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. DATE - 2 JCATION » CONCLUSIONS

/ : O Wes Bolicon
27 Aug 1951 Vandalia, I11 O Prebebly Balloon

2 -_Lees! 00d _= 200 XX Ground-Vi sue! D Ground-Reder Provctin his nae
a .

omr__. 20/2 2oo& £kAirVi sol O Air-Intercept Redar | Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS O Was Astronomical

O Yes O Probably Astronomicol

1XNe Newspaper Rpt O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Other :

G Insufficient Dote for Evalvation

Unk one West 0 Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Big orange light with blinding intensity had Duration, speed, etc unknown therefore

red light on top. Viewed in southwest with case evduated as Insufficient Data.

course of West.
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HEADQUARTERS

AIR MATERIEL COMMAND
IN REPLY ADDRESS BOTH
COMMUNICATION ANO EN. WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE
VELOPE TO COMMANDING
GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL DAYTON, OHIO
COMMANO, ATTENTION FOL-
LOWING OFFICE SYMBOL:

Ramsey, Tllinois

peer 1
Receipt of your letter dated September 10, 195lis

hereby acknowledged, =

Your letter will be forwarded to the office interested

in these matters,

If further information is desired you will be contacted,

Your action in writing this Command is appreciated,

Yours very truly, a

F i “ ra ° ft

BRYAN L. DAVIS

Colonel, USAF

Air Adjutant General

Hq AMC Form Ne. 9 (Rev 8 Feb 49) Air Force-WPAFB-L-19 JAN 50 650M
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Ramsey, Jiliuois

September Ioth ,I95I.

Perhaps your office might find the enclosed clipping ar the

Vandalia Leader , of August 30 issue - The incident referred to ocurred

on the evening of August 26thez71%

Dear Sirs 3:

hasn't been madea military craft from Scott Field‘Ihether it was

known here . If we can be of any further help and if you desire reports

of this nature , if and when they should happen here , please advise.

Sincerely,
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UNCLASSIFIED |

a
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A gt° a , Cc * 5SOe&% —"
— »VANDALIA, ILLI'OIS - mugust LOS) ~

rn . $ P+] ¢ an «4 b +\,2 2 44a 4. ° ‘ ° - _ 2 9 a»
mne only inforee:tion avseilable on this ineiZvent is a nevsr-ocr articleweemy

fre, “Tentelin Leader” of % Aucust 1941

‘ Piss a 1 of —— 4 . . ° s .
It wosn't a Plyines saucer$ Nor ws it a conventionsl ty~mc airnlene!

‘ P £4 ;+ o : a = er ae 7 ad 68 ae a Oot wnetever it wee, 1% has srouse? ‘he curiosity of et leist Piv ersons
_ a t+ sun += :} 4 ’ a levtr 1g cod 4

who saw i% soering throurch the air Monday nicht.

'It wes a big orange lirht with blinsins intensity witon I first noticed

4% over the southwest corner of the airport,’ iiay ‘iilliams tel? the Leader.

'T had Just taxied out onto the runwary crenarine to take flicht around the

‘ 3 583 I calle? over

"'The lich ved object disanneared into the west and we decided maybe
there was nothing to it. So I ceeicee te continue with my flicht nlans.t

. . . 1 5 “ : ?illians siatec,.

“Shortly after I hed taken off I notieed the lirht arsin, anrcropehing
my plane. It cane *irectly at me and then circled rz vlane twice vefore _
heeding toward Greenville, I followed it anc it mate a cirele rx n? that
towm and came back tovar’ Vandalia. I last sav tt ner the eountr> elub.
-he Ca. racioed a transvort sxilot who woe passing over Variclis at the tine
at about (6,000 feet anc he too saw the object!

wire ..- asia ‘. - : . ey aIt was all very snooky,' the Vandelis airman seit, 'It wasn't an
tre tail f 34 ana >wie Rhee OL LU anc there was? " “ ad

airvlane but whatever it was tac Lirht wus on
e ae y Ta» at" 3 tHe@ small rel lirht on tom. Probably it was
Ss] 4 me " *ld mikine- 2 test n,!

- ~~.2 a 3 . ees eon-r “ty } - " }The lichted object which anveared to have a 10 to 12 inch lens, was

c

Ps a “e ° : : r & 3 .&iso seen by vwicht nerms in St. Elmo the sane evenince,"

Status of Investigation

, : . - ee nae : :An eattennt will be made to obtain further infor ation on this incident,

NGRADED AT 3 ELAR Liv iste seams

OW SCLASSIF JED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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( | VANDALIA, ILLINOIS - 27 aucust 19°:

The only inform:tion eveileble on this incicent is a newsoscoer articl

fron “Vertrlin Leader of X august 1961.

It wasn't a flying saceer! Nor wes it a conventional tyve airclene!

but whatever it ves, it has «roused *he curiosity of at leust five persons

who sow £*% sotring throurh the air Monday nic’.t.

rtlt wes e big orance lirht with blindin: intersity when 2 first noticed
4t over the southwest corner of the airport,’ Ray Williams tol: the leader,
"I had fust taxie? out onto the runway ~repering to texe a flicht aroun? the

city whon I noticed the light. It wis between Bend 8:27 -.m. I eelle? over

the recio to the Caé of ficial on cuty Albert ersoxviec, ane to Paul Feese and

ache then to take a looz.'

'tThe lichied object disapneared into the west an! we decided maybe

‘there was noti.ing to it. So I decided to continuc with ny flipgnt plans,'

“Allians statec.'

“OShortly after I head taxen off I noticed the lirht arccin, apnroaching

my planc. It cane cirectly at me and then circled my rlane twice tefore

’ heeding towerl Grecnvilie. I followed it anc it mace 4 circle rovn? that

town smi cane teck tower’ Vandalia, I last saw it ner the country club.
( The CAt. ratioed a trensport vxilot who was passing over VYandrlia at the tine

at about -6,000 feet anc he too saw the object!

"*It was all very snooky,' the Vandalis airman sei?, ‘It wasn't an

airplane but whatever it was tre lirht was on tre teil of it, and there was

a@ small re2 lipht on top. Probably it was sone militar; craft fron Scott

Field nexing eae test run.!

"The lichted object which a--eared to have a 10 to 12 inch lens, wes

also seer by wight Kerns in St. Elmo the sace evenine.”

tatu Inrvestirpation

An attenot will be made to obtain further information on this incident.

UNCLASSIFIED
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EXTRACT FROM STATUS REPORT # 2

DATE: 27 Aug 51

TINE (Local): 2000

LOCATION: Vandalia, Ill.

LENGTH OF TIME OBSERVED: Unknovn

SOUND one

SPEED: High

ALTITUDE: Unknown

HEADIG: Varied

SOURCE: Commercial pilots and Ground Obs,

‘ ACTION OR COMMENTS: No further investigation. - No conclusions

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: Bright orange light seen from tt ground and again

. from tro aircraft. -


