
TIME GROUP

Sumer 1951

3. SOURCE

Civilian

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

cne

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

Few Minutes

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Few liinut cs

7. COURSE

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes

Eine

; FORM

FTD sep63 0-329 (TDE)

2. LOCATION

st i werGonzales, Texas

10. CONCLUSION

BALLOON

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Object of eluminum color, shiny.

intLally observed atthen round. Ubje

Object ct O& dez agzimmth. Flight we

Covered 5-10 cee of are 3 minutes. No sound.

bend around ins slowly. Disappeared

behind clouws, A/C wes inswes oan 1.850 .o5e to objcct.

CONG Tl

Clear day, sun silver color.

slow.

Previous editions of this form may be used.
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OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS uaa e,.}8}|} ae _

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION REUBEN STRICKLAND S/a ro

TITLE REPORT MADE AT a a

DO #10, Kelly AFB, Texas

Unusual Aerial Phenomena PERIOD ick edeaem
Sighted from Gonzales, _ 20821 May 1952
Texas, and Vicinity OFFICE OF ORIGIN ao :

| DO #10, Kelly AFB, Texas 00
STATUS

CHARACTER id

SPECIAL INQUIRY a eat— he DEIR ESR SERENE ERASERa OO a eT

None, this is an initial report.
. Sieeacatesti aoe iigiiesichieiipneyeseiaibahiailinentnaiti

Investigation initiated by District Commander, based on information

from FBI Field Office, San Antonio, Texas, that ht peesinrirerr se

Gonzales, Texas, and two other persons had observed an unusu ;

aerial phenomena. Investigation revealed that QqpRmaa@nilian,
pone and ———s all of Gonzales, Texas, had
observed an aerial phenomena east south east of center of Gonzales,

summer of 1951. reais .:: Saree, Gonzales,
Texas, had seen two (2) unusual aerial objects, one while driving
through Shiner, Texas, and one while driving on Highway #3 at Oak
Forest, Texas, One was unusual because it appeared to vanish into a.
ball of fire, and the other because it had no markings or insignia.

lirs. QR and husband saw an unusual circular aerial object

while driving south on Highway #3, approximately one (1) mile: north
of Gonzales, Acquaintances stated reliability of Gag GRRRMERand
GREED might be questionable, All other interviewees were
considered reliable,

ATTENTION: Disclosare of the nature, sources, or even the existence of such investigative information to persons mentioned in the report or to
other persons not normally entitled to such information may be made only when expressly authorised by the Director of Speelal In-

_vestigat) au unauthorized disclosure of such information wil) be considered to be a violation of AFR 205-1.

DISTRIBUTION , ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP

CG, AMC, Wright- ~ Commanding General

Patterson AFB, Air Materiel Command "

ATTN: MCIS Wright-Patterson Air Force fBase

Dayton, Ohio if
Hq OSI 2 Ni

File 2 \
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: \.\\

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YBARS ~S\
DOD DIB 5200.10 “
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Colbnel, USAF

District’ Commander.
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UNCLASSIFIED

| 24-39/6 ro

DETAILS s

1. This investigation was initiated by the Distriot Commander based

on information received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Field

Office, San Antonio, Texas, that ae aaa Gonzales, Texas, and
two (25 other persons lad observed an umsual aerial phenomena on an
unspecified date in the summer of 1951.

AT GONZALES, TEXAS

2. On 20 Nay1052,ir. SN seeteeemmantemouns,
Gonzales, Texas, was interviewed and related that he had witnessed unusual

aerial phenomena on three (3) different occasions. He stated that the first
pehnomena that he had seen was approximately one (1) year ago in either June
or July.1951- He had observed the object around noon one

in front of his radio and television shop at Gonzales,
Texase He gave the following information oonoerning the sighting of this

objects al
“~-..

‘a

TM.

- Q- Date of Observation? .

¢ Ae Summer of 1951 (June - July)e ;
OS LOOTED

a =“ + OO

Q. Exact time of. desertion (local)?
Ae Noon, approximately.

Qe Place of Observation?

Ae In front of Radio and Television Shop at 720 St. Paul

Street, Gonzales, Texas.

