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AR 110, oo = . LOCATION Denver, Colo.

RPPOMT 10, = = = ~ - SOURCE_ USAF Pilots & A/C observer
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NO. IN GROUP_ 2 ___ _ TYPF OF ODSERVATION_ . Aerial _______”__:_____ -

HOUID = - = - - MANEUVERS__ Changes in Speed Bleas
Be s , . REMARKS: Object looked like landing light

PibNSl__ss e OKKTCHES _ = = = which emitted a string of bright sparks
' R e - R that "burned out”.
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ltghting of Unidentified Flying Objects, Oolomﬁo
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Intelligence Division, Hqs., MATS

Oolondo. UsSa ! | Andrm AT Base, Washington 25, D, C,
89 lcpulbor 1950 20 Septemder 1950 @ ,%/( #p
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l¢ The Commanding Officer, Lowry Flight Service Center, Lowry AF Base, Denver,
Colorado, reports the sighting of unidentified flving odjects in the vicinity of
A¥xron and Yenver, Colorando, on the night of 20 September 1950 at apnroxinately 2745
MST. Clear stkics, with fifteen miles visibility, was renorted as the nrevailings

woathor at Arron at the approximate time of tho sighting. Clear s-ies and fifty
miles vieibility prevailed at Denver.

2. Inclosed is a signed statement, concerning the sishting, made by USAF
officer eccupants of a B-25 type aircraft aloft at the time of the sightinz. There 1
forwarded also an annotated drawing depicting the nosition of the observers' alrcraft i
in relation to the unidentified flying object nt the time of the sighting. Apnarent

confirmation of the sizhting is furnished dy the inclosed renorts of purteen persons
also having observed flving objects. i
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Captain, USAF - -:' . Lt. Colonel, USAYF

- ‘/ wwr o+ Chief, Intelligence
Division
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l. Statement by USAF officer occupahts of B-25 .
' 2. Annotated dﬂ'iﬂg-n
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« ZReport of persons observing flyimg objects
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Meteors in the Records

The American Meteoritics Socicty, whose members specialize in
the study of meteors and metcorites, for years have collected re-
ports of such phenomena. From a large enough number of good
descriptions of a given meteor, astronomers car analyze the data
mathematically and determinc the meteor’s radiant—the point in
the heavens from which it scems to come. The meteor is then identi-
fied by its radiant and given an AMS number. The data were pub-
lished in Meteoritics, the journal of the society, and thus made
available for future research.

September 20, the same year, was a big day for meteors. At
1:95 A.M. a giant fircball (AMS 2326) roarcd over southeastern
Ilinois from north to south, leaving a luminous train visible in five
states and illuminating the sky and countryside from St. Louis to
Louisville and from Memphis to Knoxville. The final detonation,
over western Kentucky, was heard over an arca 1000 miles square
and shook buildings from Paducah to Memphis. Fragments show-
ered farms over a twenty-five mile area, struck five buildings, and
penetrated one roof. About fifty pounds of meteorites dropped in
, Murray, Calloway County, Kentucky, and are now in the Smith-
/ X sonian Institution in Washington. That same night about 10:45 r.3.,

. \. e 0

fircballs were reported by plane crews flying over a six-state arca=
_. ™ 1daho, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico (9,
p. 115). Similar fircballs that vanisheg,without trace vere reported
on September 28, 1953 (AMS 2331); October 4, 1953 (AMS 2330);
“May 15§, 1954; an ober 27, 1954 (AMS 2337).
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