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July 29, 1952
City Desk

Newark Fvening News
Newark, N. J.

Dear Sir:
Enclosed is a report of an observation of two objccts ("lightsh)

‘seen in the sky on the night of July 19-20 over lLavalette, N, J, Since

these lights were very similar to those reported over Washington, D.C,.,

th_e same night, and since they did not resemble any aircraft known to
the observers, either in appearance or in manner of motion and dise-
appearance, I am submitting a complete description for possible correla-
tion with other similar reports. 1 have purposely delayed this report
since I have no intention of allowinz my name to be associated in
"newsprint" with the so=-called "flying saucer scare", Therefore, while
I am ziving my name and position below, I request that they be used only
for your files, or be given only to the Air Force should you judge
this report worth passing on to them,

The objects described were witnessed by myself and a corﬁpanion. |
We have carefully comnared our impressions, and the description given

consists of those impressions agreed upon by both,

A TRUE COPY: Sincerely,

PETER B VENABLE - SRR Ph.D. \
Major, USAF Professor of Chemistry

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence SRE University

Bock ¥/
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Description of Objects Seen In Sky on July 20, 1952, over
Lavalette, N, J,

Time: Approx. 12:20 to 12:25 a.m., Sunday, July 20,

Place: Seen from boardwalk, just east of center ol Lavalette, N,J.

Descr:\.Etion of Obiects .

a, Two moving lights wcre seen, each having the same appearance:

e -

e (e 1

only two or three times as bright. '

o —

be The "lights" were first seen towards the south, just off-shore,
about ig the center of the "milky way", at an approximate eleva-

tion-angle of hp_ o They moved northward slowly, one behind the other
and following nearly the same path. They appeared to be at least ‘= to
g-mile apart and moving at less than 100 m.p.h. (assuning their apparent-
distance from the observers of five- to ten-miles.). At the point where
they passed almost due east of the observers, they appeared to te at
least 5000 ft, high, the approx. elevation-angle being L5°, The second,
or trailing, light did not keep constant-distance or course with the
leading object, e

— . R

ce Shortly after passing to the east of the observers, both lights
gradnally began to turn westward towards land, passing over the coast-
line at approx. 60%-elevation north of the observers, Continuing to
circle, the lights passed to the west at approx. 50°-elevation, than
around to the south, re-crossing the shore-line at about the same angle.

During this first circling, both lights grew smaller and fainter, buti more
yellow in color; the trailing one grew fainter more rapidly, and
appeared to drop further behind and to shift course slightly to south

of the leading one, At no time did any sounu come from the lights,

d. Out at sea, they continued circling, the radius of . turm being
much simaller, such that the brighter leading object crossed the shore-
line again just south of the ouscrvers, at about an 809-elevation., Both
continued to grow much fainter, smaller and :wre silvery in color,
occasionally disappearing anu reappearing, as though passing over high,
thin clouds. The second light completely disappeared just over the
shoreline, The first light continued westward, very faint like a small
star; it seemed many m: les high, and noving more rapidly, It finally dis-
appeared in the west at about a 50%°-elevation, The total elapsed time from
first sighting to final disappearance was about five or six rinutes,

e e b
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: NOTE: When the objects were first scen, they resembled night- ‘
weather-balloons ("pibal-balloons" carrying candle-lantern). However, ‘
their reddish color and circular course were not at all like such a

balloon. Their motion gave the definite impression of directed control,

but the complete silence of the objects and their apparent rapid

climbing to very hich altitude did not resemble (to the observers) any

known plane or diripgible,

A TRUE COBY:

<R, ). D.

PETER B VENABLE
Major, USAF

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence

. —
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procesded on thedr cowrse for two or three alnmubes I looked at somethinz olse

in the boat snd whem naxt T looked at the aky the objecta werenl!t Shers way
ROree L can edd nothing olse Lo this statanemt,
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2 conclusion I wake a bria mmm'y of *\1]. tho da.ta ravorted to me ducing
e course of thia mmu.gat.ion. .

Ab ﬂ.u:l.i hours 19 July 1742 two unidentified mxjoota HOL? H5en .s,mmdnv AED6S
w28 aky in a southwesterly direction Hw aix observers on a Loas locn.uw ab
peaximtely 40 degrees, 3 mtnufes morth, 74 degrees weat. A1) membors of 3
‘ .u-tr otserved Lwo objects, wud the three witnosses inservieved desaribed tbo
ubj-ch as followss 'he odjecis looked vory much a3 stars, possibly slizhdly
Lorjer, and were of a yellow-oranie color. - They vere somdless and seasod 5o

~ollow a very definite comese soross the sy, Joth cbjochs remainel the

Juney dlsbance (Tom each owher, and 1% was this fact that made the orssrvers
...uacido vant Lhe obleocts were nobt stars, The observers fllowad the objscts

with thelr oyes for 08 long as thay were in al,ht, cnd attae uhaw disa,mm
vare unabies to detaot them again ' _
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T'rom the information I now possess I would adjwive 2 il to 1o a Cainly

r:ﬂ:huo vitzuu-. I'e i3 Vice ‘reasident of e Somy, Ing,, 2id iz o formoe

Hajor in the U. 3. Mxmy Ordnance Corps. 1@ appesrsd quite sincere in telling

his story and gave the axme deoscription Bwoughous the interrogation, He is
mwwmofnge. i

““s-‘h a houvsewile, the mwther of three childpren, ond A very cool and

*2llectad person., Allhough she has not hed any experiwumes of this Sype before,
- I vould judga har %o be falrly rellable,

v, W 15 a wcman of about 29 TOALS, with no merlmca in Iineidents of
mia natars Delore. Lne seems 0 e quite melf-possessed, avd I would also
iXzge ader (o De fairly reliabla. All witnesses appeared very sincere, and
S4vs The lapression of having the intent %5 ald the Air Force in any wey

possicla in Ghe investlzacion of this slzhidng. I should judge the report to
Lo possdbly true (2-3). 42 i ap Y.
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