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) 12. CONCLUSIONS eek1. DATE LOCATION

.AE f.. Was Balloon
9 ral 4 422 Dec 15 51 : Columbus Ohi 2 GA Probably Balloon

3. OATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION mG Possitty Belloon

Locel 1030 OD Ground:Vi suel DB Ground-Roder O Was Aieroft
22715302 Q Probobly Aircrafs

GMT aA] 3024 pan 2K Aim Vi wel 0 Air-Intereept Radar OD Possibly Aircrofe

5. PHOTOS “ ers kare ac capone eiemmmnaes eacmatacrais ® Wee Acrenonticd
O Yes D Probably Astronomical
tKNo Military QO Possibly Astronomice!l

7, LENGTH OF OSSERVATION |@. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9 COURSE a or
QO Insuffictent Date for Evaluation

1 to 14 Minutes i ESE - on

10, GRIEF SUMMARY OP SCHTNS06060ULUCOCOC~Cs—“Cai‘“sOsOONNOONOtststséSUd*SaCGoMet'gs—“‘é<3llllll'OI” ©
Pilot saw flash in WNW. Object apveared to be Probably balloon sighting.

a/e without tail section, Position of object
was 5 miles east of Columbus, Ohio at 20,000 ‘ a

ft. Object moving East in opposite direction | Q—- J Pap acvder2
of a/e piloted by observer. Object sighted SPEC Wee Fee aera
for 1 minute and lost in sun. Could not ree Fad Possible ENPCAN ATrod
locate object. Observerts a/e at 15,000 ft ArSo

air speed 225 Knots. Assumed object speed in —————

excess of 300 MPH. No sound, Clear sky.
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166TH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR SQUADRON - 3J.a re

142D FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR GROUP ~

LOCKBOURNE AIR FORCE BASS _~
——~“COLTWBUS 17, OHTO

27 December 1951

SUBJECT: Information on Unconventional Aircraft

TO: Commanding General

Air Materiel Command

ATTN: MCIS

Wright-Patterson AF Base-

Dayton, Ohio

1. In compliance with Air Defense Conmand Letter 200-1 dated 11

April 1951 and in lieu of AF Form 112 the following information is sub-

mitted:

a. The object appeared to be an airplane of unknown si ze with-

out a tail section and was silver in color. No trail or exhaust was seen

and the propulsion system was undetermined. The observer was flying in

the opposite direction and the object appeared to be travelling at a speed

greater than 300 miles per hour. No sound was heard and the object con-

tinued to tumble or roll until it was lost in the sun.

GC. The object was observed visually from the air. The observer

was flying in an F-34C tyne aircraft at approximately 15,000 feet with an

indicated air speed of 225.

d. The odserver was approximateiy firs (5} miles east of Columbus,

Chic heading west at an sititude of 15,900 Peet when the odject was first

sighted. The object was at wo o'clock hizh from the observer, heading in

an easterly direction at an aititude of at ieast 20,000 fset.

e. The high degree of reliability of the observer is showm in

the fact that he is a jet fighter pilot with approximately 1700 flying

hours and served a tour of duty in the Pacific theatre of operations dur-

ing World Wer II.

8 YEAR INin--)

SSLFIED AY TER 12 YEAR.

&- None.

h. None.

i. Observer started to turn to gives chase but object was lost in

the sun.
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Hq 166th FIS, Subsr-“htciatien enon Gacenrentional“Aircraft 27 Deo 51

je Although other squadron airoraft were flying in the local area
none were in the immediate area of the sighting.

2. Enclosed with this report is a statement of the observer concerning

the sighting of the object.

- 1 Enol Commanding

Observer's Statement

Copy to;

CG, Air Defense Command

ATTN: Dir of Intell
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166TH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR SQUADRON

142D FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR GROUP

LOCKBOURNE AIR FORCE BASB

COLUMBUS 17, OHIO

27 December 195]

STATEMENT ON SIGHTING

OF

UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT

¢

At approximately 1030 hours on 22 December 1951 I was flying

locally at 15,000 feet. [ observed an object which appeared to be an

aircraft without a tail section either tumbling or rolling. Position

of the object was about five (5) miles east of Columbus, Ohio heading

east at an altitude of at least 20,000 feet. I was piloting an F-84C

type aircraft in the opposite direction.

Checks were made on Easy and Fox channels but all squadron

pilots stated that they were not in that area and at that altitude. The

object was about two o'clock high to me, rolling or tumbling at a high

rate of roll. I observed ten or more rolls in a period of one (1) min-

ute when I lost it in the sun. It was rolling when I lost it.

When I first sighted it I started a turn in an attempt to inter-

cept the object, but it was lost in the sun. Further search failed to

bring the object in sight.

