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seee residents being awakened by a
loud explosion which shook several building

Several observers seported seeing a bright

flash.be ore the explosions the general
opizion seems to be that it

was a meteorite,
ee
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Country: Northern Rhodesia

Subject: Big Explosion in Northern Rhodesia May Have Been Meteorite

From: OArmA, Ethiopia

Evaluation: C=2

Date of Information: October 1950
Date of Report: 10 Nov 50

Prepared by: Leo J. Query, Lt Col.

Source: East African Standard Newspaper

Residents in the Mazabuka district were awakened at 4:15 a.m. on Thursday morning

by a loud explosion which shook several buildings. At first\it was feared that a dynamite

truck in the railway goods yard had exploded but after a thorough search of the area no

trace was fouhd of anything which could explain the explosion. Reports were received from

several Africans who said that they had seen a bright flash in the sky just before the

explosion took place. Reverberations lasted for about 15 seconds and the noise of the

explosion was heard at Kafue, fifty miles away.

An official at the meteorological station said that it may have been a large meteor-

ite which disintegrated before reaching the ground. There may have been many instances

of meteorites breaking up in flight and leaving no trace. Meteorites vary in size and the

larger variety, often as big in diameter as a table top, can be heard up to a radius of

fifty miles. Other sources claim it was a comet but the general opinion seems to accept

that the explosion was in fact caused by a meteorite of fiarly substantial size.
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