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2. LOCATION } 12. CONCLUSIONS

QO Was Bolloon
| Sioux City, Iowa O Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION . O Possibly Balloon
eas : D Ground-Vi sua! 0 Ground-Redar x Wos Aircraft

Probably Aircroft

cut__Not_reported _ : & Air-Vi suai 0 Air-intercept Radar 8 Possibly Aircraft
S. PHOTOS ~| 6. SOURCE <5 O Wes Astronomical
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0 Insufficient Dote for Evaluation

VU, min one Varied QO Unknown

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

OMe AZ we PRajer Bice Bo pser Waluated as B-36 a/c
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| UNCLASSIFIED,

TEM 2 AMC /conpro{ ‘IAL Satie
PROM JL ROHN MCIAXASLA TI CBS SIOCT |
TO L/C WILLIS TcB

~ 4 ‘ ( _* 9 —_
1

Ail INFORMATION COPY OF TT No. 13 OSI HILAReb he
27 DATED 22 JAN 51 FROM HQ 13 DISTRICT 4

O31, OFFUTT AFB, NEBRASKA, OMAHA, TO

SEPCR/DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS, L

0 USAF, HAS BEEN RECEIVED. THE CONTENT OF jars’ a
‘HE TELETYPS IS QUOTED IN ITS ENTIRETY: gare <
POT REPORT DETAILS UNCONVENTIONAL

ALRCRAFT REPORTED BY CONTROL TOWER SIOUX CITY
PUNICIPAL AIR PORT, IOWA, AT 2020 HOURS
CST 20 JANUARY 2 em, TOWER
CONTROLLER, AND } >

ISTANT TOYER CONTROLLER, REPORTED FIRST
SISHTING AT ABOVE TIME AT YARYING ALTITUDES |

STINATED= AT=FROM-2090-T0-3000- FEET.- OBSERVATION.

\3 VISUAL AND WITH FIELD GLASSES,
{AVEMVERS VARIED FROM HOVERING POSITION

ABOUT 2090 FEET TO RAPID ACCELERATION

ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 3900 FEET,

} RAPLD DESCENT TO FLY LOOSE FORMATION

WitH 9 (FLIGHT NUMBER), MID-CONTINENT

AIRLINES, WHICH HAD JUST TAKEN OFF FROM

ALRPORT, OBJECT REMAINED IN VICINITY an

SPPROXIMATELY FOURTEEN MINUTES AND ‘

D{SAPPEARED FLYING COURSE NORTHWEST &
TLY UNDERNEATH COMMERCIAL PLANE. OS
AND SIZE COULD WOT BE NOTED57 AO

TROL TOWER PERSONNEL BUT APPEARINCE cay
AQ_SHATOF LARGE MILITARY AIRPLANE <—_ ns

ATHER CONDITIONS W=R= CLEAR. |
ND MMMM CONSIDERED RELIABLE WITNESSs5,
JEPORT OF INCIDENT MADE SY aan,
CHIEFY TOWER CONTROLLER, SIOUX CITY,—To——-

DENVER FLIGHT SERVICE ROMPTRANSMISSION TO
CONAC, MITCHEL AFB, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,
LASHINGTON, AND COMMANDING GENERAL,

{SAREST MILITARY DISTRICT,
PILOT, AND

TLOT, FLIGHT NINE, STATE TIME OBJECT
ZRVED BY THEM AS 2025 HOURS CST IN

3HT MOONLIGHT. WEMM NOTED LIGHT
JEEN RED AND ORANGE IN COLOR AT ESTIMATED
TANCE OF FOUR MILES AT ABOUT 3900 FEE
iTUDE. IN COORDINATION WITH TOWER

RATOR, GMM CIRCLED TO LEFT iN
WESTERLY DIRECTION AND OBJECT ALSO CIRCLED,

PALNTAINING DISTANCE AND KEEPING ABREAST OR
ZHEAD OF-ALRPLANE- IN-WIDE- ARS.- AIRPLANE-

CONTINUED CIRCLING TO SOUTH AND THEN EAST AND,
(S IT APPROACHED EASTERLY BEARING, OBJECT BLINKED
LIGHTS SIMILAR To AUNNING LIGHTS BUT
BLINKING APPEARED YO BE MANUALLY CONTROLLED,

AS OBJECT REACHED A POINT DUE EAST OF AIRPLANE,

A BRIGHT LIGHT SIMELAR TO LANDING LIGHT :
VAS VISIBLE FOR A SHORT TIME. AINFENTS ¢ {
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UNCLASSIFIED

Sighting of Unconventional Aircraft, Sloux City, Iova

vOrA NCTAXAjLa 23 Jaa 51 3

2, Raference is made to teletyne no..13 OSL 27, dated 22 Jaa 51, from Offutt Ava,
Cnaha, d, Giving spot details of subject sighting.

2, The subject sighting can be classed as confirmed information since mgd Qower i
Controllers first observed the object ut 8:20 in the evening and the 5

or tie commercial transport observedthe object at 6:25. Also, a okaka-ote” my
pevtorread by the transvort airplane vas stated to be “ine vordinabion with tower

opess sors.” |

3. The general trend of the reported sighting is shailer to previous alghtings
whieh reported Lishts at aigh’ Kovever, the teletype states thas the "w

cond.ilons were clear" end that the observations were made "in bright mooalizns,”
fhe p & Of the transport airplane thea continues to give a faizly detalled @eseription
of the ovjeet as being definitely alrplane~shaped with an ww abeenariguration,
tlze, acd ebovesvormal pertormance sbility. S ccs Pie Pets

“<i See mea TT awk
de On the basts of the nbovs onalysis, the_object avsears to pOye: Aan aire

‘Eyl the Qesertption of which does not agree with any known types. The Aetali of

¢ deseription nad the reported ered bility of the witnesses do not indicate that
report could de caslly diseredlicd.

