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1. DATE 2, LOCATION o 12, CONCLUSIONS

_DR23 Novewber 1951 Riverside, California O Probebly Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP &. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon

' 0 Was AircraftLocal om In 0 Ground-Vi sual OQ) Ground-Radar oO Probobly Aircroft

QS! __D Air Visual D Air-Intereept Rodar Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS .- 6. SOURCE QO Was Astronomical

O Yes . se QO Probably Astronomical
O No CIVILIAN O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 0.NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE e F xt ee
QO Insufficient Data for Evaluation

19, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING - 11). COMMENTS ee

rhotegraph of alleged flying snucer, Prot is wheel cover of from 1937

ford thrown into air and photographed,

RM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)



FILE NO, SUBJECT Photor of an Unidentified Aerial Opject Taken
by Myr Riverside, ca) ifornia

Ati: LtB. J. Ruppelt Hre Rohl fs/pjin
(WRN) GW112/8262/P1R

The attached letter dated 7 April 1952 together with OSI Report of Investigation

is forwarded as a matter pertaining to your Headquarters.

1 Incl “AE
Lty dtd 7 Apr 52 Lt Golencl., USAR
wf 1 Incl (in dup) Acting Air Provost Marshal

Inspector General's Offica
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mee ,

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR roreJNCLASSIFIED
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE UNSPrOTOR GENERAL, USAF

STH DISTHICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTICATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON Alt FORCE BAS!, DAYTON, OMtu

mrepty never to: OT) Oh OL 7 April 1952

SUBUECT: Photograph .of an Unidentified

Aerial Object Taken by iao
iverside, California

MULAL TN UIRY ;

TOs Commanding General

Air Material Gonmend
.

Virhight-Patberson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

le Atvbach. @ pies of the

report of investiyvat Ny 16th Ost

District, dated 2% March 195? file Ey os, subject as above.
2e This investigation was creqraited by Vis Commanding General,

oo wn >] Wiaas on ry . ’Air Materiel Command, Wreight-Palbterson Air Force Base, predicated upon

the publication in newspapers of a photograph of an alleged flying
Saucers

36 rR «2; interviewed on 2 lierch 1952 and stated the
proto:Graph was Rphony"; was originally started as a pazy“Aind mushroomed

beig his control. He reported object in the photograph is a tire cover

a
mm —- . regraph wags taleon »

of the Office of gol al Investigations are ered closed in thts
CO3R.

5e Attention is invited to pzracreph 7, 4 205-1, which pro-
Le . ae . a) ’ eohibits disel« sure of classified infor ation to unsuthori } Mersonnel °DOLSC

Owen Penne,

n/ ly D9me dtd 25 iar 52 Lt Colonel, USArn
e
s

Copy to:

Basie sheen bia Her

Ath FORCEWRAPB-L-@ APR ST 15M aT AY a , } 4 ;* ee eh bY
LAR EE RA Saeki fis



UNITED STATES AIR FORCE CLASS!THE INSPECTOR GENERAL u} TeAh 2h=163 bs March AQS2OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
ee 

ee“REPORT MADE nyREPORT OF INVESTIGATION
S
tA tna ae ne

REPORT u ADE atPhotograph of an Unidentified a8, Maywood, California
Fi Sob

Aol al Ob ect. Taken by li. . ~% 9) % OF VM ‘ 1.9522 3 ed ee iw 4 Sj Laren ‘ay 4ers > y - SR - ~ * » » “Riversi “ne | OFFICEOF ORIGIN
___DO#18, Maywood, California
STATUS3

cHes RACTER.

SEBO. LAL ING MWTR)%

herens NC

California

beatles Hanes thin is an initial report,

|InvPon gation requested by CG, ANC, and pred
photog:raph of alleged flying saucer token by
Riverside, Calif. TWX fron a, AWS, advised photo interpretation @is-

lceated upon publication of

pe Cvat2

Closes balttef o}Dject in photo ia automobile In aherap but findings noto 4
conclusive. TWX requested authentict Ly of photo ba de teimined, Appointment made with Ge: 22 Max 52 not kept by 2gcuse ofeae. - suse ofhis ‘inperative" need to be in Phoenix. Inquiry dissolo 300 dling ¢
questioned reliability and integrity and has repubation of being prank-ster. Mr, a, person who sold photeg raph to newspapers, inter! evedand declared photograph authentie in hisovagina —— reportedare|

personal sighting of nuasrous flying saucers over Riverside » Califoria,iy is contacted 2/, March 1952 and consente2d to intervieow at,
March AFB, QAM innediat. ely declared photograph "phony" 5 WAS
originally started as a gag, and mishxvoomed beyond his control, He
reported object in photographih 3s tire cover from about 1937 Ford auto-mobile and was buried at t @ where photog raph ‘taken Exact loca~
tion presently unknown to Ki

| |“DISTBUTION. 
| ACTION Copy FORWARDED TO | FILE stame Roe oe Beta ei aeoa 
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION ( 12. CONCLUSIONS

. , . , Wes Boll
25 Nov 1951 Riverside, California Probobly Bolloon

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION Possitly Belleon

O Ground-Vi sual O Ground-Rodar

O Air Visual O Air-Intorcep? Rader

‘3. DATE-TIME GROUPTee” AM
Locol sia

is 7) O0Z
GMT

Was Aivcroft
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircroft

g
o
o
g
 
a
a
c
 
s
o
c
 
0
0
0

5. PHOTOS RCE Was Astronomicol
O Yes Probably Astronomico!
ENS Civilian Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9 COURSE OtherCon fliching Data
Insufficient Data for Evaluation

30 Minutes 1 PERS Unknown

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Yoservation of object was oval, green halo, At 0309 on 28 Nov 51, Vega not

with characteristics of adjacent stars. visible, Venus not visible,

Observed for 30 minutes, Object appeared to Jupiter on horizon and west,

be stationary at 4 to 5,000 ft altitude, Neayest star Mars below horizon in EAST,

Vega. Object had movenent like ball bouncing Objedt characteristic of Astro

in slow motion. Report made in May 1952 body, however, no major planet

News Article, visible during report of sight-

ing. Star Vega below horizon.

