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Z. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

On 16 January 1952, two menbers of a balloon project from the Generel Milla

Aeronautical Research Laboratory and four other civilians observed two unidenti-
fist aerial objects in the vicinity of the balloon they were observing, Tha

balloon was at an altitude of 112,000 ft. and was 110 ft. in dianeter at the

tine of the observation.

The objects were observed twice, once from‘Artesia, New Mexico, an? once

from the Artesia Airport. In the first instance, one round object ap cared

to remain motionless in the vicinity, but apparently higher, than the balloon,

The balloon appearcd to be 14 inches in diameter and the object 2} inches in

dimeter (ratio 3:5) and the color was a dull white. This observation was
mate by the two General Mills observers.

A short time later the sane two observers and four civilian pilots were

observing the balloon from the Artesia Airport, Two objects at apparently

extremely high altitude were noticed coming toward the balloon from the

northwest. They circled the balloon, or apparently so. and flew off to the

northeast, The tine of observation wes about 40 seconds, The two objects

were the same color and size as the first object, They were flying side-by~-

size. When the objects appeared to circle the balloon, they disappeared and

theobservers assumed they were disc-shaved and had turned on edge to bank.

II. STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

Unfortunately this report was not made until 5 April and did not reach

ATIC until 16 Avril. Due to this time lapse, no further investigation is
coatemplated, The observers are known to be very reliable and experienced,

III, CONCLUSIONS
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SUBTEST: Sighting of Two Unusual Objects

over Artesia, New Mexico on

16 January 1952
SPECIAL INQUIRY — UNCONVENTIONAL ATRORAFT

TOC: Commanding General

Air Materiel Comnaand

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

ATTH: LMCTS

1, Attached hereto for your information are two conies of
the reoort of investigation by Special Ascent LINDELL W. PoLrrts,
17th OSE District, file oh-¢--30, dated5 April 1952, subject as
above,

2. Investigation predicated uoon information contained in
Lotter from District Office No. 2, wherein they renorted results
of an interview with i.

3. Manager of Municipal Airport, Artesia, N. M., substantiated

ou: stateamt, Two other civilians advisedthey had seen tuo
unusual objects in addition to the balloon. 11 interviewees styuted
that it wes a clear day, and they were certain that what they saw was
not a reflection or a conventional type aircraft.

h. This investigation is continuing, and subsequent revorts
will be furnished your headquarters upon receint ef sane an this of-
fice.

De ge pore is invited to par 7, AFR 205-1, dtd 1 Mar LO, which
prohibits disclosure of classi a4information to unauthorized persennel, |

1 Incl (in duo) sig. ghhha
R/L, DO #17, dtd 5 Apr 52 f Colona} y USAF |

District Commander
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UNIY2D STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. DATE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 2 ham f 30

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS —— Sg

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
REPORT MADE BY

S/A LINDELL W. POLITY Ta
REPORT MADE AT

17th DO, Kirtjlend AyB, N Mex

PERIOD -

Sighting of Two Unusual Objects 1 March 1over Artesia, New Mexico on taeee“OFFICE OF ORIGIN

16 Jenvary 1952 17th DO,KirtlandA¥B, N Mex
STATUS

BOTEERA ERE A RA Me!
CHARACTER

SPHCTAL INQUIRY =UNCONVENTIONAL ATRORAF?_

REFERE NCE

SYNoPsis-

Investigation predicated upon information obtained during

interview with quae, who steted that whilemakirg en
observetion of @ balloon over Artesia, New ge two (2)

unusual objects hed been noted on 16 Jenusry 1952. Manager

of Municipal Airport, Artesia, New Mexico, interviewed end

substantiated am. statement. Two (2) other civilisns
interviewed and both advised that they hod seen two (2)

umisual objects in addition to the balloon. All versons

interviewed stated that the objects wore larger than the

balloon and were of a Gull grey color. Thnt both objects

were moving an equal distance apart and oonesred to make

an abrupt turn and disappeared at a very fast rete of

speed. All interviewees stated that it was a clear day

and were certain thet what they saw was not a reflection

or @ Conventional tyne aircraft. Investisetion continues.

