
PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD (

1. DATE 2. LOCATION ; , 12.

1 ‘ a

20 Jan 5] | Sioux City, Iowa oO

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION Bolg 0

Local __ . O Ground-Vi sual O Ground-Rodar oz
omt__Not reported & Air-Vi suai D Air-Intercept Radar 0

:* eee y =| Reelsgitceoc ae: ce | ae
O Yes Airline Pilots Q

& No Multiple Tower operators o
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 2

VU, min one Varied 0

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

2c PROTRCT

i. 11. COMMENTS

bive Boer. ffse7

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

‘Possibly Astronomical

valuated as B-36 a/c

(VK OK MTEC Js qx)

CONCLUSIONS

Wos Bolloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Wes Aircraft

Probably Aircrof?
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probobly Astronomical

Other
Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
Unknown
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TO UJTPCR/DIRECTOR CF SPECTAL INVESTIGATIONS HEQDa ARTERS nyar. sur ‘
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“OS157. SPOT REPORT DETA TLS
ee E

INC NVENTIONAL AIR CRAFT REPORTED SY CCNTRCL TOWER, SIOUX CITY

MUNICIPAL AIR PRT, ICWA, AT 202 0 HOURS CST 20 JANUARN 1951.

aumeewere, TOUR conTnonten, asp egw, ossiscest

TOWSR CONTROLLER, REPORTED FIRST SIGHTING AT ASOVE TIME ATi

VARYING ALTITUDES ESTIMATED AT FROM 2000 TO 3000 FEET. OuSE=N

COSITION AT ASQUT2050 FEET TO RAPID ACCELERATION TO ALTITUDE OF; Fa ieha tl

NsCUT 3000 FEET, TIfEM RAPID DESCENT TO FLY LOOSE FORMATION WITH

Dy NID@CONTINENT AIRLINES, WHICH NAD JUST ATKEN CFF FRO"
iae nf 2 2 7) >
~ tod - | sa |

UNCLAGS IED

2
f
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AFPPORT. OSUECT REMAINED IN VICINTIY APPROXIMATELY FOURREEN ‘MINUTES

as? t a nar Orr " wre ‘ 7 Sz a) wT: a aoedl todo a) ~- oo “7 TEATS Tees A ye

i) DIS PPEARED FLYING COURS= Ooi LTHWEST DI2Z=CTLY UNDERNEATH

: . . a op eyes \ or . :Te ion hae) . Artinm step assy * 4 ) v YOM tat Ped ara - seN pees

TOOEMERCTIAL PLANEe SHAPE ALD SIZE COULD NOT SE NOTED SY CONTROL

—, Te CRT Ae te? NOT AT etre t..c8 ran nme Arygos se ATS ay Th. 7.

a : ae Pp Pra. a NEL ists § APP= IRANC -* WAS THAT wry LARGE . ILi LAS. rd AL? PLA! Le

ive ty nm

SREDGS

me 4 NE PET resent aoe Sane Rd 34 al oA aecrv neces

Peaks S¥c08% CONDI rIons Vii, oie CLEAe BVviv. LY Nesae

mr T ATS =~ tT foal ell tl eee QLMOAY T _ bine vise iA oow a .

. ee | F hed Lis no i] 432 Uwe hing” Met§ Cy TiCIDENT RVs i?i

oregon TrATITYH' - rem ntrers —_——e ~~ wwe e® - ~~ — ‘ eT errr - —_ . ~

CIIEF TOVER CONTROLLER, SIOUX CITY, TO DENVER FLIGHT SERVICE FOR

o

TRANSMISS

a
o ION TO CONAC, “MITCHIEL Ars, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,

JASHINCTON, AND COMMANDING GENERAL, NEAREST MILITAR DISTRICT.

acre. PILOT, AnD -—geogpeiimem, copi.otT, FLISU

MIME, STATE TINE OSJECT OSSERVED SY THEM AS 2026 HOURS CST IN

tGHT SCONLIGHTs ee TED LICHT BETUEEN RED AND ORANCE

Tt} COLOR AT ESTIMATED DISTANCE OF FOUR MILES AT AZOUT ~ 500 FEET

ALTITUDE. IN COOORDINATION WITH TOVER OPERATOR, WVEMBBMMMR crecrep To

LaFT IN WESTERLY DIRECTION AND CSJECT ALSO CIRCLED, MAINTAINING

DISTANCE AND DEEPING ASRZAST OR ANTAD CF AIRPLANE IN WIDE ARC.

AIRPLANE CONTINUED CIRCLING TO SCUTH AND THEN EAST AND, AS IT.

APPROACHED TASTENLY BEARING, OBJECTBLINKED LIGHTS SIMILAR To

« UNNTN t tc epee re ha TA TYP ne ater Ww eka ot al

: IRING ia sis SUT SLIN NG APPEARED TO SE MANUALLY CONTROLLED.7 aise i. : ,
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STIILAR TO LANDING we "AS VISISLE FOR A SHORT r *. AIRPLANE

COMTINUED|CrReLIne TO NORTH AND OUJECT MADE supe SHORT

TURN OF NIVETY DEGREES AND DESCENDED TOWARD AIRPLANT AT NIGH SPTED

CORSSING IN FRONT AM D ASOVE AIRPLANE. OSJECT THEN STOOK POSITION. bivw ef

APPUOXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED FEET OFF LEFT SIDE OF AIRPLANE AND (

“af AGITLY AFT AS IN A LOOSE FORMATION. O5Je-CT REMAINED IN THIS
res -- _—_ . —_— He (

POSITION FOR TWO TO THREE SECONDS THEN SAPPEARED ~SLOU

lm TIME IT ASSUTED POSITION AS FROM FQUAL TO CNE AND ONE-HALF

TIMES THE SIZE OF 5-29 AIRPLANE. FUSELAGE APPEARED CIGAR
ee Re cecane ene = $e ee ae nenee-eebaaeenee ae idiibainiiial

———g

SHAPED AMD WING UAS LONG AND S ENDER, WELL FORVARD AND STRAICHT

ACROSS, LOOKING LIKE A FLATTENED CIGAR. WING WAS FROM MIDDLE To

HIGH ON FUSE LAGE. NO ENGINS NACELLES VISISLE AND VING APPEARED |

AS A GLIDER WING. NO LIGHT WERE NOTEDON CSUECT AT THIS TINE

AUD NO FORMS OG OTHER OBJECT COULD SE NOTED. NO BUDDERS oR

a’

ee

oes WERE. SEEN ON OaJECT UNICH APPEARED ALWAYS UNDER

PERFECT CONTROL, MOVING AT YILL AT SPEEDS VARYING FROM

MIGH RATE TO CLIMSING SPEED OF AIRPLANE, zeMILES PER HOUR

OL JECT DID NCT PLUT! ER OR OCSCILLATE AND TARY AINED STASLE POSITION |

AT ALL TIMES OSSERVED AND WAS ASLE TO MANEUVER WITH GR

PAGE FOUR guxc {4r 
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ee

FROM OIN-V/TC AT

ITcM 2, Tf O35 25

DOWNGRADEDTO RES

CLASSIFICATION WI

AT REGULATIONS.