“
A

5. The expectted’ final conclusions nave difficult to state at thig time, Yurther
revelations might be brought out by a check of alreraft in the viciutty or by a check
of the “roted Light between red saa ersnge in color", or by the additional data belng
forwaxted. he mention of “lis! bo running dights” * ing blinked as thoughsanuslly teems to indicate a Prislly 6Geivcravt and the “bright Liuht siallas to
landing Jight” would seem to verity this. '

6. Action has heen token to have the OSI-5D forward the eiditional data as svoa
ag veceived, A telecon 1s belag sent to 203 informing then of the sighting and

vequesting if they have any additional infornation, It 1s consldered that ro odditional

ection should be taken on the subject sightiag until the additional data Is received
from GST.

T= The ae

tions of this}

the cass,



CONTINUED CIRCLING TO NORTH AND OBJECT MADE

SUDDEN SHORT TURN OF NINETY DEGREES AND
DESCENDED TOWARD AIRPLANE AT HIGH SPEED,
CROSSING IN FRONT AND ABOVE AIRPLANE.
OBJECT THEN TOOK POSITION APPROXIMATELY THO

}UNDRED FEET OFF LEFT SIDE OF AIRPLANE AND
SLIGHTLY AFT AS IN A LOOSE FORMATION.
O3JECT REMAINED IN THIS POSITION FOR TWO =

TO THREE SECONDS THEN DISAPPEARED BELOW

AIRPLANE AND WAS NOT SEEN AGAIN, OBJECT

DESCRIBED BY MEMO AT THE TIME IT :
ASSUMED POSITION AS FROM EQUAL TO ONE AND‘ _ By

CNE“HALF TIMES THE SIZE OF B-29 AIRPLANE. Cit * atten pl
FUSELAGE APPEARED CIGAR SHAPED AND WING Ne ea|
WAS LONG AND SLENDER, WELL FORWARD AND of fone
STRAIGHT ACROSS, LOOKING LIKE A FLATTENED CIGAR, “en eor’” |

WING YAS FROM MIDDLE TO HIGH ON FUSELAGE. NO sep)
SNGINE NACELLES VISIBLE AND WING APPEARED 3
4S A GLIDER WING. NO LIGHT WERE NOTED ON
OBJECT AT THIS TIME AND NO ForMS OF OTHER
OBJECT COULD BE NOTED, NO RUDDERS OR
STABILIZERS WERE SEEN ON OBJECT VHICH APPEARED ALWAYS
UNDER PERFECT CONTROL, MOVING AT WILL

f SPEEDS VARYING FROM HIGH RATE TO CLIMBING

SPEED OF AIRPLANE, 120 MILES PER HOUR. |
OBJECT-DED-NOT-FLUTTER -OR- OSCILLATE. AND- :
VAINTAINED STABLE POSITION AT ALL TIMES
OBSERVED AND WAS ABLE TO MANEUVER WITH GREAT EASE,
FEPORTEDLY TURNING, SLOWING DOWN, SPEEDING UP, IN
A MANNER NEVER BEFORE QBSERVED BY
EX-NAY PLLOT. BOTH AND
CONSIDERED RELIABLE WITNESSES, DISTRICT
COMMANDER, 135TH DISTRICT OSI AND S/A

SAME DISTRICT, WERE PASSENGERS OF
LIGHT 9, MID-C NT AIR-LINES, AT
THIS TIME, S/A m SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF
FROM SIOUX CITY, NOTED WHAT HE BELIEVED ‘
WERE RUNNING LIGHTS OF ANOTHER AIRPLANE
TO REAR LEFT OF FLIGHT 9, NOXTHING UNUSUAL
NOTED BY DISTRICT COMMANDER OR OTHER PASSENGERS,

DATA REQUIRED BY ASCSI LETTER NO. 35 |oon
MEING OBTAINED AND WILL BE FORWARDED DOWNGRADED AT3 YBAR INTERVALS;|
EARLIEST,” DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YSARA,

ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO OBTAIN THE , DODDIR 5200.10
ADDITIONAL DATA BEING FORYARDED BY OSI, -
HAVE YOU ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. x

=a { \

END ITEM 2 AMC /CONSEBENttAaL/ UINCUASSIFIED



“ROUTING AND KeC°RD SHEET yycraggif YATERIEL commann
Usa thla form for Inter-ofice correaponience Ven wuthorized office symbols to dealenate ‘Vinee fnitiate of dletator pnd. typtit, tetoph
within headquarters. addressor and addressee. number and lveationto right ef signature,

Number all comments consecatively, Note warning signal at lower left of form.
Remaining agiiclent only. for

Use entire width of sheet, bath skies. proper spacing of 3 PeaUEhSENPRA.<> ¢-- fleparate comments by horizontal lines wera pare.

suet Sighting of Aerial. Phenomena

to 5D-OST rom = MCTANA-la DATE. 23 Jan 5]. COMMENTNO.

1. Reference is made to the telephone conversation between Lt Col J F O'Connell,

5D-OSI (50200), and Mr. J L Rohn, MCIAXA-1a (65376) on 23 January 1951, subject eas
above.

2. ‘The following is in confirmation of the statements and the request made by Mr.

Rohnin the reference conversation. This office has received an information copy of

teletype no. 13 OSI 27, dated 22 Jan 51, from Headquarters 13th District OSI, Offutt

AYB, Omaha, Nebraska, to JEPCR/Director of Special Investigations, Headquarters USAP,
Washington, D. C. This teletype contained a four-page spot report details of an un-

conventional aircraft sighted at Sioux City, Iowa, and concluded with the statement

that "data required by ASCSI Letter No. 85 being obtained and will be forwarded

earliest."

3. It is requested that a copy of the data being forwarded be obtained and be

hand-carried to this office as soon as possible.

OW W, FEILIN

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Technical Analysis Div

Intelligence Department

KCTAXA-la

Request this office be furnished a copy of cited TX.

oe Oe
JAMES F, X. O'CONNELL

Colonel, USAF 5-0227

District Commander P-1hA

Ee OeRS od ms, Bide, 262
f

a Ses<=

DOWNGRADED AT u ss. §esie : seer slotsanh 3wintery Ff nr coerte fy pine . .