Qe Position of observer (air, car, building, location of =
give details)?

A. Standing on sidewalk.

Qe What attracted attention to objcot?

Ae Looking up to chook TV antema on top of his shop.

Qe Number of objects?

Ae ‘One. ‘

Qe Apparent size (compare to known object, i.e, sun, moon,
thumb or fist at arms length)?

Ae Size of fighter plane at 3/4 mile distance.

}

!

{

ae Q. Color of objeot?
| 7 As Aluminum - shiny.

Q- Shape (give graphic desoription - compre with known object)?
Ae Egg shaped =~ slightly lonzer than arounde ‘

2

Yee UNCLASSIFIED©

Yestanding
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| UNCLASSIFIED
24~39/46 ro

DETAILS (Cont'd)

Qe Altitude (angle of elevation above horizon ~ 0° at horizon,
90° overhead)? . |

Ae 45° angle up from horizon,

Q. Direction from observer (angle olookwise from north)?
60 degrees. ’

N
e
 

a
l

> e

Qe Direotion of flight of objeot?

Ae North of east to caste

Qe «Time in sight?

*Ae Two (2) or three (3) mimtes,.

Qe Speed (time to cover given angular distance)?
Ae Traveling slow in forward direotion = 5° « 10° while in sight.

Q- . Sound and odor?

' fe No sounde No odore

}
‘

4

Qe Distance from observer (distance to town, building, eto., over
which object appeared to bor

Ae Two (2) miles through air, one and one-half (1+) miles ground
: distance, about edge of towne

Qe Trail (color, length, width, persistance, eto.)?
Ae No traile .

Q- Luminosity (visible by reflection, incandesence, other -
degree of brilliance)?

Qe Projections (fins, wings, rods, antennae, canopies, etc.)?
: Ae Had four projections - similar to four leaf clover with .

; rounding endse Had circle band around center that was rotating

j in clockwise direction. Circle had fins similar to water wheols

' ‘Circle appeared to turn slowly ~ able to see it tum. No other
: projections.

Qe Maneuvers (turns, climbs, dives, eto.)?
A. Appeared to make banke Band may have been part of clover

leaf shapes

\/ Q- Manner of disappearanco?

. Ae Disappeared behind a oloud. Another airplane approached to

within 1/4 mile of object.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAR

3 DOD DIR 5200.10 ;

UNCLASSIFIED



24-39/6

UNCLASSIFIED

DETAILS (Cont'd)

Q

Ae

Q.

Ae

i Qe

7

i
a
n
 
r
e

Effect on olouds?

Clouds did not effeot vision while in sighte No offeot on

cloudse

Additional information concerning ——

Nonee

Weather conditions and lizht at time of sighting?

Clear day, visibility unlimited. Sun shining. No haze.

Did observer wear glasses, especially polaroid glasses at

time of sighting or was objeot viewed through oanopy, window,

or other transparent eae

Open visione pts GRADED AT3

Name and address of observer? DOD DIB 5200.19 YEARS.

Occupation and hobbies?

Radio and TV techniciane Hobbies - making of model airplanes,

all types. Attended B~29 Air Mechanic School at Amarillo,

Texas, 1945 in service. Had corse in Airoraft Identification.

UNCLASSIFIFN



3. On 20 May 1952, Hr. Qe, BeeNlI Hi chway #183
South, Gonzales, Texe-, was interviewed and stated the* sometime in May or
June 1951 while stan ug on the sidewalk with SEER roeDy 0
Street, Gonzales, Texas, he had observed an umsual aerial phenomena.

gave the following information ooncerning the sightings

Q. Date of observation? UNCLASSIFIED
Ae May =< June 195le
———— oe

Q. Exact time of mservation (local)?
Ae 1400 hourse

Qe Place of observation?

A. Standing in front of 720 St. Paul Street, Gonzalese Only two

(2) who saw object.

Position of observer (air, car, building, location of = give
details)?

Ae Standing on streot.

Q- What attracted attention to object?

