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1. DATE ( 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Q Was Bailoon

22 Jan SLCmi SE of Holloman AFB NM, | Probebly Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP : 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION y

’ O Was Ai frLocal __ seine O Ground-Vi suo! D Ground-Roder a Probably Aircraft
GMT 22; 18002 CA ir- Vi suai OD Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft

5. PHOTOS ~ | 6 SOURCE Q Was Astronomical
O Yes 0) Probgbly y pennant
ti No Project Gopher Odservers O Possibly “pees

16. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE CS Other 13a5from balloon.
“a sr ic ahaa 0 Insufficient Deta for Evaluation

3 min one 0 Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING : 11. COMMENTS

oject observed from C-,7 that was tracking a White object observed in conjunction wit
opher Pelloon, First appeared to be star-like. | balloon. Balloon scheduled for 4, hr flight.
he object held a const:nt position next to the Descended shortly after observation of

Loon where it seemed to take shape and increase object. Most probable cause was gas
in size until it was 1/4 tol/2 the size of the leaking from balloon, Flash attributed
alloon, Then it detached and traveled in level to disappearance and/or explosion of
ight at high speed, emitting orange sparks. leaking gas. Color attributed to

he C=4'7 was at 11,000! and the balloon at 70- altitude and temperature of escaping
00,000', Shape was circular. Color. Milky white, gas.
Speed. Hover to high.
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TNCIOMNT 22 JANUARY 1951

HOLLOMAN ATR FORCE BASE

On 22 Janusry 1951 while psrticipstiag in Project Gopher at Hollo-

man ATB, New Mexico, we took off ut atout 9900 E and proceeded to the

balloon launching site at 10,000 ft MSL where we started tracking a

balloon ‘

The balloon was set to maintain a 100,000ft altitude for a period

f about four hours. After tracking the balloon for about one hour on e
Sithandt course and at a point about 59 miles southcast of Holloman A¥L
. tiny star-like object oS T Racely to the balloon. At this time

Captain Spradley of Photo La i Mr. McAleese of Generel Mills Cornora~
tion were notificd.

The object helda constant position naxt to the balloon snd appeared

to be inereas ing in size. At this time its roun? shape and clear ative
Yecawe more visible. After leaving the cockpit and obsarving the object

from the astratome, the object started separating from the balloon ina

westward direction, At this time th to one

half the size of the balloon. The object now apseared to be traveling in

level flight at a very high speed. After about one minute it emitted a

sores of brillient flashes of Lizht at one-second intervals and disanneares

from sight.

Hollonan Tower wes cilled to verify if any other airereft were in the

area and when informed of the object, there was no reply.

The incident was reported to the project chic? at

on his suggestion, Major Kodis of Electronics Sub-Divi

oontacte qd.

27 November 1951
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susect Sighting of an Unknown Object

to ATIAA-2C rom WCEFE .5---=——————~~ pate comment No. |
ATTN: Lt Ruppert ~ a Capt. Spradley/mah

27159/Bldg 17

l. The following information is submitted per request from Lt Ruppert,

On 22 January 1951 the undersigned , <img, « and Mr@ggggiy@neap..
project engineer for General Mills Corp. were tracking a balloon on Project Gopher.

We had taken off from Holloman A,F,B,, New Mexico in a C-47 type aircraft at

0909 EST. We pick up our balloon shortly thereafter and were tracking it in an

easterly direction. About half way between Holloman and Salt Flat Texas, we noticed

an object near our balloon, The balloon was at 70 thousand plus feet and we were

flying at approximately ll thousand feet.

The object was above and to the side of our balloon, How far above and ta.
: ; \Tene:

the side cannot be said because there was no reference, The object was avout’ of the
size of the balloon, It was flat and round. The balloon was pear shased,

was a milky color.