Disclosure of tha nature, sources, or even ¢ha

existencs of the information tm ehis report te
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thor

‘ ial Vesti tiona,

Cw aise ‘e

1 information with be considered to be 2

wiolntion of AFR 2054.
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DI:STRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP

0G, AMC, Wright-Pattersonar?

AYB, ATTN: MCIS

DO #10

DO #2 (Info)

DO #5 (Info) MG,om Meh
File Lt Col,
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
eeeeet eee ene ee

24 ~8~20
“REPORT MADE BY

RE ¢ MADE AT

Poo

é)May 1952_
“OF;tf ick oF ORIGIN

Sighting of Two Unusual Objects
¢ver Artesia, New Mexico on

16 Jamiary 1951
tee 5 -ceeeeee. a ee

STATUS

_ CLOSED
Cra RACT ER

_SPECTAL _DRQUGRY=iGO} WENUIONAL ATRORATT _
~ REFERENCE

SYNOPSIS a

“DISTRISUTION ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO

~CG, AMS, Vright-Patterso

ASP, ATTN: MOIS 2

ta, OS 2a DOW:
10th BO 2

24th DO (Info) 1 oy, f fp,1 Soon ¢s PLE

2

Sth DO (Info) 7 RICHARD G. Cox
STA Colon al, USAF

District Commance.
or

. ORD oli “ ~<a

oe o: q }) —~2 08 :Replaces AF CSL Form 4, 23 Jul 48, which’!fay be usseal, »

Decl rs woe

DOD ‘DIK 5209.10

DATE

Sean We MR

S/A EDGAR J, BETHART

vith DO, Kirtland ATS _

7th DO, Kirtland AVR

Rpt of Tov of s/s JACK M, LANDERS, LOth DO, Pile No. 24/395, ate 30 Ape 52.

RON

baie of Mir. — He
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‘ 16 Janvary 1951. Furthor
investigation not contemplated,
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we1. This investigation was conducted by S/A DARL D. JAMESON,

T ARTESTA, Ni MEXICO

2. On 8 May 1952, Mr, Rp Moveger of Munteips) Aleport,

Actarta, Now Mexheo, was reeinterviewed to determine the actual day on

whteh the sighting of the unconventional alroraft had occurred. NAZTL

verified that the sighting had occurred on 16 Januery 
1951 and not 16 Jam~

ary 1952, as originally reported.

3. On S May 1952, Mr. Manager of Coodyear Tire

Supply Company, Artesia, New Mexica, also verified that tha sighting had

occurred on 16 Janmery 1951, instead of 16 January 1952, as originally
reported.

v
w

Le Mre | 1g Manager of the PEA Electrical Company,

Artesia, New Mexico, ani also one of the observers of the unconventloral
°

aircraft, was nob avaliable for interview at this Ube

S$. In that all logical leads have been developed and reported, further

investigation is not contemplated.
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HEADQUKE eft aitsLF ES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR CONEWAL, USAF

STH DISTEtCT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, ONlo

3 June 1952

SUBJECT: Sighting of Two Unusual Objects
over Artesia, New Mexico, on

16 January 1951

SPHCIAL LNQUIRY - UNCONVENTIONAL ATRCRAFT

HM: Chief

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

ATIN: ATI

1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 27 May 1952,

subject and file as above.

2. Forwarded herewith for your additional information are two

gelas hea report of oecbc by Special Agent EDGAR J. BETHART

3e A ve-interview a a verified
that the unconventional aircraft was sighted 16 January 1951 end not

16 January 1%2.

he No further investigative action is contenplated by the Office

of Special Investigations and the files in instant case are considered

closed.

5. Your attention is invited to paragraph 7, APRpan Re which

prohibits dissemination of classified information to unauth ort. zed per=
sonnel.