ON THIS INCIDENT.

TO DESCRIBE A B-536,AS SEEN FROM ANOTHER

AT2PLANE _AT NIGHT.
cn

TN J L ROGERS MCIAXA~1A sal asciisr3
JAN 51, HAS BEEN -

TRICTED. FUTURE PAa 4 aga

LL ADHERE MORE CLOSELY TO.

REQUEST EVALUATION BE FORWARDED

THE DESCRIPTION APPEARS_
Loo OD Ko fe. :

END CSAF ITEM & /RESTRICTED/
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“DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE a
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION re?

INCOMING CLEAR MESSAGE

FROM: MATS, NATIONAL AIRPORT, WASHINGTON D.C.”

TO : CAPT McIVER, HQ USAF, WASHINGTON D.C.
Lg Re (AO te game

NR s 210200 21 January 1951

The following message was called by telaphone from MATS at
Washington National Airport at 0200, 21 Jan 51 to Capt Mciver,

Command Post Duty Officer. MATS received the info via message

from Plight Service addressed to Sec Def:

"Nearest Military area district command Offutt. Cirvis vicinity
of Sioux CityManicinpali Airport between estimated altitude 2000 to

9000 distance of 2 to Jniles estimated 280-285 degerses from control
tower i unidentified Plying object obdserving aircraft mid Continental

Airlines Flight #9.. Daparted Sioux City 2031 control altitudes of

odject 2 to 9000 variable. Time spent in vicinity aporoximataly 14
minutes. Pilot and Co Pilot of nidcontinental flight 9 and 2

passengers from USAP OST. Weather report clear visability 15 miles
semperature 7 dew point - 4 wind NW st 11 altimeter 053, 2030 SUX

weather report 1 unidentified Piying cbject tine of first sighting

2102202" Classification: "Unclassified".

ACTION: OIN

INFO : SEC DEF, CPR

AP IN: 16041 (21 gJan51) DtG: 210200 JDM/iws

| iF see

gs ys 0-309D U NCLASSI FIED 16 5568-5 U3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



UNCLASSIFIED( Togs a ae oe
ITEM 2 AMC /conPro{ ‘rans ag hg eee
FROM JL ROHN MCIAXAA1A PT OBS SOT |
TO L/C WILLIS TcB ; a ae ee ee

AN INFORMATION COPY OF TT NO. 13 OSI JU ERA DEL Ae

27 DATED 22 JAN 51 FROM HQ 13 DISTRICT

SSPCR/DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL. INVESTIGATIONS, of
(4 uSaF, HAS BEEN RECELVED. THE CONTENT OF =
THE CELETY>E 1S QUOTED IN ITS ENTIRETY ge tes ~ >
"SPOTREPORT DETAILSUNCONVENTIONAL
(RCRAFT REPORTED BY CONTROL TOWER SIOUX CITY

“UME CIPAL AIR PORT, IOWA, AT 2020 HouRS
C3T 20 JANUARY 1231. eT TOVER
CONTROLLEER, AND i 1,

S3SISTANT TOWER CONTROLLER, REPORTED FIRST

SL3HTING AT ABOVE TIME AT VARYING ALTITUDES

STINATED- AT“FROM-2000-T0-5000- FEET,- OBSERVATION.

“43 VISUAL AND WITH FIELD GLASSES

)AWEUVERS VARIED FROM HOVERING POSTTION
ff ABOUT 2000 FEET TO RAPID ACCELERATION

T) ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 3000 FEET,

NEN RAPLD DESCENT TO FLY LOOSE FORMATION

WitH 9 (FLIGHT NUMBER), MID-CONTINENT

AIRLINES, WHICH HAD JUST TAKEN OFF FRom

12PORT. OBJECT REMAINED IN VICINITY

*PPROKIMATELY FOURTEEN MINUTES AND

P{SAPBEARED FLYING COURSE NORTHWEST

DIRECTLY UNDERNEATH COMMERCIAL PLANE.

SHAPS AND SIZE COULD (NOT) BE_NOTED BY

CONTROL TOWER PERSONNE BUT APDE: LICE
ana

VAS_SHATOF LARGEMILITARY AL RPLANE =<:
VEATHER CONDITIONS VERE CLEAR.
SND MQMBBMIR CONSIDERED RELIABLE WITNESSES,

[EPORT OF INCIDENT MADE :Y Sean, /
CHIEY TOWER CONTROLLER, SlOUX CITY,—To-——- ~~ fer
DENVER FLIGHT SERVICE (FROM TRANSMISSION TO y 5
CONAC, MITCHEL AF3, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, Bel ee ee
-ASHINGTON, AND COMMANDING GENERAL, 'Y
iEAREST MILITARY DISTRICT, <\ Z |

PILOT, AND aS,

ILOT, FLIGHT NINE, STATE TIME OBJECT \. a
FAVED BY THEM AS 202s HOURS CST IN & ae .

%

-
—
-
$
—
—
$

)

RIGHT MOONLIGHT. WE NOTED LIGHT
SETYEESEN RED AND ORANGE IN COLOR AT ESTIMATED
DISTANCE OF FOUR MILES AT ABOUT 3900 FEET
ALTITUDE. iN COORDINATION WITH TOWER

PERATOR, QAM CIRCLED TO LEFT IN
SSTERLY’ DIRECTION AND OBJECT ALSO CIRCLED,
AINTAINING DISTANCE AND NEEPING ABREAST OR
READ OF-ALRPLANE- IN-WIDE ARC,.- AIRPLANE-.
INTINUED CIRCLING TO SOUTH AND THEN EAST AND,
3 IT APPROACHED EASTERLY BEARING, OBJECT BLINKED
LIGHTS SIMILAR TO RUNNING LIGHTS UT
ELINKING APPEARED TO BE MANUALLY CONTROLLED,
AS OBJECT REACHED A POINT DUE EAST oF AIRPLANE,

A BRIGHT LIGHT SIMILAR TO LANDING LIGHT Rt

VAS VISIBLE FOR A SHORT TIMES AINFEANS e |

E
a



” ele ee ee ee ee en a a ainda nn oe oe oe oe ee

UNCLASSIFIED
£
2 3 f
t
- & o* Unconventional Aireraft, Sioux Clty, Iowa

PeIA PCTANAj La 23 Jaa 51 3

i. Raforence is nade to teletyneno, 13 O52 27, dated 22 Jaa 51, from Offutt AVS,Cnana, Web, giving spot details o? sudject sighting. ares