The object

As long as I saw the object, which was approximately 3 minutes, it main-

tained its position in relation to the balloon, We flew under the balloon and lost

sight of it. FO Mr, Weent back to the astro-dome position
and watched it from there. They said that the object descended to the balloon and
then after several bright flashes disappeared to the west,

A short time thereafter our balloon started to descend and landed near Salt

Flat Texas,

After landing at Holloman, we made a verbal report to the officials there,

NESW SPRAD EY
Captain, USAF

DOWNGRADED AT3 YEA NTERVADECLASSIPINN, AFTER 1 Years‘aDOD Dik 200.10

““WF-L-15 FEB 49 4 Mil 260M (CONTINUE ON OTHER SIDE)

AMC Form No. 5 (Rev 29 Jul 47) This. form reploces AMC Form No, 10-3, which will
be used until stocks on hand ure exhausted,
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4 Wield Pilots Not Sure |
Airmen Sight Object While On Mission
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In New Mexico; AMC Officials Silent Report Seeing
ad

Two Wright Field officers added another chapter to the Fly ing Sa “cer“Flying Saucer story” Jast night, 

TWo Wright-Patterson Air

Capt. J. FE. Cocker, of the All-Weather Flying Division, and Force base officers WednesdayCapt. E,W. Spradley, of the Aerial Photographie Iaboratory, reported they recently “saw aclilmed they “saw a strange object” in the sky while on a test Strange object’ in the sky overmission recently. : ey * 3. Se wd
al 0 f oo . + Bee er 0. m Aile 5

They eald they were flying in a C-47 at about 12,000 fret Weather "Flying rb Pogy a
near Alamogordo, N. M. Their plane ha

c 

d taken off from Hollo- 
Capt. E. W. Spradiey of the

man Air Force base to track a large balloon sent up to take Acrial Photographie laboratoryweather observations. The balloon waa similar to the type used| While eens the object
in “Project Skyhook” disclosed this week by the Navy age ee CommerCaptain Spradiey described it: |
“vie were following the balloon The balloon was similar to the} 

‘ jtwinkle, although it appeared a_ type used in “Project Skyhook,”the a a a oo Ser wind fookea |Pertectly clear silver color.” ) Which the Navy disclosed this1 ce ny Ir Was a milky color oe Cocker Feported that 4 = j
ine adime, It was a ky “jwatched the object about five min- 

Capt. Spradley describej she
Tt w asn’t doing anything, just hov- utes. j experience: |te bya — the balloon. Hovered Near Salloon us fon gage the oe

‘The object and the balloon were} “Tt appeared to hover next to in the ay. rr was fat eeja. a much higher altitude than) the balloon for a while, and then looked like a dime. -it was atre C47, they said. It was esti-|it Separated. As it did, the thing / milky color, It wasn't doing any-
rated “somewhere around 50,000 accelerated in speed. Just before thing, just hoverin .

A 
. 

5 
y near the

Or 69,000) feet.” 
it disappeared { saw three bril- balloon in January.

Capt. Cocker said: “IT saw
something I never saw before.
It was perfectly round. But I

Captain Cocker also saw the liant flashes, like photo flashes,
‘object. He got up from his seat| then it was gone.”
at looked at it from the plane's! An airman and a civilian also
astrodome. were in the plane and saw the don't know what it was. In a“I saw something I never saw object, it Was reported. i way it Inoked like a star withourhefors,” he said. Wright Field officials said they any twinkle, although it appeared“It was perfectly round. But I)had no official comment to make,

don’t now what it was. In a way|The flyers, however, reported their.it looked like a star without any /observations to field authorities.

a perfectly clear siiver color.”
‘The flyers estimated the oh

ject and balloon were “some
, Where around 50,000 or 60,000
feet.”

“it appeared to hover next to
the bailoon and then it sep

; arated,” Capt. Cocker — said.
“Just before it disappeared, [

| saw three brilliant flashes, like
| photo flashes,’’

Ale ‘fateriel Command offi-
| clals said Thursday they had re.
| ceive oo official reports from
Lie ‘wo officers and ‘do not take

it (oo Serieasly.””
“A4¢ on most such cases, the

observers “vere too far igs” to
identify what they saw ow
much can the avevecs Th see
at a distance of more than 10
miles’ «a spokesman said,

—
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“0 ° v“LASKAN COMMAND!
P JOINT GOMMUNIGATION CENTER
OUTGOING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