QUEER pointed it ot

Nunber of objects and sketoh of formation or grouping?
Ae Onee

i -
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e

Qe Apparent size (oompare to known object, 1.6, sun, moon, thumb
or fist ar arms length)?
Big as moone Silver colore> .

Qe Color of object?

Ae Silver.
' = = _/- - ms aa

Q- Shape (give graphic description = compare with known object)?
\ Ae Cylindrical = about round. ‘

4 Qe Altitude (angle of elevation above horizon = 0° at horizon,
90° overhead)?

Ae 75° angle from horizons DOWNGRADED

UNCLASSIFIED
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24-39/6, ro

DETAILS (Cont'd)

Q. Direotion from observer (angle clockwise from north)?
Ae 90° from north, clockwise.

Qe Direotion of flight of object?

, Ae South from east.

Qe‘ Time in sight?

Ae Ten (10) - twelve (12) seconds.

Q. Speed (time to cover given angular distance)?
Ae Ten (10) to twelve (12) degrees, or traveling approximately

. one (1) degree per second. 7

Qe Sound and odor?
Ae No sound or odor.

Q- Distance from observer (distance to town, building, etoo, over
which object appeared to be?

A. 8000 = 10000 feet high, 3/4 mile land distance, over about
city limits. .

Q. Trail (color, length, width, persistance, eto.)?
Ae Appeared to have-had a light trail, black smokee

Q.- Inuminosity (visible by reflootion, incandesenoe, other - degree

of brilliance)?

A. Nothing luminous.

Qe Projections (fins, wings, rods, antennae, canopies, eto.)?
Ae No projections.

Q. Maneuvers (tums, olimbs, dives, eto. = sketch of flight path)?
Ae Straight flight - maybe slightly olimbing.

Q- Manner of disappearance?

Ae Disappeared behind a cloud.

Q.- Effeot on clouds?

Ae Medium high scattered clouds. Object out in open while visible.

Believes objoot came out of one cloud and into another. Object

had no effect on cloud it entered.

' Q- Additional information concerning object?
A. Objeot appeared flat and had a sliding motion forwarde

giaime anerireiecn



24-39/6

DETAILS (Cont'd)

Qe Weather conditions and light at time of sighting?

A. Weather - medium high olouds, sun shintigse Visibility unlimited.

Q.- Name and address of observer?

——— ]

Qe Occupation and hobbies?

Ae Resturant owner and operator, Gonzales, Texas. Reads books and

many artioles concerning "flying saucers", all the artioles he

oan find. Not able to identify conventional airoraft.

Q. Did observer wear glasses, especially polaroid glasses at time
or was object viewed through canopy, window, or other transparent

material?

Ae Usually wears glasses - can see further without glasses ~ was

not wearing glasses at the time.

Mr. QM further stated that he was very, interested in "flying :

saucers" and read all the books and articles he could find on them. He stated

that he believed there were such things and explained that they generated their

power through magnetio force and also throush obsorbing energy from the sun

during the day which made them glow at night. Mr. further advised that

it was his opinion that these objects were fran other planets, Mars or Venus,

because he did not think soientists on earth had knowledse enough to develop

sich objects. Mre QgWalso statod that it was his opinion that these

objects from another planet had to have canals to land in or on, therefore,

it was his opinion tht it is quite likely one (1) or more of these objects

have landed in the inlets along lower California and that the ocoupants are

probably presently living with Indians in that region.

Mr. QQ wes seriously injured in a fire approximately two (2)

years ago, losing a leg, parts of fingers, and seriously injuring his hands.

While interviewing Mr. QD, Urs. GRRE was introduced to the
writer and whon she learned what Mr. edn v0; being questioned about she
made the rererk:' "I bot I could see a "flying saucer" if I went out and

locked for one long enough and used my inacgimtion"
UNCLASSIFIED



3 4e On 21 May 1952, QQ, GURU, Gonzales, Toxas,
‘FFC, U. S. Arvy, was interviewed and statod that in approximtely April 1951,

wnile he was standing 1froot of @IMMMP Radio end T wision Shop, Sm
SED, Gonzs.es, Texas, talking to , he had

sighted something unusual flying through the air. deemed it umsual .

beoause it appeared round in shape, was of very shiny material and no sound ;

|
i
L,

or means of power could be notede QP gave the following information oon-
cerning the sighting of the aerial objects

A
* /

UNCLASSIFIED
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DETAILS (Cont'd)
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Q

Ae

Qe

Ae

Qe
Ae

_ &

Ae

Date of observation?