Se

DEULASSW INDET UR 12 Yi be EMDob Dit 520040 ype > j
y ———

WE-LA31 OCT 49 4,452M - t (CONTINUE ON OTHER. SDB).
aia: hehe tah brah Thiet laces AMC Fi . 10:3, whieh wilBee aes ar } 3 JSCCASSIFIEb sae sae essed watll stacks on tend: ore eubeerreas,



Av mae aera JUNGTMASSIFIED CSaSSSS) ¢

HEADQUARTERS UNITED. STATES AIR FORCE

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: (Unclassified) Unconventional Aircraft, Sioux City, Iowa
SPSCTAL INQUIRY
a

e
t
 id

TO: Directorate of Intelligence DATE 8 FES 1838
ATTN: Lt. Col. Willis

COMMENT NO. ___ 2
FROM: Counter Intelligence Division, Directorate of Special laj. Yetwiler/amb/71776

Tuvsstigations, The Inspector General APCSIA6

Herewith for your information and any action deemed necassary is copy of
Soot Intelligence Report, 13th District, dated ) february 1951, sudject as

YY \ ?above, ft od ‘io ) y

YPC OS ©? PRE
; gers Ah 4

1 Inet: LY GILBERT R, LY Se
Cy of Spot Intel Rpt ActgChier, Counter Intel Div

ata 1 eb 51 w/9 incls. Dir, of Special Investigations
The Inspector General

When Tael to. PERE <P is (eres) withdram
or mot attached, the classification of . ,

CONFIDENTIAL on >. gorrasnondence .
will be cancelled in avcordance #**!

Dar Q4 9, AFR 205-2,

sources, of even the existence of —
on sons mentioned in (bo ry

eae ey eee oaRaat entitied to such taformation 
C

pete= arical weal aapresuly authorized py the Director
of > beech Jnveetigalions 1G, of gbes autbosiry.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTE. 

DECLASSIFIED ATER 12 ya eV ols;UNCLASSIFIED DOD Dik 200,19 AES.
pe



sities Lis to

AARGRAS

FILO MALky L Sod SL, Lilo 24-0, awsjocts
Oo ¢ .» Bloux City, im

c. 67 23 dane ty) hours, i

wistent Ccnirvoly CAA Towar,

Mv) Lava, wore interviewed eal thoy

9 dastess

2039 to 5O00

Q redts

% atensity for

3 <a vi

& 2a Very lerge

Taxwtledige cf aay in * ,

eron. the tower edvised the Caytala that

boon sdvised of. Vlight pc

lubing. ‘hen approximately south of the 2

Plight 9 reperted that the colect vas 23

with hia chip. At this pceslticn the tower

dvs to on onercency licsling cveration with a

20, « 53 hows (023).

Captain of Flicht 79 aivi

Yield from th on 3 TM

his teil. tho tower eew *

forces the Pleld, the

Piola ot on eatinated

wlise ewsy. Flisnt 4

DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS
yey DECLASSIFTED APTER 12 YE

DOD DU 200,10

yA Pe
ALO,



\ UNCEASSIFIED \
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE oe

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR aig oe “
WASHINGTON 4 a

INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

13TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska

:

hae

TMAVERCL: UNSONYERD OMas-ASACRAT
Sloux City, Icva

SEMOIAL Levine

Qos Directorof? 5eae Inveatications

Bordquarttora tUcar
re Vasbington 25,

1. S2NCPsiss Reference is piece to DHX15 Ost 27, dated QL Jenuacy
Lpl, conceraing wawonven Lone) eirereft gichted over Tynicipal Aivport,
Sioux Glsy, Towa, 20 Jamunry 1951, by Controller end Assistant Controller
of edalzport control tcwer, who edvined pilot of }iAd-Contiacat Airlings
PUight 19 whieh Woe tekting cif at the tine. Od Ject ofpeeved 3by pilot ont
conpilot ofFlight 79 walter ceniitions of bright pomilgnt ond excellent
visivility for o rertol ofx:pproxtiontely fourteon {2ui) iimttes, oppeared
to ho size of D-2y or larcer, without rvdder or stabliteer vith wing weil
foxwerd with a straight lording edge, ami heving no visiale means of pro

Jalon.

yb. CaSOJanuary 1551 wecial Arent WILLIAM P. SIX wes
contacted by JOH i, WI ELIAMS, c c C f
inaniclpal Alryport, Sioux city, Lown,

1 wee Polloving the ir aon cts
3 itevonttoont Adpline Flicn

Slows City, Lava, ub W(%

DUNT»

FI 
DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;WNCLASSIF ——————, DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,’Dre ——— DOD DIR620019



ICLASSIFIEB

weeny te
oocherags

faa srorsetloa with0 aces) SES )
{ asict Coumanier, 13ta Col + { ), jsay Ate | a, J

; Freee {| SY

2c8 Dasa, Cvala,s | PUPAE, ways eod Seselal Agent Sit, on 20 dunuaxry é

ca boetie tay sy .

tJ ;

» Golenal fur

ho innocws

a. On 20 dwanery bol, .

ee Cot Cc roller,
é b 1%; a, to tha Crparationy Room of + = te

Me vatlonal Guari, Choux City iunicirel
in necordance with CAA dirsctives :

° walatiooh is es Tollcowss AGRE
Sie te
SS aa Boeke

Judastls

ous CLiy

DOVTRICIID, Conk

; ah Dereia ALRORATS.

sate, Joiat Comelssions

D. Coy polished cr datul Sopterbar |1350, Re
Peas tery

Ct, COMAG, Iitehell 423, Gv Di? t'sshington, nearest iy

2 ct. this roparth trensnittied to Denver light Service by

Line’ Vor transmission to tha ofsrenentloned devertmnis.