2. The subject sizhting can be classed 23 con?irmed information since tt Tower
Controllers first observed the object at 8:20 in the evening and the pllot ond copilot
ox he conmeccial transport observed the object at 8:26. Also, a "shakeeofZ" maneuverperformed by the transport airplane waa stated to be “in coormiinatioa with tower
opets tora," 

:

Se ‘The general trend of the reported signting is shailay to vrevions sichtings
which reported Lishts at night, Zovever, the teletype states that the “weather
condivions were clear" end that the observations were made "in betcht noonliznat,"Mo<he pilot of the transport airplane then continues to Give a fuirly detalled geseriptionof the object as being definitely alvplaneeshaped with an unusual coafiguration, largetine, nod evovesnormal pevvornance ebility, a a ae A

4. On the basts of the above enalysis, the_object nosears to have been an sire‘.
gett, the deseription of which does not agree with any known types. he detail of
the deseription and the reported eredlbility of the witnesses do not indicate that
the veport could be easily disered lied,

5. The expected! final conclusions are difficult to state at thig time, Yurther
revelations might be brought out by a check of alreratt in the victuity or by a cheek
of the “yoted Licht between red and orange in color", or by the additional data being
iorwesmted, The mention of “lishts siuilar to running lights” being blinked as though
canually teems to indicate a Tricndly Giccralrt and the “bright light similar to
Jending Light” would seen to verity this. °

6. Action has been taken to have the OSI-5D forward the ejditionaL data as soon
ag received, A telecon is belng sent to 2B informing then of the sighting and
Sequesting 1? they have any additional in?ornation, Ts %5 eons ldered that ro additiona)
ection should be taken on the subject sightiag untill the additional data is received

7. The responsibilities of the Air Defense Cormand in comnection with visita-
tions of this kind should be more Piraly established than cur~antly upvears to be+ aa

KENT PARROT Sir/eos
Lt Colonel, USA? 625376
Chia?, Aircraft & Propulston Sec P NLL
Zeennical Analysis Division 3B 2539
fovelligance Department

’

-



CONTINUED CIRCLING TO NORTH AND OSJECT MADE

SUDDEN SHORT TURN OF NINETY DEGREES AND
DESCENDED TOWARD AIRPLANE AT HIGH SPEED,

CROSSING IN FRONT AND ABOVE AIRPLANE.
OBJECT THEN TOOK POSITION APPROXIMATELY TWO

, WUNDRED FEET OFF LEFT SIDE OF AIRPLANE AND
: SLIGHTLY AFT AS IN A LOOSE FORMATION,

OBJECT REMAINED IN THIS POSITION FOR TWO
TO THREE SECONDS THEN DISAPPEARED BELOW

AIRPLANE AND WAS NOT SEEN AGAIN, OBJECT
DESCRIBED BY MMMM ATTHE TIME IT

C ASSUMED POSITION AS FROM “EQUAL TO ONE AND ¢
CNE“HALF TIMES THE SIZE OF 5-29 AIRPLANE, oh Orcs obtraype
PUSELA ©APPEARED CIGAR SHAPED AND WING

, WAS LONG AND SLENDER, WELL FORWARD AND ’ i oveoneall
STRAIGHT ACROSS, LOOKING LIKE A ¥LATTENED CIGAR, 4 ea¢S
YING WAS FROM MIDDLE TO HIGH ON FUSELAGE. : aie or
ENGINE NACELLES VISIBLE AND WING APPEARED
S A GLIDER WING. NO LIGHT WERE NOTED ON

C3SECT AT THIS TIME AND NO FORMS OF OTHER
O3JECT COULD BE NOTED, NO RUDDERS OR

STABILIZERS WERE SEEN ON OBJECT VHICH APPEARED ALWAYS

UNDER PERFECT CONTROL, MOVING AT ‘ILL

fe SPEEDS VARYING FROM HIGH RATE TO CLIMBING
SPEED OF AIRPLANE, 120 MILES PER HOUR.

_ OBJECT-DED-NOT-FLUTTER -OR- OSCILLATE. AND-
PAINTAINED STABLE POSITION AT ALL TIMES

O3SERVED AND WAS ABLE TO MANEUVER WITH GREAT EASE,

EEPORTEDLY TURNING, SLOWING DOWN, SPEEDING UP, IN
&MANNERNEVER BEFORE BSERVED BY
EX=NAY PILOT. BOTH AND
CONSIDERED RELIABLE WITNESSES, DISTRICT

¢ COMMANDER, 13TH DISTRICT OSI AND S/A
—=— SAME DISTRICT, WERE PASSENGERS OF
LIGHT 9, [iID-C ENT AIRLINES, ATTHIS TIME. S/A -_. SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF
FROM SIOUX CITY, NOTED WHAT HE BELIEVED '
WERE RUNNING LIGHTS OF ANOTHER AIRPLANE

TO REAR LEFT OF FLIGHT 9, NOXTHING UNUSUAL
NOTED BY DISTRICT COMMANDER OR OTHER PASSENGERS,
DATA REQUIRED BY ASCS{ LETTER NO. 35
MEING OBTAINED AND WILL BE FORWARDED DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR
EARLIEST," DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12

e
e

 
e
e

-

—-4

INTERVALS}
2 YE. ARS,

ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO OBTAIN THE . DOD, DIR 5200.10
‘3 fODITIONAL DATA BEING FORWARDED BY OST,

HAVE YOU ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,

< —

, END ITEM 2 AMC /COMSEDENTE ALS UNCLE SSIFIED

¢-}

“~~

O35



ROUTING AND Kec “RD SHEET WNCLASoI - YATERIEL COMMAND
Usa this form for tnter-ofice correspondence Use authorized office symbols to designate nts inttials of dictutor and typist, telephones
within headquarters. addressor and addressee. number and location to right of signature.

Number all comments consecatively. Note warning signal at lower left of form.

Remaining sp sgflicient only for
Use entire width of sheet, both sides. proper spacing’ of .ty a so Pepazata comments by horizontal lines acrous pace.

+ ot aren
= oo }suyect Sighting of Aerial Phenomena LSS b&b ett oh Kms2 BF, .h. eas Pasty

ae BF

to 5D-OSI FROM = MCTAXA-la DATE23 Jan 51. COMMENTNO.

1. Reference is made to the telephone conversation between Lt Col J F O'Connell,

5N-OSI (50200), and Mr. J L Rohn, MCIAXA-la (65376) on 23 January 1951, subject as
above,

2. ‘The following is in confirmation of the statements and the request made by MrLh e@

Rohnin the reference conversation. This office has received an information copy of

teletype no. 13 OSI 27, dated 22 Jan 51, from Headquarters 13th District OSI, Offutt

AYB, Omaha, Nebraska, to JEPCR/Director of Special Investigations, Headquarters USAF,
Washington, D. C. This teletype contained a four-page spot report details of an un-

conventional aircraft sighted at Sioux City, Iowa, and concluded with the statement

that "data required by ASCSI Letter No. 85 being obtained and will be forwarded

earliest."