April of 1951.

Exact time of servation (local)?

Three (3)-four (4) Fil. ,

Place of observation?

Stending in front of QR Shop, GIMME, Gonzeles,
Texase

Position of observer (air, oar, building, location of « give

details)?
Standing on sidewalke

“What attracted attention to object?

Probably shining reflection attracted attention.

Number of @jects and sketch of formation or groupingT

Onee °

Apparent size (compare to known object, ie6@., sun moon, thumb

or fist at arms length)?

About the size of a full moon.

Color of object?
Silver (shiny).

Shape (give graphic description - compare with known objeot)?
Looked round = but glare wes too greet to note shape = unknown

whether flat or longe

Altitude (angle of elevation above horizon = 0° at horizon,
90° overhead)?

Approximately 60° from horizone

Direction from observer (angle clockwise from north)?
Approximately 135° from north. :

Direction of flight of object?

Going up at 60° angle and straight away from observer.

Time in sight?

Three (3) mimites.

Speed (time to cover givon enguler distance)?
Moving up and away = unable to ostimate speed and no change

in angle of sight.



24-39/6 UNCLASSIFIED ro

DETAIIS (Cont'd)

Qe Sound and odor?

Ae No sourde No odors.

Q. Distance from observer (distance to town, building, eto., over
which object eppeared to be?

Ae Estimate one (1) mile from observer to objcot. Was approximatdy

over fair grounds or cotton mills in edge of Gonzales, approxi-

mately 1/2 mile avy.

Q. Treil (color, length, width, persistance, etoe)?
Ae No trail. .

Qe Iuminosity (visible by reflection,incandesence, other - degree
of brilliance)?

Ae Reflection of about brightness of sun refleoting off chrome on

real bright cay.

Q- Projections (fins, wings, rods, entenme, canopies, etoc)?
Ae Unknowne

Q. Maneuvers (turns, clinbs, dives, etc. - sketch of flight path)?
A. Was climbing straight ahead to south south east. 5

Q-: Manner of disappearance?

&. Just went away into the distance.

Qe Effect on clouds?

Ae No clouds remembered. Real bright clear day, visibility unlimited.

Q. Additional information concerning object?

Ae Nover say anything like it before or since. Doesn't believe it

was a conventioml plane.

Q. Weather conditions and light at time of sighting?

A. Weather clear, visibility unlimited, nothing to obstruct vision.

Qe Name amd address of observer?

Ae QRUE, GEM, Goncoles, Terms.

Qe Occupation and hobbies?

Ae Ue Se Amy, light anti-aircreft gun crewe 9th Grade High Schoole

Sinoe he has been in the Army, May 1951, he has studiod aircraft

recognition end still thinks it was other than known type aircraft.

Q- Did observer wear glesses,especially poleroid glasses at time

of sighting or was cm ject viewed through canopy, wimlow, or other

transparent material?

Ae Does not wear glasses, 20/20 visione Used no seeing devicese

UNCLASSIFIED
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DETAILS (Cont! a)

Q.. Additioml informtion concerning object? se

Ae Thoucht it could have been a cloud at first then dooided it

wasn't. Finally thought it could have been a "flying saucer"

since they had heard and read about then.

Q. Weather conditions and lizht at time of sighting?

Ae Weather clear - sun shining, visibility unlimited.

. “Qe Name and address of observor?

Ae Mrs, Gy CE,UEC
Gonzales, Toms.

Qe Did observer woar glasses, especially polaroid glasses at time

of sighting or was objeot viewed through oanopy, window, or

other transparent material?

_Ae Wears glasses all time ~ had thea on at time. Saw through

winiehield = was clean. Ablo to recognize airoraft.

Mr. WAREwas not available for interview, however, Mrs. Saya
steted they hd ee discussed the object and what she md stated was also

the views of Mr.