AD FASSAS CLI. Missctre

» pilots cr

36% In the sky Vere inte:

Sioux Chey Fey
19 the <bjsct v7

20 January 1551. At firs’ thore was

Ded ata ox pata ‘

control tower.

talbls at a distance ostinated

wo altitude cf Suincstoatas KO Sout fran the |
‘ DOV

UNCLASS? a sa
RT eet RD LE h Sie | ereeearen tttren "DGD DIL 6260.10



UNCLASSIFIES

BAStC; Ltr to Ry OST, 1 Yoo ol, Yilo heb, suojoc

AIRCRAM?, Giowx City, Lowa".

athe viver (Missouri) ond cere ‘to a hording of sluost Laat, %
ayy J oo ~s oF tan i,
tuy liscat out cf thewating to the left, and when 2

prexionte beating of SV) the s hoveer lays
iga xnte of speed.

yeoxizately shalt (3

amd passed cua

hbings of

milvisd objects not mde, Ab epyroxinmtely 2950 hours

risplaue of the Seschcreft type errived at ths station oni

hewied, closing Til gat plan from jinneapolis. ir. MAY

Komdiled this operation, ork stated that he bed }

. tha Baecherart o2ma the accaeat %

Woo passingon of aight to the iW,
4. at Ps

ape ulcux 0GQ. Weather observationreport for t

Atieport, Sloux Clty, Towa, was cbteined fren the Yonther Gureau Stall

the Hunicipval Airy plows Clty, roxiuately 2100 hous (

sess, duv Boi ninua 4,leer, Ly miles visibility, ton P

wink northwest 7 niles per hour, eltireter setting 30.5).

pele ot 2050 howe (CTS). Winds sloft, observation rede at 22053. wy
20 Jenuery 1JoL, is as foU.caws;

Altitude Dirsctica

5000 ih)

%ooo 34

2000 25%
6900 559

qooo 320

£900 o

5000 51

(Jote: AltLtudos Listed svove are correctedto coe ivvsl)

yf P41a—Continsnt Airllne Flisht .9, departure tlw recamial

), with n toke-< ting of 27 b cuss. Sav f29k VG

pilot ad ae, vespectively. Hostess recordedos Liss

REN oll based at Nansas Ci “Niasourk. zengers ca iho 7
vers: Loerdead ot Vatertowa, South J Castlowoxdl,

Gcuta Dakota; end i

es 2031 hours
4 % 2

Licwing 7

Sivrovs

Nanes



BASICS Ltr to Iq OSL, 1 Ted 51, filo ahed, oubject: ‘UICOlvmITIONAL

AIRCRAFT, Siow City, Icws".

| Snelosurss continued; td

| ih + Thotostetic cy of

#D ~ Photcatatic cy of

ketch of chject |

‘tech prepured by DACHMSIR ehewing |

TLighs of object.

yO ~ Photoatatic cy of
tion to map

wv! - Photostatle cy of 2

Photostatis cy of Lic

22 Jaa Sl.

49 - Photostatic cy of item from Kanaas Clty Star, 22 Jaa Ol.

sketch chewing £11, of object in

a Sloux City Journal, 22 Jan 51.

Sioux City Jcurnai-~Ivibune,| Loe

. [ee (4m duph); Intel Dept, Ac
SERU; BO 45

H IN 1

|

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:19 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. |
4 -- DOD Dik 6200.1SUNCERSSTNS FIED 6200.10
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NCCASSIFIED

VASISs Liz to aeOsak 1 Yeb DL, Tile 24-0, subject:

“ ABWCRaIT, Slow City, Lowa”.

& scutiwesterly Aivestion ob mn angle of 4 ay,

A323 their elvplene left the crouml, emi in cocedination with th

orator, they circled to ogee deft ce in & Yost to so
ed the object clreled with than @ Gistence osbizated«

with on ostiuated speed of a jot, ensne thtvaat ox heal’
ot a wider arc. Ms us tlue Was traveling apTheir p2

ciles yor hous. As their ploua Spbatire iseiiug towerd on

a the objoct biinaxed Li, fo Uhsch: rive)opeared Lites xx
Aicgats cae plane dub the blinking opjesred ma 12 1b wers

teolled. Vhon the ¢ dock ¥eachel a goin’ ane vest of theixs
pupeered a singlebrisht Lisat oiat

RE.vate ight which was visabla only shure7 phox’ 4
- ae 3 toward begs North the gsjac

Sich onl dascemiedat thes, crosaing in f
took up a postbicn ca54 ody Lert ay

in the gone dirsctioa and ab the sri ; Alined in this

yosltica epproxlaately tro or tires neo p iisuonearsd Lolow
tholy plone end waa act pain.

Vised © t the cbjoct wes £Soules just below tow, but t
mauver Veit plane co as to Gbaerve the cbject eoala, as

etter Seve theis tehaluied Plight to Glsha, Jiebrsasia.
of Gbaervation of the object wes ustinatal tio be cboul Your jloutes.

2. Whon the cyjact made Lia Coscens ca thelr plow anal

areal to be 25tcok its position ca theiz lors, ie. VIlTESR stat
lexge ag a 3-29 to one onl ons-balf ihe size of 2e hae ope
pe to by cigar shaped onl the wing vea loas a wuated Well
forvard On the fouselege, cud the cdes Wes Gieaight ocrosa nnd cnvs ihe
appearaice of @ cigarthathed boen Yintcened. Uhe wing wes daseribed as

Lountwed from uld tohigh ca tas fuselacy, and there were So engine necellos i
Visavla. ‘he wing had the eppearance of o glider wing. Tio lishts vere \
visible vaenYhe object ae niong Sida their ship, sad no forms og ob ects {
could bo seen tathe chjoes. iar. VURRIER stated he did nob observa nay

<
at

ie
.t

{
j

i
}

H

yudder cy stabilizers on the veer of the cbjoch's susales. H
}
q

m. All during tho cbhyervaticn of the cbject the veather \
comilticns vere descrived us 9 clory nocnlighi nichts. _

n. By. SRso

co hot deterntzoe the object's uonns

i treir om pi

ag ard 20 Dolse

o. Be. VIUHER elated the cbluct anceared %

waler porlect control coi novel nG WLLL, verying in ;
Goya to the clinbing speed of plam Whica wea J

Gid not flutter or csclilate, cal 2% unistalined a stad “jis a

VYNGRADED AT 2 oie
aOR ASSIFIED APTER 12 YEARS.

POV DIR 6200.10
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WAS S UNCOOL CIAL

tine cugorred. The chjoot aypearad

enol ¢ wuld tiem, alow diam end 2
f. 

7eny type of conventional sixcrsrt bogas

vad in ‘bs Sauce theao
bich of the vbyect.