Venus nezrest planet to Vega.

Report evaluated as conflicting

data. (Vega not visible)

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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THE NORTHROP:-NEWS( (
pnd: 2battensinks Nae

Page Ten : bee wesc De deen: SO idhseelichaisicaidiltnisibaeiile Swenson

Swenson Report Tells of
Saucer Sighted, Chased

Recent revival of interest by:

the public in reports on flying

saucers has induced a Norevafter!
to relate an adventure along

these lines which he had kept to

himself in fear that nobody

would believe the tale.

|

LEO SWENSON

Saw Saucer

Leo Swenson, illustrator, of|

the MHustration Department, is|
the man who witnessed the!

strange object and its behavior,
as pictured on this page. Swen-|

son returned to the spot when|
the Northrop News became in-|
terested and made an accurate

painting of the surrounding ters)

titory and landmarks. The “sau. |

cer” was seen hy Swenson at.

3:00 a.m, on the morning of.

November 28, 1951, while travel 4

ing along Highway 9] between!

Colton and Riverside.

| Swenson’s background in.

‘eludes a tour of duty with the

LUSAF Intelligence Department,
| Historical Section, His assigned
duty was to compile and illus-

trate war events; results of ex-

perimental projects apd combat

According to Swenson, when! developments, He was educated|
the* object was first sighted, it} at University of Utah; Harvard |

University; and Choinard Art;

Institute, Los Angeles,

Swenson’s report is reminis-

cent of, but entirely dis-similar

greenish oval halo which had to, 4 memo written in April,|
the appearance of, cigar smoke} 1950, by Northrop pilot Max’

around the outside of a luminous] Stanley who came to very close|
6 range in broad daylight with an
ore, : : :

, object while flying over Mem-

He stopped his car and ob- phis, Texas, with two other men
served the object for thirty min- in the Northrop “Black Widow.”

|

|

Greenish and Oval

appeared to have the same char-

acteristics as adjacent stars, ex-

cept that it was surrounded by a

utes, At first it appearedto he
4000 to 5000 feet in the air,

As he watched, the object di-

lated rapidly up to five times its!
— ° : |

| original magnitude and remained|

lthat way for half a minute,

The Chase

It then dwindled back to a

slightly lesser size than the near-

est comparative star (Vega), and

‘had the appearance of being cut!)

in half, Later it returned to its |
original density and magnitude.

Swenson drove eastward on

Center Street in the general di-

rection of the object in an at-

tempt to see it at closer range. |
The object moved off in an east- |}!

erly direction at a slow rate of |)
speed and although he was able

to approach somewhat closer,

the strect turned south after five ||

miles and the chase came to an ||!

end,

We stopped his car and was

able to observe the flight pat-

tern of the object against a cloud

formation until it disappeared,

It appeared to climb and gain

speed,

The action of the object as it!

moved up and eastward was like |
a rubber ball Louncing in slow|
motion, The object rose and fell

vertically but did not swerve}:

from side to side.

Stanley stated, “The object

was of a silvery metallic color

with a translucent quality; no

orange ring or other evidence of,

color was observed. The shape

of the object was spherelike with

prominent detents on the top

and bottom, and with a dark
streak or shadow connecting

these detents. For the most part

this shadow was vertical and ap.-

peared to tilt occasionally, re-

‘Suiting in a sideways movement

of the object.”

Stanley’s memo states, “Mr,
| Lloyd Balsam, who was riding
in the gunner’s station in the

airplane, is a graduate of the |
Massachusetts Institute of Tech.|
nology. Mr. Sam F. West is a |
graduate of the University of|
California, and for five years |
was employed in the Radiation|

aboratory at the Mansechusene|
Institute of Technology.” |

“Both of the above observers
are familiar with this report, |
and are in agreement with the |
statements made herein, Further,|

we all agree that the object
sighted was not an airplane, hal-|
loon, celestial body, or any other
object commonly seen above the
earth,”
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FLYING SAUCER viewed by Leo Swenson, Hlustration De-

artment, in early morning of November 28, 1951, pictured

ere in sketch made at the scene by Swenson especially

for Northrop News. Chart shows size as compared to Vega
when first seen (1); when it expanded (2); when it shrank

ond appeared cut in half at its nucleus (3); and when it
returned to its original size (4). Arrows (center left) show
path and action of object as it departed in easterly direc-

tion. Swenson had the object in direct view for over thirty
minutes. He was watching stars and going over a course

in navigation he is taking in a local school when he spotted .

the odd object. Passenger airplane (right center) gave Swen-

son a fair idea of height and size of the “saucer.”’ Object

was chased in Swenson’s automobile for a good five miles.
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