6~ On 2] Nay 1952, Sheriff Le 0. McGINTY, Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas,

advised that he has know the follovinz persons ten (10), fifteen (15) and .

thirty (30) years respectively and considered them to be completely reliable’ -

and truthful. Wone had ever been in any trouble and were respeoted citizens

of Gonzales, Texas: .

|

seatios i | UNCLASSIFIED | | *

Mrs. Qa.

Sheriff McGINTY further advisod that he did not know QCD QD,

but knew his father very well ani that he worked for the City of Gonzales.

He advised that he considered QM father reliable ani trustworthy, and that

he had no reason to doubt SRM son (QMBMMEM boing of the same caliber person.

7. On 21 May 1952, Mr.Gonzales, Texas, was intervigved concerning the ee honesty, and
character of the following persons:

| |

|

1 en vised that he only know Mr. QMO through banking business
ani, therefore, he was unable to attest to the credibility of any informtion

_s DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS}
CED pscuassiriz arrer 12 YEARS.

: DOD DIR 5200.10 |

UNCLASSIFIED
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DETAILS (Cont'a)

Lr. QQ might relate. Lr. dvised that he had known Mr, Gjjijhall
his life and that he believed was of good character and trustworthy,

however, he had somg doubt about the credibility of information received

from Sg ‘ir AM ta toa that QQMPnicght be inclined to seek publicity.
He based this on the way SMP would greet whenever they met, which was

quite frequently. would greet him ps as if they had not seen
each other in months when in fact it may h not been over a day or two

since they had spoken to each other. tir SE further advised that he did
not know just how to express what he meant, but that WM was peculiar ©

in a way and might exaggerate the truth or supplement it through his

-. dmagination.

itr SEPM oavisea that he had known lirs. QQfor many years and
believed her to be completely reliable, honest, trustworthy, and that any
information she related would be credible.

8. On 21 May 1952, Ws. DELBERT DUNN, Secretary, Chamber of Commerce,’ *‘

Gonzales, Texas, was interviewed and stated substantially the same as 4

' We, WOOD concerning the honesty, character, and credibility of ir. Wy
and — Mra. DUNN further advised that agg ON mes p3
honest, trustworthy, and reliable, but that he had changed considerably

since he had been injured in a fire and that at present, she was somewhat

doubtful about the credibility of information he might relate because he

‘seemed to read and think a great deal and then use his imagination to
supplement the facts. lis. DUNN further stated that she did not wish to

imply that anyone of the three (3) persons would make up a complete false-
hood or that they were not basically honest, truthful, dependable, and .-

reliable, .

ff

CLOSED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YDOD DIR 6200, 10 pee

UNCLASSIFIED
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. 9 duly 1951

( ( Cerona, New Mexico

INSUFFICIENT DATA

UNCLASSIFIED es)
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CERTIFICATE
—_—— eeeee

12 July 1952

‘

On 10 and ll July 1951, Sgt. bev set: who is stationed
at the Corona Experimental Radar Site about 18 miles southwest of
Corona, New Mexico made the following verbal report to Capt. Dyvad

ssicsitsiaahialinaatia eT ycchoceonacicsaspoiaiidntahmasiannaaed

About 2230, 9 July 1951 I noticed a red glowing ball of light

about the size of a full moon to the west or west south west of the

station low above the horizon. I called the civilian Security Guard,

Hr, and we both watched it slowly descend for about

thirty seconds before it went below the trees. ‘There was an after-

glow for another ten seconds. No sound was heard that might have

come from the object. Visibility was slightly poor and although

some stars could be seen, there were dark clouds over part of the

sky. The light was nearly circular in shave and uniform in the
red glowing color.

EDWARD A, DOTY

POS MNT Cot et A eee
Holloman AFB



‘

ye a UNCLASSIFIED!
‘ C Y ie

$: Ee

Y

UNCLASSIFIED 
|

FINAL REPORT

os a L, ELTERMAN
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‘ 27 November 1951
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APPROVED:

P, H, WYCKOFF : |

Chief, Atmospheric Physics Laboratory
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