The speed appeared to be about that of a jet fighter. It did

not gain or lose altitude. When last seen it was heading in an east~

south easterly direction.

t

pln JA,
WALTER J./KOBY Zp

i eae 5 ' * - - Captein, USAF
’ 166th Ftr-Intep Sq
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WIND -— 22 December 1951

1000 E

Altitude Direct Velocity
2000 * 260° 20 K

4000! 270° | 30 K

6000! 270° 50 K

8000! 270° 35 K

1600 E

Altitude Direct Velocity

10,000! 280° 55 K

12,000! 290° 60 K

14,000! 290° 70 K

16,000! 280° 75 K
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x NAME OF PERSON TO MAKE CALL:

1, APPROVAL NO.| 2. DIVISION, OFFICE, SECTION

13 ATOTRATIAA@25

__ J, &. Rothstein
3. NAME & LOCATION OF ACTIVITY TO BE CALLED:

166th Fichter Interceptor SQD, Lockbourne AFB,
Columbus, Ohio

11, SUMMARY OF SUBJECT MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED:

\

AUTHORIZATION OF LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL

~*~

REQUEST FOR

& BRANCH

Intell, Ofticer |

3. Tel. ACCT. NO,

_

a)

6. cxT. NO.

9. PERSON TO BE CONTACTED: | 1

Unidentified serial object and aprointmen’t to interview witnesses.

V2. REASON WHY OTHER MEANS OF COMMUNICATION CAN Nor BE USED:

AMC Form 75

{Rav 18 Jui 51)

|

|

|

Supersedes AMC Form 75, 28 Jen 4%,
which will be used,

13. SIGNATURE OR INITIAL OF APPROVING OFFICER:

'

4. DATE

10 Jan -”

|

|7. SYMBOL

ATIAdeno
a EST. DURATION OF

CALL (MIN.)

meee ee

oe ee rene

Air Force WPAFB-L-71 SEPT 57 340M



SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

DATE-TIME GROUP ont ee De achea)

142.5003 Sen 52 aang
FROM: (Originator)

wo Poe | PRECEDENCE | *TO¥ SC*noRATION
9 

;
FOR:

[_} e00x Nessace | Sa} onicinal Messace

‘ | CRYPTOPRECAUTION

Cj MULTIPLE ADDRESS
ee

IDENTIFICATION

Request information regarding bellcon released Crlusms, Chia,<< «0 51,

at aopracinately1000 ST, Flesase state exact tine of release ami >osition of

balloon at intervals between 1015 and 1150 5ST,

DeARTEN'S NAME (gad sipealure cohen copnired)

ae ge ee ee ee a

SYMBOL | TELEPHONE OFFICIAL TITLE aaada

ATT AAe2g>

\p FORM 1 7 3 REPLACES NME FORM 173, 1 MAY 49 18—S8025-3 TT ou. a. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
1 OCT 49 WHICH MAY BH SFO
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7.

Date odject was observed 22 December 1951

Time object was first seen 1030

Place from which you observed the object _ Sir - near Columbus, Ohio

How was object observed (naked eye, binoculars, etc.) Eye

What were you doing when the object was first observed? Flying

What attracted your attention to the object? Flash
EET SEE OT RS

Path of object.

a. Direction from which object appeared (degrees or direction)

WNW

b. Direction in which object disappeared (degrees or direction)

ESE

c. Elevation object appeared (degrees above horizon =

d, Elevation object disappeared (degrees above horizon) ome

e, Shape of flight path of object (straight and level, arched, etc.)

Straight

f. How did object disappear (grow dimmer, go out suddenly, etc.) >

Lost in sun

Length of time the object was observed 1-11/2 min,

Description of object.

a. ow many objects were seen? One

n - > Ps] 2
AA J ny § @ OL obj 20.st * ' 4 » < u. p

e
e
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¢. Apparent speed of object? F-84

+

d. Apparent altitude of object? At least 25,000 ft. if F=34 size

e. Shape of object? F~84 without tail

f. Color of object? Silver

g- Did object perform any maneuvers, if so describe _ Rolled 7-10 tines

like pencil rolled) 5/sec. roll or faster.

h, Did object make any sound, if so describe _None audible

i. Were any tails or trails seen No tail
<seentnsnneeenenamtieasmmeste

j. Draw sketch

~—_

10. Clouds,

/ a. Were any clouds in sky at time of observation None

If so, how much of Sxy was covered (overcast, scattered, etc, )
Se

CAV

b. Did object pass above, below, or near any clouds a

c. Did object reflect light on the clouds ao
e
e

ll. What is your occupation Jet Pilot
Se reeetnsneeeecentnnstitnnntteressmeenmmspeeseameec..