3. It is requested that a copy of the data being forwarded be obtained and be

hand-carried to this office as soon as possible.

nyfh bas.

Libs Fasumnensay BS o Ts/eys
Colonel, USAF

Chief, Technical Analysis Div ; _dt
Intelligence Department B 263

JAMES F, X. O'CONNELL JEu/v2
Colonel, USA 5-0227

District Commander pla
Sth OSI District(iG) B14
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our left, traveling in the sane Cirection, about Q £225 from our left wine

enaont tha sama aneed, Tha object ranai in $9

2u9 or threa seconda and then cisasnsared below our 9 L we

acain, The tower advised — the object was following Just below our nians

tnb wa could not monenver our vlana 89 aa to observa it again, end

on ovr scheduled flicn’ to Onahas

v

£

ined in tania vosition ansroxicataly

5 |

t

whe object anpsared to be us anne 25 a 229 to ona and one half tines

the size of ae Ret}, The fuselage appeared to de ciszar rhaved and tha wing

wis long and slender, mounted walliforvard on the fuselage ead the edga vas

straignt ucross, fhe wing waa mounted Prom mid to Aigh on the frwelaze ed
loovad like a slider wiaz. There were no nacelles visible, =f did not

nbserve any ruddara or stabilisers on the object. Y observed no evidences

of aay exhaust; could not determing its meana of propulsion; heard no mio&

other than our own plases engines; and recelved no laterference on our radlo.

The obfect anneared to are bea under perfect control, and moved at

rill, veeving in eneed fron very high speed down to the climbing ssa4i af

our olan,

|: | e_icnalaanensgrtamapasayea:
neti

ValLiam Durrett

S/A ast
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Z Anis se ere
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P 123 _ oO. > wa 2AM. 
+e

o_o ————— % e 134 We

! 
os 3a 3 shuls £.an 3
e oo ~_

a2 vn LY 4

- io ’ ~a nme dn ee -* FR nt P Ns Teswitt .

erayw denartin: K2n3aa City on Mid Uoneineas slien {9 & UFO vo VARY cve "
zi ~ ae 4 « 5 ~ " * dn . bre | . 7 ¢

terninated tne PLichs at Minneasolis a5 BOON) 1230 after malting stops at os
; a ~~ ' 0 yop, ? ’ } he . 24 lo

Moines, Weatarloo, and Nochsster. ‘Ye arrive . hone lates » to head winds.
. . ® $ « — 4 ** 4 °

Other than thats the Pliqnt was nornabe4 - ~ = « £

W9 danasted Minneapolis on achedule at L350 her a four hour reat during
} b ri . 1a 3 GO e 7 . a4 4 v $. is B3 rial e

Lly 3

tLnee

onerator advised us of an object
to inves is ioat e la b+ vic {?

end inmediately spotsed the object west of the flels 25 ar estimated altitude

\ ef S000! and abouts three miles distant. The object's path of Plight wa? in an

erc from & position yest of the Tiols throush sovth ani to a position 1234 of

the field. iia took ofY northwest and made a tur inside the object to the Lert

natil he was directly ahead of us on an ea sterly heading at an estinated

altituds of £000" and about two miles ahead of use Af this ooint ve were ooot
climbing sb an indiceted airspeed of 120 (He

‘ Just before getting hin ina vesition directly ahead of us we noticed

three blinking list: (rad, green, wiite Dlinized about 6 tines and apnsared
- otun

to have been operated manually. “nen 43 tha cbfeect was cireetly aheac of us wv

noticed a white, veigns Lim.¥

ge 5 ny yon 32%3 @ a

2

9 b
e

simtlar in iutansity to one of our lending Lizshts, this Lisit lasted only &
i to

1

ye coaingfrom where T would Judse

wt would oe

Ae 4. S. & ty
“ vO C8 Bune

convle of saconia, but seemed

sida of the fusalagay althouch at the cistance he was froa na ti

hard to asesttain.
. ~~ a *

Ua until this point I would Sudge the soeed or the object to t
¥

between hoo and 9900 Wve

Now at thia voint when the object was ehead of us about two miles anc 
abouts

4 %

” ’

w
e

hoag BOUTR, 4t seemed to make a 99” turn to tna riecht and then cone fivectly 3

us at a terrifie spsed, hich f wouldn's try to eatimate, and suddenly tare un

a vaition abont 2009 ta the left of us and stay with us 2% our s7¢ed for a rev

and a straicat wing almost as lony mounsed sLichtly

Pera FI of Pa 42a93
gmap’ cammeennd

forward of the center of the plane. There seened to ba no tall memoers nor any

evidence of anzines or proveliers. The plene droopad below and behind ua witil
te twee tower OHe lav ve yarle toid hea 4

2oia to ae 4b arain. Atter venouvering
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) # cramer ic t Vraffiece Controller ani lle assistant
AiroortTraffic Controller ware on duty at the Sioux Olty Airiars Teatfie Control

Tower a “lat Gity Municivnal Airport, Sergsant Bluff, Lowa from 19005 ta 24005
Jaruary 20, 1951 and observed the Pollowtngs

At avorexiuately 20206 a bright Light was observed from the control tower, Wain

first nobiced the lisht anneared to be avoroximately 2,000 taat above the surtzaca

on a brarine of annroximeately 285° fron the towar en vous 2° to 5 alles Ave
This Licht anpeared to ba stationery an? of extrenea boil liance for a oeriod of ona
¢: Roh minutes, then Bra Anal ly began to face, AS thia time NideSontinen ielines

Fricnt Nine was eiven taxi instructions for talraoff and waa then advised of tha

iat he tower hed in sight. The pilot was unable to locate the Lisht which|
fated bg 2 anth flow and was climbing ranidly in a southeriy cirection, At anproxe

imately eisht ov vine thousand fest ant a distance o sbout four miles the Licks
aivemied te become stationery asain southwest of the alrvort. ideGantinent sirliaes
Plicnt Nine took off nort west at 20279 end made a left turn. The tower then advised

as to tha licht's position. Within oa few seconis tha AiContinent ry
* eT aS ” . s @iar , 2

tre ery The pilot then turned to a southarly heacine¢
‘ %, : oe ae ~~ 4 ve - > ’ -

act anneared to be a very lerva military alreraft. The

° “adreraft in the viel e ‘ne tower then recliad ¢
at aircraft in the vicinity of the airport. At this time

called the tover and advisei hea was low on fuel and was making

at Sioux City. The Cesana was inmadistely given lending ir

20770 Also, at anproxinately the sane time FY 31377, a Bea
for landing instructions and lanied pn 20366, At aporort 3 ‘ a
Airlines Plight Nine edvised the object was flying = loose formation with hin, Mi¢-

