45-11487, Haverty, James, lst Lt, 155 ANG Squadron,

Tennessee. Address unknom, Pilot of NG 45-11582, Soefker, Donald L., lst Lt, 155
G Squadron, Tennessee, RFD #1, Box 1131, Raleigh, Tennassee, Occupation: Mechani-

cal, engineex,
"d. Photographs of objlact anct avallablae,
e, No sketch available,
"f. Object sighted:
(1) Nuzber:

Cne.

(2) Shape: Egg shaped to spherical shaped,

(3) Size; Unable to establish size by comparison with anything.
(L) Color: Silver to silver grey.

(5) Speed: Hovered or was stationary, lights moved at a terrific rate
of speed.

(4) Hsading: Northerly teward St. Louis.
(7) Mageuverability: Shatiocnary, lishts movad in 2 znraigat Llioca,

(8) Altitude: Unabls to estimate, but very definitely above 40,000 feet.

(9) Sound: No sound.
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