/PARAPHRASE NOT REQUIRED. HANDLE AS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATIONTM
PER PARA 55g (1), AFR 205-1 OR PARAS 7 AND 28 AR 5380-5 |

CONSULT CRYPTOCENTER BEFORE DECLASSIFYING a

” i MA

FROM: COMALSPAF RON UNCLASSIFIED 269
ACTION TO: CG AAC

INFO TO: CINCAL

USARAL

DIG: “ JAN 51

Possible origin of flares your 271937Z unkn. There
sre no surface vessels known to be in Norton Sound at present,
Aircraft from this Comd have not been in that area recently,

CMIN: 269 ' 3

UNCLASSIFIED

i we WF) at

COPY NO.

)
/

TPP -USANAL-92 -52
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. (. aLASKAN GOMMANO |
y SOINT COMMUNICATION GENTER

! eer GEASSIRED MESSAGE

PARAPHRASE NOT REQUIRED. "HANDLE ' CONFIDENTIAL ‘CORRESPOND:
\S ENCE PER PARAS SII AND 603 (4) AR 580-5

eneiagnenenngenapOUOSTOO eal ene A
PRIORITY ah

FROM: ca sooisr cow we = TINCLASSir 290

ACTION TO: CG AAC

y

DTG: Bie JAN 51

LFWOP2-0673C, attn Dir of Intel.

Refurmsg AAOID 0540, info as desired fols:

Observations were made by 5 people, 1 white and

4 natives between hrs of 1700 AST on dates as fols.

ehqgiimangem, Micsionary Swedish Covenant Church

approx ie: 23 Jan. Senate A, EE
natives), 26Janbetween hrss 1700and1°00, Jack

Ma tive), 22 Jan and 25Jan between 1700 and 1800.
native), 24 Janbetween 1700 and 1€00, All

confirmed flare was 15 to 20miles SS¥ approx 230 degrees fron
Unalakleet just above horizon, Orange in color and would

disappear after 10 minutes duration and would not re-appear.

Intel estimate: 2 OSI agents this hqs made interrogation of

above indivisuals. It is the opinion of both agents that info

not too reliable. Mr, Hamilton of Alaskan Native Service

instigated wire and rounded up individuals concerned yet, had at no

time made any observations. CAA pers could not confirm having

seen any such flares. lr, on had more personal problems
(political) to discuss with some government agency, no concern

to military, which was his main concern in this incident. Agents

flew 30 miles SSW of Unalakleet, sighted nothing unusual. People

queriec were asked to rpt recccurence of sightings to this hqs.

\

CMIN; 290 ¢ : dag

COPY NO..

Tit MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE !S FORaINDEN Ppp -SARAL 2 5h
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6 23-26 Jaw
" r SLASKAN COMMAND! "1 ee

JhiNT COMMUNICATION CENTER
OUTGSING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

OMB eB unciassifled
0 penewep os

ADIOS,
on 2

“ OggPARAPMRASE NOT oa HANDLE AS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
\PER PARA 55g (1), AFR 205-1 OR PARAS 7 AND 28 AR 380- 5

Di CONSULT CRYPTOCENTER BEF7 DECLASSIFYING
ae 

ange ep erethly =— ated tala an ohoe el Cen ee ae wie Leg ee Vee aed ae HUAN 7Mae

x /
Pr JOnITY

A 8465

t ; .] AAPROM: CG A&C

ACTION TOs COMALSFAPTON KODIAK

INFO TO; CINCAL

USARAL

rTGs: an Jan 4%:

AAOID O541 fol unclassified report disratched from
Marks AFB 270727Z. Tred Katchatag National Guard at Unalatleetpaneete. 3 people observed larce flare on open water 220 cosrees,
masnetic from Unalexleet, }lare alco observed 2 Cave previously
This Ho athemptine te obtain further details nec any into
available concernine possible crizin of flares

RPADED AT3 YEAR INTERVALS

DO RCLASSIFIPD 2AF Te Kk 12 YEARS.
PQD. DLA 5200.15
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