Continent Alrlines Mlisht Nine was at en approximate altituce of 2500 fest cana

northeast heading abont one mile -southeast of the airnoort.: The pllot asked if the

i Trom the towertowar hac the object in sight. The object could not be observed

Vic-Gontinent eireeee Flichnt Nine then took uy aan

over the tower, sdvising at the seme tine the object waa directly on ¢ . °

At Bbc Nise BeP0310 the object was observed acnarentiy following MideContinens
te

uAirlines FPlicht Mina Just before Flicnt Vine passed over the tewer. The pilot thea

tool un a northeaat heading and asked for the vosition of the ererens The tower
edvisea the object was in sicht about a nile na & healt due east of ths tower at an
estimated altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 feat above the sround enorrent ty in @ stationery
nosition. The object then bes2n to move at a2 hish rate of sseed in a northyest

Cirection. The oilot of Flicht Nine asain ask the voasition of the object and the
Girection it wa3 traveling. The tower advised that the abject was annroxinately half

way hetween MideContinent Airlines Flicht lineal s altitudes and the ground and was moving
very reoidly in a northwesterly direction, MNid=Gontineat Airline Plight Nine then

nroceedad on conrae to pages Vebraska at eovroxinately 20550, The adject wag last
sichnted fron the tower at? OBC eacded in a northwasterly direction,

The forecoine statement is true o
o
n 51d correct to the bast of our knowledze

rn ee ee ee ”
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DISTANCES IN STATUTE MILES

BEARINGS ARE MAGNETIC

CL AMIGMTS IN FELT AROVE SEALEVEL 12300) 0 pher tow fT]Ta
geoeguere IN FEET AFOVE AERODROME(133)weve ds 100 i a at

AERODROME POSITION: Lat. 42°24iN., Long. 96°23W. | yd- Gentrool JSewar ( )
: , : . . <7 a

RADIO: SBMRLZ rangea(VHF voice), tower and VHF tower. ar Crag hi rm of oy ony at, “Pp

LIGHTING: Rotating light; horizon, obstruction, threshold c ‘s of @ o oe o¢ to!
and runway lights. ‘ . . s ; }
= ¥ ‘\ D- « a S#¥0 LAM oem,
a ae ié i ee (#3
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iStrearrave Ar fp | |airline pilot Sunday night told ofStrange Aircraft —_ [seeing a strange aircraft Saturday
Sighted In Sky

1By Two Flyers

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan. 22.—
(UP)—An airline pilot’ said today
he saw a strange, monster air-
craft in a moonlit Iowa sky above!
Sioux City, Iowa, and described it)
as having no visible means of|
propulsion.

“I'd say it was as large or half-
again as large as a B-29, ” pilott }
Harry W. Vinther, 32, Kansas} |

i

|

City, Kan., said. “It did things} :
airplanes simply aren't supposed |;
to do.”

The mystery plane was observed
also by Vinther’s first officer,|,|ings on the wings and I saw 1
James F, Bachmeier, also of Kan-}:
sas City, Kan., shortly after take-|!

off in a Mid-Continent Airlines}
|} DC-3 Saturday night.
v Vinther said the-‘plane had a} bo bers, and there were no jet

3]straight wing “and no tail assemei
>| bly to speak of.”

/ Bachmeier said the aircraft was
“shaped like a cigar and its winz}iike a flattened cigar.” i
But it was a head-on pass and

;|&@ maneuver which immediately
‘followed that most astonished
both Vinther and Bachmeier.
Vinther said. the plane ap-

proached his DC- 3. passenger
plane, and then, “just after Lh
nad turned my head to watch him)
pass, there he was again flving
some 200 feet by our side—and)
going in _the same direction as?
we W ere,’ 

}

| “You can’t turn ordinary airs
‘planes that fast,” he said. b$2 sonneihentoerentnenenanasneneaptiphietiaypseonncnsaeennnsentien

gnenee rere lt.
adda.

“|Airline Flier ‘Siciaihel

_|ean’t do with airplanes today.”

_— ¥ WP TOE ST ras op

. JA

Amazing Performance

by Huge Ship

Kansas City. — (?)— A veteran |

night that did something “you just

Larry W. Vinther of Kan-

sas City, Niid-Continent aire

line pilot who has been fiying

17 years and has been with

Mid-Continent seven years,

said the incident occurred

over Sioux City. ;

He destribed the strangse

Diane as about “one and a half

times the size of a B-29, with

a long, siender fuselage, long

straight wings set farther for-

ward than a 1-29s,” ;

“There were no engine mount-

exhaust glow,” Vinther said. “TH,

wings were Straight, not fn
back like on the B-47 and other jet l

poe visible.” .
j inther said the craft was seen

bythis copilot, James F. Bachmeier

of Kansas City and one of the 11

Passengers aboard,

“As I was getting tower clear-

lance to take off from the Sioux

City field at 8:26 o’clock,” Vinther

said, “the tower asked us to check

on the strange light in the sky.”

“We spotted the light and —

climbed in that direction. We ©
saw the plane had some sort

of navigafion Lights, in ad-

dition to a strong white I’zht

underneath the fuspage, The

lights all blinked off and on

five or six times a8 we drew

nearer.”

Vinther said his DC-3 was do-

ing 120 miles an hour and the

other craft was going faster than

that in the opposite direction.

“J had just turned my head

from watching him go past our

wing when there he was again,

flying right beside us about 200),

feet to our left, coing in the same

$
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otf in a Mid-Continent. Ainn..| [Wines were straight, not swerh -_~

CF onde uae. eee back like on the B-47 and other jet | ‘ & :
Viniher Said the plane had a| |borpbers, and there were no jet] . pS: ) Geman :

ty chan no tail assem-! |potls visible.” ; ' o A
Mechmeler said the aireraft ae Vinther said the craft was seen ts p

“shaped like a cigar and its wins |Y his copilot, James F. Bachmeier }

like a flattened cigar.” “| of Kansas City and one of the 11 &.
: ytd .Peggy pas and passengers aboard,

mediately « : >

Vinther said the plan: ap-| [City field at 8:26 o'clock,” Vinther
mronehes his DC-3 passenger) said, “the tower asked us to check jo
er gee then, “just after 1) Jon the strange light in the sky.” '

some 200 feet by our side—and cilmbed in that direction. We © beg
wolpg in the same direction as' | SW the plane hed some sort i
we were.” ; of navigation lights, In ad- re

, You can't turn ordinary air- dition to a strong whiie light * BES
pecanes that fast," he said. | underneath the fuseage, Tho Poe

lights all blinked off and on EE
. five or six times as we drew . Es

nearer.” & e
Vinther said his DC-3 was do- .

ing 120 miles an hour and the ERY
other craft was going faster than Pris
that in the opposite direction. a Tha

“I had just turned my head Be

from watching him go past our ees
“4wing when there he was egain, ‘ Fes
flying right beside us sbout 200], ect
feet to our left, going in the same

direction we were,” tre said.