1 Tncl ; Be Ndhens
R/I; DO#17, dtd 23 May 52 + Sotonel « USARMede

District Commander

Copy to:

Hq O32 w/o abv incl.

; + & 4 LARS,ath ry TYTY, Rey 4
ae. . DAVU.LO

« 
j ,

- ; ; S

a, - >

Cc: wall A eeos eee yTM* — a8 a re we on Val

yf aS esee t i hed) 3 ee
tt a ; : ‘ i }4 i} ; ; ;

SEP breeding? Lit i ‘ é Ve vitas3 Ae a

~_s As ry -~-e7rs A 8
APD-L-9 APK SY 19M {37 yh : s\h it wAY

~- wal ey 2 bok
KIT IT Te Ltt tht ae



ee ‘ : ITEC!2 die: SECURT Wi TION
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
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tsOohe2) wn isn

when Tirst

to be sane sive oscore 12

three (3) seconds end then military

pilot far three (3) yeers end at tine of observation hed
over one (1) year of ceronautical research experience.

OPPENTION: Disclosure of the nature, sources, or even the cxistence of avch lavestigative information to persons mentioned in the report or to
other persoaa hut normally entitled to euch information may be made only when expressly authurized by the Director ofSpevial In-

vestigations, 1G, or higher authority,usauthorized disclosure of such information wil] be considered to be a violation of AFR 206-1.

DISTRIBUTION ACTION CQPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP

te . a +s 4244009,

DOV] Vii Szv00.10

atG ~~» or "APPROVED (2oa/ '
Ch 

VWMOCPAtCeicicTCL ip MVOLAOOITED
edits) . Ge O.tur dds

fim . rr ftGokanel., Uio ioe!

of

nin

AFH FORM : —— 16—57744-1 8.BAe O-2ZOB rota arcat rm 4258 BiibeetarHEN TETSATION + mer
*



IN REPLY REFER TO:

SIM FOMCE-WIAFHALe?

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE UNSricton GENERAL. Us’

ih" oS =~ ~~ ~ oy STH OISTHICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

h NCCASSIFIED WRIGHT-PATTE®SONM AIR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OntO

SD eh-21 27 May 1952

SUBJECT: Sighting of Two Umisual Objects

over Artesia, New Mexico, on

16 January 1951

SPECIAL INQUIRY - UNCONVENTIONAL ATRCRAFT

TO: Chief

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Ease

Ohio

ATTN: ATI

1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 15 April 1952,

subject: "Sighting of Two Unusual Objects over Artesia, New Mexico

16 January 1952".

2. Forwarded herewith are two copies of the report of invest

tion by Special Agent JACK M. LANDERS, 10th OSI District, dated 30

April 1952, subject as above,

jeg Er orion sighting two unusual objects while watching an
aeronaveLcal research balloon on 16 January 1951. described
hese objects as opague and off-white in color and when first sighted

were approximately five degrees above the balloon which was ab an

approximate altitude of one hundred and ten thousand feet. The ob-

jects appeared to be the same size as the balloon and moved in a

straight line through thirty degrees of azimuth in approximately three

seconds and then disappeared.

lh. In the event further investigative reports are received in this

office pertaining to the above captioned case, seme will be forwarded

your headquarters.

Se Your attention is invited to paragraph 7, *FR 205-1, which

prohibits the disclosure of classified information to unanthorized

personnel.

DOWNGRADEDAT 3% oe
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1 Incl (in dup) D. G. NPRTH

R/T, DO #10, dtd 40 Apr 52 Lt Colonel, USAF
District Commander
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two bry tant yand sixty (250) degrees in direction end at an elevation of
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a bely twenty-five (25) degrees5 AE 20% ec the object, in
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thought that this object was an ordinary weather ballosn$ continued,

ib did not neke a vivid imoression on hiim and he could not recat) clearly any
L
iCh 63 acteristics concerming this object, adding, however, tht generally the

cChevecterkk“yi ss were the swne as those of bth o objects he sighted later.
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