SIAL cose

bserved tn

“ig ClGy;

nO Ls

—

urther es vbexk t

eee takes : 19 ©9J9e% Was to their mi atn Stence estimated
at 2 cr 5 tizsted to bo
traveling ats

mant, a ivne Copy

went, « frve Copy

a.

hoarse el;Enea.

Corz taro Nes Bant At\ssiatent Air|

Ir fat
FOSLI iste

DOWNGRADED AT 3 OAR INTE
DECLASSIFIED AY PER 12 ¥}

Gu DIR I5290.10

— UNCLASSIF!



fel #/

Ga 20 Janwary 1951, at 2925 houra aloting a iit

aft lank yas teking of n a nore rection of the Si
Tova Advoort el

waa called con a é an oo ect ta tha 2%

want of the

an orange 11

fway at aa alti

» cantral

omaratar, wa atarte i 2 aeeh an in 4 eomter

ar aneed ar 23 clind wos ay taabaly 129 miles

3 moving in a witer are around us ine in the2

st reached a noint southeast of onr olens, 1% ‘pidnt
When the

” ya) Like normel running Livchts on a plana but the

L° 3 vere anallycontr foon the object reachad «

the @irection that our olana hentad, tere a

lisht siniler to a 1 At which was visibdis

our ms Dagan etre] toward the north, the od}

90 @ezree turn sad deseanded tovard our “lane a

over and in front of our ° 19 next thing I

our Lett, traveling in the saue direction, about

the same ansed, Tana object ravained in

left ving

ximtely

Drea secoda aad then ¢leasneared below < An hot 68

ecain, The tower advised ti he object was following ight telow oor
we could nob monenver our planes fo aa ta observa it in,

on onr scheduled Plichs to Onaha.

o Large a9 a De?9 bo «

= Ke: ae to be clear phaned end

fuselage ead the

object arpeared to he

the size of a Be2), The fusel: ei t

was long and slender, mounted wall forvard on the

Straight across, Tha wing was monnbed from nid to high on the Pusealaca

loovead Like a slider WAGs There were no neceliss visible, If did not

observe any ruddara ov stabilisers on the object. J observed na evldenca

of aay exhaust; could not determing its means of vropuision: rea no nok:
other than out own planes engines; and received no laterference on our radlo.

The object anzearad to alveys ba under perfect conteol, and moved at

will, verving in eneed fron very high speed down to the clinbiag sseei of

our vlane,

Allian Durreté

S/A O5t

DOWNGRADED AT 3 Y

‘ DECLASSIFIED ARTEL

UNCLASSIFIED DOD DIR 5200.10,



74

tite 6

3Hotaws, asast o9, and t
Other than that the 71

Wa departed Minne

ich tine I viatted yh

* clase to sch

lour City,

ea flelf and

“

and immediately snotted

ef 8000! and avout thras>
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» Airport 2raffic Controller #

AAroort Traffic Controller ware on duty at the S

Dover at Sionx City Municiml Airvort, Sergsant

; ‘ ‘

1, ARGRic,

Varmary 20, 1951 and observe the foll

then

ivan taxi insts

glow and waa climbdir

ov aine thoneand fest

to benome stationary ayain sous

ook off northweet at 20°79 and

t four niles th

Birnort. Mi -Oortin

+

ha lle

the object. \

onject aonesaread to

aay aircratt
a

called the tover and advised he vag low on fuel ead

at Sloux City. was innadi

Also, at aoproxinately the

ng instructions and

Airlines Plight aa tha object was flying «

Continent Airlines JL 2 approxicate

northeast heading abot one ut ast of the

towar hac the object in sight, ;

Vid-Gontinent Airlines Flight Vine thea took up a

over the tower, sdvising at the name tine the obje

At anoroxzinately 2031C the object was observed aon

Airlines Flight Mina just Plicnt Nine o

took us a northeast headiag and asked for the posizion

advised the objact was in sicht about a mile and a he

astinated altitude of 2,000 to 3,600 feat above the

RB,
At appro:

Cy COD.

monrently in a stat

nmosition, The object then besten to move ab a hich rate of anced in a northwest

Cirestion, The oilot of Flicht Nine again ask the voaltion of the objact and t

Qirection it was traveling. The tower advtaad that the abject was annrexinatel

vay betwean Mid-Continent Airline Flicht Mine's altisnuds and the ground and

very rinidly in a northwesterly Qirection, Mld=Gontinen

»roceaedad on conrse to On braska at aoproxinatealy

Sipnted fron the tower at 703 in a northwesterly ¢

it moving
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Over Sioux City; It Does.
_Tricks New t

(Strange Aircraft “|
Sighted In Sky

IBy Two Flyers
i

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan. 22.—
{UP)—An airline pilot said today
he saw a@ strange, monster aire
craft in a moonlit Iowa sky above)
Sioux City, Iowa, and described it;
as having no visible means of|
Propulsion.

“I'd say it was as large or halt-|
again as large as a B-29," pilot
Harry W. Vinther, 32, Kansas
City, Kan, said. “It did things}
airplanes simply aren't supposed |:
to do.”

The mystery plane was observed
also by Vinther’s first officer,|,
James F. Rachmeier, also of Kan-
sas City, Kan,, shortly after take-|)
ahd a 2 Mid-Continent Airlines

| Bachmeier said the aircraft was
u “shaped like a cigar and its wing,
like a flattened cigar.”

| But it was a head-on Pass and} |
\a maneuver which immediately
|followed that most astonished
both Vinther and Bachmeier.
Vinther said the plane ap-

proached his DC-3 passenger
plone, and then, “just after [
nad turned my head to watch him
pass, there he was again flying
sume 200 feet by our side—and
seing In the same direction anf
we were.”

| “You can’t turn ordinary airs
‘planes that fast,” he said. bE

E

“Airline Flier Describes

| Jairline pilot Sunday night told of
, |seeing a strange aircraft Saturday!

, }ean't do with airplanes today.”

ra

Amazing Performaace

by Huge Ship —

Kansas City. — ()— A veteran!

alght that did something “you just

Larry W. Vinther of Kan-

sas City, Mid-Continent air-

Mne pilot who has been flying

17 years and bas been with

Mid-Continent seven ycars,

sald the Incident occurred

over Sioux City.