12, Any details that cannot be Mully exolaineda by the above questions,
_— eee

Description of object is based on observer's experience with F-S4's in

flight, Sneed of observer's plane indicated air speed 180 MPH which



increased to maximum in turn. Object lost in sun after turn. Bank angle

¢

of observer in turn 45°. Winterized F-84 has tail section painted which would

eliminate flashing in sun, ieaehiidtiinidiesiiiniiieaiitiasia atest

Name

Address

Date
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3s 45-83-05 tom 535 ri) Major 2 | 2350 Uoundaty 'Aliway landings.

jsabina, Ohio

|

H / j - 7 | ’ ml {tree vw. altend ’ |

lReedaville, W. Va. i Arthurdale 89°30'-797°49" 1 Com I T720 1 | b640 Attend, week-ends i
| | } : : }& holidays

| Meynetesburg, Ohio [Snook Field _LBeas'-RacaT | Com 2] Bon apleanindiipansitntite | = — se |
Romney, W. Vac Romney : al By°SI FS 44! {Priv {2 [1500 sath Oh Esoa ae eure

Sabina a9°99 RSC All | 2700 |
} way |
Seott Depot, Ww. v a. [Frasier BS°27"-R 1854" 1 e i9 >= . |Hinergency fied |
|Shenandoah, Va. [Shenandoah — “[88°28'-78°37" 2 | 1950 ar a

Potomac Air Park 39°41'-78°10" 1 | 2600 Bndy. on prior req. Antermitt ent attend.
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|Wiley Ford,W. Va. [Cumberland Mun, [89°36-78"46"[ Mun. | 780 | 80,9 “TP Major| 3 [5790H |Rway. on request a

(Cumberland, Md.) '
| Winchester, Va. paves~TWinchester Mun, cz fi _[Stei pontreq. :Senne = : paennanie 7
| Winfield (Po W.V:a (Clark veld A}. St ee silnscacncniailncnatinnaliiitell

| Winfield, W. Va ae Honaker ______} 38°82'-8 152" | Com. | 50 7 Bf 1 1850 ie |. eae a PE ae

| Wondstield, Ohio Wood: field 1 | 1900 sai Att. week-ends
\Xenia, Ohio [Port Xenia A eae, “80 Minor} 1 j2000 — [ Te ope ee eee i ‘i Se
Zaleski, Ohio ————~—«*& Zaleski Stsate r‘orest f peg : - 2200 ea No publ icservices uit
Zanesville, Ohio _ ~~T Riverside : “Foo | 80,91 | Major | 2 {4000 — a ee 2

Zanesville,Ohio [Zanesvitle Mun." ~Mun:[ 801 {80,91 [Minor|” 3 [sovott [Runway "[
Fuel octane ratings listed by number are those available to civil aircraft, unless otherwise noted.

Military fuel is listed by letter code indicating octane ratings as follows: A+: 115/145, A: 100/130, B: 91/98, C: 73 or 80, J: JP-1,3

The above listing does not include Air Force aerodromes.

*Joint civil and military operation; Air Force facilities are not Lisi ed.

Consult the latest Airman’s Guide for changes in data subsequent to date of chart.
7-2-5)



APPENDIX I

Columbus, Ohio - 22 iecember 1951

I, DISCUSSION OF INCIDENT

On 22 ecenber 1951 at aprroximately 1030 ST, an F-84 pilot sighted an

unidentified obfect five miles east of Colunbus, whio. The object, which
looked like an aircraft with no tail surfaces, apneared to be rolling on its

lateral axis. ‘The object was on a reciprocal heading and higher than the F-86.

The pilot made a tara in an attemot to intercept the object but lost it in the

sun.

II, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

At apzroxizately 1000 EST a weather balloon was released from the Columbus
Municipal airport, The wind, which was from the west, would have blown the

balloon into the general vicinity of the sighting. More definite information
on the balloon launching has been requested,

III. CONCLUSIONS

No conclusions can be made until more information on the balloon launching

is obtained.

DOWNGRADED AT3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFT ER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

UNCLASSIEJED



UNCLASSIFIED

Columbus, Ohio - 22December1951

o
y

I. . DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

On 22 Decenter 1951 at 1030 EST, the pilot of an F-24 aircraft observed
ean unidentified object five miles east of Columbus, Ohio. The F-84 was flying

at 15,000 ft. altitude on a heading of 270°. The object was first sighted at
two o'clock high. It appeared to be rolling on its longitudinal exis and the

shape resembled an aircraft with no tail surfaces, It was on a heading of

about 90°. .

The pilot observed the object for one and one half minutes during which

he made a right turn in an attempt to intercept and identify the object, It

was lost when the pilot turned into the sun to follow the object.

II, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

The pilot of the F-24 wus interrogated by project personnel. No new

facts were brought out. It was established, however, that the pilot could

have observed a telloon launcned from Port Columbus Airport at about 1000
EST, The wind was 30 knots fron 270° which would place the balloon in the
general area of the sighting. ‘the pilot could not pinpoint his location

other than about five miles east of Columbus",

ZiI. ONCLUSIONS

The F-84 possibly sighted a weather balloon launched from Port

Columbus Airport. Tne resorted actions of and shape of the object cannot

be attributed to a ballocn, however, vrevicus rerorts have indicated that
2 belloon can te very deceotive when viewed from a high sveed aircraft,.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10

URICLASSIFIED - 152-5836
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