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July 29, 1952

City Desk

Newark Evening News

Newark, N. J.

Dear Sir: |

Enclosed is a report of an observation of two objects ("lights")

seen in the sky on the night of July 19-20 over Lavalette, N. J. Since

these lights were very similar to those reported over Washington, D.C.,

the same night, and since they did not resemble any aircraft known to

the observers, either in appearance or in manner of motion and dis-

appearance, I am submitting a complete description for possible correla-

tion with other similar reports. I have purposely delayed this report

Since I have no intention of allowing my name to be associated in

“newsprint" with the so-called "flying saucer scare", Therefore, wile

I am giving my name and position below, I request that they be used only

for your files, or be given only to the Air Force should you judge

this report worth passing on to them. :

The objects described were witnessed by myself and a companion. |

We have carefully compared our impressions, and the description given

consists of those impressions agreed upon by both.

A TRUE COPY: Sincerely,

PETER B VENABLE Jpeg; Pd. |
Major, USAF Professor of Chemistry

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence SEE University
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Description of Objects Seen In Sky on July 20, 1952, over
Lavalette, N. J.

Time; Approx. 12:20 to 12:25 a.m., Sunday, July 20.

Place: Seen from boardwalk, just east of center of Lavalette, NJ.

Description of Objects:

@. Two moving lights were seen, each having the same appearance;

approximately round, and orange-yellowin color with dull red

alternately diffusing over much of the suriace. They seened

reeners

only two or three times as bright. !

be The "lights" were first seen towards the south, just off-shore,

about ig the center of the "milky way", at an approximate eleva-

tion-angle of )O . They moved northward slowly, one behind the other
and following nearly the same path. They appeared to be at least j= to

$-mile apart and moving at less than100 mep.h. (assuming their apparent-

distance from the observers of five- to ten-miles.). At the point where

they passed almost due east of the observers, they appeared to be at

least 5000. ft, high, the approx. elevation-angle being 5°. ‘The second,
or trailing, light did not keep constant-distance or course with the

leading object. sun

ce Shortly after passing to the east of the observers, both lights

gradually began to turn westward towards land, passing over the coast-

line at approx. 60°-elevation north of the observers. Continuing to
circle, the lights passed to the west at approx. 50°-elevation, then
around to the south, re-crossing the shore-line at about the same angle.

During this first circling, both lights grew smaller and fainter, but more

yellow in color; the trailing one grewfaintermore rapidly, and
appeared to drop further behind and to shift course slightly to south

of the leading one. At no time did any sounu come from the lights,

a. Out at sea, they continued circling, the radius of.turn being

much smaller, such that the brighter leading object crossed the shore-

line again just south of the ouservers, at about an 80°elevation. Both

continued to grow much fainter, smaller and sore silvery in color,

occasionally disappearing anu reappearing, as though passing over high,

thin clouds, ‘The second light completely disappeared just over the

shoreline. The first light continued westward, very faint like a small
star; it seemed many miles high, and moving more_rapidly. It finally dis-

appeared in the West at about a 50%elevation, ‘The total elapsed time from
first sighting to final disappearance was about five or six minutes,

en

Noe CaF wn



‘ NOTE: When the objects were first scen, they resembled night«
weather-balloons ('pibal-balloons" carrying candle-lantern). However,
their reddish color and circular course were not at all like such a
balloon. Their motion gave the definite impression of directed control,
but the complete silence of the objects and their apparent rapid

climbing to very hish altitude did not resemble (to the observers) any
known plane or dirigible.

A TRUE CORY: SEO, Ph.D.

PETER B VENABLE

Major, USAF

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence
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slightly leeger ard a little brighter, ile repeated the tset several tires -
“‘Phvé the objects: aid rot travel in an ete, bub ina streigat line, At all-tizes
during the sighting the cbjosts remind the eae distance on= from the othr,
Va wee wemblete =aake say estimte au to the sive of “he objects other Gun
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that be had Seen alorned ty a radio nepart that 3 unidentified ody jeuts 208
ba wy vader over Vanhimstony 5.0. sad dealided to report this imidert .

‘> the Las 2 ae because he thought that the bro chjects be cag mizht inve.
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Dien part oF group reportedover Yeshington. ‘ihe cbioeswas sean Sivst
by one of the voren of the party, irs. Yanelubeliions, cho onl) attention.

of the rest ofths soma te “tro shooting stare travelling tegether", “laihy

So Gah ae ashe party could determina mo trad ar axchanat &aaa
chjeats; and because of tha extrens height were weble to. distinaricha
o}her per tinent oe ummmk fentises. af che shjeots.

3/sa dastoaens lie, WES what sade you Sires nasties thea cbiscis?

ce WRB: One of ths iris polled outs te look at the airances shooting cian.

s/o Waakianras Ze you taliows they oe hooting ates?
se, So, I don’t, Sor one thing thay tans iwavek in an ato, Dub
fade © strgight course ocroua the ays and Sar smthet, they art, vp teadl
whe tacever: bendad ‘hen. 3

i /SgtssUeshburns How long did you sight the objects?

2 0. Soe thee. argwhere trom: ore te times srirites,

6 ‘Bat tlashinerat Maat ere yon dang out on the vtvar at the Line of the
Sighting?

hp Mie Ye bed ween to 9 Jame, a8 8 ma extremly boty W@ iiecifadto
go out Lor a ride te cool off.