He destribed the stranse

Plane as about “one and a half

times the size of a B-29, with

a long, slender fuselage, long

straight wings set farther for-

ward than a 13-29s,”

“There were no engine mount;
ings on the wings and I saw ri
exhaust glow,” Vinther said. “Th

wings were straight, not Salt
back like on the B-47 and other jet i]

visible.” :

inther said the craft was seen

by'his copilot, James F. Bachmeier,

of Kansas City and one of the 11

Passengers aboard,

“As I was getting tower clear-

ance to take off from the Sioux

City field at 8:28 o'clock,” Vinther,

said, “the tower asked us to check

on the strange light in the sky.”

“We spotted the lizht and —

climbed in that direction, We
saw the plane had sume sort

of navigafion lights, fn ad-

dition to a strong white Ight

underneath the fuspaze, The

lights all blinked off and on

five or atx times ss we drew
nearer.”

Vinther said his DC-3 was do-

ing 120 miles an hour and the

other craft was going faster than

that in the opposite direction.

“I had just turned my head

from watching him go past our

wing when there he was again,

Nlying right beside us about 200),

feet to our loft, coing in the same

pol

0 Pilots|

G

. 
w
e
t

Ea
st
 S
Q 
sm
 
S
U
 

ee
 
4

B
e
g
 
S
I

 
P
e
s

at

q

a

NFIDENTIAS O
1
8

‘V
és

0l
 ‘
ZL
i0
 X

O)
— a

S
U
V
O
U
V
E
 ‘
SV

AL
O.

i
a

A
v
a
s
i
u
u
a

M
G
T

M
a
i
G
U
y
O

2
3

S
a
 
i
a
d

e
a
s
 “
U
E
g

@ 
S
y
)

2
2
9
 
n
g

=
S
/
R
 
so
e 

pes
t

u
a
 
y
s

G
i
s
t
 
4
a
 
t
i
e
n



IONEAPOLIS tsoo 1

afDOWNGRABED 2AP 3 ve AR ArieIRVALS;
DECLASSIFIRD AFTER’ 12-YWARS: ,

DOD. DIR 6200.10~ 3 at

REPARTED CFFUTT



5 HdeConthoone aie | | Wines ht, not swerkotf in a Mid-Continent fl hele Ce BG LOLSDC-3 Saturday Tht Airlines| hack like on the B-47 end other jet
Viniher said the plane had n, |borpbers, and there were no jet

straight wing “and no tail assem-| pot visible.” :bly to speak of,” “ ¢
Bachmeier said the aircraft was! Vjinther said the craft was seen

te ata! {byihis copilot, James F, Bachmeier

a i a of Kansas City and one of the 11
passengers aboard,

“As I was getting tower clear-
ance to take off from the Sioux

ap-| |City field at 8:26 o'clock,” Vinther
said, “the tower asked us to check

on the strange light in the sky.”
“We spotted the light and

cilmbed in that direction. We

saw the plane hed some sort

of navigation lights, in ad-

“shaped like a cigar
like a@ flattened cig;

But it was a head-on pass and.
& maneuver which immediately
followed that most astonished
both Vinther and Bachmeier,
Vinther said

Proached his DC-3 passenger}
Plane, and then, “just after 1!
had turned my head to wate him
Pass, there he was again flying)
some 200 feet by our side—and)
xoipg in the same direction as!
we were.”

“You can't turn ordinary air-
Planes that fast,” he said

the plane

underneath the fuseace, The

lights all blinked off and on

five or six times as we drew

nearer.”

Vinther said his DC-3 was do-

ing 120 miles en hour and the

other creft was going faster than

thet in the opposite direction.

“I bad just turned my head

from watching him go pest our

“wing when there he was egain,

Nlying right beside us sbout 200

feet to our left, going in the same

direction we were,” tre said.

Vinther said that’s what

mystified him because “you

just can’t tarn un airplane

around that fast at that

speed.”

The strange plane flew slong-
side about four seconds then

eased off below the DC-3 “and
we lost him,” the pilot said.

Vinther’s flight stayed over-
night at Omaha. He said he

\checked the airbase at Offutt field
there and learncd there were no

airforce jet planes scheduled in

that area.

Attempts to learn further detai!s
concerning the strange aircraft re-

Ported over Sioux City were un-
availing here Sunday night. A

NCLASSIFIED
pages

dition to a strong white light /]

ee a

Mid-Continent airlines official said}
that as far as he knew no one}! b

at the municipal eirport at Ser-ji AS

geant Bluff had seen the aircraft.|! 3G

Other sources, however, declined |+
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Startling Performance

of Strange Plane Over

’

‘[back like on the H=372r8 other jet

i

City Related
Airline Pilot, Air

Guard Captain Tell
of Amazing Speed

Reports grew Mondo, of an
amazing performance by 4 strange

aircraft over Sioux City,

Larry D. Vinther of
City, a veteran airline pilot, told
jot seeing a plane over the city
‘Saturday night that did something:
“you just can't do with airplanes,

of today.” His account told of
how the plane passed him once’

lim the epposite direction, then in
an unbelievable sho-t time passed

him, again going in the same di-
Tec}jon.

Monday Capt, Richard

Hhugh of the 174th fighter
uadron of the air national

Euard, disclosed he had a
similar experience a month
Or 50 ago.

f

UNCLASSIFIED

Kansas/!ion, S. D., where he is a senior

Capt. Baugh, like Vinther, was'See PLANE on Page 5

iwings wer

bombers, and there were no jet
pods visible.”

Vinther said the craft was seen
by his copilot, James F. Bachmeier!
of Kansas City and one of the 11!

by Fliers
Passengers aboard,

impressed by the bright light on aA was netting tower clear-
the tail of the fusel the} ence to take off from the Siouxsire = Jane and ay aan wan City field at 8:26 o'clock,” VintherSaat patches . anes fa le ne tower asked us to check

peed ‘lon the strange 1 Sasthing I ever saw before,” Capt. We ends light in the sky.. 
“We spotted the light andBaugh said Monday at Vermil- climbed in that direction. We

Saw the plane had some sort
of navigation lights, in ad-
dition to a strong white Ught
underneath the fuseage, The |
lights all blinked off and on |
five or six times as we drew
nearer.”

