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DISPOSITION FORM

SUBJECT | 23 a aa Jniden ed Object Whilch JYe n
Water Off Okinawa, Nov 50 __

10 Chief, Air Technical FROM Dept of the Air FYorce DAIE
Intelligence Center Hq USAF ~ AFOIN-2A2
Vright-Patterson AFB

Ohio . i
1. Reference our DF dated 28 August 1952, same sudbject as abdove.

,_ “COMMENT NO. |
Maj Fournet/dbv/7599

2. large scale maps of the area in question were obtained and the correct spot
located. It will be noted on Ini 1 that the water off the village of Ginama is
sear

rather deep. According to Sg sketch, the object would have fallen in at
least 10 fathoms of water, A for the object would entail diving operations at
this depth over an area of approximately one-half square mile or more. For this
reason it is considered impractical to request an attempt at recovery.

3. It is suggested that all documents pertaining to thie cace be filed in the
event that the future status of Project Blue Book warrants & recovery attempt.

4. Al)l documents referring to this case are returned herewith,

6 Incls nmﬁ%ﬁﬁé’/'

Colonel, USAF

1, Map 3727-1 SW, 125,000 Chief, Topical Division

2. ¥ap 3727-111 KE, 1:25,000 Deputy Director for Estimates

3. Transcript terview V/BGG- Directorate of Intelligence, DCS/O
4. Memo of ut*cmonu

5. Hydro Chart nAwa

6., Aero Chart Okinawa
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: L-:'L':-‘- — :t:‘. with [y """“ . ]

WNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERY A
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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(PP Unident i fied object vhich fell 4in
vater off Okinmwa, Fov 50

Chief, Alir Technical Dept of the Air Force
Intelligence Center Hq USAP «AFOIN-2a2 . - Jiag Fournet/fn/
Wright-Patterson AFB ' 71016

Ohio

1. Reference recent report of interviev with 7/ogt of WADC ree
garding above sudbject, an attempt has been made to deternmine the feasibility of
requeoting an fnvestigation by the military suthorities on Ckinava. A hydroe
grophic chart of the erea (Inel. 1) vas obteined in order to study the soundings.
However, a que arose over the exect location. On the seruvnauticel chart
Incl. 2), indicated the locntion at the northermost point of the island
Redo-minaki or Saki), but on checking his sketch against Inclogure 1, it
appeor's more probeble that the location was actually CGicu since there is a lagoon

there about ) mile vide and & native villags at the southern edge of the lagoon,
vhich seems to check with his sketah.

2. Request E be reinterrogated, using Inclosure l, to dsternine the
most prodable location question. Iun addition an attempt should be unede to pine
point the exaot location at vhich object entered wvater.

3. If it transpires that the lagoon at Oku is the proper location, it will
prodably be feasible to investigate since the water is very shallovw., S&hould 4t
be at ledo Saki, hovever, the depth of the water wvill prodably prohibit an inves-
tigation.

A,

ReQuest returm of Inclosures 1 and 2 with reply.
BY COAND OF THE CEIEF OF STAFF:

2 Inels(y/orig only) o sAmie

1. Hydro cht Okinawe WILLIAY W, WiLCUX
R Acro eht Okinava Cclenel, USAF

Chicf, Policy and Manngement Group

Office, [ ipury Director for Estimates
Pire: 1 *e1ligences
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1. To prepare DF to ATIC.

2. T/Sgt ,, assigned to W.DC at WP AFB, recently appeared
in person before Pro Blue Book personnel s ATIC snd wolunterred in-

formation concerning the sighting of an u/i flyob on Okinawa in Now 50,
He stated that the object h:d fallen into the sea.

3. Sgtdlll pointed out the approximate location on & map and drew
a large ecale sketch of the area.

Le This information was forwarded to AFOIN-2A2 for the pRrpose of

detoemining the feaasibility of an atiempt to recover or otherwise locate
and examine the object.

RN —

5. A hydrographie chart of the area was obtained to determine the
soundings snd thereby judge the feasibility an investigation. However,
it was found that the data reportcd by Sgt did not tally vdth the j
hydrographic chart. ATIC is thercfore be uested to reinterrogate :
Sgt @GR in order to resolve these cifferences. The attached DF will ‘

accomplish this, ;
6. Subject matter will not be suitsble for inclusion in the Daily |

7. Approval, signature and dispatch of attached DP,
DIRA 3

AFOIN=2A2, Col Wolfe, 75990
AFOIN-2A, Col Adams, 7156
AFOIN-2, Col Morrow, 71110

UNCLASSIFIED -
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Memorandum for Record
B
Subjects Report of Unexplained Incident on Okinowa .
| ’

ﬂl‘ It wvas two days before Thanksgiving 1950 sometime after 1900
local Time, You were playing pinochle, Is that correct?

SOURCE: Ve were playing pinochle,

CAPT RUPPELT: And the first thing you heard was this noise,

SOURCE: Sounded like a motor and the motor died.