= i witb wilked eleia die Bi 0 a ©= seenad to be eritting
along tather than speeding, and if 1¢ hadn't been for the fact tint they wort
i” @ atvaignt Line, I sould have thought that they might possinlyhava been

balloens dwaSting Aone, ‘alow by the wind, -

5/ Sa Jashhuens Did the objecte neke ary sound, tic.

vy, GT ovo,+thay saee completely soanilesa,

2/Se'e Tashinans Low vos the veather at the tine of the sighting, cae. <a

ie, WS the weather Wea vary oles? with a yey alight reer ani no room

o/s Inenieens Som fue above did the sbjeats appear to bet |

tq store In the wide of the Wig Dippers:
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S5dth Ale Rage Group, lisiadow |

Ste Peree Bese, Trenton, 8 J. : iP

night help ua da sondinesing “his inrvestigniien?

1952 I travelled to Bay Head, New Jersey, where { Interviews
de | es adee Roth of these vote yave aporencle

mately the same description as lr. . with the sxeeption of the length of

tine observed. oth of the vormen balleved the object to have been observed

for nporeximately two to three waimites, rather chan one mimate. i will aot’

“Aglade transeription of the interregabion of ro. ond Mea. Bik, as
Sellowed exactly the. sane linen as that of Mr. . exe item of this

report will be sevies of the statenente of Mrs. Gb oxi vrs. GR.

ZI vase with wy fowcend aed the obher persona he mentioned on the night, 19 July

1952, umd on the movning of the 20th of July when the entire zrou witness) the

unidentified object described by Mr. @MM in his statement. I have sead oy

husdend's statement and soncur wlth 16 in every respect, exeoot that I beliave

that we saw the obdjest for spuroximabaly two of three minutes rather than one.

he two objects that we aaw vere very distinct ond ib ls mp Firm belie? thas

jhe objects were now stars, I base this belie? cn two very apparent’ factors;

1. The objects stayed the sane distance apart sll curing the observation.

‘The objects travelled in a straight Line throughous the sighting. -

She weather tas very clear on the night of the sighting with a very aliszht
tesese and few if any clowis.

X was probably the second or thir’ person to sizht the object ond contimed to
Observe 16 with the exception of tha Low times I apoke to someone standing
denice be

I can add nothing else to this statement.

/:/+/ ae

On the night of 19 July 1952, I, uy husbend, WR. «ot irs.
and it. and Mrs. Wg, witnessed two strange unidentified objests in

the aly vndile oa D2. Qa moad out on the Netedeconk River, “o iad been So a

Ganga ond vant for the boatride in omer to cool off, I was the first persan

So notice these opjests sxpooer ond of the Milky imy. They seemed to be travet-

ding along together «nd I think that perhaps they were trevelling in sone sort

Of & formation, The objects woved along steadily bus were not coiling ab on

exeessive vate of speei, I called everyone's abtention to them as soo ov Tf

noticed them, and we watched them for avproximately two to “hree minutea.

They appeared to be going Southwest towud iashington, 0D. 5. the objects ware
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ide Carce Rage, Trenton, N J.

slightly larger than the ordinary otar ond poseibly a Libtle beightee than
the average ster. “he objects were completely soundless. Biter they ied
pxveesded on their course for two or three ulnutes I looked at something else
ia the boat ond when next T looked at the sky. the objects weren't there any
ROBe i cam add nothing olse to this statanet,

fafef ne,
tn conelusion I uake a brie? aunamacy of alt the cate deported to me during
the course of this inyeatisation.

Ab oo15 hours 19 July 1942 two unidentified objects. vere seen abruadny aoroes
tae sky in a southwesterly direction by six observers on a boat Located at
worcrimbely 40 dexgrves, 3 minites north, 74 degrees west. Atl membore of+
%paula observed two objects, oul the three \itnosses interviewed desaribed Poy
objects. as follows? ‘the objects looked vary much as sturs, possibly slicntly
Larger, and were of a yelloworenze color. - They vere soumdless and aeaied to
SolLow a very definite comese seross the sky. Soth objects remainai she
cue distance froe each other, omi it was this fact that male the obssrvers
Jeeide that the objects were not stars, The observers collowad the objects
with their oyes for a3 long as thay were in aisht, end uitec en: dissppesrance
vere unable to detect then ee .

Teom the information I now possess I woulda ad ware 1 QM to be 4 fairly
roliahle witness. l!9 is Vice President of % Som, ine,, aad is a forme
Hajor in the U.S. ssmy Ordnance Corps. He appeared quite sincere in telliag
ida stery and gave the ome descripticn throvghous the interrogation. Hoe is
approximately 40 yeura of OS

on a housewile, the wother of three chilayen, mid a very cool and
colleated person. Although she has not hed any experience of this type befors,

. I ioukd judge har to be fairly reliable.

ies, Wi i> a wean OF about 29 years, with ne aexverioncs in incidents of
this natars before. She seems to ba quite self-nosseased, and I would also
jwaige her to be fairly reliable. All witnesses appeared yery sincere, and
‘Gave the Lapression of having the intent to aid the Air Force in ony wy
possible in the investigation of this sighidng. I should juige the report to
be possibly true (2-3). ey ‘

Pa

i have coordinated wich Seb Vashon Curing ail phases of this investigation
acvi concur with lds evaluation of the sourcea ana of the report.

}
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