Vinther said his DC-3 was do-
ing 120 miles an hour and the
other craft was going faster than
that in the opposite direction.Capt. Baugh said that the night “7 had q0er armed my head

of his experience was so dark thatifrom watching him go past our
he could not describe the plabefwing when there he was again,
pine than its bright light sd flying right beside us about 200
speed. eet to our left, going in the sameKeith Armold, Sioux mana: ‘f def ie

in journalism at the University
of South Dakota. His home is here
at 2300 Douglas street.
Chase Falls

Capt. Baugh, who at the time
was up in a TC-3, said that he
attempted to chase the mysteri-
ous plane, but it circled and out-
climbed him. He lost it as it dis-
appeared to the northwest.

irection we were,” he said,
Vinther said that's what

mystified him because “you
Sust can't turn an airplane
around that fast at that
speed.” *

The strange plane flew along-
side about four seconds then
eased off below the DC-3 “and
we lost him,” the pilot said,

Vinther's flight stayed over-
any More) night at Omaha, He said heetails. However, he said thatichecked the airbase at Offutt field

James Yanney, i100 S, Glass there and learned there were no
street, had notified him of seeing! airforce jet planes scheduled in
a plane with particularly bright!that area, “ean
lights at the sarne time as Vin-

lane
Continued from Page One_

of Mid-Continent airlines, Vin-
ther's employer, sald that he had
been unable fo lear,

ther. —— ~
Gives Description

Vinther has been flying 17)
years, seven with Mid-Continent.

The Associated Press said that)
Vinther described the plane as;

about ‘one and a half times Led

size of a B-29, with a long, slen-!

der fuselage, long straight wings

cet farther forward than a,
B-29's." |

here were no engine mount-|
ings on the wings and I saw no,
exhaust Gow Yinther said, “The|

Straight, not swept

°

XOWNGRADED AT 3
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KANSAS City STAR

A VETERAN alr line pilot
. - last night toid- of seeing #

\ strange aircraft Saturday

<=" night that did something
yo"you just can't do with airplénes

© army W:.Vinther, 008 B- Larry W. er, juen:
Cl vista, > Jonnson County, » Mid-
»|Continent Airline pilot who has
e|been fiying seventeen years and

thas been with Mid-Continent
plseven years, said the incident
},joccurred over Sioux City, Ia.

8| He described the strange plane:
i
| |the size ‘of a B-29, with a long,
slender luselage, long straight
wings set farther forward than
ja B.29's, :

a No Exhauat Glow,

Sioux City by Kansas City Pilot:

22 JANUARY 1951

Peat’ Which: Cannot Be Performed by the Airplanes of
» Fadey Were Executed by theMysterious, Shipy,. “Deb Lee Tagry-Vinther Says: Pitice aks nantigne

4
}to check on the strange light init
the sky. © 2
“We spotted the light and|*

climbed in that. direction, Wej!
saw (he plane had some sort ot)!
navigation. lights, in addition to a
strong white light underneath}
the fuselage. The lights all
blinked off and on tive or six|!
times a3 we drew nearer.” d

» Other Craft Traveling Fast.
Vinther said- his DC-3 was do- 1

ing“120 miles an hour and thel,

as about one and « half times OMMer craft was going faster|«
than that in the opposite direc-'¢
tion. i

“I had just turned my head]?
from watening him go past our't
wing when there he was again, |t
flying right beside us about 200/t.| “There were no engine mount-

IjIngs on the wings and I saw no;
?

|The wings were straight, not|
/ swept back like on the B-47 and)
slother jet bombers, and there
slwere no jet pods visible.”
4 Vinther said the craft was
-\seen by his co-pilot, James F.
2|Bachmeler, 2908 Parkwood
J boulevard, Kansas City, Kansas, |
and one of the eleven passengers!

3\aboard.
‘| “As Twas getting tower clear-|
djanice’to take olf“trom the Sioux
*\City teld at 8:28 o'clock,” Vin-}
s\ther said, “the tower asked us scheduled in that area.’ |————
O

e

on that

feet to our left, going in the
Same direction we were,” hel,exhaust -glow,"' Vinther said.'said,

Vinther said that's what mys- !
tified him because you just can't|'
turn an airplane around that
fast at that. speed.
The strange plane flew along-

side about four seconds then
eased off below the DC-3 and we
lost him, the pilot said.

Vinther’s flight stayed over-
|night at Omaha. He said he
checked the air base at Offutt
field there and learried there
were no alr force jet: planes!
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MULTI-MOTOREO AIDCR AFT

UNITED STATES

SPAN: 230°

LENGTH: 162’ 6” :

ENGINES: 6P-W R4360'S-4GE J-47'S

SPEED: OVER 435 MPH

RANGE: 4,000 MILES COMB. RAD.

UNITED STATES

SPAN: 230!

LENGTH: 182’ 6”

ENGINES: 6P-W R-4360'S

SPEED: (APPROX) 300 MPH

RANGE 8,900 miLteS
Silhouette

?
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re 4S 22 yamvany 195. FOR ATION COPy
FrPSAS UNCLASSIFIED Sn SCUASSiFyig SEE CRYPTO.cENTER

Uae Th

a eee, : \ie Oh can J + Uyt Ci ae \
Dp JEP ZVA ae.

acid JZDCR. 222 3 =. _ / !