Vinther caid that’s viet roe

mystified him because “you

just can’t turn an airplane

around that fast at that po Oa

speed.” af a
The strange plane flew slong-

side about four seconds then
eased off below the DC-3 “and /
we lost him,” the pilot said. {

Vinther’s flight stayed over-

night at Omaha. He said he

checked the airbase at Offutt field

there and learned there were no
airforce jet planes scheduled in

that area.

_
s

7

,

‘

Attempts to learn further detai's
concerning the strange aircraft re- 5

Ported over Sioux City were un-
availing here Sunday night. A ees

Mid-Continent airlines official said): ay ;

that as far as he knew no one}! MmEenAyNGRAD A : a Las5
at the aes ang Ser-|: ? BECLAS: ba i ae be Oe a

Tenens or » geant Bluff had seen the aircraft.}! state 90.3

i a | ASSIF lk: | ' " Other sources, however, declined | errr j 0
‘comment. ;

th | _o Oe . ‘
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Startling Performance~
of Strange Plane Over

City Related by Fliers
Airline Pilot, Air .
Guard Captain Tell
of Amazing Speed

Reports grew Monde, of an : =

amazing performance by « strange aon “ad atonts agg ge oe
aircraft over Sioux City. Sugn sas onday at Vermil-
La \D. Vinther of Kansas lion, S. D., where he is a senior

hoagie’ be Age : in journalism at the University
City, a veteran airline pilot, told t South Dakota. His h is h

of seeing a plane over the city 1 one0 D a toy ; s “ep is here
1Saturday night that did something! ? ouglas street.

ns : Chase Fails
“ % 1 Ww 1 e. e

qe iis Ng Capt. Baugh, who at the time
how the plane passed him once ~ died - bee = ee Be

‘lin the cpposite direction, then in|” | co mee it clvelod = =
an unbelievable short time passed pane, t

climbed him. He lost it as it dis-

a a ce Tie oe appeared to the northwest.
Capt. Baugh said that the night

Monday Capt. Richard P 8 8
of his experience was So dark that

Hnaugh of the 174th fighter |b. could not describe the plabe
: ogg Rh. yA — other than its bright light aid
guard, s speed. - :
similar experience a month Keith Armold, Sioux managpr

Or 50 ago.

Capt. Baugh, like Vinther, was! See PLANE on Page 5

Continued from Page One_

impressed by the bright light on

the tail of the fuselage of the

strange plane and its speed.

“It had more speed than any-

ther’s employer, said that he had

been unable to learn any more

details. However, he said that

\ James Yanney, i100 S. Glass

street, had notified him of seeing

a plane with particularly bright
lights at the sarne time as Vin-

} ther.
Gives Description

Vinther has been flying 17

Ne years, seven with Mid-Continent.
The Associated Press said that

Vinther described the plane as

about ‘one and a half times the

size of a B-29, with a long, slen-

OU

of Mid-Continent airlines, Vin-| we lost him,” the pilot said.

RY 22, 1951—2 SYOTTONS —34 PAGES

back like on the3-37MA other jet
bombers, and there were no jet
pods visible.”

Vinther said the craft was scen
by his copilot, James F. Bachmeier!
of Kansas City and one of the 11!
Passengers aboard,

“As I was getting tower clear-
ance to take off from the Sioux

City field at 8:26 o'clock,” Vinther
said, “the tower asked us to check
on the strange light in the sky.”

“We spotted the lisht and
climbed in that direction. We
Saw the plane had some sort |
of navigation lights, in ad-
dition to a strong white light
underneath the fuseage, The |

lights all blinked off and on |!
five or six times as we drew |
nearer.”

Vinther said his DC-3 was do-
ing 120 miles an hour and the
other craft was going faster than
that in the opposite direction.

“I had just turned my head

rom watching him go past our
fing when there he was again,

flying right beside us about 200

eet to our left, going in the same

irection we were,” he said.

Vinther said that’s what
mystified him because “you }

just can't turn an airplane

around that fast at that

speed.” ~

The strange plane flew along-

side about four seconds then

eased off below the DC-3 “and |

Vimther’s flight stayed over- |
night at Omaha. He said he

checked the airbase at Offutt field

j there and learned there were no

| airforce jet planes scheduled in

that area, “~~.
-————@

der fuselage, long straight wings

U N CLASSI F | ED 9s tamed

“There were no engine mount-

forward than a

|

'

~>-- ings on the wings and I saw nopgWNGRADED AT 38 YEAR INTERV
exhaust Gow linther said. “The

iwings were Straight, not swept
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAR

VOU DIR 5200.19
|



FANSAS CiTy s7aR 22 JANUARY 1951

, “Sioux ceeKRenu City Pilot
romWhich: Cannot Beaby theou Sieofl

n! 4 VETERAN air line pilotito check on the strange lightt inf
- last night toid-of seeing #|the sky, °°

} \ strange aircraftSaturday| ‘We spotted the light and|*
| night that did something!climbed & that. direction, Wej'ny just can't do with airpldnes'saw the plane had some sort ot|'ot: today." ane navigation.lights, in addition to a

C - Larry W..Vinther, ‘ems Buena|strong. white light. :nderneath
Vista,” Johnson, County, -Mid-jthe fuselage. The lights all

{Continent Airline pilot who has'blinked off and on five or six
e| been flying seventeen years and!times as we crew nearer,”
‘Nias been with Mid-Continent) other Craft Traveling Fast.,|saven. years said. the incident8 @ . FOSES, Vinther said. his DC-3 was do-!;
occurred over Sioux City, Ia.’ ing “120 miles an hour and the!,

other craft was going faster|¢

—
<

~
~
—
 
«

He describedthe’ “—- plane
as about one and alf times; éthe size ‘of a B-29, with a long, se that in the opposite direc

slender iuselage, long straight

5
1

| a set farther forward than Shas perf 5 ad ag Shaped
B- *s.

a

; wing when there he was again,
No Exhaust Glow, flying right beside us about 200't

,| “There were no engine mount-|feet to our left, going in the
ljings on the wings and I saw no | same direction we were,” hel,
»lexhaust .glow,’’ Vinther said.!said. ,
‘|The wings were straight, not} Vinther said ‘that's what mys-|
y swept back like on the B-47 and;jtified him because you just can’'t|'2 other jet bombers, and therejturn an airplane’ around that3! were no jet pods visible.’’ fast. at that. speed.
(| Vinther said the craft was| The: strange plane flew along-
*jseen by his co-pilot, James F.|side about four seconds then>| Bachmeler, 2908 Parkwoo dea sed off below the DC-3 and we
1 boulevard, Kansas City, Kansas, lost him, the pilot said.
and one of the eleven passengers'| Vinther’ s flight Stayed over-

3\ aboard. [night at Omaha. He said he
‘| “As I was getting tower clear-;checked the air base at Offutt
tance” to take olf from the ged a there and learned there
(City tleld at 8:26 o'clock,’ Vin-!were no air force jet: pianes!tees said, ‘‘the tower asked us.lscheduled in that area, '
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UNITED STATES

SPAN: 230’

LENGTH: 162’ 6” ;

ENGINES: 6P-W R4360'S-4GE 5-47'S

SPEED: OVER 435 MPH

RANGE: 4,000 MILES COMS. RAD.