CAPT RUPPELT: Did it sound like a conventional aircraft?
SOURCE: No, sir,.

cm'mpm.'n It did not sound like a conventional aircraft,

| SOURCE: I've heard to0 many of them, I've got 12 years of service and most
of it has been around aircraft where you distinguish the difference between
single engine and multi engine aircraft,

CAPT RUPPELT: Have you ever heard of any of these ramjets, not ramjets but
pulse jet engines over here at Area B? It is sort of a stacoto sound,

SOURCE: Yes.
CAPT RUPPELT: Did it sound like that at all?
SOURCEs Mo,

CAPT RUPPELT: It didn't, But it wvas definitely different from an aircraft engine.
SOURCEs It wvas mostly different from other aircraft,

CAPT RUPPELT: You know a Jap "Betty® sounded like that but they wouldn't have

any Betty's at that date, I'm mixed up on my dates here, And you vere playing
pinochle up here in this out post (see sketch),

SOURCE: TFrom here to here for about four or five miles.

CAPT RUPPELT: Some of your people were coming' back from town,

1'. sy (1 1 = .. . e B A 2 e L ey T r ij & 4 - 3 | - | :
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SOURCE: Oul.ng back from Guiana,

CAPT RUPPELT: And there on one side of the lagoon and there was a native coming
out of the tunnel on the other side, So actually there is a light of sight
aoross the lagoon, And it fell somevhere near the mouth of the lagoon., Did

the people in the village see it?

SOURCE: TYes.

CAPT RUPPELT: And it looked just like a great big white landing light and 1t
met with the others from the description in the big white landing light, It vas
coming in, Do you have any idea which way it was coming in?

SOURCE: It came in from this direction (NE).

CAPT RUPPELT: And then you say that later on sometime after the 26th of December
you were up at this northern outpost and you got to talk to them and they said
that they saw a light about that time,

SOURCE:s Right about that time,

CAPT RUPPELT;

Well, ===, if it had been an airplane, one of ours, they should

Iny. gone out and looked for it,

SOURCE: Right after that I wvaited about a half hour then I called island control.
If it were one of our aireraft he would have communication and he would check

vith them and there would be a mayday sent out, I'ehookd to see if wve had an
aircraft down, Nowv whether or not they have that information on file I do not

know, The Radio log is no longer on file because regulations require that they

be discarded every six months,

CAPT RUPPELT: Maybe not, a heck of a lot of that stuff was destroyed. Well, that's

very interesting. How do you spell your name?

SOURCE _ T/Sgt.

CAPT RUPPELT: And you're over at WADC and what's your symbol over there?
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CAPT RUPPELT: That's over in the Electronics Sub-Division,

?~ |
SOURCE |

!
CAPT RUPPELT: Did IOMOMCSM? 1 mean the native and the !

G.1.'s. Lo you know? bt
SOURCEs Well, mov, the G.I. didn't see the splash., They did see the light,
They thought it was just another aircraft. lots of times aircraft would come
over and turn on their lights to say "hello®, We'd blink ours back to them, |

CAPT RUPPELT: And they came up vhere you were playing pinochle and told you
about it, It took them about three minutes to get up there?

SOURCE: A little longer than that, About five or ten minutes,
CAPT RUPPELT: 0,K,, then that's about it,
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MthomobontnlhhonﬂuuMmﬂ:m
tip of Okinova. No photomosaics here. "Wiaiwslains he is very familier
y vith Okinowa and cove he refers to is not on chart,

He says he is sure that cove was two to three miles wide. Depth was
four fathoms, Either L is confused on the location or the cove is
much smaller than he judged.

He offered to go back and point out spot., Says nrmt be wrong

about no houses in area he mentions., 1 doubt it, however,
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OKINAWA SHIMA

‘AGO WAN

v by the U. 8. 8. Pathfinder in 1945
Jt. 260°34747" N.— Long. 127°59'10” E.

Natural Scale 1:35,000

VAR 2°4%'w (1949)
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JAP'AN
NANSEI SHOTO OR. SOUTHWESTERN ISLAy

OKINAWA GUN]

From Japanese surveys to 1925
with additions from U. 8. Navy surveys in 1945

SOUNDINGS IN FATHOMS
reduced to appromimately Lowest Low Waler

HEIGHTS IN FEET ABDOVE MEAN SEA LEVEL

For Symbols and Abbreviationa, see H. O. Chart No. 1
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Mydrography compiled by Mydrographic Off.ce. U. S. Navy,
1944. Al place names are transcribed according to the

Japan 1: 200,000, Japanese impernial Land Survey, Yoron pma,
Modified Hepburn (Romay) System.

by the Army Map Service (GEAM), U S Army, Wastungton, D. C.
Compiled n 1944 from aerial photography, dated Sept and

AMS. L89]
First Edition (AMS 1), 1944.
POA 1 (Rewvision of First Edition AMS §
Prepared under the directon of the Chief of Engineers
9000 Oct.. 1944 by stereophotogrammetric methods, by reference to

1931.

of the map.
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