= JUXC L4E

TO JEPCR/DIRECTOR

1 GENERAL AIR HATERIEL COMMAND WRICHT PATTERSONene nateenaentii Aaa Lr eens trie stn me

Cari,
ee 15 -CSIS7. SPOT RE

NCONVENTIONAL AIR CRAFT REPORTED BY CONTROL TOVER, SICUX CITY

UNICIPAL AIR PRT, ICWA, AT 202 0 HOURS CST 20 JANUARN 1953.

ia OR |

TOUTR CONTROLLER, REPORTED FIRST SIGHTING AT ASCVE TIME AT

YING ALTITUDES ESTIMATED AT FRoM 2000 TO 3909 FEET< SERVATION:

‘TAS VISUAL AND WITH FIELD GLASSESe MANEUVERS VARIED FROYEfOVERT

oe

ve

TEN RAPID DESCENT TO FLY LOOSE FORMATION WITH

NES, WHICH HAD JUST ATKEN OFF FROM

SI1se a fo]



10 JUXC Lhe

RT. OSJECT REMAINED IN VICINTIY APPRO}

iD DISAPPEARED FLYING COURSE NORTIWEST

CIAL PLANE. SHAPE Ann SIZE COULD HO"

“Rk PERSONNE APPEARANCE WAS THAT OF LARGE MILITARY A

GATHES CONDITIONS WERE CLEAN. RCP 55 ellie cOUSIDEPED

TOWER cot ITROLLER, T SERVICE FOR

siebiaesliniesie, PILOT, AnDen COPILOT, FLIG!
NIUEs STATE TINE CSJECT0OSSERVED 2

- IGHT MOONLIGHT. WEA OTE

P) COLOR AT ESTIMATED DISTANCT oF FOUR NILES AT ASOUT 2

fLTITUDE. IN COOORDINATION WITH TOVER©CPERATOR, WAM CIRCLE

»¥ DIRECTION AND OSJECT ALSO CIRCLE

DISTANCE AND DEEPING ASREAST OR ANEZAD OF AIRPLANE IN UIDE AL CeATLAS LN wipe An

AIRPLANE CONTINUED CIRCLING TO SOUTH AND THEN EAST At

IPPROACHED TASTENLY BEARING, OSJECT&

HUMMING LIGHTS SUT SLINKING APPEARED TO DE MANUALLY CON

AS OLJECTREACHED A POINT DUE EAST cF ‘er or reir

GUT LIGHT

PAGE THEE JVXC 145

(|



' t pay

SISILAR TO LANDING uW ee aS VISISLE FOR A “SHORT r *. ATRPLANS
CONTINUED CIRCLING TO NORTH AND CSJECT MADE> suave SHORT

N OF NINETY DEGREES AND DESCENDED TOWARD ALNPLANE AT HIGH SPrtD,

CORSSING IN FRONT AND ASOVE AIFPLANE. OUJECT THEN §

_ APPROXIMATELYTVO HUNDRED FEET OFF LEFT SIDE OF AIR;

SLIGUTLY AFT AS IN A LOOSE FORMATION. OSJECT REMAINED IN THIS

OSITION FOR TWO TO THREE SECONDS THEN DISAPPEARED SELOU

ATDPLANE AND YAS NOT SEEN AGAIN. OBJECT DESCRISED SY QB AT

IR TIME IT ASSUTED POSITION AS FRO FQUAL TO CE AND OMEcHALE

TIES THESIZEOFS~29 AIKPLAVEs FUSELAGE APPEARED CIGAR

SHAPED Ati Wins WAS LONG ft 2D SLEN
cp — ap

ER, WELL FOR:i YARD AND RAICHT

fEN0SS, LOOKING LIXE A FLATTENED CIGAR. WING WAS FROt MIDDLE To

1 ON FUSE LAGE. NO ENGINS NACELLES visions Aub “UE 'G APPEARED

AS A GLIDER WINGe NO-LIGHT WERE NOTED‘ ON OSJECT AT THIS TINE

AND NO FORMS OG OTHER OSJECT COULD SE NOTED. NO BUDDERS OR

SS See

STASILIZERS WVERF- SEEN ON OSJECT UNICH APPEARED ALYAYS UNDER

PERFECT CONTROL, MOVING AT WILLAT SPEEDS VARYING From

NIGH RATE TO CLIMSING SPTED OF AIRPLANE, 120 MILES PER HOUR.

OLJECT DID NOT FLUTTER OR OSCILLATE AND MAINTAINED STASLE POSITION

AT ALL TIMES OSSERVED AND WAS ASLE TO MANEUVER WITH GREAT EASE,

me fier eycp

S/S-7 8%
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: : x CLASSIFIED /

CSAF ITEM & /SRED/ 7 7-O0Y3- OC
7 * r= {

FROM OIN-V/TC ATTN J L ROGERS NCIAXA-1A Jo Tas arY of
ITEM 2, Tf 035 25 JAN 51, HAS BEEN

Maly Sot D rs

DOWNGRADEDTO RESTRICTED. FUTURE Awad

CLASSIFICATION WILL ADHERE MORE CLOSELY TO. |

AT REGULATIONS. REQUEST EVALUATION BE FORWARDED

ON THIS INCIDENT. THE DESCRIPTION APPEARS_ a |

TO DESCRIBE_A_B=36,AS SEEN FROM ANOTHER et ae
ALZPLANEAT NIGHT. |

END CSAF ITEM& /RESTRICTED/

(UNCIASSIFIED
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' “DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE a,

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION ae

INCOMING CLEAR MESSAGE

FROM: MATS, NATIONAL AIRPORT, WASHINGTON D.C.°

TO + GAPT McIVER, HQ USAF, WASHINGTON D.C.
eae = ee teenage

NR : 210200 \ 21 Janvary 1951 f

The following message was called by telephone from MATS at

Washington National Airport at 0200, 21 Jan 51 to Capt Mciver,

Command Post Duty Officer. MATS raceived the info via message

from Plight Service addressed to Sec Def:

“Nearest Military area district command Offutt. Cirvis vicinity
of StouzCisy Municipal Airport between estimated altitude 2000 to
9000 distance of 2 to" J miles ostimatod 290-285 degrees from control
tower i unidentified flying object observing aircraft mid Continental

Airlines Flight #9.. Departed Sioux City 2031 control altitudes o?
object 2 to 9000 variables. Time spent in vicinity aporoximataly 14

minutes. Pilot and Co Pilot of midcontinental flight 9 and 2

passengers from USAF OST. Woather report clear visability 15 miles

semperaturs 7 day point - 4 wind NW at 11 altimeter 053, 2030 SUX

weather report 1 unidentified flying object time of first sighting

2102202" Classification: "Unclassified". y,

(ea
/

ACTION: OIN

INFO SEC DEF, CPR

AP It 16042 (21 gan 51) DTG: 210200 IDM/1ws

7
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