UNITED STATES

SPAN: 2390’

LENGTH: 182’ 6”

ENGINES: 6P-W R-4360'S

SPEED: (APPROX) 300 MPH

RANGE. 8,000 mitES Silhouette



PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE ( 2. LOCATION 
12. CONCLUSIONS

* Wos Balloon21 Jan 51 eer, een — nora Sm Probably Balioon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION oe

Locol __ 1620 OD Ground-Vi sual O Ground-Reder alg
GMT 21/23202Z UE Air-MeEOK Radar D Air-Intercept Rasar Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probgbly Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

5. PHOTOS oe, ae
O Yes

tI No ,

o
o
g
 
o
o
o
 
a
s
o
 
o
o
o

7. LENGTH OF ODSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Other Ground Target
: esmetant Doto far Evaluation

Three radar runs one Not given Unknown
10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS ee a ease

F-32 attempted to intercept an Explanation is"ducting",caused by the

unknown target. Three passes were made at inversion. Probable source being a gro:nid

the object but since it was over Oak Ridge target.
the pass could not be completed. Weather “

data indicates a double inversion existed

in the air.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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MO, 21. January 1951 at .1309 o'clock vhil
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£ tio reDd2 aircraft the radar operator of
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canting aircrafts altitude which was In focb, 2G & rangja of ap PLCtw

Letoly Gn yaris the indication cn clevabion bezan to aloscend until
tha lintt of depression of the entenna was reached. 4% this point the

pilot cropredinto a nosa down oitioude aml the tarcet was ayain picked’

up amd incisated the %10 ama plant of Cak Ridge. The intercenting

cirerntt thenbroke off tie intoreept and reburned to Lenoir Clty

Area vhore it s723 to be "barget" Lor the otimr abreratt. On the next

ren in the area the “target” wes agala indicated om) 2 secon run
ss 2mule on same Ab the completion of the flying poriod the redar

chserver roquested one mere run over the area to again check for the
.soos type indication. 3! pilot started the run from appraxck: =

20 miles and avain at 17.80 varia the indicationwas roceived andlocked ca
to, haved tine b 12ran T4383 Com pl." od to tho Links of na orbenna devrese=

Ock Thige “Plant. this Beecnamnah vas ae 3aan * 9 CCL and OSI,
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fe UNCKASSIFIED |

: SUMMARY OF INFORMATION gg
PREPARING OFFICE

Litth cic Petachment, F..0 73, P. 0. Bax 379, “noxville, Tennessee ae
SUBJECT CODE FOR USE IN INDIVIDUAL PARAGRAPH EVALUATION

OF SOURCE: OF INFORMATION:

‘ COMPLETELY RELIABLE . 5... A CONFIRMED BY OTHER SOURCES . . 1
~~ A’? © ‘ane

ClOUPCTS SIGHTED OVSR CAX RIDGE, USUALLY RELIABLE. «2. 2 2. B PROBABLY TRUE
TIM SSRS FAIRLY RELIABLE . 2 1 1 eee c POSSIBLYTRUE . 2... 1. 3

ie - NOT USUALLY RELIABLE.... D DOUBTFULLY TRUE474 o

(15 & 21 January 1951) UWRELIAMLE 2 0 ww wt E IMPROBAMR 0000 ttt 5
RELIABILITY UNKNOWN . 2 ee F TRUTH CANNOT BE JUDGED . . . . 6

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

Refer S/Z Subjectas ebova cated 20 January 1951 pertaining to thes ighting
— hours on 16 January 1951)

“At aporoxinatealy LSh5 hours on 16 January 1952, an unusually brilliant
i. act was Sighted by-five persons criving in tha AGonbe ol Zone” of the Atomic
ergy Project, (ak Ridge, Tennessee, xbeached heretois the statement

concerning this ;shenomencts The weather at the time of this sighting is
substantLall; the Same as reported in the pravious report for 15 January
1951, as referred to above.

Records of the 663rd AC & Vi Squadron, (ladar), Mcochee Tysea alrp2Or

Unaxwille, Tennessee reveal that no direrafh were in the vicinity atthe

time of the observation, and the radar site was receiving no interference,

At 1620 hours on 21 January 1951, a radar sighting of an unicentified |

vo ject over Cak Ridge, Tennessee was made bythea airborne racar equipment ”
inustalleea in on F-O2 fighter uirecraft of the 5th a Fighter Squadron, 52nd

ii Pighter Group,\icGhse Tyson, airport, “noxville, Tonnessee. This radar

interference was received by the airborne radar as base airerart approached

the YLO Plant areca oo the "Controlled Zone" of the atomic inerzy Project,
Cak Ridge, Tonnessee, The fighter aircraft atta: —< interceptions of this

target from various angles and found thatthe source of the ry sgen asd
oninated from the area cf the X-i0 Plant. Mo “oval reforence to saytnin
in the sky was reported by cither ths pllot or the radar operator of the Pete
=—j3vn .
aw °

The weather at the bine of this incident is reportedly: “Partly cheudy,

with Mast winds at seven 7 ) miles per hour, Temerature 53 degrees, and
deeypoint 19 desrees. ‘to balloons or other weather apparatus vas in the

sky ab this time, Setween the hours 1545 and 1415, the wind vas variable

rom south to northeast at from calm to eleven (225 Wiles per hour,

rp pan hereto is a Sopy of the letter submitted by nr;
Ist L Loubensnt, UeSeiiee, Concerning this shenonenon. C iCrss The letter

u“ used in this letter denobes "thous: d").

; % Radar Squadron, McGhee Tyson .izpow Nnoxville, Tenn.

Sty i Righter ah rats. fnoxville, Tonn.

atonle “nersy pope egg) eather bureau, (2k Lidge, fennessee,

, ail Five persons listedon inclosure, Cuk rldce, Temesses
by a cavenlle, Tennessee DOWNGRADED AT8 YEAR INTERVAL

sw Wy DECLASSUUED AF re R12 YEAR
A LA 

re ek ) TAVIP ROO TY

DISTRIBUTION

3 com Nq, Third arny,|a MePherson, Ca Lce cooa Snoxville, Venn

l co = (DL, ‘noxvyilla, Ucnnessee J. co File& Ww 2

WD int 568 + MORASS ean



UNCLASSIFIED 3 ght
HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY

FORT MCPHERSON, GEORGIA

Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff G2

SUBIZCT: Unconven*sional Aircraft

TOs Director of Intelligence

Fourteenth Air Force

Robins AF38, Macon, Georgia

Inclosed herewith is surmary of information re objects sighted over

Oak Ridse, Tennosseo.

a

S/I dtd 1 Fob 51 Colonel, GSC :

AG of S, G-2

Int 360 Ast Ind ga

Hy Fourteenth Air Force, Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.

TO: Conmanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson AF3, |
Tayton, Ohio, ATIN: GIS )

Forwarded in accordance with letter, Headquarters USA’, 8 Sen 5,

subject: "Reporting of information on unconventional aircraft,"

FR THE COMANDING GENERAL:

1 Incl
/ 

a
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AST Cx, AS

ai gig UE Bo Maeal
AIR MATERIEL COMMAND ae

COMMUNICATION | A}1O. EN WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE beet of a.

GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL DAYTON, OHIO ; - |
COMMAND, ATTENTION FOL- Q ; a +
LOWING OFFICE SYMBOL: , FO er

a! eee NCTAXA-1a/JIR/ns

SURJECT: Unconventional Aircraft, ATI Project No. 10075

TOs Director of Intelligence

Headquarters, USAF

ATTN: Evaluation Division

Technical Capabilities Branch

Washington 25, D.Ce

1. It is considered highly probable that the radar target detected

three times by the airborne radar set in the F-€2 aircraft on 21 January

was a ground target in the vicinity of the X-10 plent.

2. The peculiar phenomena of having the target first appear at an

altitude above the interceptor and then below the aircraft is considered

to be due to abnormal refraction of the radar electromagnetic emanations.

The airborne radar transmitted energy was refracted to the ground by a

Mtemperature and/or moisture duct" that was located at about the same
altitude as the interceptor; more details are given in paragraph 3 below.

When the interceptor closed on the target, the target first appeared to

be above the interceptor until the apex of the bent radar "rays" was

reached, and after that the target appeared below the interceptor.

3. A&A check with the local A'C base weather office indicates that

the Nashville weather station reported the following temperature data

for 2100 EST, 21 January 1951:

Altitude Temperature Conditions

0 to 2000 ft No Change

2090 to 5000 ft Six degree increase

5000 to 000 ft Normal decrease in temp/increased altitude

g000 to 11000 ft Three degree increase

Above 11090 ft Normal decrease in tenp/increased altitude

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
CLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

POD DIR 6200.10
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"ROUTING AND R LORE-SHEET== . .IR MATERIEL COMMAND

At; ANf i
Use this form for inter-office correspondence Use authorized office symbols to designate AUTH: MiGs intti ingof dictator and ‘typist, telephone
within headquarters, addressor and addressee. number” and! Cane to right of signature,
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Use authorie+d office symbols to designate proper spacing of typewritten signature. ia ° by horizontal lines across page.

SUSECT Project 10073
ea a in a i a ne nn i ee

MCTAXA-la MCIAXE wm ¢ FEB 155) Comer oe.)

1, It is suggested that substantially the following be used in replying to the

attached letter, insofar as the report on the radar detected target is concerned:

[a1, It is considered highly probable that the radar target detected
three times by the airborne radar set in the F-32 aircraft on 21] Jenusry

was a ground target in the vicinity of the X-10 plant.

42. The peculiar phenomena of having the target first acpear at an
altitude above the interceptor snd then below the aircra“t is considered to

te due to abnormal refraction of the radar electromagnetic emanstions. The

The airborne radar transmitted energy was refracted to the grounc by a

*tonperature and/or moisture duct® that was located at about the same eltitude
as the interceptor; more details are given in paragraph 3 below, When the

interceptor c’osed on the target, the target first appeared to be above the

interceptor until the apex of the bent radar 'rays' was reached, and after

that the target appesred below the interceptor,

v3, A check with the locsl AMS base weather office incicates thst the
Nashville weather station reported the following temperature data for 2100 EST,

21 January 1951: ,

Altitude Temperature Conditions

0 to 2000 ft No change

2000 to 5000 ft Six degree increase

5000 to 80C0 ft Normal decrease in temp/increased altitude
60C0 to 11000 ft Three Cegree increase

Above 11000 ft Normal. decrease in temp/increased altitude

The normal. atmospheric temperature condition is that tempercture decreases

nearly linearily with incresse in sltituce, The ebove data incicates thet

two inversion Jayers existed, one above the interceptor and one below, at

about the time the airborne radar target over the Oak Ridge ares was reported,

White complete and accurste effects of temper: ture inversion are not thoroughly

understood, it is considered that this effect caused the detection ofs ground

—sot. Yo appear to be airborne, first above and then below the intenderter
he interceptor closed on the target. |he 3

? 71 Tnel. ati & aioe aR J:mes/ew
Cy Ltr, 2/9 /5h fr Dir Spee Invest Major, "USAF 55170 |
Wy Ltr 52nd PAWG, 1/25/51 and Chief, Electronics Section B 2634
Rpt of Sighting Technical Analysis Division P A-17

eee |: ie eee a
CNCRADI ° 3 YEAR INTERVAL

518-2028; AyCee AAFTER 12 YEARS.
A ERT TOS yy. OD DIR 5200.1190

WF-L-31 OCT 49 4,652M Auge ~ pg ebpeore oT Fo
AMC Form Na, 5 (Rev 23 Jul 47) UNC VASSI FE»: =: st Seco: se ucitae This form replaces AMC Form No. 10-3, which will

bo used until stocks on hand are exhausted,
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Ltr AVC to TCR, Hqe, USAF," Unconventional Aircraft, “ee 7
ATI Project No. 10073

The normal atmospheric temperature condition is that temperature

decreases nearly linearily with increase in altitude. The above data

indicates that two inversion layers existed, one above the interceptor and

one below, at about the time the airborne radar target over the Oak Ridge

area was reported. While complete and accurate effects of temperature

inversion are not thoroughly understood, it is considered that this effect

caused the detection of a ground target to appear to be airborne, first

above and then below the interceptor as the interceptor closed on the

target.

lh. In view of the lack of factual evidence relative to the visual
sightings covered in the report, no positive explanation can be offered,

however, there are several possible explanations for this sighting.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

BRUNOW W. FEILING

1 Incl Colonel, USAF

Cy Ltr 2-7-51 fr Dir — Chief, Technical Analysis Division

Spec Invest w/incls Intelligence Department

DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

DOD DIR 5200.10
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